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Next  t o  s p e a k  were  O t i s  Wa l l a c e  a n d  C h a r l e s  R i c h a r d s o n ,
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  g r o u p  known a s  SOUL ( S t u d e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n
f o r  U n i t y  a n d  L i b e r t y ) ,  a s k i n g  t h a t  S o u t h  Dade S e n i o r
High S c h o o l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  u s i n g  t h e  n ickname
THE REBELS, a l o n g  w i t h  i t s  emblem, s o n g s ,  e t c . ,  a l l  o f
wh ich  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  a n  a f f r o n t  t o  b l a c k  s t u d e n t s .  T h e y
a l s o  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  t r e a t m e n t  b y  t e a c h e r s ,
l i b r a r i a n s ,  c o a c h e s ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e -
quested changes  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  t o  i n c l u d e  c o u r s e s  i n
b l a c k  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n  t h e y  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  e i t h e r  a c t  immed-
i a t e l y  t o  i n s t i t u t e  changes  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  s u g g e s t e d ,
o r  g r a n t  t h e  b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  f r e e  b u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o
Mays H i g h  S c h o o l .

I n  answer  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s ,  s t u d e n t s
and a l u m n i  o f  S o u t h  Dade H i g h  S c h o o l ,  headed  b y  M r .  J a c k
Levy o f  Homestead,  a p p e a r e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  p r o -
t e s t i n g  a n y  movement o r  a c t  t h a t  w o u l d  cause  t h e  name
o f  THE REBELS o r  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l o r s  t o  b e  changed
a t  S o u t h  Dade H i g h  S c h o o l ,  u n l e s s  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  a s  a
whole v o t e s  o t h e r w i s e .

Susan Thompson, s e c r e t a r y  o f  Community R e l a t i o n s  a t  S o u t h
Dade H i g h  S c h o o l ,  s p o k e  b r i e f l y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t
i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s o l v e  some o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  N e g r o
s t u d e n t s ,  a  commi t t ee  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  e q u a l  numbers  o f  Negro
and w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  was s e t  u p .  M e e t i n g s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n
h e l d  due  t o  t h e  summer v a c a t i o n ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l e d
e a r l y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  S h e  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  C h a r l e s
R ichardson  w i l l  b e  a  member o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  F a c u l t y  Boa rd
n e x t  y e a r ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h i s  p r o b l e m  h a s  come u p  a n d  b e e n
b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d ,  s h e  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  c a l l  a  m e e t i n g
b e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s c h o o l  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a l k  o v e r  some
o f  t h e  p o i n t s  c o m p l a i n e d  o f .
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Dur i ng  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  M r .  Go rdon  s t a t e d  t h a t
i t  w o u l d  b e  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  A i d e s  b e  a s k e d
to  mee t  w i t h  members o f  t h e  w h i t e  a n d  b l a c k  s t u d e n t  b o d y  a t
South Dade H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a n d  b r i n g  b a c k  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  w i l l
enab le  t h e  B o a r d  t o  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o

Page # 4 8 Minu tes  -  A u g u s t  7 ,  1 9 6 8

40,807
Compla in ts  f r o m
Negro S t u d e n t s  a t
South Dade H i g h
School

C O P Y



Excerpts f r om MINUTES, August  7 ,  1968

make t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e t t e r .  I n  h i s  o p i n i o n  a  conference b e -
tween t he  s tuden ts ,  themselves,  would be b e t t e r  t han  an
inves t i ga t i on  by  adm in i s t r a t i ve  o f f i c i a l s .

He acco rd ing l y  moved t h a t  a  committee o f  School Board A ides
meet w i t h  s tuden ts ,  b o t h  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  f r o m  South Dade
High School ,  and b r i n g  back a  recommendation on what t h e y
fee l  would be a  f a i r  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem.

Mrs. Meyers seconded t h e  mot ion,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  suggest ion
was a l s o  made b y  he r  own a ide ,  Barbara Woodin, and she i s
h e a r t i l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t .

Mr. Lehman s ta ted  t h a t  under p resent  p o l i c y  the  Board cannot
change t h e  name THE REBELS, n o r  can the  b l a c k  s tudents  do
i t .  O n l y  t he  wh i t e  m a j o r i t y  a t  t h e  schoo l  can do t h i s ,  i f
they a re  so  i n c l i n e d .  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  t h e  case,  he  hopes t h e y
w i l l  t h i n k  about i t ,  and decide f o r  themselves i f  t h i s  i s  n o t
too h i gh  a  p r i c e  t o  ask  the  b l a c k  s tudents  t o  pay a t  t h i s
t ime.

The Super intendent  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e e l s  t h e  Board i s  c o r r e c t
i n  say ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s ,  t o  a  ve r y  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  a  s tudent
problem, and he t h i n k s  t h e  suggest ion  made t o  t h e  young
people i s  a  good one.  H e  hopes t h e y  f o l l o w  i t .

He went  on t o  say  t h a t  he has been observ ing t h e  wh i te
students i n  the  audience,  and f e e l s  t h e y  need t o  do a  l o t
o f  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s  problem. L a s t  year  t he re  were o n l y
about 88 b l a c k  s tudents  a t  South Dade High School ,  .  . t h i s
year t he re  w i l l  be around 200.  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  wh i te
students w i l l  have t o  make an  e f f o r t  t o  understand t he
fee l ings  o f  t he  b l a c k  s tudents  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r.  U n d e r  t h e
circumstances he i s  g l a d  t h e y  w i l l  a l l  g e t  t oge the r  and
t a l k  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t .

He went on  t o  s a y,  however, t h a t  t he re  a re  o t h e r  problems
that  a re  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n  na tu re .  T h e  Board has a  p d l i c y
tha t  s t a t e s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t he re  s h a l l  be no  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a -
t i on .  T h e r e  can be no excuse f o r  a  p r i n c i p a l  o r  t eache r,
e i t he r  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  aga ins t  a  s tudent  b e -
cause o f  h i s  r ace .  I t  i s  aga ins t  t h e  Board 's  own p o l i c y  t o
do so .  O n  t he  o t h e r  hand, i n  p r o t i n g  t he  r i g h t s  o f
students, t h e  teachers  must a l s o  be p ro tec ted  f rom u n f a i r
complaints and charges.

However, i n  terms o f  a t t i t u d e s  and i n  terms o f  l i v i n g  t o -
gether i n  t h e  schoo l ,  t h i s  i s  someh ing  t h e  s tuden ts ,  them-
s l v e s ,  must  s o l v e .  H e  i s  more and more impressed w i t h  t h e
m t u r i t y  t h a t  i s  demanded o f  s t u d e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h igh
school s tudents  t oday,  and he means bo th  wh i te  and b l ack
students a l i k e .  B u t  because t h e  wh:'.te s tudents  have been the
r a c i a l  m a j o r i t y,  i t  p robab ly  r e q u e s  more f rom them. R i g h t
now they  can be o f  g rea t  he lp  i n  t h i s  schoo l  b y  p rov id i ng  t h e
leadership t h a t  w i l l  p reven t  i t  becoming a  community problem.

Further d iscuss ion  f o l l owed ,  a f t e r  which vo te  was taken  on t he
above mot ion,  and same was unanimously c a r r i e d .
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Than 500 Attend Protest Meeting

Parents, Students Rally 'Round
100 students, parents
ni of South Dade High
lied around the Rebel
arris fieldhouse Tues-
, protesting a  demand
school niclmame a n d
tbols o f  i ts Rebel tra-
changed.

ared approval o f  a
be carried before the

nil Board today, o p -
r change in the Rebel
s demanded b y  a
Iegro students calling
L. T h e  SOUL group
a l is t  o f  complaints

ool board this after-
alleged "racist"  pol-
;outh Dade H i g h .
in a  dozen a t  l a s t
eting volunteered t o
negation t o  present
1, which was signed
rwhelming major i ty
attendance.

sion preceding adop-
ition, south d is t r i c t

secondary schools

Marvin Griep was asked j u s t
who constitute membership o f
the newly-formed SOUL ( S t u -
dent Organization f o r  U n i o n
and Liberty) and what persons
are behind it.

Homestead M a y o r  Wi l l i am
Dickinson, not ing t h e  s  c heel
board bans s tudent  member-
ship i n  secret groups, wanted
to know why the board i s  l is-
tening to  complaints f rom a
group about which nothing i s
known.

Griep replied tha t  when the
complaints were f i r s t  brought
to school officials, i t  t  h o ught
they came simply from a group
of concerned students. T h e  or-
ganization i s  now under inves-
tigation, he added.

Dickinson s a i d  h e  bel ieves
the 100-member organization is
composed o f  students f  r om
throughout the county, and add-
ed " I f  100 students f rom a  I I
over Dade County c a n  b r i n g
this kind of  trouble to our high

Rebel Flag'
school, we have a right to know
who they are."

.Griep declined t o  speculate
on what action the school board
will Make today on the N e g r o
group's complaints. B u t  h e
saki i t  was his personal r ec •
oitunendatien tha t  the problem
be solved " a t  the local lo...." '
with the students, faculty and
parents involved.
. School coach Norman Ander.

• SOL speaking out o n  another
Charge o f  SOUL that .  Neg ro

thletes a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d
Mast a t  South Dade, pointed

'out that of three top track team
avottids presented l a s t  year,
two went to Negroes.

no added that when football
L.prictice started i n  the spring,
' i s  Negroes turned out fo r  the
initial session. T h e  coaching
staff contacted a  h a l f  dozen
boys and bent i ts ru le against
reporting late f o r  practice, t o
offer them a  second c  h a n c c,
Anderson said.

None showed up for  the sec-
nd session either, t h e  coach
said, so alter that they w e r e
barred from going out for  the
team.

"We w a n t  Neg ro  athletes,
quite f rank ly  —  b u t  w e  a r e
not going to break o u r  funda-
mental rules," Coach Anderson
said.



Wipe Out Rebels,
By GERRY CROSBY

South Dade Negro students deter-
mined to stop what they term "rac-
ist" policies that oppress black stu-
dents have formed an  organization
and will present their grievances to
the school board this month

The "Student Organization f  o r
Unity and Liberty" (SOUL) c  o m -
prised of approximately 100 'students
claims its main objective is to cleanse
South Dade High of its racist policies
which serve t o  oppress black stu-
dents, deny them privileges and dero-
gate their dignity.

The group has requested a hear-
ing a t  the School Board's August 7
public meeting at which time t h e y
will list the following complaints:

1. T h e  nickname of South Dade
High School, the Rebels, is blatantly
racist. The  name of Rebel, the Reb-
el flag, uniforms, songs and ideas
that serve to perpetuate the rebel
tradition are oppressive to students

2. Discriminatory treatment o f
black students by teachers and a d -

ministrators. SOUL claims w h i t e
teachers a n d  administrators have
displayed unequal treatment toward
black students, manifested b y  dis-
criminatory grading, unfair discipli-
nary actions, unwarranted derogato-
ry remarks, and unequal application
of school rules and standards.

3. Discriminatory treatment r e -
garding black students' participation
in student organizations. B lack  stu-
dents are underrepresented on t  h e
student council, there are no b lack
cheerleaders or majorettes and t h e
admission politicies in general serve
to deter black membership in school I
clubs, the group claims.

4. Discriminatory treatment o f
black athletes. SOUL says that un-
equal playing opportunities are given
to black athletes, deserved recogni-
tion is denied them and their activity
bus has been taken away. I n  addi-
tion a policy exists which is general-
ly exploitive of black athletes.

5. The absence of black tea
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Aim Of 'SOUL'

es and administrators. The ab-
ce in numbers of black teachers,

coaches and administrators points to
a hiring practice that is clearly racist
and serves to deny the black students

O 6 rt leaders who can  understand
problems and with whcm they

identify.
. T h e  absence of black history

and culture from the curriculum.
7. Discrimination in the school li-

brary. There have been several in-
stances in which black students have
been denied use of the school library,
SOUL claims. T h e  reasons given
were unttnable and i t  is  clear that
racial prejudice prompted those de-
nials.

To eliminate the above racist poll
cies, the members of SOUL said they

demand the following:
1. The school's nickname of "Reb-

el" be eliminated and be replaced
with a  tame that is not oppressive
to black students.

2. A charge in the racial attitudes
of teachers, coaches, administrators,
librarians and other employees. I n
the absence of such change there dis-
missal is demanded.

3.More Black representation o n
the student council. The addition of
black girls to the cheerleaders and
majorettes squad. A  revamping o f
club politices so as not to deter black
membership.

4. Equa l  treatnient for b l a c k
athletes which must include the rein-
stating of an activity bus.

5. The hiring of additional coach-
es and black administrators.

6. The inclusion of  black history
and culture in the school curriculum.

Black students of South Dade High
School said they are sincere in their
demands which must be met immed-
iately or action will be taken.
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Letters To The Editor

`Racist' Charge Denied
By Former Student

Editor, The News Leader:
I am neither au intergration-

1st or a segregationist. I  am a
constitutionist, meaning I  am
a strict interpreter of the con-
stitution.

T would like t o  remark o n
SOUL's wanting to change the
name of Rebels.

*  *  *

Editor, The News Leader:
After reading the article i n

Monday's News Leader about
racism at South Dade H i g h
School we were shocked. W e
have attended South Dade f  o r
two years and we know such
conditions are not as stated in
the article.

The students and the faculty
are not prejudiced and are fair
to all.

•  *

SOUL IS protesting s o m e -
thing that happened over a cen-
tury ago, something we had no
'art in. W e  have a rebel flag
but may we remind our SOUL
brothers that flying high over
our school flag is the American
flag which stands for peace and
justice for all. Is that recism?

In reply to the charge tha t
there is no Negro representa-
tion in  eheerleading or major-
ettes, may we point out t  it a t
there's been n o  participation.
They have to try out first just
like other girls. W e  jest. can't
"give" i t  to them.

No one has special privileges
at South Dade.

the states wasn't fought o v e r
slavery but for states' rights. In
the north there were indenture
servants, both black and white.
But no one calls the American
flag a symbol of racism.* *  *

BOTH WHITE and b l a c k
Americans should be proud a f
their southern heritage.

AS AN American and a south- S O U L  stated i t  is not repre-
erner I  am proud of my herit- sented on the Student Council.
age. Those men and women I  thought one had to be nomi-
who called themselves rebels a n a t e d  and elected. Need I  say
lite over um years ago were
good_tme • l a c k  -athletes can't meet
and blacks, who fought for what t h e  qualifications, why should
they believed in. t h e y  be put on teams i f  some-

I  was a South Dade Rebel but o n e  else could do better?
About the absence o f  black

teachers. W e  all know there
are not enough qualified black
teachers. I f  these students are
really concerned and not jus t
rebelling why don't they go to

neither my classmates nor  l
can be labeled racists. H  o w
could we? We  didn't advocate
violence or hatred.

In the South there were Ne-
gro slaves, but the war between

Students 'Shocked'
At Racism Charge

EVERYTHING that we have
which has to do with spirit con-
cerning football games a  n d
such is related to the theme of
"Rebels." F o r  e x  ample,
cheers, theme songs, band uni-
forms, flags, class rings, year-
books, newspaper, c o l o r  s,
themes for halftime shows, and
many more.

If our name is changed a l l
this has to be thrown out with
it, including one of the most im-
portant of all, school spirit. We
feel that this spirit has nothing
to do with prejudice or racism.

We feel  t ha t  th is  change
would be confusing and com-
pletely unnecessary. W e  hope
all who  a re  concerned w i l l
agree with us and support us in
our efforts to keep the name of
South Dade Rebels.

3 SOUTH DADE STUDENTS

college, after graduating, &Sd
become teachers t o  eliminate
this problem.

* *  *
ABOUT BLACK culture and

history. When I went to school
I studied world and American
history. W e  a l l  know black.
white and yellow men partici-
pated in developing history but
no one needed to tell us. I  ne-
ver had anyone teach me Irish
culture or Irish history either.

I  am happy and proud of our
American -history.

But if SOUL wants black his.
tory, here is their first lesson:
Many Negroes fought as rebels
in the Civil War and were proud
to do so. Look that up in the
history books.

Eliminate t h e  name "Reb-
els," —  Never. A s  long as
there is  injustice in the world
there will be rebels.

They want black cheerlead-
ers and majorettes. I f  a black
girl is good and can fulfill the
qualifications, fine, make her a
cheerleader or  majorete. B u t
don't ever put a white girl out
and replace her with a  black
girl because a  minority wants
it that way.

• *  *
IT'S AS IF being a white girl

is a handicap.
What I  am tryying to say is

this: B lack  students have ne
grounds f o r  the i r  demands.
What they want must be earn-
ed and not given.

In the August 5 Issue of The
News Leader, SOUL stated:
". . .black students of S o u t h
Dade H i g h  demands which
must be made immediately or
action will be taken."

Who are they, a  handfull, to
make such outrageous d  e •
mands?

There is an air of racism at
South Dade and it is led by the
organization called SOUL.

SP 5 BARRY D. MURPHY



age. 1/10Se men ana women
who called themselves rebels a
litie over Zanyi.era_r_bettr_w•s ago w e r e t t t
good_Ame •
and blacks, who fought for what
they believed in.

I was a South Dade Rebel but
neither my classmates nor
can be labeled racists. H  o w
could we? We  didn't advocate
violence or hatred.

In the South there were Ne-
gro slaves, but the war between

I MougM one naa to be nomi-
nated and elected, Need I  say

I  b l a c k  e t c r - - - . — V t  Meet
the qualifications, why should
they be put on teams i f  some-
one else could do better?

About the absence o f  black
teachers. W e  all know there
are not enough qualified black
teachers. I f  these students are
really concerned and not jus t
rebelling why don't they go to

Students 'Shocked'
At Racism Charge

Editor, The News Leader:
After reading the article i n

Monday's News Leader about
racism at South Dade H i g h
School we were shocked. W e
have attended South Dade f  o r
two years and we know s u c h
conditions are not as stated in
the article.

The students and the faculty
are not prejudiced and are fair
to all. * *

SOUL IS protesting s o m e -
thing that happened over a cen-
tury ago, something we had no
part in. W e  have a rebel flag
but may we remind our SOUL
brothers that flying high over
our school flag is the American
flag which stands for peace and
justice for all. Is that recism?

In reply to the charge t ha t
there is no Negro representa-
tion in  cheerleading or major-
ettes, may we point out t h a t
there's been n o  participation.
They have to try out first just
like other girls. W e  just can't
"give" i t  to diem.

No one has special privileg
at South Dade.

Also Student Council repre-
sentatives are elected accord-
ing to grades and ability to co-
operate with others in setting
up standards, relating them to
the student body and the like.* *  *

AS FAR AS the hiring o f
coaches and administrators i s
concerned, the  School Board
does this, and it does so on the
basis o f  education, training,
ability and the need for person-
nel.

Concerning the  absence o f
black history and culture, t he
students at  South Dade don' t
write the textbooks so t h e y
(SOUL) should protest against
the Dade County Board of Pub-
lic Instruction.

Finally, we would like to say
that we  see no  need fo r  a
change in the name "Rebels."
It is a  name which shows a
great deal of spirit and enthu-
asism, b u t  which does n  o t
mean that we are against Ne-
groes as were the rebels of ov-
er a 100,years ago.,

EVERYTHING that we have
which has to do with spirit con-
cerning football games a  n d
such is related to the theme of
"Rebels." F o r  e x  ample,
cheens,, theme songs, band uni-
forms, flags, class rings, year-
books, newspaper, c o l o r  s,
themes for halftime shows, and
many more.

If our name is changed a l l
this has to be thrown out with
it, including one of the most im-
portant of all, school spirit. We
feel that this spirit has nothing
to do with prejudice or racism.

We feel  t ha t  th is  change
would be confusing and com-
pletely unnecessary. W e  hope
all who  a re  concerned w i l l
agree with us and support us in
our efforts to keep the name of
South Dade Rebels.

3 SOUTH DADE STUDENTS

culture or y h i s t o r y  either.
I  am happy and proud of our

American historY•
But if SOUL wants black his.

tory, here is their first lesson:
Many Negroes fought as rebele
in the Civil War and were proud
to do so. Look that up in the
history books.

Eliminate t h e  name "Reb-
els," — Never. A s  long as
there is  injustice in the world
there will be rebels.

They want black cheerlead-
ers and majorettes. I f  a black
girl is good and can fulfill the
qualifications, fine, make her a
cheerleader or  majorete. B u t
don't ever put a white girl out
and replace her with a  black
girl because a  minority wants
it that way. * *

IT'S AS IF being a white girl
is a handicap.

What I  am tryying to say is
this: B lack  students have no
grounds f o r  the i r  demands.
What they want must be earn-
ed and not given.

In the August 5 issue of The
News Leader, SOUL stated:
ti. . .black students of Sou th
Dade H igh  demands which
must be made immediately or
action will be taken."

Who are they, a handfull, to
make such outrageous d  e •
mands?

There is an air of racism at
South Dade and it is led by the
organization called SOUL.

SP 5 BARRY D. MURPHY



ame I  ispute
Brings Protest
To South Dade

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau  Ch ie f

"Keep the name Rebels,"
thundered 500 parents, stu-
dents and alumni o f  South
Dade High School Tuesday
night.

Marvin Griep, south d is -
trict supervisor of junior and
senior high schools to ld the
assemblage a t  t h e  school
football field his recommenda-
tion t o  h i s  superiors i s  t o
consider t h e  demand  t o
change the school name as
an "internal school problem
to be  handled a t  the local
level."

The meeting was called to
approve a petition and select
delegates t o  appear before
the school board this after-
noon. The board will hear the
demands o f  a  group called
SOUL (Student Organization
for Unity and Liberty), pro-
testing alleged discrimination
at the high school and calling
for removal  o f  t h e  name
Rebel a n d  " D i x i e "  a s  t h e
school anthem, because they
are irksome and oppressive to
Negro students.

H o m e s t e a d  Mayor Bill
Dickinson to ld  the crowd to
concern itself only wi th the
threat of changing. the name.
Other complaints o f  discrin--
ination o r  unfair  treailm,ot
should b e  investigated and

VAM,IONA
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eliminated i f  they are true,
he said.

The m a y o r  c a l l e d  f o r
school officials to "level with
us and let us know who made
the request and what adults
or w h a t  organizations a r e
behind i t ."  The names of  the
objectors haven' t  been r e -
leased.

Dickinson challenged t h e
school board's acceptance o f
a secret organization when
students a r e  banned f r o m
joining secret groups. Griep
said he can't answer for  the
board, b u t  SOUL a n d  i t s
backers are being investigat-
ed.

According to the mayor, i t
is a county-wide organization
w i t h  approximately 1 0 0

*  *  *

members. " I f  100 people cad'
cause this turmoil," he stat4
ed, " t h e n  someth ing  i s
wrong."

Head track coach Marvin
Anderson • disavowed a n y
mistreatment o f  Negro ath-
letes a t  t h e  Sou th  D a d e
school. " T h e  t r a c k  t e a m
gives three honors .  .  .  and
last year two o f  them went
to Negroes," he said. "They
earned them a n d  deserved
them a n d  I  wou ld  d o  i t
again," he added.

Last spring, Anderson said,
football coaches bent a  rule
to le t  s ix Negro boys come
out late f o r  spring football.
None of  them showed up the
next day.

*  *  *

Student Cabinet
Considers Demands
South Dade H igh  School

student cabinet members met
Tuesday to discuss demands
of Negro students to  change
the "Rohe!" name identifying
the school.

The cabinet said the meet-
ing was called to send repre-
sentatives today to a meeting
with school  off icials. T h e
students were  surprised a t
the demands b y  the Negro
students.

Commenting on a letter of
complaint sent to the school,
the cabinet members s a i d
demands to place Negroes on
the cheer leader squad and in
the majorette co rps  w e r e
unreasonable b  e c a use n o
Negro girls had tried out for
either.

The students s a i d  t h e y

find the facts. A l l  indicated
they oppose doing away with
the name,  "Rebe l t " .  "The
white students a r e  i n  t h e
middle" between the  school
officials and the Negro stu-
dents making the demands
for changes.

A list of demands from the
Negro group,  w h i c h  c a l l s
itself "SOUL" (Student Orga-
nization for Unity and Liber-
ty), a lso  complained about
being barred f r o m  school
clubs, deprived of  use of  the
school library, failure o f  the
school t o  teach history and
culture o f  the Negro, lack of
recognition of Negro athletes,
unequal treatment o f  Negro
students by the white faculty
and absence of Negro teach-
ers and coaches.

The Negro students called



i c e - Says School Official

ieg

ebel Name Likely
10 Stay At S. Dade

r By VIRGINIA AMENDT
'South Dade High School's

"Rebel" nickname won't b  e
ordered summarily dumped by
school officials, despite a  d  e-

mand for a name change by a
newly organized group of black
students.

That was the word Monday
from Marvin Griep, director of

-'1•45:Ta d e l '  -Meeting
Scheduled For Tonight

Students, parents and alumni o f  South D a d e
High School wi l l  meet a t  8 p.m. today at  H a r r i s
Fieldhouse in Homestead to " s a v e "  t h e  school's
Rebel nickname.

The meeting was organized Monday a f te r  a
group of Negro students a t  the school called for  a
change in the Rebel name, which they term "rac-
ist."

Tonight's ral ly is expected to produce a formal
stand in opposition to the Negro group's demand,
with a delegation named to appear at Wednesday's
county school board meeting.

The Negro group, Student Organization f  o r
Unity and Liberty (SOUL)), will present seven com-• •
plaints over alleged "racist policies" at South Dade
High to h o o t  board a t  3 p.m. Wednesday a t
1410 N d  Ave., Miami.

_tufty." T h e  athletic .coacn-
I  staff has no Negroes and

will have none this fall s i n c e
there are no vacancies to b  e
filled on the staff.

The county school office i  s
studying the question of adding
more black history and culture
to the school curriculum. How-
ever, i t  wouldn't be taught as
a separate subject but would be
incorporated into subjects a  1-
ready taught. Gr iep noted that
some of this i s  included i  n
present courses.

South Dade until very recent
years had no Negro students.
In the past three year; Negro
enrollment has increased from
a mere handful n  about 1 0 0
last year.

Various complaints of alleged
"discrimination" were voiced
by Negro students to officials
at South Dade during the past
school year but the list of com-
plaints and demands represents
the first action by an organized
group.

secondary schools in the south
district, after this and several
other "demands" by the black
student group were made pub-
lic.

School officials didn't choose
the Rebel name, Griep pointed
out; i t  was chosen by vote of
students and faculty when the
school f i rs t  opened. I f  i t ' s
clanged, i t  should be changed
the same way, he added.

"We recognize that this is a
symbol which might be objec-
tionable to a  changing, grow-
ing student body," said Griep,
"but to act out of a blue sky
would net be  correct proce-
dure."

Making a name switch would
involve " l o t s  o f  ramifica-
tions," h e  added. A th le t i c
teams bear the Rebel n a m e,
band uniform caps carry o u t
the Confederate theme, a  n d
the school newspaper is called
the Rebel Review.

The new Student Organiza-
lfien for Unity and Liberty (SO-

UL) presented its demand for
a name change from Rebel in

cr a list of seven complaints made
public Monday. S O U L  has
asked a hearing before t  h e
school board's meeting Wednes-
day to air its complaints a n d
ask changes in what i t  c a 11 s
"racist policies" at the school.

Griep sat in on a meeting a
week ago w i th  a  committee
from the new group and South
Dade Principal William R. Wil-
son. Wi l son  i s  on  vacation
and couldn't be reached b  y
the News Leader Monday.

w•.! In response to News Leader
questions on ether complaints
Of the group, concerning

lack of Negroes on the staff
alind the absence of teaching of

Negro history a n d  culture,
riep supplied th is  informa-
on.
South Dade had one Negro
acher last year, another will

added to the faculty t h i s
ear, and "We are working to-

ward further integration of the



South Dade Is Ted Up'
News Leader:

The "Great  Debate" held
Monday, March 10, a t  Harris
Field was t h e  f i r s t  serious
challenge t o  "Laugh-in" i n
three years as determined by
the latest ratings. The entire
mt.tter would be laughable i f
the end result—the education of
the children—would n o t  b e
affected.

A community debate i s
generally associated w i t h  a
presentation of divergent views
whose objective is  to impress
upon the audience a solicitation
for political votes.

Now t h a t  t h e  debate i s
concluded who is  supposed to
vote on what?

What was the "debate" a l l
about?

Mr. Don Pierce was in error
for placing the Mayor of  the
City of Homestead in a position
of acknowledging or repudiating
the statements attributed t o
members of the city council.
They a r e  entitled t o  the i r
democratic r i g h t  t o  m a k e
statements as individuals. I f

^lIttr. Pierce desired to assist he
should have requested specific
c o r r o b o r a t i o n  of alleged
wrongdoings.

The mayor was unwise t o
further fan the flames b y  a
request f o r  a  Roman forum
debate. M r .  Pierce had about
as much o f  a  fair  chance to
impress a crowd at Harris Field

_ in Itomestead concerning his
views, a s  Nasser would i n
making a  speech o n  South

Miami Beach on "How to win
a six-day war."

The people of South Dade, the
silent 90 per cent are fed up
with meetings, rallies, political
debates using the school system
as the whipping boy, and bi-
racial groups who represent
irreconcilable extremes posing
as community leaders. ,

The political leaders (?) o f
the City of Homestead are duty
bound t o  specifically submit
indiscretions o n  the  par t  o f
school administrators t o  t h e
Schoo l  Board. Presenting
general charges through the
news media so as to compile
a political scrap book is a gross
i n j u s t i c e  which adversely
affects those with whom we ,are
most concerned—the children.

I feel  that  the  loquacious
mayor was in error in stating
that the CPO i s  a  "legally
charged organization" and their
demands should be adhered to.
Based on my information they

are no t  a  legally chartered
corporation, but in effect a non-
I e g a 1 e n t i t y,  o r  m o r e
c o l l o q u i a l l y  speaking—a
nothing. Every member of the
CPO exposes himself personally.
to legal liability f o r  libelous
statements m a d e  b y  t h e
e x e c u t i v e  committee and
sanctioned by the membership.

Clothing themselves with the
name "Concerned Parents"
places a l l  opposition t o  their
views as unconcerned parents.

This is  reminiscent o f  those
super-duper patriots who wrap
themselves in the flag and any
persons disagreeing with them
are deemed to be unpatriotic.

As to the "Great Debate"—.1

left early to watch "Laugh-in".
Not only did Goldie appear

intellectually superior t o  the
parties t o  the debate—she is
also prettier.

JOSEPH S. MARCUS

CTA Appeals
Policy Ruling
To High Court

By BOB SHAW
Herald Staff Writer

The Classroom Teachers
Association h a s  asked t h e
state Supreme Court to over-
turn a Circuit Court decision
forbidding collective bargain-
ing be tween  t h e  S c h o o l
Board and the CTA.

And CTA Attorney Tobias
Simon, who filed the appeal,
says tha t  the School Board
will he listed as a plaintiff in
the proceedings, despite the
fact that the board voted last
4reek not to contest the low-
er court decision.
• "The petty political action
of the board is of  no conse-
quence wha tever, "  S i m o n
stated. "The board is now a
party to the appeal, and wi l l
be cal led upon  t o  f i l e  a
brief,"

AT ISSUE IS  the board's
oontroversial Personnel Poli-
cies Memorandum, w h i c h
gives the CTA exclusive bar-
gaining rights for all teachers
employed by the county.
- The policy was passed b y

the board in  December, and
immediately taken t o  cour t
by the Dade County Educa-
tion Associat ion a n d  t h e
A m e r i c a n  Federation o f
Teachers, smaller r iva ls  o f
the CTA.

Circuit Judge Jack  F a l k
threw out  the memorandum
last month, saying that  the
agreement had been reached
through collective bargaining
and therefore violated state
law

Tobias Simon'
. . . 'board is in'

LAST WEEK, four board
members, i n c l ud i ng  t h r e e
who took office this January,
voted n o t  t o  appeal Falk's
decision.

Simon said Thursday h e
"assumed" the board would
now support the CTA appeal.
But Assistant Board Attorney
Robert Ware wasn't so sure.

"As i t  stands now," he
added, " t h e  board has i n -
structed us not to appeal the
decision."

Simon indicated he would
base h i s  appeal o n  Falk 's
interpretation o f  t h e  s tate
constitution.

"Judge Falk said the con-
stitution rules out  collective
bargaining, bu t  my interpre-
tation is that i t  permits bar-
gaining b y  a l l  employes —
public and private," Simon
said.



Called 'Johnny-Come-Lately'

Mayor Attacks CTA
In Jr.

By VIRGINIA AMENDT
H o m e s t e a d  Mayor B i l l

Dickinson accused the  Dade
Classroom Teachers Association
of being power hungry,' and a
Johnny -  come -  lately w i t h
solutions to Homestead Junior
High School discipline problems,
at a meeting Monday night at
Harris fieldhouse.

The occasion was a  public
d e b a t e  be tween  M a y o r
Dickinson a n d  D o n  Pierce,
director o f  personnel services
for the Dade CTA. Dickinson
had challenged Pierce to  the
debate after the CTA officer
charged l o c a l  people w i t h
"witch hunting" because o f
demands made for the removal
of t h e  jun io r  h i g h  school
principal, Charles Overholser.

During the debate, both sides
agreed that  f irmer discipline
needs to be enforced in school
classrooms.

About 200 parents, teachers
and interested citizens were
present.

Pierce opened by saying he

High Debate
had never accused Dickinson of
being a "witch hunter." He had
directed his criticism a t  the
Concerned Parents Organization
a n d s o m e  C i t y  Counci l
members, who, he said, were
urging Overholser be removed
as principal "without a hearing,
due process or  any statement
of specific charges."

He o u t l i n e d  C T A
recommendations for improving
school discipline, which include
enforcing existing board policies
regarding expulsions, obedience
of pupils t o  teachers, a n d
c o r p o r a l  punishment b y
principals i f  necessary, plus a
forum through which students
can express their grievances or
gripes.

"The CTA is deeply concerned
over the breakdown of discipline
in the schools," said Pierce.
"Teachers are sick and tired
of kids telling them to go to
hell, using four-letter words to
the teacher in class and getting
away with it. This can only lead
to chaos in the schools."

Dickinson s a i d  h e  w a s
"delighted" that  the CTA a t
"this late date" has come up
w i t h  recommendations f o r
improved school discipline.

"Prior to March 4, no city
official had been approached by
the CTA," the mayor added. " I t
was only when i t  appeared the
job of an administrator was at
stake did we hear (from the
CTA.) The only inference is that
the CTA is concerned with this,
not w i t h  p u p i l  safety o r
discipline problems."

He praised teachers f r om
Homestead Junior High who
devised their own program for
helping solve problems at their
school, which has been offered
to the county school board.
Improvements have been made
a t t h e  s c h o o l  recent ly,
Dickinson added. But they came
about because citizens a n d
teachers within the community
were concerned, not the CTA,
he claimed.

Terming the CTA a  "power
union," Dickinson sa id  t h e
teacher organization became
concerned o n l y  because o f
public pressure. When parents
began making demands, t he
mayor said the CTA was afraid
of "losing its grip" and "had
to attack those making the
demands."

Pierce said the junior high
faculty worked up its program
on his suggestion. He also said
that he had spent an hour and
a half at the south district office
back in January, discussing the
junior high problems, and had
worked o n  i t  fu r the r  a t
meetings in February.

"On March 4, I  met with the
H o m e s t e a d  Junior H i g h
Faculty, and said if  they were
going to sit by and let demands
come for ouster of the principal
without a  hearing, they had
better consider whether their
own jobs might be next,' Pierce
said. "The CTA i s  not going
to sit by and sleep while citizen
groups demand the ouster o f
Ione of our members."



Debaters Agree  3 / q o

S̀chool Discipline
Needs Improving'

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Homestead Mayor Will iam
Dickinson and Donald Pierce,
Dade Classroom Teachers
Association director o f  per-
sonnel services, agreed that
discipline i n  Dade Schools
needs improving.

However, in a debate Mon-
day, the two did not agree on
actions o f  t h e  Classroom
Teachers Association nor on
an alleged "wi tch hunt"  d i -
rected a t  Homestead Junior
H i g h  S c h o o l s  P r i n c i p a l
Charles Overholser.

The debate was held be-
fore 200 persons a t  Harr is
Field in Homestead.

DICKINSON SAID he re-
sented Pierce's public state-
ment that  a Concerned Par-
ents Organization demand
for Overholser's ouster was
supported by members of the
H o m e s t e a d  Council and
should b e  refuted b y  t h e
mayor. Dickinson sa id  t h e
council did not make such a
d e m an d, a l though s o m e
members mentioned names
of school administrators who
might impose stricter discip-
line at the local school.

The mayor  defended t h e
CPO to the extent that i t  is a
legally-chargered o rgan i za -
tion speaking in behalf of its
members, and as such should

Phone Nos.:
kiews 247.9333 •

Cintulation 235.0141

have a voice.
PIERCE DENIED that the

CTA is a union (as alleged by
Dickinson) and said teachers
have as  much r i gh t  t o  b e
represented by a professional
organization as  d o  lawyers
and doctors.

"The teacher movement in
this country i s  j u s t  begin-
ning," Pierce said. "Teachers
are no longer wards o f  the
government," h e  continued.
"They have discovered tha t
they do have a voice."

The mayor said the C TA
got into the school issue late
but i t  is now trying to  "re-
gain its stature and become a
dominant fo rce . "  Teachers
and parent groups were hav-
ing success in bringing about
improvements in the schools,

so the CTA is now trying to
take credit for  recommenda-
tions made by the Homestead
faculty, he charged.

"THE CTA WAS losing its
grip a n d  h a d  t o  a t t a c k
groups" w h i c h  D i ck i nson
said were succeeding in caus-
ing changes in administration
and discipline.

Pierce's answer to a ques-
tion on changing administra-
tors a t  Sou th  Dade H i g h
School (and  improving d is-
cipline) asked, " Isn ' t  i t  cor-
rect that the former principal
went o n  s i c k  leave?" H i s
answer was a  round o f  gig-
gles and guffaws.

Pierce said " I  am standing
behind m y  remarks," c i r i t i -
cizing Homestead o f f i c ia ls
and the CPO. He objected to
the CPO demanding Overhol-
ser's remova l  s a y i n g  t h e
group had no r ight to  make
such demands. However, he
said, the CTA " is  not afraid
to call a spade a spade and i f
we feel changes are  neces-
sary we are going to say so."

The meet ing  c losed  i n
agreement, a t  least  t o  the
point that discipline needs to
be improved a t  a l l  Dade
County schools. Bo th  sides
offered to  work together for
the betterment of our schools
and our pupils.



Dickinson Vs. Pierce
Debate Set For TonighP('1

Controversy s u r r o u n d i n g
d i s c i p l i n e  problems a t
Homestead Junior High School
will be aired at a public debate
at 8 p.m. today at T. J. Harris
fieldhouse in Homestead.

Homestead Mayor  Wi l l iam
Dickinson w i l l  debate D o n
Pierce, director o f  personnel
services f o r  t h e  CTA ,  o n
Pierce's charges that actions of
the C i t y  Council a n d  t h e
Concerned Parents Organization
"smack of witch hunt."

The mayor, who issued the
debate challenge to Pierce, has
invited all parents, students and
teachers at the school to attend.

In a  press statement last
week, Pierce criticised the CPO
and "some members of the City
Council" for urging removal of
Principal Charles Overholser.

The City Council, responding
to numerous complaints that
unruly behavior b y  s o m e
students at the school constitute
a threat to pupil safety, called
recently f o r  a  school board
investigation o f  conditions a t
Homestead Junior High.

The Concerned Parents voted
two weeks ago t o  ask  f o r
O v e r h o l s e r ' s  removal as
principal, alleging he has failed
to enforce discipline.

Let's Learn,
Not Burn3fi
Editor, News Leader:

The n e w s  i s  t h a t  t h e
C l a s s r o o m  T e a c h e r s
Association's Don Pierce wi l l
d e b a t e  Homestead's B i l l
Dickinson.

The exact topic has not yet
been chosen. I  suggest i t  be:

" W  het h e r Homestead's
Teachers Or Its Politicians Are
Of Greater Value T o  O u r
Community".

The educators I ' v e  been
listening to  appear objective,
unselfish, and far more aware
of the broader issues than the
average politician. They must
be doing their job well, judging
from the eloquent letters in The
News-Leader for March 5 from
two ninth-graders.

In any  event, t h e  debate
should prove enlightening. Wi l l
there be present the usual noisy
claque determined to accept as
the sole explanation f o r  our
problems i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Communism? I f  so, will the
debators avoid pandering WI, this
e l e m e n t ,  and assist the
m o d e r a t o r  in maintaining
adequate control at all times?

\Here's a n  opportunity f o r
Homestead t o  demonstrate
political maturity. Let's attend
the debate to learn, not burn.

IRVING PESKOE



Junior High Disorders To
By VIRGINIA AMENDT

C i t y  Counci l  members'
complaints over discipline a t
Homestead Junior High School
will be  carried to  the Dade
School Board when i t  meets
Wednesday, t he  Council was
assured Monday night.

Chairman Holmes Braddock
and 'two other School Board
m e m b e r s  t r a v e l e d  t o
Homestead f o r  a  first-hand
report f r o m  C i t y  Counci l
members on what they feel is
wrong at the junior high school.

The Council claims unruly
student behavior originating
within the school has spilled
over into surrounding streets
a f t e r  classes, causing a
community problem.

There was general agreement
that a  problem does exist a t
the school, calling for a  f irm
course o f  action. Braddock
agreed suspensions — of which
there have been more than 200
since last fall — aren't solving
the problem.

COUNCILMEN Fred Rhodes and Charles Locke talk to
Ben Sheppard (right), Dade County school board member,
prior to meeting Tuesday night over problems at Home-
stead Junior High.

Receive Attention

MAYOR BILL DICKINSON (left) greets Tu e s d a y  night. They talked of solutions to
Mrs. Ethel Beckham and Holmes Braddock, problems at Homestead Junior High.
school board members, council chambers P h o t o s  by Vernon R. Hurley

In answer t o  a  Council
question, Braddock said t he
board hasn' t  received a n y
requests for outright expulsion
of a n y  persistent trouble-
makers. Later in the meeting
Miss Elizabeth Gilkey, south
district supervisor, said four
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n
recommended fo r  30-day sus-
pension and possible expulsion.

It's the  contention o f  the
Council — supported by school
records — that about 30 among
the school's enrollment of 1,500
are causing most of the serious
behavior problems.

Board member D r .  B e n
Sheppard said h e  personally
favors changing the state law
which requires children t o
remain in school until they are
16.

The three board members
expressed favorable interest in
Mayor Wi l l i am Dickinson's
proposal that a special class be
s e t u p  f o r  "p rob lem"
youngsters at the school, rather
than simply sending them home
on suspension.

Board member Mrs. Ethel
Beckham wanted t o  know,
though, just what the Council
thought the class should consist
of.

"Discipline and respect fo r
others," said Councilman Fred
Rhodes.

Mayor Dickinson said he felt
the school administration, with
its professional know-how, could
come u p  w i th  a  suitable
program.

Several Council members
were critical o f  the school
principal, Charles Overholser,
for alleged failure to enforce
discipline and indicated they
felt he should be replaced.

Mrs. Judy McKinney, school
librarian, offered a  concrete
program which a  faculty
committee has worked up. I t
calls for a  special school for
t h e "emotionally u n f i t , "
preferably close by the south
district office where special
counselors, consultants a n d
remedial work  teachers a re
h e a d q u a r t e r e d .  I t  urges
secondly that Homestead Junior
High become a pilot school for
the "vocationally oriented" boys
and girls who don't do well in
the regular academic program.



Today
By PAUL BROOKSHIREO

CONFRONTATION between Dade
School Board members a n d  t h e
Homestead City Council last night
over problems b l a m e d  o n  a
"dsciplinary b r e a k d o w n "  a t
Homestead Junior High, brought into
focus two things:

1. There is a  major problem at
the school.

41112. Something should be done about -
it as soon as possible.* *  *

A HARD CORE group of students,
some of them repeatedly suspended
(but never expelled), have been
disruptive to education processes at
the school.

Most i f  not all, council members
feel i t  results f r om  a  " l ack  o f
administration of discipline" a t  the
school. * *  *

ALTHOUGH racial problems were
minimized, the influx o f  300 black
students into the school this year
apparently has resulted in some of
the disorders.

Homestead Junior High now has
a 31 per cent black enrollment and
it is expected to climb even higher
next year. * *  *

COUNCIL members, some o f
whom have children in  the school,
say there is an atmosphere of "fear"
at the school.

They say the fear not .only exists
among the children but teachers as
well.

There is some contention teachers
are afraid of "reprisals" from school
officials and others i f  they crack
down on disorderly students.• *  *

. . 1 1 . r m . . l i m i l a i l i l l i . . " 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 O U T S P O K E N  Councilman Fred
Rhodes contended the school needs
a strong disciplinarian and one whom
the students respect. He says such
is not the case with the present man

toliti the job.
Another counci lman, G e o r g e

Wright, c a l l e d  t h e  schoo l  a
"madhouse" and says h e  would
never send his children t o  school
there under current conditions.* *  *

BOARD and council members did
i, agree on many things.

A smal l  group o f  students i s
causing most of the trouble . . . and
there i s  a  need for  some type o f
program f o r  "incorrigible" pupils

• who disrupt the education of others.
The "best education possible" was

the expressed goal of both sides.*

IT APPEARS now with the school
board, made more aware o f  acute
problems a t  t h e  school ,  w i l l
implement some steps to correct the
situation.

1! A t  least that appeared to be the
I feeling as the confrontation came to

an end.

Ci ty
—

City Student Sent
To Youth Hall

A 14-year-old boy was taken
to Youth Hall Monday afternoon
after he allegedly pulled a knife
on another b o y,  15 ,  a n  t h e
grounds o f  Homestead Junior
High School.

Victim o f  the attempted as-
sault was Ralph Forehand o f
321 SW Fifth Ave., Florida City.
He told Homestead police and
school authorities tha t  he  pu t
his hand o n  t he  o ther  boy's
shoulder a n d  s a i d  " H e y , "
whereupon t h e  b o y  t u r n e d
around, pulled a  knife on him
and tried to cut him.

Both boys are white.
A sciiool coach intervened and

took both  t h e  youths t o  t h e
school office.

Bad Students
Get Teach rs7

Three teachers are available
for a  s p e c i a l  c l a s s  a t
Homestead Junior High School
to handle youngsters causing
discipline p rob lems  i n  t h e
regular classrooms, a  parent-
teacher meeting a t  the school
was told Wednesday night.

The south district office has;
agreed t o  supp ly  t h e  t h r e e
added teachers, bu t  i t 's  up  to
t h e s c h o o l  f a c u l t y  a n d
administration t o  work  cu t  a
suitable p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e
proposed class.

Also, there's the problem o f
; finding a  room a t  the  school
in ;which the class would meet.

Such a  class has been urged
by Homestead City Council as]
a solution t o  unruly behavior;
problems which have plagued
the school al l  year. Only a tiny
percentage o f  t h e  s t u d e n t
body-30  to 35—is causing most
of the difficulty, and  repeated
suspensions o f  t h e  offenders
haven't solved the problem.

It's argued t h a t  instead o f
simply sending the youngsters
home on suspension, they should
receive specia l  t ra in ing  a n d
counseling i n  a  s e p a r a t e
classroom to  help them adjust
to the  normal school routine.
The special class is envisioned

as a  temporary situation f o r
suspended students, who would
return t o  regular  classrooms
when able te adjust better.



ado High School being modeled by Davidn uniform for South
Magee. Principal Howard Crabtree ad-
justs shoulder 'awnings' and breastplate
— separate overlay that will convert the
uniforms front marching to concert band
type. Basic uniform i s  royal blue, with
gray breastplate, royal blue sash, and gray

New Rebel Look?
come is this sam leSHAPE — AND COLOR — o f  things to

CPO Awaits Decision
Of Education Board

hoard's rulingstudent whose parents backed
fn be shorn.

inesville case, the
:d not to intervene.

paved the way for
arents to  take the

District Court o f
a legal action that

y now underway.

letters SD on back. Shako o f  white fur
sports school colors via blue and gray
tassels in  front.  shoulder a White gloves, spats and
look. w n i n g s  complete the smart new

County School Board, wh ich i s d e r -
writing cost of new uniforms for theun110-
month.member band, wi l l  seek bids early next

Photo by Ed Oberlies

Better housing for migrants
vill be the topic for a meeting
it 3  p.m. today a t  Redland
Labor Camp.

Me meeting is sponsored by
F l o r i d a  Christian Migrant
Ministry and Migrant Legal
Services, i n  a n  e f fo r t  t o
mobilize greater concern over
adequate housing for migratory
workers and their families in
this area.

Growers, c l e r g y m e n ,
principals o f  several schools
which have large numbers of
migrant children enrolled, are
among those invited.

George Eicher, chairman of
Homestead Housing Authority,
will present the revised plans
f o r n e w  federal ly-financed
housing t o  be constructed a t
Redland and South Dade labor
camps. The revisions will m
it possible t o  accommod
more  fami l ies t h a n
previously been planned.

A tragic fire at an area la
camp i n  which three infa
died when a cabin burned down
has g iven impetus t o  t h e
concern for  improved migrant
housing.

Costs for private building of
camps are  prohibitively
forcing growers to utilize

it old.



CPO Awaits. Decision
Of Education Board.

E a r l y  next  month the,
Concerned Parents Organization
will be notified whether the
State Board o f  Education
intends to hear CPO's Rebel
symbols case or keep hands off.

Attorney Richard 0. Mitchell,
of the Tallahassee law firm of
Mitchell and Mitchell, told CPO
members a t  a  meeting
Thursday night that the decision
will be forthcoming within a few
weeks.

Mitchell is a  partner in the
firm of Mitchell and Mitchell,
named• a s  c o -counsel w i th
Homestead Attorney Ra lph
Jordan to represent CPO before
the state board. o f  education has been asked to

intervene i n  county board
If CPO's request to present policy.

its case is turned down by the
board, the attorneys will file
suit in the Leon County Court.

The Dade board's rulingstudent whose parents backed
applied only•to South Dade High his refusal to be shorn.
School, Jordan added.

C P 0 ' s executive board
announced at the meeting that
beginning i n  March ,  t h e
organization will hold regular
general meetings on the third
Thursday o f  each  month.
Meetings, unless other notice is
given, will be at 8 p.m. in the,
Homestead armory.

In his report to CPO, Attorney
Mitchell indicated that the CPO
request for a  hearing is only
the second time the state board

The other case, which arose
about a week before the Rebel

The suit will charge that the symbol question was first taken
State Board of Education, in  to the state level, concerned the
refusing to consider CPO's case,expulsion from a  Gainesville
is not giving the state a uniform
set of  rules and regulations,1
Mitchell explained.

CPO is contesting the Dade.
County Board o f  Education's
rule banning the Confederate,
flag as a  Sbuth Dade High I
School symbol and Dixie as the
school fight song.

Mitchell and Jordan pointed•
out that elsewhere in Florida
there is a  Dixie High School
and that several schools i n
other Florida counties use the
song Dixie a s  ' their official
school spirit-and-fight tunes.

In the Gainesville case, the
board decided not to intervene.
That decision paved the way for
the boy's parents to take the
case to -the District Court of
Appeals — a legal action that
is reportedly now underway.

Homing * l t :
Is Subject
Of Meeting

Better housing for migrants
will be the topic for a meeting
at 3  p.m. today a t  Redland
Labor Camp.

The meeting is sponsored by
F l o r i d a  Christian Migrant
Ministry and Migrant Legal
Services, i n  a n  effort t o
mobilize greater concern over
adequate housing for migratory
workers and their families in
this area.

Growers, c l e r g y m e n ,
principals o f  several schools
which have large numbers of
migrant children enrolled, are
among those invited.

George Eicher, chairman of
Homestead Housing Authority,
will present the revised plans
f o r n e w  federally-financed
housing to be constructed a t
Redland and South Dade labor
camps. The revisions will make
it possible t o  accommodate
more families than  h a d
previously been planned.

A tragic fire at an area labor
camp in  which three infants
died when a cabin burned down
has given impetus t o  the
concern for improved migrant
housing.

Costs for private building of
new camps are prohibitively

forcing growers to utilize
existing housing, much of it Old.
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Attorney Defends
School Principal

Joe Marcus, a  Homestead
attorney, today accused the,
C o n c e r n e d  Parents
Organization's E x e c  ut iv e
Committee of "indicting, trying
and convicting" Homestead
Junior High School principal
Charles Overholser. '

Marcus expressed his feelings
in a  let ter  t o  G .  Holmes
Braddock, chairman o f  t h e
Dade County School Board.

The CPO was reported t o
have urged t h e  ouster o f
Overholser a t  a  meeting last
week.

The junior high school has
been embroi led i n  s o m e
controversy over the alleged
breakdown of discipline at the

school.
Marcus' letter t o  Braddock

read as follows:
"This letter is in response to

a recent indictment, trial and
conviction o f  Mr.  Overholser,
the principal o f  Homestead
Junior High School b y  "The
CPO". As  you may recall i t
was the Dade County School
Board that was instrumental in
the organization of this body by
suggesting t h a t  a  bi-racial
group be formed to resolve the
recent South Dade High School
dispute. New that the School
Board h a s  recognized t h i s
"Group" they proceed a t  this
point to  solve a l l  educational

(Continued on Page 3) '

Attorney Defends Principal
(Continued on Page 3)

problems in South Dade.
I recently had occasion t o

visit with Mr.  Overholser and
his assistant principal, M r .
Robert D.  Sulzberg. M y  visit
was motivated by reports and
rumors o f  abuses existing a t
Homestead Junior High. The
sum a n d  substance o f  m y
impression w a s  t h a t  v e r y
serious problems do exist and
the administrative staff as well
as the faculty o f  Homestead
Junior H i g h  a r e  t o  b e
commended for their handling
of , an  extremely complex
situation. I  was accompanied by
the legal counsel of the "CPO"
who expressed tha t  h e  was
equally impressed w i t h  t h e
efforts of the Homestead Junior
High faculty and staff.

The letter by Mr. Tom Dolar
of the CPO does not i n  any
opinion reflect the feeling of the
majority of the true-concerned
parents o f  South Dade. Your

acquiescence `to the demand of
this non-legal entity wi l l  only
clothe t h i s  group w i t h  t h e
feeling of representative power
that is non-existent. I t  is tragic
that Mr, Overholser is maligned
by a  general statement o f
accusations without specifically
attributing to him any definite
indiscretions o n  h i s  p a r t
justifying removal by the Dade
County School Board. Whether
judgment is proper or improper
can only be evaluated after the
exercise o f  that judgment. I
have had 12 years of teaching
and administrative experience
with Florida State University
and I  would feel inadequate to
handle the problems existing at
H o m e s t e a d  Junior High.
However, a n  inexperienced,
incompetent, unqualified a n d
uneducated minority takes upon
itself t h e  power  t o  pass,
judgment as to the method in
handling a  h igh ly  complex
social, economic, cultural and
emotional problem. Have they

taken a course in Guidance 350,
Sociology 411, o r  a  self-study
course in Bigotry 201?

I strongly urge t h e  Dade
County School Board to function
as they were elected t o  do.
Make decisions based on their
judgment and evaluations and
not that of a loud minority. I f
the School Board should adhere
to the removal demand of the
CPO the next step would be
a demand by the CPO to select
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  arrange the
curriculum and determine the
course content a t  Homestead

Junior High School.
Well I'll be darned!
This sounds l i ke  Berkeley,

Columbia, San Francisco State,
and Wisconsin University i n
reverse. The next thing you
know the CPO might have a
"Simulated Happening". They
c o u l d  receive considerable
assistance from the University
of M i a m i  P h i l o s o p h y
Department. Now again we are
confronted with another issue —
Who wears the leotards? Oh
well — Let's send i t  back to
the executive committee of the
CPO."



Are Parents To Blaine?1)-11-4,1
Editor, News Leader:

It is with' concern I  read in
the News Leader that three
school board members w i l l
meet wi th  Homestead Ci ty
Counc i l  t o  hear council
c o m p l a i n t s  over discipline
problems at Homestead Junior
High School.

Mayor William Dickenson
wants t o  discuss what the
problems are and feel s  the

__school i s  being used a s  a
breeding ground for problems
while school officials feel it is
a community problem.

Dickenson said he plans to
propose that a special class be
set up to rehabilitate the few
students who appear t o  b e
causing most of the problems.

He says there are 1,500 pupils
at the school and about 30 to
35 are problem kids. He also
states that when problems erupt
they generally involve one or
more of these kids, and they
are suspended for from 3 to
10 days, and when they come
back the same thing happens
all ever.

The figures given indicate less
than 21/2 per cent are problem
c h i l d r e n  which, i n  turn,
indicates that the officials are
on the ball and ready to nip
the problem in the bud.

This problem is as old as the
hills and is not just a problem
of today.

This problem starts back in
the home a n d  I  a m  no t
guessing, t h i s  starts w i t h
problem parents. B e i n g  s
parent is a  24-bour-a.day and

a 7-day-a-week job. A  job of
don't and do's, a  job of praise
and love, a  job of soap and
water and understanding.

I can tell you with certainty,
living up to the Jones is not
the answer, but 10 per cent
brains and 90 per cent sweat
is the true answer.

Any damn fool can perform
the biological function but i t
takes a real mom and dad to
make a good citizen.

Again, I  must say there are

good instructors, but i t  takes
dedication and hard work to be
a teacher, and to these words
I would quote Goethe:

"A teacher who can arouse
a feeling for one good action,
for one single good poem,
accomplishes more than he who
fills our memory with rows on
rows o f  natural objects
classified with name and form."

L. T. ANUNDSON
Homestead, Fla.

SOUTH DADE (FLA.) NEWS LEADER

CPO Awaits Decision
Of Education Board

E a r l y  next month the,
Concerned Parents Organization
will be notified whether the
State Board o f  Education
intends to hear CPO's Rebel
symools case or keep hands off.

Attorney Richard 0. Mitchell,
of the Tallahassee law firm of
Mitchell and Mitchell, told CPO
members  a t  a  meeting
Thursday night that the decision
will be forthcoming within a few
weeks.

Mitchell is a  partner in the
firm of Mitchell and Mitchell,
named a s  c o -counsel w i th
Homestead Attorney Ra lph
Jordan to represent CPO before
the state board.

If CPO's request to present
its case is turned down by the
board, the attorneys will file
suit in the Leon County Court.

The suit will charge that the
State Board of Education, in
refusing to consider CPO's case,
is not giving the state a uniform
set of  rules and regulations,
Mitchell explained.

The Dade board's ruling student whose parents backed
applied only to South Dade High
School, Jordan added.

CPO's .  executive board
announced at the meeting that
beginning i n  March ,  t h e
organization will hold regular
general meetings on the third
Thursday o f  each  month.
Meetings, unless other notice is
given, will be at 8 p.m. in the
Homestead armory.

In his report to CPO, Attorney
Mitchell indicated that the CPO
request for a  hearing is only
the second time the state board
of education has been asked to
intervene i n  county board
policy.

The other case, which arose
about a week before the Rebel
symbol question was first taken
to the state level,' concerned the
expulsion from a  Gainesville
school o f  a  long-haired boy

CPO is contesting the Dade
County Board o f  Education's
rule banning the Confederate
flag as a  South Dade High
School symbol and Dixie as the
school fight song.

Mitchell and Jordan pointed I
out that elsewhere in Florida 1
there is a  Dixie High School
and that several schools i n
other Florida counties use the
song Dixie a s  the i r  official
school spirit-and-fight tunes.

his refusal to be shorn.
In the Gainesville case, the

board decided not to intervene.
That decision paved the way for
the boy's parents to take the
case to the District Court of
Appeals — a legal action that
is reportedly now underway.
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". . . . . We Have Best
Ji•. High In County . . . . .

Editor, The News Leader:
"Before I  comment o n  some

statements that have been printed in
local papers recently I  feel that I
should explain that I  came to work
at Homestead Junior High School
twelve years ago. I  intended t o
remain f o r  one year  only  before
requesting a  transfer t o  a  school
closer t o  m y  home. I  have been
driving 18 miles to work ever since
because I  came to love the students
from this community. I  have often
told them that  w e  have the best
junior high school i n  Dade County
and I  have not ye t  seen anything
to change my opinion.

"I t  i s  true that our school has
problems; i t  has had problems ever
since I  have been here and long
before that. I t  has also quadrupled
in size; so have its problems. I  am
in the school at seven o'clock in the
morning and usually leave a t  f ive
or six and I  know that the problems
are nowhere near what some people
in this community would have you
believe that they are.

" I t  has been said that these are
strictly school nroblems which have
spilled over into the community. I
would like to speak about some of
these problems.

"I t  has been said that there is
"fear" in  our school — hate would
be a  better word. We do not teach
racial hate. I t  comes t o  us  f rom
parents through their children. We
are fortunate that those with blind
hatred a r e  f ew,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a
community problem.

"Children have  been condemned
for walking i n  the streets and for
,walking on lawns where there are
no sidewalks. This is a  community
problem. Children d o  n o t  bu i l d
sidewalks.

" I t  is often extremely difficult to
get teachers to  work i n  this area,
and many leave after the first year.
A great many of them have said i t
is because they are not made to feel
welcome in the community. Cities all
over the country regularly print and
distribute attractive brochures t o
prospective teachers and the c i t y
officially m a k e s  n e w  teachers
welcome to the community. I  have
not i n  m y  twelve years here seen
this community do either. This is a
community problem.

"Some of our very best teachers
have diff iculty remaining i n  t h e
school because they are Negro and
c a n n o t  f i n d  su i tab le  housing
anywhere near the school. This i s
a community problem.

"Many teachers, parents a n d
students say that when they read the

would enjoy taking him on a  tour
of the complete school any time he
wishes to visit. I f  city officials speak
o f f i c i a l l y  w i t h o u t  f i rst-hand
knowledge of the subject, this is a
community problem.

"I t  has been said that teachers
in the school are afraid to speak out
because they fear retaliation by the
administration. I  challenge anyone to
show evidence o f  any past act  o f
retaliation or to show that there is
any foundation for believing i t  could
happen. I n  the meantime to bandy
the word around without justification
is a  cheap propaganda device and
nothing more. I f  city officials make
accusations based on misinformation
and do not try to determine the truth,
this is a community problem.

"The school has repeatedly over
the years sent out requests for help
from people in the community. Three
years ago a resource survey was run.
One thousand forms went t o  the
c o m m u n i t y  ; o n l y  three were
returned. At  the beginning o f  this
year over 1500 newsletters were sent
out containing two specific appeals
for help;  o n l y  one answer w a s
received. When t h e  people o f  a
community show such apathy and yet
jump at the chance to attack a school
and i t s  personnel, t h e r e  i s  a
community problem.

"To speak without information —
to criticize without suggestions is the
way of the coward. I  would like to
offer the following suggestions to the
Mayor, the City Manager, the City
Council and  t h e  citizens o f  th is
community.

1. First of all, visit your school.
Get first hand information. I  would
be pleased to show you any part of
the school o r  i ts  program a t  any
time.

2. Volunteer your services to help
the children o f  your  community.
Don't wait for someone else to  do
it and don't wait to be asked. There
is a job for almost everyone.

3. S t a r t  a n  act ive campaign
(cooperate w i th  the Dade County
Board o f  Publ ic  Instruction) t o
persuade teachers to  come to  this
community and then actively make
them welcome.

4. Take steps to  see to  i t  that
there is adequate housing available
in the community for  any teacher
who needs it.

5. The next time you hear a report
about the school, question the source,
determine the facts. I f  you continue
to hear unfounded stories from the
same person, question the integrity
and purpose of that person.

a •  _  _



comment o n  some of the complete school any time he

0
statements that have been printed in
local papers recently I  feel that I
should explain that I  came to work
at Homestead Junior High School
twelve years ago. I  intended t o
remain f o r  one year  only  before
requesting a  transfer t o  a  school
closer t o  my. home. I  have been
driving 18 miles to work ever since
because I  came to love the students
from this community. I  have often
told them that  we  have the best
junior high school i n  Dade County
and I  have not yet  seen anything
to change my opinion.

" I t  is  true that our school has
problems; i t  has had problems ever
since I  have been here and long
before that. I t  has also quadrupled
in size; so have its problems. I  am
in the school at seven o'clock in the
morning and usually leave a t  f ive
or six and I  know that the problems
are nowhere near what some people
in this community would have you
believe that they are.

" I t  has been said that these are
strictly school nroblems which have
spilled over info the community. I
would like to speak about some of
these problems.

" I t  has been said that there is
"fear" in  our school — hate would
be a  better word. We do not teach
racial hate. I t  comes t o  us f rom
parents through their children. We
are fortunate that those with blind
hatred a r e  few,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a
community problem.

"Children have  been condemned
for walking i n  the streets and for
walking on lawns where there are
no sidewalks. This is a  community
roblem. Children d o  n o t  bu i l d

sidewalks.
" I t  is often extremely difficult to

get teachers to  work i n  this area,
and many leave after the first year.
A great many of them have said i t
is because they are not made to feel
welcome in the community. Cities all
over the country regularly print and
distribute attractive brochures t o
prospective teachers and the c i t y
officially m a k e s  n e w  teachers
welcome to the community. I  have
not in  m y  twelve years here seen
this community do either. This is a
community problem.

"Some of our very best teachers
have diff iculty remaining i n  t h e
school because they are Negro and
c a n n o t  f i n d  su i tab le  housing
anywhere near the school. This i s
a community problem.

"Many teachers, parents a n d
students say that when they read the
papers and listen to  people i n  the
community they d o  not  recognize
their school. Gossip is rampant. Here
are three versions of what happened
after a  recent bomb hoax a t  the
school (1) "They found the bomb and
arrested a student." (2) "The bomb
went o f f  i n  t h e  auditorium a n d
destroyed i t . "  (3) "The bomb went
off i n  the cafeteria and ki l led a
cafeteria worker." Al l  of this in the
face o f  repeated appeals by  school
officials a n d  P T A  off ic ia ls  t o
determine the truth before speaking.
This is a community problem.

"A member -of the City Council
is reported t o  have said that  the
school is a  "mad house". I  do not

wishes to visit. I f  city officials speak
of  f i c i a 11 y w i t h o u t  f i rst-hand
knowledge of  the subject, this is  a
community problem.

"I t  has been said that teachers
in the school are afraid to speak out
because they fear retaliation by the
administration. I  challenge anyone to
show evidence o f  any past act  o f
retaliation or to show that there is
any foundation for believing i t  could
happen. I n  the meantime to bandy
the word around without justification
is a  cheap propaganda device and
nothing more. I f  city officials make
accusations based on misinformation
and do not try to determine the truth,
this is a community problem.

"The school has repeatedly over
the years sent out requests for help
from people in the community. Three
years ago a resource survey was run.
One thousand forms went t o  the
c o m m u n i t y  ; o n l y  three were
returned. A t  the beginning o f  this
year over 1500 newsletters were sent
out containing two specific appeals
for he lp ;  o n l y  one answer w a s
received. When t h e  people o f  a
community show such apathy and yet
jump at the chance to attack a school
and i t s  personnel, t h e r e  i s  a
community problem.

"To speak without information —
to criticize without suggestions is the
way of the coward. I  would like to
offer the following suggestions to the
Mayor, the City Manager, the City
Council and  t h e  citizens o f  th is
community.

1. First of all, visit your school.
Get first hand information. I  would
be pleased to show you any part of
the school o r  i ts  program a t  any
time.

2. Volunteer your services to help
the children o f  your  community.
Don't wait for  someone else to do
it and don't wait to be asked. There
is a job for almost everyone.

3. S t a r t  an .  act ive campaign
(cooperate w i th  the Dade County
Board o f  Publ ic  Instruction) t o
persuade teachers to  come to  this
community and then actively make
them welcome.

4. Take steps to  see to  i t  that
there is adequate housing available
in the community for  any teacher
who needs it.

5. The next time you hear a report
about the school, question the source,
determine the facts. I f  you continue
to hear unfounded stories from the
same person, question the integrity
and purpose of that person.

6. Take immediate steps to have
Homestead J u n i o r  H i g h  School
become a Community school so that
its facilities can be available to the
children and adults in the afternoon
and evening. Remember that i t  i s
your school a n d  they  a r e  y o u r
children. Your teachers cannot do a
good job if they are constantly under
fire f r om some members o f  the
community. Give them your support
and help. I f  you find they cannot or
will no t  d o  the  j o b  under those
conditions then you have a right to
be concerned.

We w i l l  w a i t  pat ient ly  a n d
hopefully for your response.
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Teachers Back
School Principal

F i f t y  - f i v e  teachers and
counselors at Homestead Junior
High School — almost the entire
faculty —  lined u p  publicly
tod a y behind beleaguered
Principal Charles L. Overholser,
target of an ouster attempt by
the C o n c e r n e d  Parents
Organization and public c r i -
ticism by the Homestead City
Council.

I n a  s igned statement
supplied t o  news media, the
teachers rallied to defend Over-
holser and his administration
of the problem-racked junior
high.

The statement said the 55
signers want to go on record
as "opposed to any action or
group which might remove him
from our school."

The statement said i t  was
i s s u e d  " t o  c la r i f y  a n y
misconceptions a b o u t  t h e
relationship that exists between

members of Homestead Junior
High School faculty and i t s
principal."

Members of the CPO and the
Homestead council have been
sharply critical of disciplinary
policies at the school, and have
openly charged that teachers
there are afraid to speak out
because they fear retaliation by
the administration.

A letter from CPO, signed by
its president, Tommy Dolar,
was sent  t o  county school
authorities Monday, calling for
Overholser's removal.

The principal has said he is
at a loss for comment on the
ouster request because t h e
letter dealt in generalities and
did not list specific allegations.

The faculty statement, with 55
signatures affixed, offers a five-
point defense o f  Overholser's
administration.

2/3- 7/ 4.1School Board
Gets Letters

Three strongly-worded letters
concerning Homestead Junior
High problems and a move to
oust P r i n c i p a l  Charles
Overholser got no mention at
the Dade County School Board
meeting Wednesday.

Copies o f  the letters were
made avai lable t o  b o a r d
members, however. One was
f r o m  Concerned Paren ts
Organization, one from Attorney
Joe Marcus, and one from, the
school faculty.

be discussed at board level."
H e s a i d  D r .  E d w a r d

"is not a thing that needs to

G. Holmes Braddock, board
chairman, said the ouster move

Whigham, superintendent o f
schools, h a d  already been

that Whigham and his staff are
investigating the situation.

handed the question at a board-
administration conference, and

Student,// I
I- 6 7Boosts

Junior High
Editor: The News Leader:

This is the first letter I  have
written to this paper and I  feel
that i t  is  necessary. I  am a
9th grader of Homestead Junior
High School and I  am PROUD
of i t .  I n  view o f  the recent
attacks against the principal of
my school, Charles Ovenholser,
I am writing this Teter.

Mr. Overholser in my belief,
is handling the  problem a t
Homestead Junior High as well
as can be expected. The people
who are acting against h im
trying to remove him from his
position should try to handle i t
if they could.

Most people that are against
him have never met him. I
have known Mr. Overholser for
the three years that I  have
attended Homestead Junior and
it h a s  been a  rewarding
experience. He is  like anyone
else. He makes a few mistakes,
but so does everyone else.
Ile has a sense of humor and

is a fair man. He tries to be
fair with everybody. He's even
been criticized for that. They
say it's bad that he sways his
rules, b u t  i f  h e  didn't, h e
couldn't be fa i r  because some
cases require special attention
in order to be fair.

Another thing, everyone i s
criticizing Homestead Junior
High for  the racial problem.
Has, anyone thought it might not
be the school's fault but the fault
o f t h e  parents  o f  t h e
community? Think about that.

How many people reading this
have ever been to our school to
judge f o r  themselves? H o w
many go to  see our exhibits
or science fairs or  even band
concerts to see the GOOD things
about our school? Just about
the only publicity we get i s
about the bad things. Why?

Maybe people don ' t  ca re
about the good things. Come
out and judge our school for
yourself. F o r m  y o u r  o w n
you think.
opinion THEN let us know what

A PROUD STUDENT
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Principal Gets
Teacher Backing

Statement
Answers
Parents

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

T h e Homestead J u n i o r
High School staff  Thursday
gave school Principal Charles
Overholser a  vote o f  confi-
dence in  a  statement signed
by 55 teachers.

The teachers s a i d  t h e y
were aginst any proposal to
remove Overholser a s  t h e
c h i  e f administrator. T h e
statement was  directed t o -
ward a  l e t t e r  ma i led  t o
school officials last Friday by
Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion President To m m y  E .
Dolar, calling for the princi-
pal's removal from the trou-
bled school.

Only a handful of teachers
fc,i1,•4--im—sign the Statement
designed t o  clear up  "mis-
conceptions about the  rela-
tionship" between the faculty
and Overholser.

The CPO 1 e t t e r caused
many parents as well as the
teachers to  rally to the prin-
cipal's support. Most o f  the
supporters say  they believe
Overholser i s  doing a  good
job in the face of  difficulties
brought o n  b y  integration
and rap id  g row th  o f  t h e
school.

School officials have de-
clined t o  comment o n  t h e
CPO let ter,  o the r  t han  t o
acknowledge its receipt.

A meeting o f  junior high
school pa ren ts  h a s  b e e n
called for  tonight to  discuss
the n in th  grade boundaries
for next school season.

Mrs. P a t  Harper, Home-
stead Jun io r  H i g h  School
PTA president said parents
of Redland Junior High and
Homestead Junior High are
especially urged to attend.

The meeting wi l l  be a t  8
p.m. in the Homestead Junior
High Auditorium.
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Stop, Look, LISTEN!
Editor, The News Leader:

I read Mr. Edward Cumbie's
letter (Feb. 26, 1969) with much
dismay and sadness. Though I
have o n l y  b e e n  i n  t h i s
community a  short t ime, I
share with Mr. Cumbie the love
for our children as well as the
people i n  this county. A n d
again, though I  cannot identify
clezzly some o f  the crucial
issues w i t h  o u r  school and
community, I  can share with
Mr. Cumbie the sickness that
is rampant in our times. This
is not  a  new and currently
discovered disease in our nation
but o n e  wh ich  w a s  v e r y
contagious and wide spread as
long as 2000 years ago.

What I am thinking about and
what Mr. Cumbie wrote is the
problem of Communications—in
particular, the skill of "hearing
the other person" and the skill
of "getting the facts". These
skills a re  no t  developed b y
reading books o r  listening to
someone lecture on this subject,
but takes much practice and
patience. Often times, it begins
at t h e  t o p  l eve l  o f  t h e
community yet in order for i t
to take roots, everyone needs
to be aware of these skills and
practice them daily.

All ready I  have experienced
the lack of the skill of "getten"
the facts. Do we stop to bother
to ask the source—getting i t
right from the horses mouth?

Do we bother to examine both
sides and the source o f  our
facts? D o  we even bother to
confront the person to get his
or her side o f  the story and
to understand this person?

I doubt it. F o r  many of us
this can be embarrasing or just
too difficult to take the risk that
we may be wrong. I n  the end,
we k i l l  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d
ultimately our community (and
our children) only because o f
our apathy and lack of the facts
on a l l  sides o f  the issue.
Sometimes the easiest solution
is to get rid of the hurt without
bothering to diagnose and cure
the sickness.

As for hearing each other, I
do not know what the answer
m a y b e  e x c e p t  m a y b e
"silence." We can become very
noisy at times but do we really
perceive what other people are
saying o r  do we really even
care? I  would be a l l  for a
proclamation f o r  a  "Day  o f
Silence" i n  which w e  m a y
become acquainted with each
other by name, appearance and

shaking o f  hands. I  wonder
then how we could listen to each
other after we found out who
we are.

I expect none of  the above
will resolve a n y  o f  o u r
immediate problems in S. Dade.

They are here and we wil l
have to deal with them. A n d
I'm sure before the answer is
found, we will have to struggle
long and hard together. B u t
before the answer, any answer
if you will, i s  found, we wil l
have to learn to respect and
support each other. This means
our elected Mayor and City
Officials, Our School Officials,
Our Teachers, The Parents and
most importantly, Our Students.

The bombs in Viet Nam are
killing lives each day but we
in South Dade can kill ever so
much deeper if we cannot begin
to support, praise and listen to
each other.

Mr. Cumbie says he will wait
patiently and hopefully for our
response. I  pray all of us of
this g rea t  community, w i l l
respond with hope, trust and
p a t i e n c e  t o  one anotlier
together.

The R e v.  CHARLES D .
CURRAN Jr.

This Parent Concerned
Editor, News Leader:

I  have heard i t  said that
common sense i s  a  r a r e
commodity. A f t e r  reading an
item i n  the  Feb. 25  News
Leader, ent i t led,  "At torney
Defends School Principal," I am
convinced of it.

If the tirade is evidence of
"higher education," 12 years of

teaching a n d  administrative
e x p e r i e n c e ,  perhaps the
inexperience, i n c o m p e t e n t ,
unqualified a n d  uneducated
minority could better use the
57 per cent of their tax dollars
to buy lessons in courtesy and
diplomacy f o r  such uncouth
individuals whose education is
sadly lacking.

A sincere Concerned Parent
for the past 12 years.

NAME WITHHELD

Editors Note: Readers are
reminded to sign their name
on all letters. Names will be
witheld on request.
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Students Learn Despite Adult Furor
By Virginia Amendt

A poster i n  the auditorium
lobby announces a  d rama
festival to be presented Friday
night.

Inside t h e  auditorium, 300
boys and gir ls f rom several
English classes s i t ,  attentive
and silent, watching a preview
performance of one of the plays
by drama students.

In a building across the street
other students look over the
nearly 300 exhibits making up
the annual science and math
air. A number of the exhibits

are highly sophisticated. Many
represent weeks or  months of
painstaking research and hard
work. I t  is the school's biggest
such fair to date.

Elsewhere on the big campus,
the chorus is rehearsing for an
ambitious production o f  a n
historical narrative with music,
which was writen by an eighth
grade class a t  the school. I n
history and geography classes,
youngsters a r e  working o n
exhibits for a social studies fair
in April, first of its kind in any
junior high school in the county.

These were some of the things
going on one day last week at
Homestead Junior High School
— a school castigated in recent
weeks as a "madhouse" where

there's so much student turmoil
that the educational process has
practically broken down.

Looking in on the science fair,
an assistant principal remarked
wryly to a visitor: " I  wonder
how the students managed to
prepare and put this together
in the midst of all the "turmoil"
that's supposed to be going on
over here!"

H o m e s t e a d  Junior High
School has been much in the
news i n  recent weeks. C i ty
officials h a v e  charged a
breakdown of  discipline within
the school; t h e  Concerned
Parents Organization has called
for remova l  o f  Pr incipal
Charles Overholser.

The administration is quick to
admit that there have been
problems, stemming from rapid
growth and rapid integration.
And that the problems are far
from being solved.

But the school i s  hardly a
madhouse o f  disorder, a s
charged by one city councilman
recently, say school personnel.
(A visit there tends to bear this
out: t h e  scene appears a s
generally peaceful and quiet as
one would f ind a t  any other
school.)

The school staff — and an volunteers in many other areas
i n c r e a s i n g  number  o f
sympathetic parents — point to
a number o f  positive things

Homestead Junior High has
going for it, which have been
overlooked in the recent spate
of public criticism..

One is a rejuvenated Parent-
Teacher Association, formed
last year after lack of interest
had led to its dissolution three
years ago.

"We've had heavy attendance
al all our meetings this year,"
said PTA President Mrs. Pat
Harper. " T h e  f i r s t  meeting
drew 397 people; there have
been over 300 a t  each one
since."

More parents are visiting the
school, just to see what's going
on, than ever before, said Mrs.
Harper, and  a  much closer
working relationship between,
parents a n d  teachers h a s .
developed.

The P TA has  taken over
volunteer operation o f  t h e
school clinic, freeing counselors
to give more t ime t o  their
heavy counseling loads.

( ' ' W e  d o  n e e d  m e r e
volunteers for this," said Mrs.
Harper. "Anyone who'd like to
serve can ca l l  Mrs.  Ar thur
Warfield, 248-1843.")

T h e P T A  i s  current ly
mounting a campaign to enlist

where parent aid can be used.
Anyone with a  special interest
or skill, or  who simply enjoys

working with children, is invited
to contact Assistant Principal
Edward Cumbie at 247.4221.

An advisory committee o n
student discipline, made up of
parents and teachers, has been
organized this year. I t  provides
a chance to swap ideas, come
up with suggestions, look into
complaints.

One suggestion,. for example,
was to spread out buses picking
up students a f t e r  classes.
Previously all seven buses were
lined up on the building's west
side. More than two thirds 0
all students came out the west
doors — the 40 per cent who
ride the bus home and the 30
per cent who are Negro and
who walk home f r o m  t h a t
direction.

With s o  m a n y  students
pouring out together, there was
greater chance for pushing and
shoving incidents to erupt into
fisticuffs — which happened on
many occasions. The suggestion
of the discipline committee has,
been adopted and three of the
buses now wait on the school's
east side.

The south district office has
just assigned t h r e e  m o r e
personnel to Homestead Junior
High's s t a f f  f o r  a  special
program t o  handle disruptive
students who, as the educators
put i t ,  "don't  adjust t o  the

reggar classroom situation."
T s  is an apparent response

to drging from the Homestead
City' Council f o r  some such
pro*ain f o r  students o n
suspension, rather than jus t
sending them home.

e program's content,
\varied u p  f r o m  ideas o f
administrators and concerned
fatuity members, hasn't go t
fonteI approval y e t  b u t  i s
exi t e d  t o  a n d  should b e
fun oning soon, says Principal
Ove olser.

A stant .  Principal Cumbie
call attention to other, broader
pro ams in self-instruction and
ind n d e n t  study which a re
pro i n g  improved education
opp unit ies for youngsters at
Ho stead Junior High.

N t h i s  year  i s  a  self-
inst ction program i n  t h e

- —

science department, f o r  boys
and g i r l s  w h o  have fal len
behind academically. Working
'with check sheets, each student
studies vocabulary cards, sees
film s t r ips ,  does  assigned
reading in simply-written texts,
makes posters and the l ike.
When he 's  finished t h e  2 3
requirements o n  t h e  check
sheet, he proceeds to a higher
level.

"The k ids  l i k e  i t , "  says
Cumbie. "There's some fooling
around, but mostly we've seen
good progress. At the beginning
of the year the kids learned
how t o  run  the audio-visual
equipment themselves. I t ' s
interesting; since then tota l
damage to the equipment has
been only two looped film strips
being dropped a n d  popping
open."
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CTA Calls Jr. High
Fuss A 'Witch Hunt'

The Dade Classroom Teachers
Association (CTA) said Monday
actions of the Homestead City
Council and Concerned Parents
Organization i n  regard  t o
Homestead Junior High School
"smack of a witch hunt."

"The action of the CPO and
some members o f  t he  c i t y
council in attempting to remove
Mr. (Charles) Overholser a s
principal at this time is typical
cf pressure groups who attempt
to run the public school system
from the outside," Don Pierce,
director of personnel services of
the CTA said.

Pierce issued a  statement'
after a  meeting o f  C TA
members of Homestead Junior
High Monday.

"The C TA commends t h e

members and the faculty of the
school for the open support of
their principal . . "  Pierce said.

In addition, Pierce told The
News Leader:

"The actions o f  the  C i t y
Council and CPO are not only
irresponsible but smack o f  a
witch hunt which one would
expect to find in a dictatorship
not in a democracy.

"We call upon Mayer William
D i c k i n s o n  t o  refute the
statements of some members of
the City Council. .  .  unless he
wishes t o  g o  o n  record a s
favoring their action.

"As f a r  a s  M r .  D o l a r
(president o f  t h e  CPO) i s
concerned, he should present his
concerns as a  private citizen
to the proper authorities and

with some facts rather than
opinion.

"I reject the statement that
the teachers are afraid to speak
up. To the contrary I  find the
faculty to be solidly united in
their quest to better conditions
at t h e  school. T  he CTA i s
especially concerned a b o u t
groups and publicity seekers
who use the news media at the
expense of interfering with the
e d u c a t i o n  process without
regard to possible outcomes."

Finally, Pierce said the CTA
"wishes to make i t  clear that
the CTA is working closely with
a school commitee to present
to the  proper school board
officials some recommendations
which we feel will provide some
solutions rather than the drivel
that has been espoused by some
of the officials and citizens of
the community."
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Mayor To Debate
A challenge t o  debate

Homestead M a y o r  W i l l i a m
Dickinson next Monday night
was accepted this morning by

Dade Classroom Te a c h e r s
Association official Don Pierce.

Pierce told The News Leader
h e h a d n ' t  y e t  received
Dickinson's wire,  which t h e
mayor said would be sent today,
but promised "I ' l l  be there."

Mayor Dickinson's challenge-
to a public debate with Pierce
came after the CTA official
charged actions by Homestead
City Council and the Concerned
Parents Organization regarding
problems at Homestead Junior
High School "smack of a witch
hunt."

Pierce made the charge in a
statement to the press Tuesday.

"It is somewhat amazing that
t o d a y  w e  h a v e  reached
intellectual degeneration to the
point that if we espouse concern
for the safety of  our children
we are called witch hunters,"
retorted Mayor Dickinson this
morning.

"While I  can appreciate the
motivation of  Mr. Don Pierce
for protection of his pay check,"
the mayor added, " I  wi l l  not
call upon (him) to  refute the
instruction of his superiors. But
I will call upon Mr. Pierce to
publicly discuss his statements
with me a t  a  public meeting
to be held a t  Tom- J. Harris
Field i n  Homestead Monday,
March 10, 1969, at 8 p.m."

He added tha t  h e  would
interpret Pierce's l a c k  o f
attendance a s  a  " p u b l i c

1admission" t h a t  statements
'made by Pierce in  Tuesday's
News Leader  w e r e  ' fa lse,

o l i t  ic a l l  y motivated and
„ without foundation."

P i e r c e ' s  press statement
Tuesday attacked "the action of
the CPO and some members of

1 the City Council" i n  urging
removal of Charles Overholser

, as principal o f  Homestead
Junior High a s  "typical o f
pressure groups who attempt to
run the public school system
from the outside."

The C i t y  Council recently
asked the Dade School Board
to investigate conditions at the
s c h o o l ,  a f t e r  receiv ing
numerous complaints of student
fist fights, threats and other
unruly pup i l  behavior. T h e

'become

Council alleged a breakdown of
discipline wi th in  t h e  school
which they said was affecting

pil safety and threatening to
become a community problem.



Don't Blame  Principalvslti
Editor: The News Leader:

I am a student at Homestead
Junior High School. I  am a
ninth grader, and I  feel that
our principal, M r .  C .  L .
Overholser, has been doing and
will continue to do as good a
job as possible.

I feel I  am speaking for Most
of the students at H. J. H. S.
when I say that no matter what
color a  principal is, o r  'what
color a student is, the problems
will not change at our school.

That is, they will not change
until the children, parents of the
children, and everyone involved
changes their attitudes.

The prejudices of the kids are
not brought on by themselves;
they are brought on b y  the
parents and also by the way
the kids are brought up.

The problems are not caused

by Mr.  Overholser. They are
caused by not only the students
of H. J. H. S., but also by the
cheap talk that is going around.

I know that some kids talk
because t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e
anything better to do.

If the community could get
together a n d  produce some
things of enjoyment for the kids
to do, maybe some o f  the
problems a t  cu r  school and
other schools would come to a
halt!

Some kids just start trouble
for some kind of enjoyment.
This doesn't make sense! A l l
of this is brought back to Mr.
Overholser and blamed on him.

Stop and think about it, and
then write your answers to The
News Leader. I  would like to
have some replies; no t  only

*  *  *
World Needs More People
Like Charles Overholserith

ditor, News Leader:
I would back up Mr. Charles
verholser any day. I  am a

grade student at Homestead
Junior. I  have not lived down
here long, but when I  started
going to HJHS I  found that Mr.
Overholser was a  very great
man. H e  has great integrity
and is dealing with the racial
situation in our school without
prejudice.

If any other person were in
ashis place, wi th some o f  the
Mr situations he has dealt with,

they would have retired! He
is very kind and a very, very
likeable person.

The world would be a better
place t o  l ive i f  more people
were like Mr. Overholser.

I hope that the conscience of
every member of the CPO and
the Homestead council will hurt
them enough so that they will
let some common sense in to
their heads.

I, too, wish that the good
things w e r e  pr inted about
Homestead instead of the bad
things.

Now, I  would like to thank
YOU Mr. Overholser for being
the fine person you are.

A Grateful Student.
DEBRAH GARDNER

from the students of H. J. H.
S., b u t  f r o m  parents and
students f r om other schools
also.

A Concerned 9th Grader

*  *
Mr. Cumbie
Is Praised
Editor, News Leader:

Edward Cumbie, Assistant
Principal of Homestead Junior
H i g h  School i s  t o  b e
congratulated on his courageous
and thoughtful le t ter  which
appeared in The News Leader.

He accomplishes many things
beyond the call of school duties,
one of which we at the Florida
Pioneer Museum appreciate:
the time and effort spent i n
t a p i n g  reminiscences o f
Pioneers and "Old Timers" of
Homestead, and presenting the
recordings t o  the community
(the museum) for posterity.

Mr. Cumbie and the folks at
Homestead Junior High care.

LOUISE 0.  HAMILTON
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Leader of CTA,
Mayor to Clash
By BILL BLOSS

Homestead Bureau Chief

H o m e s t e a d  Mayor Bil l
Dickinson said Friday he i s
seeking an impartial modera-
tor f o r  the debate between
himself a n d  D o n  P ierce,
Classroom Teachers Associa-
tion Director  o f  Personnel
Services.

Pierce said he wi l l  appear
at the 8  p.m. meeting Mon-

day at Harris Field, in Home-
stead, b u t  insisted t h a t  a
moderator be appointed. He
r e q u e s t e d  Dickinson t o
choose a person who wi l l  be
impartial.

THE M AY O R  s a i d  l a t e
Friday that he hasn't selected
a moderator, b u t  h e  w i l l
submit t he  name t o  Pierce
for h is  approval, when t he
choice is made.

D i c k i n s o n  chal lenged
Pierce to debate a statement
issued b y  t he  C TA off icer,
which said Homestead coun-
cilmen a n d  t h e  Concerned
Parents Organizat ion  a r e
engaged in a "witch hunt" at
troubled Homestead Jun io r
High School.

Pierce's statements " a r e
totally w i thout  knowledge,"
Dickinson says. H e  accused
Pierce o f  be ing  pol i t ica l ly
motivated and said the  de-
baters "should let the people
know our motive — whether
our interest i s  i n  the  chi ld
or in an organization."

HOMESTEAD o f f i c i a l s
questioned t h e  disipline a t
the school, i n  l igh t  o f  con-
tinuing disturbances and pu-
pil unrest. The c i t y  council
and a school board commit-
tee met last month to discuss
problems a t  the school and
to seek ways to end the dis-
cord. No specific recommen-
dations were made.

Several d a y s  a f t e r  t h e
meeting, CPO President Tom-
my Dolar submitted a  letter
to school officials calling for
the removal of Charles Over-
holser a s  pr incipal  o f  t h e
school. Without making spe-
cific charges,  D o l a r  s a i d
Overholser was not qualified
to admin i s te r  t h e  l o c a l
school.

Teachers and parents ra l -
lied t o  Overholser's support
following publication o f  the
CPO letter. Some members of
the CPO said they  weren' t
informed that a  meeting had
been set to discuss the ouster
de m an d. O t h e r  pa ren t s
voiced approval o f  Overhol-
ser's e f fo r ts  a n d  sa id  t h e
CPO did not  speak for them.

Dickinson s a i d  h e  w i l l
bring certified excerpts from
the record o f  t h e  meeting
with the school board com-
mittee, t o  the debate. These,
he said, wi l l  show that Pierce
was speaking without knowl-
edge o f  the council's actions
in ca l l i ng  t h e i r  e f fo r ts  a
witch hunt.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pass-Fail System An Improvement
I would like to commend the new

grading system o f  the grade schools
in Dade County.  A  n e w  pass-fail
system has replaced the old method
of grading. This system i s  advanta-
geous because i t  allows the student
to work at his own pace and level.

Under the new system, no grades
are given, the report cards only indi-
cate whether or  not the student has

"When a  student fails to do
satisfactory work, he is placed in
a class better suited to his ability.
This prevents him from accu▶nu-
lating blind spots .  .  . "

done satisfactory work.  I n  general,
too much emphasis has been placed

New Rating
Plan Tried
In Schools

By BILL GIBSON
Associated Press Writer

TALLAHASSEE —  Select-
ed schools across the  state
are tak ing pa r t  i n  a  p i l o t
project that attempts to base
accreditation o n  h o w  much
children learn —  not on the
number of desks and chairs.

Lee Roberts, d i rector  o f
accreditation for  the Depart-
ment of  Education, admits i t
will b e  di ff icul t  t o  se t  the
standards f o r  judging h o w
much a child is learning. He
estimates tha t  i t  may  take
four or five years.

But he said the new sys-
tem should give more infor-
mation.

"EVEN I F  I T  is not per-
fect," Roberts said,  " i t  i s
better t h a n  j u s t  count ing
chairs. A t  least we' l l  know
where we need to  work. We
didn't need to work on those
chairs."

The proposed accreditation
standards were pu t  i n  t  h e
mail l a s t  week t o  the  381
participating schools. In fo r -
mation copies o f  t h e  363-
page standards a l s o  w e r e
sent to other schools.

Roberts said the project is
the f i rs t  large-scale attempt
to include the teaching prod-
uct i n  accreditation stand-
ards.

on grades, and not  enough on  how
much the  student has gained. The
pass-fail system has eliminated th is
problem.

When a student fails to do satis-
factory work, he is placed in a class
better suited to his ability. This pre-
vents him from accumulating "bl ind
spots" in his knowledge of  a subject.

By the same token, the student
who excels i s  placed i n  a  higher
level.

This new system has eliminated
many of the problems of education. I
think the grade schools have made
much progress.

STEVE A. MERRITT
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September 10,  1968

Talked w i t h  Moses Dean t h i s  morning i n  regard t o  t ime  f o r  Mar jo r i e  Camp t o
present American F lag  t o  J .  F.  Kennedy Center -  a t  a d u l t  advorory board meeting
a t  8  p.m. o n  Sept  19 th .

Moses s a i d  t h a t  he was beginn ing t o  w in  t he  young plum b lack  people back.  T h e y
were coming t o  h im i n d i v i d u a l l y  and i n  groups f o r  adv ice as t o  what t o  do .  S a i d
he was g i v i n g  t h e  same words he had been us ing  a l l  a long -  T h e y  should show
themselves i n  good l i g h t ,  obey  school  r u l e s ,  d o  n o t  ask f o r  any th ing  because
they are  b l ack ,  s e e  themselves as  s tudents  and n o t  o the rs  as b l a c k  o r  wh i t e .
alo n o t  leave c l a s s  un less  t h e  teacher  g ives  permission and t h e y  have a  s l i p
to  leave  -  and t h e i r  reason i s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  one accord ing t o  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t he
school.

Moses s a i d  he wanted me t o  understand t h a t  he was w i t h  t h e  b lack  group o f  young
people bo th  t he  ones who do r i g h t  and wrong, and e s p e c i a l l y  t he  wrong ones as
these a re  t h e  ones who r e a l l y  need he lp  t o  g e t  them on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  D i d  I
unders tand. - -  That  what he was t e l l i n g  these young b lack  s tudents  was t h a t  they
needed f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  g e t  an educat ion.  W e  a l l  had t o  l i v e  under r u l e s ,  even
tho sometimes we d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  and i t s  hard  t o  do s o .

Saw Ruth Campbell and asked he r  what a l l  o f  these meeting were a l l  about .  S h e
said which ones " B i l l  D ick inson 's "  o r  t h e  o t h e r  meetings.

1s t  meeting was a t  W i l l a r d  Lewis 's  home. T h e n  t h i s  group was enlarged w i t h
more parents  a t  another  meeting. Some  o f  t h e  group meeting i n  thebse inc luded

Ruth Campbell, Lewi l i ,  Jack  Levy,  G l o r i a  Woods,

Told o f  meeting w i t h  Miss G i l k e y  and what a  n i ce  meeting i t  was u n t i l  B i l l  D ick inson
showed up.  S h e  f e l t  embarrassed over  some o f  h i s  remarks and a t t i t u d e .

Ruth d i d  n o t  know what prompted B i l l  t o  make t h e  appointment w i t h  D r.  Whigham, and
have 011 ie  Pearson and Che i f  Emmet Sn ider  t he re .

Then the  meeting a t  which D r.  Whigham d idxxx  d e c l i n e d  t o  come. I t  was h e l d  a t
Harr is  F i e l d  House - - a b o u t  400 a t tend ing .  S h e  seemed i n  complete disagreement
w i t h  t h e  way B i l l .  D ick inson spoke e t c .

b r i d a x i i y x  When I  asked Ruth why t h i s  seemed t o  have been taken x x  away f rom the
Student Counc i l  and e lec ted  leaders  a t  S.  D . ,  she  s a i d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  s tudents
and parents  f e l t  t h a t  t h r u  L i b b i e  Coal  and a  few o f  Counc i l  g roup- -  t h e
a t t i t u d e  was j u s t  t o  p resent  one s i d e  - -  t h e  dec i s i on  had a l ready  been made t o
change t h e  name. T h e  b a l l o t  on which s tudents  were t o  show preference -  would
not  count  as  a  yes o r  no t o  name change unless a  reason was g iven .  E v e n  one o f
the o f f i c e r s  ( V. 1 - ' 4 ) ,  was n o t  i n v i t e d  t o  meetings h e l d  before  schoo l  s t a r t e d .

This young group n o t  be ing organized was a  more rep resen ta t i ve  group.  W h o  hoped
to b r i n g  t h e  name change t o  a  proper  vo te  - -  and then  abide by  t h e  desu l t s  -  and
get back t o  a t t end ing  schoo l  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  s t udy.

This l a s t  was t h e  main concern o f  most o f  t he  parents  becoming i nvo l ved .

I  asked Ruth i f  she d i d  n o t  t h i n k  by  B i l l  D ick inson going d b r e c t l y  t o  D r.  Whigham
t h a t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  undermined t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Mr.  Wi lson ,  and h i s  adm in i s t r a t i ve
p o s i t i o n  w i t h  s tudents  and f a c u l t y.  S h e  agreed. , . . . . - -

...poitolmammoOMMIWIT_,
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Students
Rebel at
`Rebels'

By BILL AMLONG
Herald S ta f f  Wr i t e r

Black students a t  South
Dade High School are asking
school officials t o  stop call-
ing school  a th le t ic  teams
"Rebels."

"The name i s  a  personal
hurt to them in their hearts,
in their convictions," Home-
stead Community Relations
Board chairman John  M c -
Lean said Saturday.

"They said i t  was a name
that would be an affront to
black people."

McLean said the students
wrote a  let ter  t o  Principal
William R. Wilson, and have
met with him to ask a name
change.

"They sa id  t h a t  i f  t h e
name wasn't changed by the
time school opened, they'd go
to the press w i t h  i t , "  said
McClean.

McClean said school offi-
cials already planned a name
change, b u t  haven' t  a n - .
nounced i t  t o  the students
yet.

"School officials themselves
just don't like the name Re-
bels," he said.

"They've heard this com-
plaint verbal ly before, b u t
never through a committee."

McClean sa id  t h e  name
change w o u l d  t a k e  t i t l e ,
because i t  would necessitate
changing band uniforms and
such, too. •

zehy l  officials were una-
vailable for comment.
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Wipe Out Rebels, P,v4,,
Aim Of 'SOUL' im?'

By GERRY CROSBY
South Dade Negro students deter-

mined to stop what they term "rac-
ist" policies that oppress black stu-
dents have formed an  organization
and will present their grievances to
the school board this month

The "Student Organization f  o r
Unity and Liberty" (SOUL) c  o m -
prised of approximately 100 students
claims its main objective is to cleanse
South Dade High of its racist policies
which serve t o  oppress black stu-
dents, deny them privileges and dero-
gate their dignity.

The group has requested a hear-
ing a t  the School Board's August 7
public meeting at which time t h e y
will l ist the following complaints:

1. T h e  nickname of South Dade
High School, the Rebels, is blatantly
racist. The name of Rebel, the Reb-
el flag, uniforms, songs and ideas
that serve to perpetuate the rebel
tradition are oppressive to students

2. Discriminatory treatment o f
black students by teachers and ad-

ministrators. SOUL claims w h i t  e
teachers and  administrators have
displayed unequal treatment toward
black students, manifested b y  dis-
criminatory grading, unfair discipli-
nary actions, unwarranted derogato-
ry remarks, and unequal application
of school rules and standards.

3. Discriminatory treatment r e -
garding black students' participation
in student organizations. B lack stu-
dents are uneerrepresented on t  h e
student council, there axe no b lack
cheerleaders or majorettes and t h e
admission politicies in general serve
to deter black membership in school
clubs, the group claims.

4. Discriminatory treatment o f
black athletes. SOUL says that un-
equal playing opportunities are given
to black athletes, deserved recogni-
tion is denied them and their activity
bus has been taken away. I n  addi-
tion a policy exists which is general-
ly exploitive of black athletes.

5. The absence of black teachers,

rebels Racist?
coaches and administrators. The ab-
sence in numbers of black teachers,
coaches and administrators points to
a hiring practice that is clearly racist
and serves to deny the black students
adult leaders who can understand
their problems and with whcm they
can identify.

6. T h e  absence of black history
and culture from the curriculum.

7. Discrimination in the school li-
brary. There have been several in-
stances in which black students have
been denied use of the school library,
SOUL claims. T h e  reasons given
were unttnable and i t  is clear that
racial prejudice prompted those de-
nials.

To eliminate the above racist poli
cies, the members of SOUL said they
demand the following:

1. The school's nickname of "Reb-
el" be eliminated and be replaced
with a  'tame that is not oppressive
to black students.

2. A charge in the racial attitudes
of teachers, coaches, administrators,
librarians and other employees. I n
the absence of such change there dis-
missal is demanded.

3.More Black representation o n
the student council, The addition or
black girls to the cheerleaders and
majorettes squad. A  revamping o f
club politices so as not to deter black
membership.

4. Equa l  treatment for b l a c k
athletes which must include the rein-
stating of an activity bus.

5. The hiring of additional coach-
es and black administrators.

6. The inclusion of black history
and culture in the school curriculum.

Black students of South Dade High
School said they are sincere in their
demands which must be met immed-
iately or action will be taken.
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S̀ave the Rebels'
Is Campaign Yell
At South Dade

Negro
Students
Object

By SHARON TYLER
Herald W r i t e r

South Dade H igh  School
students, parents and alumni
will meet at 8 p.m. today " lo
save the rebels."

The meeting w i l l  be held
on the  football  f ie ld  where
the South Dade High School
"Rebels" p l a y  b a l l  t o  t h e
strains o f  "D ix ie  H a r r i s
Field on U.S. 1 in Homestead.

"We'll get  the reaction o f
students and see just  wha t
they w a n t  t o  d o , "  s a i d
Jack Levy, a South Dade par-
ent and former president o f
the Homestead Chamber o f
Commerce. " W e ' l l  f o r m  a
delegation t o  g o  t o  t  h e
School Board hearing a t  3
p.m. Wednesday."

The meeting w a s  cal led
after Negro students a t  the
school requested a  n a m e
change fo r  the school's ath-
letic teams.

"The name i s  a  personal
hurt t o  the Negro students;
in their hearts, in  their con-
victions," Homestead Com-
m u n i t y  Relat ions Boa rd
chairman John McLean said
last Saturday. Since then, Mc-
Lean has found himself in the
middle of the name dispute.

The Negro students pet i -
tioned t h e  D a d e  S c h o o l
Board for  a  3 p.m. Wednes-
day hearing.

"Our board's purpose is to
listen to complaints of differ-
ent groups," sa id  McLean.
"Our board  h a s  n o t  been
asked b y  students o r  t h e
school off ic ials t o  h o l d  a
meeting."

McLean sa id  t h a t  school
officials contacted him after
receiving t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m
SOUL (Students Organiza-
tion for Unity and Liberty.)

"What can be in  the name
"rebel" t h a t  upse t s  t h i s
group?" asked Levy "What is
in the  name "rebel"  that 's
obnoxious? There's noth ing
in the meaning of  this word
that should be  repulsive t o
the Negroes."



Says School Official

Rebel Name Likely j
To Stay At S. Dade
By VIRGINIA AMENDT

South Dade High School's
"Rebel" nickname won't b  e
ordered summarily dumped by
school officials, despite a  d  e-

mand for a name change by  a
newly organized group of black
students.

That was the word Monday
from Marvin Griep, director of

S̀dv—e Rebel' Meeting
Scheduled For Tonight

Students, parents and alumni of  South D a d e
High School wi l l  meet a t  8 p.m. today at  H a r r i s
Fieldhouse in Homestead to " s a v e "  t h e  school's
Rebel nickname.

The meeting was organized Monday a f te r  a
group of Negro students a t  the school called for  a
change in the Rebel name, which they term "rac-
ist."

Tonight's ral ly is expected to produce a formal
stand in  opposition to the Negro group's demand,
with a delegation named to appear at Wednesday's
county school board meeting.

The Negro group, Student Organization f  o r
Unity and Liberty (SOUL)), wil l  present seven com- • •
plaints over alleged "racist policies" at South Dade
T-ligh to the school board at  3 p.m. Wednesday a t
1410 NE Second Ave., Miami.

secondary schools in the south
district, after this and several
other "demands" by the black
student group were made pub-
lic.

School officials didn't choose
the Rebel name, Griep pointed
out; i t  was chosen by vote of
students and faculty when the
school f i rs t  opened. I f  i t ' s
cl_anged, i t  should be changed
the same way, he added.

"We recognize that this is a
symbol which might be objec-
tionable to a  changing, grow•
ing student body," said Griep,
"but to act out of a blue sky
would not be  correct proce-
dure."

Making a name switch would
involve " l o t s  o f  ramifica-
tions," h e  added. A th le t i c
teams bear the Rebel n a m e,
band uniform caps carry o u t
the Confederate theme, a  n d
the school newspaper is called
the Rebel Review.

The new Student Organiza-
tion for Unity and Liberty (SO-
UL) presented its demand for
a name change from Rebel in
a list of seven complaints made
public Monday. S O U L  has
asked a hearing before t  e
school board's meeting Wednes-
day to air its. complaints a n d
ask changes in what i t  c a 11 s
"racist policies" at the school.

Griep sat in on a meeting a
week ago w i th  a  committee
from the new group and South
Dade Principal William R. Wil-
son. Wi lson  i s  on vacation
and couldn't be reached b  y
the News Leader Monday.

In response to News Leader
questions on ether complaints
of the group, concerning alleg-
ed lack of Negroes on the staff
and the absence of teaching of
Negro history a n d  culture,
Griep supplied th is  informa-
tion.

South Dade had one Negro
teacher last year, another will
be added to the faculty t  h is
year, and "We are working to-
ward further integration of the
faculty." T h e  athletic coach-
ing staff has no Negroes and
will have none this fall s i n c e
there are no vacancies to b  e
filled on the staff.

Thr coul4L.. . . . ;etsie,  I  c
studying the question of adding
more black history and culture
to the school curriculum. How-
ever, i t  wouldn't be taught as
a separate subject but would be
incorporated into subjects a  1-
ready taught. Gr iep noted that
some of this i s  included i  n
present courses.

South Dade until very recent
years had no Negro students.
In the past three years Negro
enrollment has incensed from
a mere handful to about 1 0 0
last year.

Various complaints of alleged
"discrimination" were voiced
by Negro students to officials -
at South Dade during the past
school year but the list of com-
plaints and demands represents
the first action by an organized
group.



i oclu v
By PAUL BROOKSHIRE

WHAT'S IN a name? That which
we call a  Rebel

By any other name would smell
the same — after football practice.*

IF N O T  Rebels, what? Sharks?
Dragons? U -Pickers? F a r m e r s ?
Plowboys? Unicorns? Skeeters?* *

SINCE 'SOUL' has soured on Reb-
els as a  nickname for South Dade
High School athletic teams, I  have
been doing some research.

My source o f  information h  a s
been an old "Texas Sports Guide,"
which contains the names o f  hun-
dreds of high school athletic teams.* *  *

AFTER I finished reading it, I  de-
cided Rebels didn't sound so bad af-
ter all.

For instance how would you like to
be called B lack  Cats ( B a y  City.
Tex.)? or Coons (Frisco, Tex.)?

OR HOW ABOUT Cottonpickers
(Robstown, Tex. )  O r  Porcupines

e • (Springtown, Tex.)?
Then there's always the Poly Par-

rots of Fort Worth Polytechnic High,
the Sundown Roughnecks, the S  a n
Saba Armadillos, the White D e e r
Bucks, the Tom Bean Tom Cats, the
Hereford White Faces, the Trent Go-
rillas, and the Hamilin Pied Pipers.

Had enough? No?
*

WELL, HOW about the Floydada
Whirlwinds, the Happy Cowboys, the
Devine Warhorses, the Cuero G o b -
blers, the Desdemona Porkers?

Or worse still: The  Peacock Pea-
fowls, the Quail Quail, the  Turkey
Turks, the Itasca Wampus Cats, the
Hutto Hippos, the Knippa Rockcrush-
ers, t h e  Munday Moguls and Van
Vandals'? *

INDIAN NAMES are popular out
in Texas and I suppose that would be
some form of racial discrimination.

For example, there's the Lamar
Redskins, the Comanche Indians and
a lot of Apaches. *

AND REBELS? Yes, i n  Texas,
too.

There's the Arlington State C o 1 -
lege Rebels, Robert E .  Lee (Tyler)
Rebels, William B. Travis (Austin)
Rebels, Ryl ie Rebels and Tascosa
(Amarillo) Rebels.* * •

WEBSTER'S defines a  rebel as
one "who resists authority or law."

There are white rebels and there
are black rebels.

This is the age of rebels — with
without causes.

1:

South Dade Should Drop
Rebel Theme, Get Another

Editor, The News Leader:

At the risk of adding fuel to
a budding controversy, I 'd like
to speak out on the question of
changing the name of S o u t h
'bade High School's band and
athletic teams.

I feel the black students who
are demanding the name b e
changed from "Rebel" may be
making a mountain out  o f  a
molehill. T o  most o f  t  h e
youngsters out at South Dade,
I'm sure, the name is just a be-
ldved school tradition—nothing
more.

But as a  parent (white) o f
two children who attended South
Dade High, I  confess I  always
objected a little to the R e b e l
name, t h e  Confederate caps
worn by the band, the Stars and
Bars waved a' football games.

It seems to me that—at our
local high school and e  1 s e -
where—this whole Confederate
bit amounts to glorification of a
lost cause. A f t e r  100 years,
why can't we forget this u  n -
happy conflict which once d i -
vided the north ane the south?

Although there was s o m e

right, some wrong on both sides
of the Civil War, let's not for-
get that the war erupted pri-
marily over the question of sla-
very. And if these little histor-
ic mementos are repugnant to
the descendant; of these slaves
—and why shouldn't they b e ,
really?—why cannot South Dade
High School come up with some-
thing more suitable for the 20th
century?

CONCERNED RESIDENT
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with 14'-'
aul Q`

By PAUL J. EGAN

Confederate Controversy
Over the years this columnist has always shied

away o r  completely ignored any subject pertaike
ing to racism in this space —  f i r m l y  be l iev i te&
there's no room for such in sports.

But this latest move by an organization called
SOUL to force South Dade High School to change
its nickname seems worthy of  comment.

Personally, I  don't believe there's any m o r e
sterling march composed than DIXIE — and I 'm
as YANKEE as Boston baked beans.

In fact, until three years ago I  was a  complete
stranger to  the SOUTH and not  a  b i t  aware that
the word REBEL rubbed some people the wrong
way.

But now  suddenly an institution that for years
has built up a strong tradition, with malice towards
none, is asked to change its name.

In ou r  book i t s  l i ke  asking Notre Dame t o  drop
the nickname 'F i gh t i ng  I r i s h "  —  mere ly  because

it has implications of religion.
Needless to  say there a r e  some th ings  we

don't go for, like license plates urging "Yankee Go
Home," — but in general southern hospitality is still
great.

Whether SOUL is right or wrong on the other
issues involved against South Dade High School,
we don't know, — but asking the REBELS to be
anything else is way out of bounds.

For, as I 've reported in the past, SD students
are a proud lot — especially when i t  comes to ath-
letics.

Next thing we know there'll be other groups de-
manding Palmetto, Kil l ian and Mays change nick-
names merely because they have a dislike for  fe-
rocious animals.



Name Dispute
Brings Protest
To South Dade

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

"Keep the  name Rebels,"
thundered 500 parents. stu-
dents and  alumni o f  South
Dade H igh  School Tuesday
night.

Marvin Griep, south d is -
trict supervisor of junior and
senior high schools to ld the
assemblage a t  t h e  school
football field his recommenda-
tion t o  h is  superiors i s  t o
consider t h e  demand  t o
change the school name as
an "internal school problem
to be  handled a t  the  local
level."

The meeting was called to
approve a petition and select
delegates t o  appear before
the school board this after-
noon. The board will hear the
demands o f  a  group called
SOUL (Student Organization
for Unity and Liberty), pro-
testing alleged discrimination
at the high school and calling
for removal  o f  t h e  name
Rebel a n d  " D i x i e "  a s  t h e
school anthem, because they
are irksome and oppressive to
Negro students.

H o m e s t e a d  Mayor Bill
Dickinson told the crowd to
concern itself only w i th  the
threat of changing the name.
Other complaints o f  discrim-
ination n r  unfair  treatment
should b e  investigated a n d

eliminated i f  they are true,
he said.

The m a y o r  c a l l e d  f o r
school officials to "level with
us and let us know who made
the request and what adults
or w h a t  organizations a r e
behind i t ."  The names of  the
objectors haven ' t  been r e -
leased.

Dickinson challenged t h e
school board's acceptance o f
a secret organization when
students a r e  banned f r o m
joining secret groups. Griep
said he can't answer for  the
board, b u t  -SOUL a n d  i t s
hackers are being investigat-
ed.

According to the mayor, i t
is a county-wide organization
w i t h  approximately 1 0 0

members. " I f  100 people can
cause this turmoil," he stat-
ed, " t h e n  someth ing  i s
wrong."

Head track coach Marvin
Anderson d isavowed a n y
mistreatment o f  Negro ath-
letes a t  t h e  Sou th  D a d e
school. " T h e  t r a c k  t e a m
gives three honors .  .  .  and
last year two o f  them went
to Negroes," he said. "They
earned them a n d  deserved
them a n d  I  w o u l d  d o  i t
again," he added.

Last spring, Anderson said,
football coaches bent a  rule
to le t  s ix Negro boys come
out late f o r  spring football.
None of them showed up the
next day.
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Student Cabinet
Considers Demands
South Dade H igh  School

student cabinet members met
Tuesday to discuss demands
of Negro students to  change
the "Rebel" name identifying
the school.

The cabinet said the meet-
ing was called to .send repre-
sentatives today to a meeting
with school  off ic ials.  T h e
students were surprised a t
the demands b y  the  Negro
students.

Commenting on a letter of
complaint sent to the school,
the cabinet members s a i d
demands to place Negroes on
the cheer leader squad and in
the majorette co rps  w e r e
unreasonable b e c a u s e  n o
Negro girls had tried out for
either.

The students s a i d  t h e y
would attend the  meetings,
not to, voice a protest, but to

find the facts. A l l  indicated
they oppose doing away with
the name,  "Rebe l . "  " T h e
white students a r e  i n  t h e
middle" between the school
officials and the Negro stu-
dents making the  demands
for changes.

A list of demands from the
Negro group,  w h i c h  ca l l s
itself "SOUL" (Student Orga-
nization for Unity and Liber-
ty), a lso complained about
being barred f r o m  school
clubs, deprived of  use of  the
school library, failure o f  the
school t o  teach history and
culture o f  the Negro, lack o f
recognition of Negro athletes,
unequal treatment o f  Negro
students by the white faculty
and absence. of Negro teach-
ers and coaches.

The Negro students called
for immediate attention t o
their demands.



More Than 500 Attend Protest Meeting

Parents, Students Rally
`Round Rebel ffAfig'

About WO students, parents
and alumni of South Dade High
School rallied around the Rebel
flag at Harris fieldhouse Tues-
day night, protesting a demand
that the school nickname a n d
other symbols of its Rebel tra-
dition be changed.

They roared approval o f  a
petition to be carried before the
Dade School Board today, op-
posing any change in the Rebel
symbols as demanded b y  a
group of Negro students calling
itself SOUL. T h e  SOUL group
will bring a list of complaints
to the school board this after-
noon over alleged "racist" pol-
icies a t  South Dade High.

More than a dozen at l a s t
night's meeting volunteered to
form a delegation t o  present
the petition, which was signed
by an  overwhelming majority
of those in attendance.

In discussion preceding adop-
tion o f  petition, south district
director o f  secondary schools

Marvin Griep was asked j u s t
who constitute membership o f
the newly-formed SOUL (Stu-
dent Organization for U n i o n
and Liberty) and what persons
are behind it.

Homestead M a y o r  William
Dickinson, noting the s  c hool
board bans student member-
ship in  secret groups, wanted
to know why the board is  lis-
tening to complaints from a
group about which nothing i  s
known.

Griep replied that when the
complaints were f irst brought
to school officials, i t  t  h o ught
they came simply from a group
of concerned students. T h e  or-
ganization is now under inves-
tigation, he added.

Dickinson said he  believes
the 100-member organization is
composed of students f r o m
throughout the county, and add-
ed " I f  100 students from a  I
over Dade County can br ing
this kind of trouble to our high
school, we have a right to know
who they are."

Griep declined t o  speculate
on what action the school board
will take today on the N e g r o
group's complaints. B u t  h  e
said i t  was his personal me-
ommendation that the problem
be solved "at the local le— 1"
with the students, faculty and
parents involved.

School coach Norman Ander.
son, speaking out on  anorner
charge of  SOUL that  Negro
athletes a r e  discriminated
against at South Dade, pointed
out that of three top track team
awuds presented l a s t  year,
two went to Negroes.

He added that when football
practice started in  the spring,
no Negroes turned out for the
initial session. T h e  coaching
staff contacted a  hal f  dozen
boys and bent its rule against
reporting late for practice, to
offer them a second c h a n c e,
Anderson said.

None showed up for the sec-
nd session either, t he  coach
said, so after that they w e r e
barred from going out for the
team.

"We want  Negro athletes,
quite frankly —  but we are
not going to break our funda-
mental rules," Coach Anderson
said.
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Although advised by two adult or-
ganizations, the Student Organization
for Unity and Liberty (SOUL), fight-
ing what is termed racial policies at
South Dade High School, has not yet
received ac t i ve  participation from
the adult black community, according
to Odell Johns

Johns, chairman of the South Dad
Community Action League, said his
organization has merely acted in an
advisory capacity. H e  also said a
"militant organization," whose name
Johns did not feel at  liberty to d is-
close, also advised the students

John told The News Leader this
morning that Mrs. Thomasina Hunter
of Florida City and William Miles of
Richmond Heights, as wel l  as him-
self, h a d  s a t  i n  on several SOUL
meetings.

However, he said the South Dade
High School Negro students initiated
the organization, compiled the list of
complaints and demands and would
appear before the School Board this
afternoon without the aid of parents,
community leaders or clubs. . .

Otis Wallace, president of SOUL,

made the request to the school board
for the open hearing.

Johns was of the opinion that Sam-
my Jones, who is in charge of SOUL
publicity, would present the matter
to the school board. Both boys a r e
seniors at South Dade High.

Negro adults will be present at the
board meeting this afternoon b  u t
merely to observe the students and
to see what the general outlook o f
their request is, said Johns.

He added a meeting will be held
following the board hearing and a t
this time the adults of the community
and the two organizations, the mili-
tant group and the Community Ac-
tion League, will talk with SOUL rep-
resentatives.

A decision will be made at t h a t
time as to whether one or both of the
groups are needed to help M addition-
al action.

Johns said what the adults and
students hope would be totally a stu-
dent movement now looks impossible
and the Negro students would prob-
ably request ac t i ve  participation
from the adults of their community.
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Negro Students Voice Complaints to School Board
. . .  they demand elimination of 'racial policies'

tStudent Panel to Hear
omplaints of Negroes

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

rA student biracial commit-
will attempt to ease some
the rac ia l  tensions a t
th Dade High School.
he School Board appoint-

the committee Wednesday
after listening to  a  demand
from the school's Negro stu-
dents tha t  immeditate steps
be taken to  "eliminate rae
policies."

Charles Richardson a n d
other Negro student leaders
representing SOUL, the Stu-
dent Organization fo r  Unity
a n d L i b e r t y,  r e l uc tan t l y
agreed . t h e  .,ttOrtittee
propovcrr:Jtegtog . the
board i l iey  Were 'tired oY
"talking, talking and more
talking."

The Negro  students d e -
manded the board change the
school's nickname the "Re-
bels," w h i c h  t h e y  termed
"blatantly racist," and pre-
sented a  l i s t  o f  s i x  o ther
discriminatory grievances for
immediate action.

South Dade's wh i te  s tu -
dents came t o  the meeting
with a petition signed by 800
students and parents request-
ing the nickname be retained.

Richardson said the "Rebel
is a symbol of the confedera-
cy. The Rebels had n o  re-
spect for me as a black man.
They owned me as a piece of
property."

Richardson told the board
either to act upon the griev-
ances immediately or  "pro-
vide us with transportation
to a t t e n d  M a y s  H i g h
School," a n  a l l -Negro high
school north of South Dade.

YrNit.X.1""A-L

The Negro students d e -
manded that  the hoard:

ELIMINATE T H E  "REB-
EL" nickname and  use o f
the confederate flag, song and
uniform and substitute them
with symbols not "oppressive
to black students."

E I T H E R  CHANGE the
racial att itudes o r  dismiss
teachers, coaches, a d m i n -
istrators, librarians and other
employes accused o f  being
discriminatory i n  g r a d i n g
disciplinary actions and une-
qual application o f  school
rules and standards.

GET MORE Neiwo;
resentation o n  ! thy  stbdittg

council, pu t  Negro girls on
the cheerleading and major-
ette squads and revamp club
policies so as no t  t o  deter
Negro membership.

OBTAIN E Q U A L  t  t  •
ment for  Negro athletes in-
cluding providing transporta-
tion home fol lowing a f te r -
school athletics.

HIRE ADDITJ.
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udents to Hear
gro Complain

At High School

aches, coaches and admin-

l T h  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  school
ricu I u rive,,,

13e board voted t o  send
d r n  .

LUOE NEGRO history

seven student aides t o
serve as mediators between
the school's black and white
students.
`Board member Jack Gor-

don said the aides "can get a
Imo]. picture of the situation
over any that  would result
flletn a  student  investiga-
tion."

He said the student com-
mittee could perform a serv-
ice for all Dade by providing
a means to solve racial ten-

*  *

11
'ons which a t  oth

schools,  SO4•Dade." •

Richardson sa id  students,
had complained repeatedly'":
Principal William R. Wilsnr);'

"He told us he didn't have.'•
the power t o  do  anything,1!
Richardson said.

Negro student Sam Jon
complained of discriminatory
practices b y  the  school -Ii
brarian.

Jones, a former member of
the football team, also said
white t e a m  members a n
coaches were quick t o  pa t
him on the back after a good
play but almost never would
give him a ride toward home
after practice.

The three Negro members
of the school athletic tears
did not  turn out  fo r  spring
football practice this year in
protest over  discrimination,
Richardson said.

School Superintendent Dr.
E d w a r d  Whigham sa id ,
4`White students are going to

kve t o  understand these
f lack  problems and get  to-
Ifiether."

Whigham a l s o  s a i d  t h e
-school system had no  room
tin i t  for "principals or teach-
-e r s" w h o  "d isc r im ina te

,mig_ainst a  student black o r
17iffiite. I t ' s  aga ins t  b o a r d

policy and  i t ' s  against the
law of the land."

)2A_cu2k_



In School Controversy

Rebels To Keep Name;
Charges Will Be Probed

By JAMES MAXWELL
Both sides of the student con-

troversy at South Dade H i g h
School won partial victories in
their appearances before t  h e
Dade School Board Wednesday
afternoon.

The board decided i t  had no
pbwer t o  abolish the school
nickname "Rebels", nor t  h e
symbol of the Confederate flag
nor the blue and grey colors of
the school.

It notified the Negro student
protestors that these changes
have to be made by the whole
student body.

However, the board ordered
an investigation of alleged dis-
crimination against N e g r o
students, and instructed t  h e
School Superintendent Dr.  Ed-
ward Whigham to  re-establish
an "activity bus" at South Dade
to take students to their homes
after athletic and other after-
school events.

The investigation of discrim-
ination i s  scheduled t o  start
Tuesday when seven student-
aides to the school board will
arrange a  meeting with Susan
Thompson o f  Homestead, rep-
resenting the  white students

g i A M W a t * * M . . . : • f t

and Charles Richardson o  f
Goulds, representing the black
students.

Otis Wallace of Florida City
presented a  two-page l i s t  o  f
complaints.

A graduate of  South D a d e
High, who was identified a  s
Charles Daniels of Homestead,
said that he had prepared the
list of complaints.

Odell Johns, a  Goulds bonds-
man, said before the meeting,
"I'm not a part o f  this move-
ment, but i f  white pressure
pushes hard en this issue, coun-
ter black-pressures will be or-
ganized."

Johns conferred with the Ne-
gro leaders during their ap-
pearance before the board and
at the end of the hearing said
he was "not impressed by the
petitions", with 800 signatures
supporting the white students.

He added that the signatures
were "totally white." He con-
cluded by saying that the races
were "nowhere n e a r  agree-
ment," and that now "black
adults wil l  become interested"
in the issue.

Jack Levy, representing sev-
eral South Dade groups, pre-

sented the petition which call-
ed for retention of the Rebel
name until changed by the stu-
dent body.

Susan Thompson, secretary
of the students relations group,
which is to start in  the n e w
school year, told the board she
saw the need "for work on race
problems".

She sa id  t ha t  Richardson,
one of the principal Negro pro-
testors, was  co-chairman o  f
the group.

School board members, i n -
cluding Chairman C.  P.  Mc-
Crimmon, tried to get promis-
es of  inter-racial student coop-
eration and understanding, but
his suggestions received little
support from the five N e g r o
protestors.

McCrimmon told the colored
students, "your attitude is not
right. Getting mad and walk-
ing out will not help."

Board member Holmes Brad-
dock s a i d  that  the student
groups "must work together,"
and he told the colored s  t u-
dents that they had "made a
mistake i n  coming t o  t  h e
board and making demands,
without first making an effort
In work out the problems with
white students."

Barry Murphy o f  C u t l e r
Ridge, a South Dade graduate,
asked i f  the organization sup-
porting the colored's fight i s
legal, and whether such a  n
organization should b e  p  e r -
mitted t o  operate i n  t h e
school. H e  got no answer to
his question.

The Negro organization i n -
vofilled,''A The Igtildent Organiza-
tion For Unity and Liberty,
which 13-y its initials s p e l l s
SOUL.

Further action may be taken
by the board after its student-
aides have met with the South
Dade students and have report-
ed their findings back t o  the
board.



Graduates Claim No
Racism At South Dade

Editor, The News Leader:
As graduates of South Dade High

School a few of us would like to state
our views on  a recently published
piece by the News Leader about the
organization "Soul" and its aim to
wipe out the "Rebels."

IN THE ARTICLE SOUL stated
that South Dade is racist, and gave
the following reasons, the name Reb-
els itself, discriminatory treatment in
school activities along with or toward
the black athletes, absence of black
teachers and black history in the cur-
riculum, and discrimination in libra-
ry privileges.

We would ask the organization of
"SOUL" what proof they have of so-
called discriminatory acts by South
Dade High School Many  opportuni-
ties are given to both black and white
students of South Dade. The  name
"Rebels" we are sure of  was n  o t
meant to be a slur to the black peo-
ple, besides it  has been a name used
by several teams throughout the
South.

As f o r  discriminatory ac ts  b y
teachers, we again ask them to prove
it. South Dade has a system where
the student body votes on such things
a cheerleaders and Student Council
representatives, to name a few. This
means anybody, any color can par-
ticipate. This also goes for the orga-
nizations and clubs. Nobody stops the
black students f rom taking part in
them. * *  *

AGAIN IN SPORTS, they are not
discriminated against. W e  have an
awards assembly that recognizes ev-
ery team and every boy and girl whe-
ther he be black or white.

I t  cannot be said that there have
been NO black teachers. So, we feel
that the black students have n o
claims to their banner "SOUL" and
their cause "Racists" at South Dade
High School. We're very proud o f
our school and the many victories
the "Rebel" teams have brought to
us. W e  don't feel there is any cause
to change anything.

South Dade High School has un-
dergone many  improvements, i  n
which to better the environment and

afford its students with as many op-
portunities as possible.* *  *

WE THINK the  anwer t o  t  h e
whole situation is that the black stu-
dents should take advantage of the
organizations and activities offered
them instead of standing on the side
lines yelling "RACISTS."

GRADUATES OF SOUTH
DADE SENIOR HIGH, '68

Why Change
Rebel Name?

Editor, The News Leader:
I read the article, "Wipe Out Reb-

els, A im of Soul," in  Monday's pa-
per. I  think i t  is ridiculous for such
an article to appear. ,

It is funny how the black students
can say they are sincere, and yet
during the school year they do not try
to be represented except in "trouble.'« *  *

WHY AFTER all the years South
Dade High has been open as a high
school should the name "Rebels" be
changed? The majority of the black
students are out there not to study,
but to see how much they can g e t
away with.

If they are as much as corrected,
as many of us white students are,
they claim they are being discrimi-
nated against.

Black students are not the o n 1 y
ones who are denied the use of the
library. Anyone who does not use the
litbrary to study, but to goof off in-
stead, is denied the use of it.* *  *

AS FAR AS the cheerleaders, ev-
ery girl who wishes t o  become a
cheerleader must try out in front of
the whole student body. I n  my three
years at South Dade, no black girls
have as much as tried out, and that
is the only way they can become
cheerleaders.

Student Council representatives are
also voted on by the student body, i f
they choose to run.

I just don't understand the black
students' aim

SOUTH DADE GRADUATE
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Senseless Controversy

SOUL Won't Salute
By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.

Shaping up in South Dade t h e s e
dying days of summer is a mini Civil
War that easily can set back racial
relations in the southern part of t h e
county just as the Civil War set back
progress in the southern part of the
United States over 100 years ago.

F i r i n g  t h e  shot
h e a r d  around South
Dade and almost to the
fringes of Miami i s  a
group c a l l i n g  i tself
SOUL.

The group of  about
100 South Dade black
students wants the Reb-
el flag hauled down and
a rash of alleged d is -
criminatory practices
at the school halted.* *  *

WAVING THE rebel flag is a lit-
tle bit of regionalism that could b e
curtailed with no great Joss to any-
one. The  blacks seem to link it with
unhappy times. T h e  whites, oddly
enough, cling to i t  for unexplained
reasons in that the South did lose the
war and shouldn't want to be remind-
ed of it.

In this case i t  seems tha t  t  h e
American flag could be substituted
and everyone would be happy.

But that really is not the point. The
point is that a group of students have
seen f i t  to wave the rebel flag in the
face of whites they should want to go
to school with in harmony rather than
touching off a minor conflagration.* *  *

IT WOULD SEEM that the black
students are pretty hard un  f o r  a
cause when they have to touch on one
that will cause everyone concerned a
good deal of grief.

This is unfortunate because t  h e
term probably .would have died a na-
tural death eventually when t h e
frame of reference i t  embodied be-
came ever more distant from present
day realities.

The present generation of students
is too far removed to still nurture any
particularly strong feelings about the
late unpleasant episode which spawn-
ed the rebel f lag—until something
like this SOUL movement pops u  p

GOSSMAN
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a n dand tries to r ip i t  down.* *  *
THE REBEL FLAG is nothing to

be ashamed if, you know. The Amer-
ican flag, one remembers, was car-
ried into many a battle in which a
number of Indians bit the dust.

Resistance inevi tably  st i ffens,
tempers flare, and much is said that
should be le f t  unsaid when some-
thing senseless like this crops up.

Raising the issue of the rebel flag
and the singing o f  such songs as
Dixie i s  not  an innovation o f  the
South Dade group, however. Others
elsewhere have gnawed at the term
and SOUL merely is hopping on an
already over-crowded wagon.

I HAD HOPED that the black stu-
dents h e r e  would have been big
enough to pass over such a picayune
issue and concentrate on matters of
more substance.

The latter would include letting the
past die (and this includes the whites
too) and concentrating instead on the
future. The future is sandwiched bez--
tween the covers of  books—algebra
books, history books, a l l  manner of
books.

And getting the rebel term dropped
is not likely to advance the cause of
black students one whit.

It smacks very much of being an
attention get t ing m o v e  designed
merely for that sake alone. That is
not an intelligent course in this day
when minor sparks readily develop
into major flames* *

THE COURSE, insofar as the reb-
el business is concerned, is one that
fertilizes racism. This ac t  o f  non-
sense in itself will move more border-
line whites into the Wallace c  am p
than the man could accomplish in six
months of campaigning.

SOUL should be hearing f  r o m
George Wallace any day now. I t  wil l
be in the form of a thank you note.



Instead Of Griping,
They Should 'Try Out'

Editor, The News Leader:
I would like to  voice my opinion

about an article in Monday's edition
of The News Leader about colored
discrimination at South Dade H i g h
School.

I think i t  is absolutely unfair for
this organization c a l l i n g  i t s e l f
"SOUL" to accuse South Dade of all
those things.

FIRST OF ALL in  the spring of
each year the cheerleaders have try-
outs and anyone interested is allowed
to tryout. I f  the colored students
were really interested why didn't they
attend the meetings and tryout?

Also in the spring, the majorettes
have a meeting and whoever is inte-
rested in becoming a majorette f  o r
the following year can come to t he
meeting.

In the summer all girls interested
come to majorette practice from 8 to
10 a.m. every other morning for six
weeks in order to learn the funda-
mentals of becoming a good major-
ette. * *  *

IF THE COLORED girls w e r e
really interested why didn't they
come to the meetings and practices?
It takes a lot of hard practice and
time to become a  majorette a n d
cheerleader and it  just isn't fair to
put a  girl on the squad just so no
one will be offended.

South Dade has been known a s

"The Home of the Rebels" as long
as it has been a high school and it
just isn't fair for these students call-
ing themselves "SOUL" who have
been a  part of South Dade a  f  e w
years to come in and change every-
thing.

For the most part the students at
South Dade are very proud of being
known as the "Rebels." You can see
evidence of this when you see the
students stand up and clap every time
"Dixie" is played.

If you want to get technical about
it, I  am from the North but whenever
I hear "Dixie" I  stand up and clap
and yell just as loud as anyone else.* *  *

THE WAY TO get represented on
the Student Council is to run for of-
fice N o  colored students have r  u n
for office. There are colored students
on the athletic teams and the way to
get on the teams is to go out for them.

We also have colored teachers at
our school There is a  so-called ac-
tivities bui but it is a chartered, air-
conditioned bus and the way to get on
it is to buy a ticket before the game.

Instead of griping, the colored stu-
dents at South Dade should be pleased
to be part of such a school as this.
They should be proud to be a part of
South Dade High School, "Home o f
the Rebels."

RHONDA BALLARD
South Dade Student



South Dade President
`Tells I t  Like I t  Is'

Editor, The News Leader:
Several months ago another stu-

dent and I  constructed a petition of
rebuttal toward an unfavorable letter
to the editor written by a concerned
parent. The petition contained over
500 signatures and its purpose was to
clarify the false accusations made to-
ward South Dade High School.

At that moment I felt that t h e r e
would never be a time when I would
offer a  writ ten protest toward a
group of South Dade students. How-
ever that time has come* *

WHEN I FIRST read the "SOUL"
article in Monday's News Leader I
cringed at the thought of The News
Leader even printing such an article
but now I feel that I have deeper con-
viction as to why i t  was printed.

I am going to "tell it like it is:"
4  *  . t .

1. The nickname "Rebel" has ne-
ver inferred "oppression" toward
anyone at South Dade High School.
As a nickname only, individuals who
want to be oppressed have taken up-
on themselves to find a symbol to use
to nurture hatred. South Dade High
School has graduated thousands o f
"Rebels" and not one of these have
been oppressed. Therefore, w h y
should the school give up all of these
traditions and activities which are
based upon the name "Rebel." A r e
school authorities so jelly-spined as to
give in with fear to such demand
from a purposeless attitude?*

2. I WILL go along with the claim
that the school administrators have
displayed unequal treatment toward
black students — they have every
benefit of every doubt. I n  general
this "SOUL" group does not meet the
standards set up by the school Not
because they can't, but because they
would rather get  attention. These
rules have been applied to all but ap-
parently have not been respected by
all. This is their "oppression."

They want their "freedom" f r o m
society and in my opinion they should
get i t  by way of expulsion. I  have
never heard a  derogatory remark
from a teacher to a "SOUL brother"
I guarantee you that I  have heard
plenty of degradation from members
of this group thrown at the teachers
— even in front of classes.

*  *  *

3. THE STUDENT government at

South Dade is on a bicameral basis;
it has elected representatives and a
cabinet appointed b y  the  Student
Council President. N o t  one Negro
student showed a desire to be elect-
ed to the Student Council and finally
for the coming year a special cabinet
position will be initiated with a Negro
as its head ASKED BY the Student
Council President to be its head.

The cheerleaders at South D a d e
High School are elected by the s tu-
dent body. Not one Negro tried out.
If a person has no  initiative why
should they be given a position? The
majorettes have to try out after sev-
eral weeks of practice. Why should a
person be given a position for which
they have not practiced?* *  *

4. THE COACHES at South Dade
have one primary goal: to win, using
the fundamentals of good sportsman-
ship and teamwork. I n  order to win
they are going to use the players who
will "do the job" no matter what col-
or they are I  was a member of the
state ranked South Dade football
team and have played beside many
dedicated Negro athletes, ones who
were willing to pay the price, to work.
Many of our top basketball players
were Negroes. Our track team is pre-
dominantly Negro, which incidentally,
did very well this year. Every  posi-
tion on every team at South Dade is
open to whoever wil l  pay the price
regardless o f  color. These dedicat-
ed Negroes mentioned are "Rebels"
and are proud of it.* *

5. THE ABSENCE of black teach-
ers, coaches, and administrators does
not point to the racism being prac-
ticd, i t  points to the fact that here
is such a  shortage o f  teachers as
evidenced in the teachers walk out.
A student faculty board, which I was
a member of, has been set up for ma-
ny years for students to discuss their
problem no matter what their race.*

6. THE ABSENCE of black history
and culture from our curriculum is
quite irrelevant. I n  our high school
about the cultures of all people, n o t
history text books we have studied
particular racial groups. Outstand-
ing accomplishments by men of every
race have furnished the background
of our study of history of the people
of the earth. I s  i t  that important to
know whether or nut a Negro f i rs t
sighted land on Columbus' ship? (A
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recent claim.) * *
7. ABOUT DISCRIMINATION in

the school libraries — I have observ-
ed at first hand many times o  u r
"SOUL brothers" a t  study, never
seated, talking in loud voices, a n d
cracking jokes, a l l  o f  this done in
groups of not less than four. I f  racial
prejudice prompted those actions tak-
en, then I  would say that the school
librarians a r e  prejudiced against
white students who have acted a  c -
cordingly.

On the last day of school as I  walk-
ed down the halls to take my last two
final exams, I  witnessed at least 40
Negro students decked out in shorts
with sweatshirts o r  tee shirts with
e i t h e r  "SOUL BROTHER" o r
"BLACK POWER" written on them.

They were complete with a porta-
ble record player and "soul music"
to help them cram for finals. T  h e
rest of the students were expected to
attend their classes in regular school
attire and i n  a  studious frame o f
mind.

I AM NOW a graduate with a con-

cerned love for "my school." How-
ever, three years of my life have been
spent i n  efforts t o  improve South
Dade High School. N o w  I'm not go-
ing to let my efforts be cast aside
without at least voicing my opinion
on the matter.

I have seen the situation through
the eyes of a WORKING student. Be-
fore school was out I got wind of trou-
ble like this brewing during the sum-
mer. These "SOUL" students a  r e
not intelligent enough to come up with
these stereotyped demands. There
is higher authority involved. I t  is up
to the citizens o f  this community,
both Negro and white alike to combat
this problem together.

* *  *
THE NEGRO citizen knows what

"BLACK POWER" truly means. I t
is the power of a Negro to reason lo-

cally i n  his own mind and TO
ORK for  the betterment of  their

own community in this United States.
As a graduate, I  am and always

will be a South Dade Rebel, IN ALL
THINGS PREPARED.

GARY MEREDITH
President of the Class of '68
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Vote Of Student Body

How They Picked 'Rebels'
By PAUL EGAN

Why and how did South Dada
High School acquire the nick-
name "Rebels" for  its h i g h
school athletic teams?

This is the question asked of
a former graduate who was a
member of  the student body
that selected the name back in
the 1953-54 school term.

Joe Lowe, who now assists
several Homestead dentists as
a dental technician, vaguely
recalls the day the nickname
was selected and the reason
why i t  was chosen.

He says i f  memory serves
him right the choice was made
by members of the student bo-
dy during a meeting sponsored
by the student council.

" I  remember i t  was an open
•

meeting and held in the school
cafeteria. Several  nicknames
had already been submitted
and we participated in  t  h e
voting," Lowe recalls.

He said at the t ime E .  B.
Blackburn w a s  serving a s
school principal and that there
was a lot of spirit among the
student body to select a unique
name that would best describe
a scrapping athletic team.

Lowe f e e l s  the  nickname
"Rebels" was chosen because
it best depicted the feeling o f
the athletes of those days that
competed the  previous years
at Redland and Homestead
High School.

He said the rivalry between
these two institutions w  a s
highly competitive and w h e n

\  • : . \ \  \ \ \ ` . .

they consolidated t o  f o r m
South Dade — the word "Reb-
els" best suited their brand of
play.

Lowe recalls Redland H i g h
School's nickname was t  h e
"Rattlers', but added that they
were also referred to by some
as "The Diamondbacks."

Homestead High School i  n
those days played under t  h e
banner of "The Growers" and
according to Wayne Lawrence,
prominent oi l  distributor, t he
competition between the t  w o
schools was usually quite keen
and fierce.

This is  believed to be t  h e
manner in which SD acquired
a school nickname — one that
has served most adequately for
15 years.
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SOUL Meets
The Press

tt

By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.

A GROUP o f  SOUL members
from South Dade High walked into

,the office late yesterday afternoon
and we talked of this business of reb-
el flags and racism and what havp
you for more than an hour.

It turned out to be an hour w e 11
spent. When i t  ended one thing had
been accomplished: a  chain of com-
munication between the blacks a n d
the white press had been established

For instance now I  know where
Otis Wallace, the president of SOUL,
lives, and I  have his phone number.
I know Charles Daniels and Charles
Richardson and Sammy Jones.

Conversation is what separates us
from the bear in the woods, and when
two factions fail to use it grief usual-
ly results. *

THE SESSION began on a strong
note of friction and the smiles were
forced and brittle and quickly dis-
appeared from the faces. Almost at
once there came an outpouring o f
grievances sandwiched in between ac-
cusations.

But we chipped away little by lit-
tle at this and when the session end-
ed at least some of the smiles seem-
ed to come from the inside.

A strain of negativism character-
ized a good part of their thinking—too
many reasons why something can't be
done, too few why it can. Pa r t  of this
was tied to  the stereotypes whites
and blacks fall prey to, part of i t  to
the paucity o f  communication b e -
tween each other, part of it to the es-
pecially thin skins of the present gen-
eration of blacks.

Q.L4 9  -6A

LBUT IT WAS a good session of give
an take. N o  one stood on formali-

But w chipped away little by lit-
ty and they "let i t  all hang out," so
to speak
They disagreed whan I  sa id  I

thought the business over the rebel
flag was a tempest in a  teapot not
worthy o f  splitting the community
over.

Some of the logic in the argument
was a little strained, like their com-
parison of the South Dade issue with
a group of Jewish students attending
a school where the swastika was the
school flag.

The encouraging part of the whole
matter is that I think the students at
South Dade can handle this matter
with no help from the adults. T  h e
letters to the editor that have a  p -
peared in  this newspaper from the
students indicates that reason is not
a missing quality among them. .and
the talk with the black students here
yesterday indicated the same thing.

THIS OTIS WALLACE impressed
me as being a sharp fellow and per-
fectly willing to talk with anyone. He
said that SOUL is eager to have all
the white members it can get.

Much of the friction that exists be-
tween the races these strained times
stems from ,the term "demand." An-
other i s  an  apparent unvillingness
among some of the younger genera-
tion to take the bad with the good.

The blacks and whites at S o u t h
Dade will get along a lot better once



Letters To The Editor

`Racist' Charge Denied
By Former Student

Editor, The News Leader:
I am neither an intergration-

ist or a segregationist. I  am a
constitutionist, meaning I  am
a strict interpreter of the con-
stitution.

T would like t o  remark o n
SOUL's wanting to change the
name of Rebels.

* *
AS AN American and a south-

erner I  am proud of my herit-
age. Those men and women
who called themselves rebels a
litie over 100 years ago were
good Americans, both whites
and blacks, who fought for what
they believed in.

I was a South Dade Rebel but
neither my classmates nor  I
can be labeled racists. H  o w
could we? We didn't advocate
violence or hatred.

In the South there were Ne-
gro slaves, but the war between

the states wasn't fought o v e r
slavery but for states' rights. In
the north there were indenture
servants, both black and white.
But no one calls the American
flag a symbol of racism.* *  *

BOTH WHITE and b l a c k
Americans should be proud o f
their southern heritage.

SOUL stated i t  is not repre-
sented on the Student Council.
I thought one had to be nomi-
nated and elected. Need I  say
more'

If black athletes can't meet
the qualifications, why should
they be put on teams i f  some-
one else could do better?

About the absence o f  black
teachers. W e  all know there
are not enough qualified black
teachers. I f  these students are
really concerned and not jus t
rebelling why don't they go to

college, after graduating, and
become teachers t o  eliminate
this problem.

*
ABOUT BLACK culture and

history. When I  went to school
I studied world and American
history. W e  a l l  know black.
white and yellow men partici•
pated in developing history but
no one needed to tell us. I  ne-
ver had anyone teach me Irish
culture or Irish history either.

I  am happy and proud of our
American history.

But if SOUL wants black his-
tory, here is their first lesson:
Many Negroes fought as rebels
in the Civil War and were proud
to do so. Look that up in the
history books.

Eliminate the name "Reb-
els," —  Never. A s  long as
there is injustice in the world
there will be rebels.

They want black cheerlead.
ers and majorettes. I f  a black
girl is good and can fulfill the
qualifications, fine, make her a
cheerleader or majorete. B u t
don't ever put a white girl out
and replace her with a  black
girl because a  minority wants
it that way.

*  *

IT'S AS IF being a white girl
is a handicap.

What I  am tryying to say is
this: Black students have ne
grounds f o r  their demands.
What they want must be earn-
ed and not given.

In the August 5 issue of The
News Leader, SOUL stated:
it. .  .black students of South
Dade High demands which
must be made immediately or
action will be taken."

Who are they, a handfull, to
make such outrageous d  e •
mands?

There is an air of racism at
South Dade and it is led by the
organization called SOUL.

SP 5 BARRY D. MURPHY



Editor, The News Leader:
After reading the article i n

Monday's News Leader about
racism at South Dade H i g h
School we were shocked. W e
have attended South Dade f  o r
two years and we know s u c h
conditions are not as stated in
the article.

The students and the faculty
are not prejudiced and are fair
to all. * *

SOUL IS protesting s o m e -
thing that happened over a cen-
tury ago, something we had no
part in. W e  have a rebel flag
but may we remind our SOUL
brothers that flying high over
our school flag is the American
flag which stands for peace and
justice for all. Is that recism?

In reply to the charge t h a t
there is no Negro representa-
tion in  cheerleading or major-
ettes, may we point out t h a t
there's been n o  participation.
They have to try out first just
like other girls. We  just can't
"give" i t  to them.

No one has special privileges
at South Dade.

Also Student Council repre-
sentatives are elected accord-
ing to grades and ability to co-
operate with others in setting
up standards, relating them to
the student body and the like.

*
AS FAR AS the hiring o f

coaches and administrators i s ,
concerned, the  School Board
does this, and it does so on the
basis o f  education, training,
ability and the need for person-
nel.

Concerning the  absence o f
black history and culture, t he
students at  South Dade don' t
write the textbooks so t h e y
(SOUL) should protest against
the Dade County Board of Pub-
lic Instruction.

Finally, we would like to say
that we  see no  need fo r  a
change in the name "Rebels."
It is a  name which shows a
great deal of spirit and enthu-
asism, b u t  which does n  o t
mean that we are against Ne-
groes as were the rebels of ov-
er a 100 years ago.

Students 'Shocked'
At Racism Charge

EVERYTHING that we have
which has to do with spirit con-
cerning football games a  n d
such is related to the theme of
"Rebels." F o r  e x a m p l e ,
cheers, theme songs, hand uni-
forms, flags, class rings, year-
books, newspaper, c o l o r  s,
themes for halftime shows, and
many more.

If our name is changed a l l
this has to be thrown out with
it, including one of the most im-
portant of all, school spirit. We
feel that this spirit has nothing
to do with prejudice or racism.

We fee l  t ha t  th is  change
would be confusing and com-
pletely unnecessary. W e  hope
all who  a re  concerned w i l l
agree with us and support us in
our efforts to keep the name of
South Dade Rebels.

3 SOUTH DADE STUDENTS
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At South Dade H i g h  School

to ants, Boar Join
To ear ace Dispute

—Herald Photo by C. A. MITCHELL

Rebel Image Part of Controversy
• : w o w ,  f  or m s

By BRUCE GILES
Herald Writer

A South Dade High School
student cont roversy  o v e r
alleged d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
against Negro students w i l l
be aired early next week —
possibly Tuesday —  w i t h
students acting as mediators.

The fledgling South Dade
S t u d e n t  and Community
Relations Committee, formed
at the end of the school year,
will discuss the  discrimina-
tion charges With seven stu-
dent a ides  t o '  t h e  D a d e
School Board.

The seven aides, five white
students and two Negro stu-
dents f r o m  throughout t h e
county, Monday will set up a
meeting d a t e  w i t h  S o u t h
Dade students to discuss the
problem.

Betty Gi lkey, South Dis-
trict Superintendent, said i t
is hoped t h a t  the  students
themselves w i l l  b e  able t o
open up communication and
solve inner-school problems.

Adult assistance w i l l  b e
given, but only i f  i t  is sought
by the students, she said.

T h e con t roversy  w a s
thrown back into the laps of
the students b y  the  school
board after i t  heard charges
from Negro  students r e p -
resenting SOUL, the Student
Organization f o r  Un i ty  and
Liberty, on Wednesday.

The group o f  South Dade
Negro students asked for the
elimination o f  t h e  "Rebel"
nickname a n d  u s e  o f  t h e
confederate f lag,  song  a n d
uniform and for the substitu-
tion of  symbols not "oppres-
sive to black students."

South Dade's wh i t e  s tu -
dents and their parents came
to the meeting wi th  a  peti-
tion signed b y  800 people,
asking that the school's nick-
name not be changed unless
it were done by a vote of the
entire student body.

The school board agreed,
and said i t  has no  jurisdic-
tion over the name change.

S 0 U L representa t i ves
asked that  more Negroes be
hired on the faculty and that
racial attitudes b y  teachers
and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  be
changed, o r  they  b e  f i red.
They also sought a  greater
part in extra-curricular activ-
ities of the school.

The Dade School Board
ordered the investigation o f
the a l leged discrimination
starting w i t h  n e x t  week's
meeting between the student
aides a n d  t he  South Dade
students.

Board members made i t
clear that  Negro and white
students should f irst attempt
to work  out  their problems
by themselves before coming
to the bpo,rd.



In Rebel Controversy

Student Group Plans
Meeting This Week

The Student Aid Group as-
signed to work out the racial
differences at South Dade High
School met this morning at  a
seminar in the School Board of
flees in Miami and were expec-
ted to set a date for a meeting
with South Dade High students.

At a meeting last Wednesday

of the School Board a delega-
tion of South Dade High black
students protested the use o  f
the school nickname, "Rebels"
and charged that black stu-
dents w e r e  discriminated
against by both faculty a  n d
white students.

The School Board instructed

SAG to visit the school if possi-
ble on Tuesday and confer with
both white and black students.

This morning the information
division of  the school superin-
tendent's office said that n  o
meeting had been set for Tues-
day but  that a  Wednesday
meeting would be proposed a t
the SAG seminar today.

SAG consists of seven s  t u-
dents chosen by the S c h o o l
Board.

As employes of the s c h o o l
administration, they are paid
$400 for an eight-week term of
office.

It is an integrated g  r o u p,
consisting of two black girls
and five boys, one Cuban a n d
four white.

The SAG attends seminars
set up by the school system's
administrator. A t  these meet-
ings the students are briefed on
various functions of the school
system and educational prob-
lems.

In these seminars the s  t u-
dents may ask questions a n d
discuss the subject and g i v e
the student viewpoint on it.

SAG has not been asked t  o
attempt to settle racial differ-
ences in the past.

But in the discussion of the
South Dade High matter, the
School Board thought S  A G
might be effective in setting up
a workable cooperation b  e-
tween the South Dade r  a c i al
groups. Therefore they were
asked to meet with the South
Dade students as an experimen-
tal ffort to establish coopera-
tive understanding.

The present membership o  f
SAG will finish its employment
Aug. 23 and a  new group will
be selected for the opening o f
school on Sept. 3.

SAG operates under the d i -
rection of Mrs. Marcie Ersoff,
who as a representative of the
school administrative staff sets
up the seminars and assists the
tucignt memkors..,,in their ,

cZ,2 4 . 0  —;."7 •



'Rebel' Na ..2 No t Racist /,
South Dade Student, Says

Editor, The News Leader:
I have in my hand a copy of The

News Leader of August 5. The head-
lines say that black students are be-
ing oppressed. I  would like to inform
you that I  have never seen any Ne-
groes being treated a n y  different
from the whites at South Dade High
School.

THE NICKNAME, "Rebels," is
not racist. T h e  school, being in the
South chose a  very  appropriate
name. The  school athletic teams are
in a sense rebelling against other for
that number one spot. S o  I  see no
reason that the name, uniforms, song
etc. should bother Negro students.

Our cheers, songs, etc. a re  not
"run of the mi l l "  and th is  among
other ideas attribute to South Dade
being outstanding. I f  a name change
is wanted, it should be put before the

whole student body to vote upon.
Teachers treat all students alike.

You know we have to work and study
hard to earn our grades, so why do
Negroes or whites expect A's for work
that is not done properly. The school
rules and standards are clear. I f  you
don't care to live up to them t h a t
should be your own business, a n d
you should be ready to settle for the
disciplinary actions that will follow.

Now, i f  Negroes want to join cubs,
cheerleaders, majorettes, or whatev-
er, why don't they come to the meet-
ings? The clubs are open to all stu-
dents. I f  you care to join you come
to the meetings. Cheerleaders and
majoretts require long hours of hard
practice.

I myself tried out for cheerleader
with the other girls practicing t  h e
long, hot afternoons before the voting
is put before the entire student body,
Studuent offices are open to all. You
have to campaign hard for the offic-
es There's no harm in trying if you
will try! Is there?

SOME OF our best athletes a r e
Negroes. I ' ve  never seen one dis-
crimintd against. There's one goal
in sports and that's to win, not who is
out there  playing. O u r  coaches
wouldn't put someone out on t  h e
field i f  they couldn't do anything.

There are black teachers in South
Dade. The teachers a t  South Dade
are always willing to help a student
in need i f  they will only ask.

I'll admit that there i s  an ab-
sence of black history and culture in
South Dade's curriculum, and that
a course should be offered in  that
field.

A student has never been turned
away from the library because his
skin tone is black, red, yellow, blue,
'or whatever. There have been times
when the l ibrary has been closed
to students, but that's all students. I
see no reason why a student should be
allowed into the library, when i t 's
closed to everyone, because he wants
a book. * *  *

I FEEL THAT if a student is real-
ly dissatisfied with the school that he
is attending tha t  there are many
more schools i n  Dade County and
maybe one of them would suit him
better.

South Dade stands tall among Oth-
ers and there is  no cause to brill%
down its standards for the petty waits
of a few, black or white, who are (ifs-

' satisi f ied.
PAMELA JEAN ZINKEL
A Junior at South Dade Filitih

$6,-1
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For Backwardness
Editor, The News Leader:
The current controversy over the

name "rebel" a t  South Dade High
School has prompted me to write this
letter. W e  moved here from Penn
Sylvania in 1961. * *

TWO OF my children graduated
'rom South Dade High. They had not
)een brought up to think o f  them-
;elves as Yankees but as Americans.
The Confederate symbols were of-
'ensive to them and because of them
hey were never able to develop the
lesirable school spirit.

It was  never  rea l l y  " t  h e i r
school."

These symbols are still offensive to
me. Every time I  see a Confederate
flag i t  saddens me to  realize that
some people are still working toward
livisiveness in America.

In the last few days I  have been
told b y  several residents o f  t he
Homestead that the Civil War is not
over, but is just beginning and that
the only true Americans are those
southerners who feel themselves a
part of the Confederacy.* _ _ _  *

WE DO NOT expect these people
to change their views because they
are so emotionally involved in them,
but certainly those in positions of au-
thority, particularly school officials,
liould be making an effort to coun-

Name Offends
'0.. Negro Student

Editor, The News Leader:
This is in reference to a column

written by Paul Brookshire and Paul
Egan Aug. 6 concerning the nickname
Rebel.

I am 'a Negro who has attended
South Dade and wil l  be there again
this Fall  I t  is not the name that
bothers us as Negroes, it's the mean-
ing established in  the Civil War. I
'eel that Webster can't define this
Nord, because he died before the
.7ivil War. We the living are the ones
who can truly define this word.

Going to  the Bible we f ind tha
Vloses was forbidden to go to t  h e
Promised Land, because he  called
I rn  ome of the Israelites Rebels. So wesee from Biblical times to be cal-

a Rebel there was punishmnt.
I know that a l l  Negroes feel the
e way I  do. W e  aren't concern-

the least b i t  about what  other
hoots do, because we don't attend

teract this backward mindedness so
that all American young people can
grow up and raise their children in
an America where they can m o v e
freely to where their jobs call them
without having to be subjected to the
humiliating concept of a civil c o 1 d
war.

MRS. LUCRETIA TICE

À Sad State
Of Affairs'

Editor, The News Leader:
It is a sad state of affairs in this

country when minority groups can
have enough power to even cnange a
name of a school such as South Dade
High "Rebels" because they don't
like it.

*

THE SCHOOL has had that name
for over 15 years without anyone com-
plaining about it. I f  the students are
unhappy with the name let t h e m
transfer to another school.

I hope the people of South D a d e
will stand up to this challenge a  n d
bombard the school board with peti-
tions and phone calls and also the so-
called Community Relations Board
for only representing one side, t  h e
minority side, of the issue.

DON HOUSTON
They Helped A
Lady In Distress

Mrs. T. K. Young, whose automo-
bile engine caught fire Monday a f -
ternoon at the corner o f  Avocado
Drive and Krome Avenue, wishes t o
thank the many helpful individuals
who stopped by to assist.

Some are known by name, s o m e
not, but the response was reassuring
to a "damoiselle in distress."

She wishes particularly to t h a n k
Chuch Brandt  w h o  assisted h e r
from the beginning un t i l  t h e  f i re
equipment arrived. M r .  and Mrs.
Amos J. C. Baldwin who gave h e r
moral support and a ride home, the
Homestead Fire Department who an-
swered a  call out of  their district
and quenched the smoldering r e -
mains o f  the engine and the man,
whose name is unknown, who pulled
grass and sod on the north side of
Avocado Drive to quench the fire.

These helpers worked at s o  m e
risk. T h e  gas tank, fortunately, did
not explode. Their kind assistance is
apprediated and let it not be said that

nannla. l a r k  in  t h i a i r . n r i i i r - , - .



Look To The Future, Not
Past, Black Student Says

Editor, The News Leader:
As a  black student who attended

South Dade High School, I  think that
South Dade must face reality and al-
so realize that integration is here to
stay. * *  *

BLACK AND white must try to un-
derstand each other and work to try
and solve the problems we are facing
now. A l l  must realize that we can't
live, _by tradition but reality.

We must search our hearts f  o r
prejudice and hate and t ry with all
sincerity to abolish it. I  personally
feel that the Student Organization o f
Unity and Liberty (SOUL) is no t
fighting for a lost cause.

If the black student is oppressed
by the name rebel it should be chang-

Students Show
Great Maturity
Editor, The News Leader:
It's encouraging to note that the

students a t  Souh Dade High School
are displaying greater maturity and
understanding of race relations than
we, their parents.* *SUSAN THOMPSON is so very
right when she recognizes the need
for continuing student effort in th is
area.

My suggestion to the adults (and
particularly to politicians who would
pander to mob prejudice) is "Cool it.
The youngsters will solve their own
problems here, i f  w e  leave them
alone?'

Otis Gossman has put the matter
in perspective. To  his words I  add
the comment that those so called
grown ups who display the most hys-
teria can never be located when there
is genuine community need to explore
educational programs intelligently.* *  *

WHERE ARE these adults w h e n
support is sought for tax funds for ed-
ucation, f o r  parent-teacher discus-
sions, and other constructive school
projects?

You're doing fine, students. Keep
your race relations problems in your
schools, and there's still hope.

IRVING PESKOE

ed. There i s  n o  need in trying to
keep a name alive which should have
died 100 years ago.* *

WE MUST pull together and unite
as one and try to stamp out discrimi-
Hation, hate, prejudice, and stop op-
pressing races and look to the future
and not to the past.CHARLES DANIELS

Racism Exists
At S. Dade

YES! Racism DOES ex is t  a t
South Dade High School. I  h a v e
since graduated, but I  saw this rac-
ism last year. And who ever would
lead you to believe i t  does not exist
is either grossly misinformed, o r
simply does not care enough to pre-
sent the situation in its truest light.* *

I HAVE seen this racism. I  n -
deed, I  have experienced it personal-
ly. I  have heard "them" talking in
the restrooms. I  have noticed how
"their" conversations faded when I
approached and felt "their" stares as
I passed.

I'm talking about students. I never
heard any teacher or any administra-
tor ever refer to anyone in a mannr
derogatory to his race, creed, or col-
or. Tr u e ,  " they"  usually got the
benefit of the doubt, but I  guess you
just expect that

I never wanted t o  hate any of
"them." There are some of my own
race that I don't particularly like, and
I don't exactly care f o r  some o f
"them," but I  had a few real friends
of the other race. They accepted me
and we got along as equals.

BUT THE RACISM is there. Of
course, I  don't really blame "them."
"They" were brought up in a society
that teaches " t hem"  that our kind
are e v i l  and  base. I  often tried to
understand and to act so that "they"
would accept me, and a l l  others of
my race.

I figured this was the only way
we could overcome this racism and
then we could all work together. But
face it, "they" just don't want us.

So, you see, the racism does exist.
And never was i t  more clearly evi-
denced than on the last day of school.
"They" really showed i t  ten. I  know
what discrimination really is because
I am (or rather was) a WHITE stu-
dent, and, I  a m  proud t o  say a
REBEL!

A " o r  GRADUATE 0740
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Actions Of South Dade
Black Students Criticized

Editor, The News Leader:
It has been my unfortunate exper-

ience to witness the actions of t  h e
group of colored students at S o u t h
Dade High who go by the name of
SOUL.

The "members" o f  SOUL are a
group o f  nobodys who care nothing
of adding anything to the honor of
South Dade and who expect to be
catered to.

* *  *
1—STUDENTS who are colored at

South Dade tend to congregate at the
same table. On many occasions they
loudly chanted SOUL, SOUL, SOUL.
They make repulsive noises and are
extremely loud and rude in the class-
rooms, library, class, auditorium.
If they were smart they'd start acting
like they wanted to get along like the
rest and stop acting like primitive
savages.

*  *

2—DEFACING of school property
has been quite prevalent on at least
one hall bulletin board and on num-
erous desks in classrooms. S  0 U L
brothers, I  Love Soul and other slo-
gans adorn the bulletin board on a
wall in a hall in the front of the build-
ing. I n  at least one classroom I have
seen the matching of SOUL BROTH-
ERs matched u p  w i t h  names o f
SOUL GALS. This is vandalism since

it is carved into the wood of desks.

3—NEEDLESS to say there w a s
the mugging on the last day of school
which received little or no publicity.
It is a well-known fact that the mem-
bers who did this act are buddy-buddy
with the SOUL people. And they want
to be treated on the same basis a s
whites!

I can find no reason for the accu-
sation that there is discrimination at
South Dade towards the colored —
they discriminate against t  h e ni -
selves!

I prefer to have my name with-
held because I  fear personal attack
may result on my physical being. In-
deed, I  need not say that when they
have to resort to this method of arbi-
tration, it 's going too far. T h e s e
people are violent. I f  they don't like
the way things are at  South Dade,
they should make constructive sug-
gestions or leave. We certainly don't
need their kind.

I do not intend to be a racist — I
simply want to put across the other
side of a story. I  have been out of
town and unable to reply to the chal-
lenge put forth by these colored peo-
ple until today.

To use an old phrase — they should
zip up or  ship out!

NAME WITHHELD

Rap In Town
Before Riots?

Editor, The News Leader:
How come the FBI and our local

police authorities knew all along that
Rap Brown and his Communist stoog-
es were in Greater Miami for over a
week before those riots started, agi-
tating trouble w i t h  ha te  and fire
"Burn, Baby, Burn,"  and a t  the
height of these demonstrations Brown
slipped out and is now over in t  h e
Bahamas.

And by the way, wasn't he recent-
ly arrested in Maryland and Louisi-
ana for agitating and burnin?

All the authorities tell you g is that
they are "investigating." _

A SUBSCRIBER



Students Seek End -
4.Pion 41 s T o  Race ProWm,"""a12i

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

Eight Sou th  Dade  H i g h
students made a start toward
solving t h e  school's rac ia l
problems in a 21/2-hour meet-
ing, w i th  six student School
Boafd aides sitting in.

Now t h e  S o u t h  D a d e
young people think they can
talk out their problems alone.
The student aides th ink  so
too.

Before school starts, a
biracial committee will pre-
pare a plan to present to the
student body a s  a  whole
early in September. Co-chair-
,Innorl,m11,)0111, irlimil.111 whol,118],,imulli

men a r e  Susan Thompson
and Charles Richardson.

Richardson appeared b e -
fore the Dade School Board
last week as spokesman fo r
the Student Organization for
Unity and Liberty — SOUL.
He said students, faculty and
administration at South Dade
High discriminated against
black students i n  var ious
ways.

Miss Thompson t o l d  t h e
board a t  the  same meeting
that the  biracial committee
was already in existence but
that members hadn't realized
it needed t o  s tar t  meeting
before the opening of school.

Biracial Committee

Libby Cool, president o f
the Student  Counci l ,  a n d
Sammy Jones, one  o f  t h e
representatives of SOUL who
appeared before t he  board,
were designated a s  i n i t i a l
spokesmen f o r  the commit-
tee.

"But f rom now on," Miss
Cool said, "we want i t  to be
regarded as a school commit-
tee —  no t  two  groups bu t
one, p r i m a r i l y  concerned
with South Dade High."

B a r b a r a  Wooden, t h e
School Board aide who f i rst
suggested t h a t  t h e  a ides
could help, said:

,4L Y#
Meets at School p“,
A committee o n  student

and community relations a t
South Dade High School met
Tuesday t o  consider prob-
lems caused b y  a  dispute
over the school's nickname,
"the Rebels."

Negro students have com-
plained about the name and
asked that it be changed.

The committee came u p
with n o  definite proposals,
but promised a  vote of  the
student body on any action.

The bi-racial committee is
headed by Susan Thompson,
a white student, and Charles
Richardson, a Negro.

Four members o f  the Ne-
gro student group SOUL —
Student Organizat ion f o r
Unity and  L iber ty  —  m e t
Tuesday w i t h  f o u r  w h i t e
members of the school's stu-
dent council.

Libby Cool, South Dade
student council president,
said Tuesday's meeting "was
very successful —  i t  ended
with an air of good feeling."

B a r b a r a  Wooden, who
acted as one o f  the media-
tors, said no decisions were

—
made "bu t  there was every
indication progress would be
made. Students on both sides
had a more open attitude."

think the meeting went

very well — probably better
than any  o f  u s  expected.
Discussion was very  open
and free. The kids have start-
ed t o  communicate; they're
working together and I think
they'll come up with some-
thing."

An under-30 school system
spokesman who sat in on the
young people's meeting yes-
terday said the student aides
had decided i n  advance not
to participate very much, and
that they didn't.

"They decided the i r  pur-
pose was not  t o  make any
decisions or even express too

many opinions. They would
attend the meeting as a kind
of mediat ing f a c t o r,  b u t
they wanted the South Dade
students t o  t a l k  i t  o u t  by
themselves w i t h  a s  l i t t l e
outside interference as possi-
ble," the spokesman said.

Among other complaints,
the S O U L  representatives
asked the School Board t o
change South Dade High's
nickname, "Rebels." T h e y
said the word and use o f
Civil War uniforms and the
Confederate f l a g  signified
oppression and  slavery t o
black students.

Miss Wooden, who wi l l  be
a senior a t  M iami  Edison
High t h i s  year,  sa id  t h a t
while she's optimistic about
S o u t h  D a d e  H i g h  s h e
wouldn't necessarily suggest
the same solution a t  other
high schools w i t h  problems
of racial conflict.

" I t  varies f rom school t o
school," she said.



Hypothetical Musings

`If I  Were Black . .
By PAUL BROOKSHIRE

IF I  WERE a black student at
South Dade High School I  would do a
lot of things.

To begin with, I  would keep my
cool.

When school opens in September,
I would wear my best clothes and my
best manners.

I would be friendly to all students
— black or white — and respectful of
all teachers and administrators —
black or white.

I would try to be a model student.* *
IF I  WERE a  black student at

South Dade High School I  w o u l d
abide by al l  the regulations a  n d
If I  believed them to be wrong I
would work to change them in an or-
derly fashion.

If I  saw  evidence of racial dis-
crimination toward myself o r  any
black students I  would make a note
of the time, place, incident and get
the name of the discriminator.

Facts, not accusations, are what
count. *

IF I  WERE a  black student a t
South Dade High School I  would en-
ter into all school activities that i n -
terested me or were open to me.

If I  were an athlete, I  would go
out for sports.

If I  were a musician, I  would go
out for band.

If I were a drama student, I would
go out for drama.
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If I  felt like cheering, I  would go
out for cheerleading.

If I  felt like strutting, I  would go
out for majorette.

And I  would encourage my fellow
black students to do likewise.

I WOULDN'T let the name "Reb-
el" bug me. But I  would try to dis-
associate it from its Confederate im-
age.

I would try to be reasonable about
the name, "Rebel." G iv ing  every
white student the benefit of a doubt,
I would accept their explanations that
the name isn't "racist" by their inter-
pretation of it.

IF I  WERE a  black student at
South Dade H igh  School I  think I
WOULD object to a Confederate flag
waving in my face constantly and to
an over -excess o f  "Dixie" playing
by the band.

"Dixie," after all, was a Confed-
erate war song and the Confederate
flag was a symbol of the states that
broke away from the Union in an ef-
fort to keep the black people in sla-
very.

Some white students drive around
with signs on their cars, "Hell, No, I
Ain't Forgettin!"

How then, can I  forget?* *
IF I  WERE a black student a t

South Dade High School I  would try
to reason with the white students over
the Confederate symbols a t  t  h e
school.

The Confederate flag was the sym-
bol of a divided nation and, eventual-
ly, i t  was the symbol o f  a "loser."
Why then should it be paraded at ath-
letic events where unity and winning
are the primary objectives?

If I were a black student at South
Dade High School I  would try to get
the white students to view these facts
in an objective light.* *

IF I  WERE a  black sudent a t
South Dade High School I  would try
to remember, above all that my first
business there is learning.

English, h i s t or  y, mathematics
come first. Books are No. 1 — not
symbols

I w i l l  t r y  t o  remember that al-
ways.

I hope that all students — black or
white — will try to remember it, too.

A



'Loud-Mouths' Listened To

New Media Blamed
In 'Rebel' Controversy

Editor, The News Leader:
While visiting recently w i th

Homestead friends, I  listened
in on a  lively discussion o f
your paper's handling of the re-
cent "tempest i n  a  teapot"
concerning the seeking of spe-
cial privileges at South D a d e
High School b y  a  pampered
few.

The consensus seemed to be
that your Mr. Gossman's col-
umn, "SWIM Meets the Press,"
was a striking example of the
unhappy contributions of  t  h e
news media to the topsy-turvy
standards of today, which give
quick and cheap notoriety t  o
lazy loud -  mouths and ignore
those who are earning t h e i r
places in life.

Surely, then are quiet, r e -
spectable and respectful Negro
students at South Dade H i g h
who appreciate their advanta-
ges which are paid for by com-
munity taxes. I t  might have
been interesting to Mr.  Goss-
man's readers to hear the feel-
ings of these responsible young
people.

They are the ones who are
making a contribution to sacie-

ty — not those boastful brag-
garts who have the amazing ef-
frontery t o  DEMAND black
"rights" bought with w h i t e
dollars.

It seemed to us that y o u r
front page covertly fanned ra-
cial il l will. O n e  story featur-
ed a  white robbery  vict im
threatening to shoot the next
Negro thug; a  canned U P I
"breastbeater" w a v e d  t  h e
bloody shirt of "police brutali-
ty," and a third quoted a "re-
spected Negro leader" as say-
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ing " I f  I  had a shotgun . . .  I
probably would have joined the
shooting . .  "

Decent Americans, b o t h
white and black, are sick o  f
riots and of  those pious pun-
dits who incite to riot. T  h
black and the Red anarchists
could never have made it with-
out unstinted publicity g i v e n
them by the news media, and
the outraged American public
is beginning to awaken to that
fact.

SUSAN DOYLE

Free Tuition Eyed
For M-DJC's Needy

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

Miami-Dade Junior College
officials are studying a pro-
posal t o  waive tui t ion fees
for students from low income
families.

The waiver  would  mean
that some $200,000 used t o
grant tuition scholarships to
students would be freed for
other use, college President
Peter Masiko said.

Miami-Dade cannot now
meet the requests it gets for
financial aid he said.

Masiko said about $200,-
000, n o w  used f o r  tu i t ion

scholarship could b e  freed
for use as loans, additional
scholarships o r  t o  expand
work-study programs.

He estimated at least 2,000
students would qual i fy f o r
the tuition waiver using the
income l imits f o r  eligibil ity
set b y  t he  federal govern-
ment.

"By releasing resources
currently used to pay tuition
fees," Masiko said, "We wil l
be able to  provide financial
aid t o  a  larger number o f
students . .  . "

Tuition• is $100 per semes-
ter.

Masiko said the waiver
tuition would have to be part
of a  "general assistance
package," to include addi-
tional loans, grants or jobs.

William Pawley,  col lege
trustee, commenting that he
worked h i s  w a y  th rough
college b y  washing dishes,
said, " I ' m  not  opposing the
idea but the federal govern-
ment is handing out tremen-
dous amount of money. Some
of t h e  programs duplicate
each o t h e r.  M a y b e  w e ' r e
making i t  too easy for some
of these students."

Pawley suggested the plan
be studied further.

Masiko said about half the
college's more  than 21,000
students are on scholarships,
loans o r  work-study p r o -
grams.



What
minor, The News Leader:

I write this letter to you with
the .greatest feeling of frustra-
tion and despair — frustrated
and despaired because the ar-
ticles in  your paper and t  h e
letters to the editor which have
been submitted in response t o
the issues raised by the Stu-
dent Organization for U n i t y
and Liberty reveal a  complete
misunderstanding of  the situa-
tion. T h i s  lack of understand-
ing itself points up the legiti-
macy of SOUL's claims.

* *  *
THE MOST obvious mani-

festation o f  th is inability on
the part of the white commu-
nity to come to grips with the
problem is the failure t o  see
how the nickname, "the Reb-
el," and related Confederate in-
signia, a r e  oppressive t o
blacks.

The question is, "How can i t
NOT be oppressive?" W h i t e
people might  have forgotten
what the Confederate insignia
stood for, but the black m a n
has not. I t  is very easy,, i n -
deed, for the unoppressed t  o
forget oppression.

To the black man, slavery,
which the Confederacy fought
to preserve, conjures up not a
form of  a  19th century black
welfare s tate,  w i t h  happy
blacks picking cotton, but rath-
er i t  conjures up black men
being sold as pieces of proper-
ty, the tearing apart of fami-
lies, the resulting inversion o f
male and female roles, and the
continual and subtle depreca-
tion of blacks as individuals.* *  *

IMPLICATIONS of  these so-
cial effects are still visible in
the black community, and, ac-
cordingly, the black man can-
not forget the way of  1  i f  e
which spawned these perver-
sions. Thus, for the same rea-
sons that Jews can be expec-
ted to cringe at the sign of the
swastika, so can the blacks be
expected to revolt against the
Confederate flag and Dixie.

The fact that  a  complaint
was made about the Confeder-
ate symbolism of South Dade
must indicate the validity o  f
the claim that the symbolism
is oppressive. I t  should b  e
noted that black students o  f
South ?).ado ex-nressed dicerm-tent with the nickname f  i r s t,
and then formed SOUL t o  do
something about it. I n  other
words, SOUL was a  spontane-

completely stude"

41I_blacks Can't Forget
`Rebel' St ood For

ted and organized, response to
the problem. T h e  students'
sincerity cannot be questioned.

*  *

FOR THE WHITE communi-
ty to look upon the Rebel name
as just a name, or the Confed-
erate flag as just a flag, or the
Confederate uniform as just a
uniform, and thereby ask how
this could al l  be oppressive is
absurd. I t  is presumptuous for
the white man to tell the black
man these things can't possibly
oppress him. I t ' s  l ike telling
a man with a  broke leg that
it can't hurt.

This al l  adds up to the in-
ability of the white man t  o
empathize with the black, the
inability of the unoppressed ma-
jority to understand an oppress-
ed minority. S o  you see, it's
no answer to  say that whites
don't think of the slavery issue
when they s ing "D ix ie"  o r
shout "go  Rebs go."  T  h e
point is that this is all oppres-
sive to blacks, and that in It-
self is  reason enough f  o r
change.

It is not a  question o f  the
minority dictating what has to
be done. I t  is a minority sim-
ply asking that something op-
pressive to THEM be elimina-
ted. S o  the white person who
claims that he never thinks of
slavery when he cheers on the
Rebels may not be an out-and-
out bigot, but he, nevertheless,
remains insensitive to the prob-
lems and the psyche o f  the
black man. and herein lies a
problem more insoluble t  h an
bigotry.

*  *  *

TO THOSE ADULTS a  n d
students who say  the  Rebel
name and tradition has been at
South Dade for many years, i t
must be asked, "What is this
sacredness regarding t rad i -
tion?" In this case I  feel tra-
dition merely serves to provide
security for an otherwise inse-
cure people.

This need for security can be
understood when displayed b  y
older people (what I  can't un-
derstand is what concern this
STUDENT issue is t o  adults,
who should have been h o m e
last Tuesday night watching the
Republican Convention rather
than tainting this student prob-
lem with their emotionalism.)

However, I  can't see t  h e
need in young people t o  pre-
serve tradition. Yo u n g  people

should be creative and excitea
by the potentialities of the fu-
ture, and forward thinking peo-
ple do not need the crutch like
security of tradition. T h i s  is
not to say that a l l  traditions
are retrogressive per se a  n d
therefore should be desecrated.
Of course not.

Some tradition serves to pro-
vide a spirit that spurs one on
to greater deeds. B u t  h e r  e
where tradition serves t o  op-
press a substantial number o f
people, this inspirational spirit
which might justify some tradi-
tions is lacking.* *  *

AND HERE whatever good-
ness that might be found i  n
the Rebel tradition must b  e
weighed against  t h e  evils.
Whatever good feeling the tra-
dition might give some, i t  can-
not outweigh t h e  oppression
that it bears on others. Again,
this is not a case of measuring
the numbers who get a goo  d
feeling as compared t o  those
who are repulsed by it.

The satisfaction felt by 100
sadists cannot justify torturing
one human. T h e r e  is nothing
beautiful about the Rebel tra-
dition, and its ugliness dictates
its death.

Finally, to those that p o i n t
to the fact that the name was
voted upon by a student major-
ity many years ago, and there-
by imply that what was good
in the past is good now, they
should remember one thing.
When the Rebel name was es-
tablished, South Dade H i g h
School was segregated.

Blacks did not attend South
Dade, and therefore blacks had
no say in the establishment of
this name. T h e  name was es-

tablished a t  a  t ime w h e n
whites told blacks they w e r e
not good enough t o  go  t o  a
white school.

* *  *
AS TO THE other claims of

discrimination voiced by SOUL.
a few words should be sa i d .
Whether o r  n o t  individual
teachers or administrators dis-
played racial prejudice toward
blacks in  particular instances
will have to be investigated, as
the school board suggested. But
in addition to th is  individual
type of discrimination t  he re
exists what can be called in -
stitutionalized discrimination.

That is,  the white orienta-
tion of school policies serving
to discriminate against blacks.

Again, this does not mean eke.
there exists e v i l  individuals
who are out to oppress blacks,
for in a greater number of ca-
ses i t  is a  question of whites
being unaware of their anti s
black prejudice of the polic'es.
For example, since blacks are
in a minority at South Dade i t
is folly to expect them to en-
thusiastically seek membership
in c l u b s  a n d  organizations
wherein selection depends on a
student or student-faculty vote.

Being aware of the phenome-
non that whites w i l l  usually
vote for whites, a black student
is discouraged f rom entering
what appears to be a  losing
cause from the start. T h i s  is
not to say that no black stu-
dents could ever w in  admis-
sion, but for him it's continust-
ly an uphill fight, and to the
extent tha t  this discouragles
blacks f r o m  seeking admis-
sion, this system is prejudiced
against them.

How many o f  you aspiring
whites would seek membership
when you knew that every time
you sought such, the odds were
against you and the barriers
were insurmountable? T  h e
black man has been struggling
for years, and you still demand
that he struggle for everything
due him. *

IF ANOTHER person brings
up the fact that there are no
black cheerleaders o r  major-
ettes because none have ever
tried out — thereby implying
that they are lazy and w a n t
things handed to them —
scream. O f  course no black
girl has ever tried out. As ide
from the fact that she has to
be voted on by a white student
body (and don't flatter your-
self by saying all would los col-
or blind in their voting) what
black girl wants to get out and
yell Rebel cheers?

The b l a c k  g i r l s  a t  South
the cheerleading and majorete
Dade seek representation o  n
squads, but don't forget that
this desire comes only after the
Rebel name and tradition have
been eliminated.

South Dade, as an education-
al institution, has a responsibil-
ity to be in the vanguard of so-
cial change. Society is in the
process of repudiating the dis-
criminatory racial policies that
exist, and South Dade must re-
spond to this societal obligation
and thereby renounce its pro-
vincial interests a n d  fulf i l l
Principal Wilson's promise that
it become the finest institution
in the land.

A LAW STUDENT
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Counsel on Race
Proposed in Schools

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Educat ion  W r i t e r

A proposal  t o  r equ i r e
school personnel t o  t a k e
"sensitivity training" in race
relations was made Wednes-
day by School Board member
Jack Gordon.

Gordon said t he  training
should pariticularly be  pro-
vided in  "schools that  have
racial tensions."

"Unless we face up to the
problem o f  changing a n d
opening attitudes, w e  a r e
going to have serious trouble
making th i s  school system
work," Gordon warned.

School Supt. D r.  Edward
L. W  h i g h a m adm i t t ed
"schools have not lived up to
their responsibility."

Jack Gordon
. . .  face problem

"We need a  training pro-
g r a m a t  a l l  in tegrated
schools tha t  gets people t o
see how others feel and t o

see the problems they facc0,,-
He said top school officials

had been discussing such a
program.

"The problem is these a r y
attitudes o f  a l l  citizens, not
just school people."

He also said it would be up
to the board to decide i f  the
training program should
mandatory or voluntary.

"You get better results i f  W
is taken voluntarily but yo t f
may n o t  ge t  t he  staffs t o '
participate on that basis."

Gordon proposed al l  pr ik .
cipals be required to take
training to become "sensiti
to the way these black
dents l ook  a t  schools an t%
school personnel.

"We need t o  change t
attitudes o f  some pers'onnel
if we are going to change aka
students' att i tudes. I f  w
don't, be long  t e r m  implt.;-
cations are frightening."

Last week Negro studen
at South Dade Senior High
School complained o f  racial,
discrimination a t  the scho
S i m i l a r  complaints w e
registered earlier this year
Miami Edison Senior H l

.0tudents.



School
Programs
Face Cut

Dade school officials w i l l
cut back five school programs
rather than hunt  up a  hal f
million dollars from the local
budget t o  offset  a n  ant ic-
ipated reduction i n  federal
spending.

All of the programs are for
culturally d i s a d v a n t a g e d
children.

The Schoo l  B o a r d  a p -
proved the cutbacks Wednes-
day after School Superinten-
dent Dr. Edward L. Whigham
said i f  t h e  program w e r e
implemented in full "and the
cut comes, we w i l l  have t o
push and shove to  make up
the difference o u t  o f  o u r
local budget."

Howard McMil lan, super-
intendent o f  special  p r o -
grams, said "every indication
"is that the Title I  allotment
for Dade w i l l  b e  reduced
from $3,419,439 t o  $2,906,-
508" for the coming year.

McMillan sa id  h e  ant ic -
ipated further fund cuts next
year. •

So the board decided to:
REDUCE t h e  number o f

P r o j e c t  Language A r t s
Teachers from 124 to 114 to
save $114,750. I t  i s  a  lan-
guage development program
for elementary school ch i l -
dren.

ELIMINATE the coordna-
tor job for the Initial Teach-
ing Alphabet program a n d
assigning h is  duties t o  the
Project Language Arts direc-
tor to save $10,625. ITA is a
new alphabet with 44 charac-
ters.

PROVIDE eight  less spe-
cial education teachers.

ELIMINATE positions o f
10 teachers who have been
working in  the mobile read-
ing clinics.

REDUCE the  funds al lo-
cated to three school districts
for individual school projects
from $120,000 each to  $72,-
000 each.

"I f o u g h t  these federa l
p r o g r a m s  knowing t h i s
would happen and the local
taxpayers would have to pick
up the tab. That's the danger
in these types of  programs,"
said hoard chairman C .  T.
McCrimmon.

Bpard member Jack Gor-
don sa id  "These a r e  t h e
things t h e  l o c a l  taxpayer
should be doing."

111(1611 /4604/..13
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$102 Mi l l ion  Needed

New Schools:
List Burgeons1i

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Staff Writer

The Dade school system's
newest construction pr ior i ty
list to ta ls  more than  $102
million and "is far from com-
plete," School Supt. Dr.  Ed-
ward L .  W h i g h a m  s a i d
Wednesday.

The list, reviewed Wednes-
day by  School Board mem-
bers, includes 31 items cov-
ered by a $29.1 million bond
issue and an additional $12
million i n  s ta te  a n d  loca l
funds included i n  the  new
school budget.

This $41.1 m i l l i o n  w i l l
finance construction of  nine
elementary, three junior and
three senior highs plus site
acquisitions and additions to
other schools.

Already committed is $5.7
million f o r  Miami Lanes-Hi-
aleah Senior High and a simi-
lar amount for the new North
Miami Beach H i g h  School;
for relief elementary schools

for Nor land,  N o r t h  C a r o l
City, M i a m i  Lakes, C o m -
stock, L i t t le  River and Vi l -
lage Green; f o r  Olinda E l -
ementary, Primary School A
and a 15-classroom addition
to James H.  Bright Elemen-
tary.

High enough on the l ist to
be included in  the available
$41 mi l l ion i s  a  $5  mil l ion
allocation t o  build 200 kin-
dergarten classrooms.

Whigham said the county
must have an additional 223
kindergarten rooms by  1973
if i t  is to  comply with state
law which requires a  com-
plete kindergarten program
be implemented by then.

The countywide kindergar-
ten program opens this fall
with 324 half-day classes of
25 children each and an addi-
tional 151 full-day classes of
29 children each for cultural-
ly deprived five-year-olds.

The school system is rent-
ing 100 rooms, primarily i n
churches, t o  house some o f
the classes.

Even s o ,  s o m e  e l ig ib le
children w o n ' t  b e  ab le  t o
attend kindergarten in public
school because o f  the space
shortage.

Whigham said the 223 new
classrooms a r e  needed i n
addition " t o  t h e  available
rented facilities."



rTeacher Race Viewsr e
Seen In Need Of

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami  News Repor te r

Dade schools are going to
be in  serious trouble i f  they
don't "face up to the problem
of changing the attitudes o f
school staffs" in  racial mat-
ters, School Board member
Jack Gordon says.

"I spent al l  day Saturday
with some c i t y  and county
commissioners ta lk ing  w i t h
young peop le  i n  L i b e r t y
City," Gordon told his fellow
board members a t  a  confer-
ence yesterday.

" I t  is  very frightening t o
see the way the kids look at
the schools, t he i r  teachers,
their principals," h e  sa id .
"U n l e s s s o m e  a t t i tudes
change in the school s stem,
it w i l l  be impossible t .

board o r  the administration
should "issue a directive that
this must be done" or wheth-
er i t  should be left on a vol-
untary basis.

" i  have a feeling we'll get
better results i f  we move to
institute training i n  human
relations vo lun tar i l y, "  D r .
Whigham said.

"But some schools are not
facing up to this responsibili-
ty," he said. " I t  may come to
the point where we have to
say to the staff: You MUST
do this."

Gordon also suggested the
school sys tem p u t  m u c h
more emphasis on a program,
available in high schools and
some j u n i o r  h ighs,  w h i c h
enables pupils to Study half a

changes i n  the  attitudes o f
the young people."

Dade County's f i rs t  racial
violence broke out in Liberty
City, in northwestern Miami,
late in the afternoon of  Aug.
7. A t  about the same hour,
Negro students f rom South
Dade High appeared before
the School Board t o  protest
what they termed discrimina-
tion a t  t h a t  school.  T h e
South Dade young  people
agreed t o  discuss the prob-
lem in biracial student meet-
ings.

Gordon suggested yester-
day the school system should
provide "sens i t i v i t y  t r a i n -
ing," a t  least f o r  principals
and administrators, g i v i n g

to se I S  with

school day and work for pay
the other half, getting aca-
demic credit for the work.

"We ought to  set a  quota
— 1,000 or  whatever is rea-
sonable — and get that many
more k i d s  i n t o  par t - t ime
jobs," Gordon said. I n  ex -
panding the work-study pro-
gram, he said, school officials
should p u t  emphasis o n
Dade's low-income areas.

In addition, the board yes-
terday considered a  n e w
priority l is t  f o r  school con-
struction. I t  can spend $29
million in newly issued state
bonds and has authorized the
sale o f  another $13 o r  $14
million to be backed by autoi.
lioense tag revenuesi

I

Change;
grated staffs a n d  student 1 1 . 5 2 -4-u -t1.2
bodies.

"I t  doesn't mat te r  what
you cal l  i t , "  Superintendent
Edward Whigham said. "We
do need a  training program
that helps o u r  people see
how others see the problem.

"We need to  do i t  in  the
integrated schools," Dr. Whi-
gham said, "but the undesira-
ble attitudes aren' t  jus t  i n
those schoo ls .  Someth ing
needs t o  b e  done  i n  a l l
schools, and  I  don ' t  real ly
think i t  would be expensive."

He asked the board to give
s c h o o l  administrators " a
little more  t i m e  f o r  p lan-
ning."

One problem, D r .  W h i -
gham said, i s  whether the

for school construction
cept what is on a priority list
approved by the State Board
of Education. T h e  possible
availability o f  an  additional'
$40 mi l l ion t o  $45 mi l l io -
makes i t  necessary to  revise
the priority list.

Dr. Whigham gave board 41
members a proposed priority' s
list o f  80 construction prof-.
ects adding u p  t o  $102.7 '
million, more than twice the
money available.

And he said the l ist is tar
short o f  including al l  seined. '
system cons tuctilif

Unit atten
Ate t h e -  ,;plhook'-:---
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Understanding Is Key
To Problem At S. Dade

Editor, The News Leader:
A preacher and his son were

once traveling through t  h e
country and they stopped at a
small church along the road.
He was a  traveling preacher
and gave his message to those
churches which had no preach-
er of their own. A s  they walk-

inTo the church, the prea c-
er noticed an offering basket in
the isle. I t  was empty.

The preacher reached into his
back pocket, took out his wal-
let, extracted the only dollar
bill he had, and placed it in the
basket. T h a t  S u n d a y  h e
preached his sermon and later,
he and his son ate their dinner
at one of the nearby homes of
a member of the congregation
at which they were staying.* *

LATER, AS he and his s o n
were packing to leave, the head
of the household came up to the
preacher and gave him the dol-
lar bill from the basket. lie ex-
plained t h a t  th is  was  t  h e
preacher's payment which was
collected through donations.
The preacher's son said, "Fath-
er, that was your dollar b i l l
which the man gave you. D o
you think that that is enough?"

The preacher turned to his son
and said, "Son, you only ge t
something from that which you
put something into."* *

PRIDE IS a trait of all h u -
mans, whether they be  black
or white. M a s t  people would
rather work for  that w h i c h
they want in order to feel that
they deserve it. I f  one puts for-
ward no effort and no concern
for the outcome of a problem, it
is very likely that the problem
will not be solved or the answer
will prove to be unsatisfactory.

In other words, i f  one p u t s
nothing in he will get nothing
out. I  would be ashamed to ac-
cept something handed to  me
— whether i t  be a good grade,
or a position on the cheerlead-
ing squad.

The students a t  South Dade
High School a re  no  different
than students of other h i g h
schools. T h e r e  are  students
who have prejudices, who take
a person at his face value and
are not concerned with the true
worth of a person, students who
do not think with an open mind.

On the other hand there are the
leaders — students who care,
students who are concerned for
other students and with t h  e
workings of the school. These
students are the heart of South
Dade. * *  *

THE TEACHERS and. a  d -
ministrators are typical of oth-
er schools. There are teach-
ers who are also prejudiced —
whether i t  be a  person's skin
color o r  religion. I n  spite of
these things, there is one thing
that must be considered. There
are more students, teachers,
and administrators who care,
who have unbiased opinions.
These people do not have a de-
sire to cut other persons down
in order t o  make themselves

look better — a -something for
nothing" attitude.

There is still another aspect
of South Dade. There  a  r e
clubs, athletic teams, a major-
ette squad, a  cheerleading
squad, and many honor socie-
ties. The clubs are formed pri-
marily for the purpose of doing
services for  the school a  n d
community. E a c h  c l u b  i s
formed and consists of students
attending South Dade. Anyone
is allowed to join.* *  *

THE DOORS are not closed
to a student simply because he
is a Jew or his skin coloring is
black. A  person's will, deter-
mination, and his willingness to
work — these are the only re-
quirements for joining.

Before the beginning of each
school year, tryouts are held for
the athletic teams, the major-
ette squad and the cheerleading
squads. Meetings are held a
month before the actual t ry-
outs and any student wishing to
try out may attend these com-
pulsory meetings. T h e  major-
ettes practice months before
they go before a panel and are
voted on for their worth and ex-
cellence as a result of their ef-
forts.

The cheerleading candidates
go before the  entire student
body and are also voted on be-
cause of their excellence, n o t
because o f  their names, skin
color, or religion for names are
not given and the students are
choosing a squad which will do
justice to our school.* *  *

THERE ARE various honor
societies at South Dade. Mem-
ership is based on grades, cha-
racter, leadership, and abilities.
A point system is used. A  3.6
grade average is the standard
for the National Honor Society
and 3.5 for the other societies.
The societies offer the same ac-
tivities as those o f  the clubs.
The members are not voted on.

In order to achieve and main-
tain these grades, a  student
must have a certain amount of
discipline, willingness to work,
and the grace to accept defeat
as well as victory. Success is
"1 per cent inspiration and 99
per cent perspiration:' Good
grades are not always the pro-
duct of a fine brain. There is
no rule which says a white stu-
dent is allowed to study longer
than a black student.

It has been pointed out that
these clubs and organizations
are open to anyone who wants
to join, and yet the question
arises — Why haven't the black
students taken the initiative to
join? Have they been sup-
pressed? These are hard ques-
tions to answer. There is n o
way to see into a person's mind.* •

THE BLAGK STUDENT may
feel that at South Dade he i s
not welcome. He  may feel that
by stepping forward to join a
club he will be unfairly treated,

hurt, and even rejected. T  h
black person is not giving South
Dade a  chance. O f  al l  t  h
clubs which I belong to I  do not
know of one which would not
welcome an extra hand to help
build that homecoming float • or
to help with that bake sale. I t
makes no  difference whether
that hand is black or white. The
questions stand unanswered.

The year is 1968. A s  w  a s
mentioned before, South Dade
is like other schools with their
prejudices, hatreds, and lead-
ers. W e  call ourselves "Reb-
els." Our  colors are blue and
gray. Ou r  band uniforms a re
fashioned after those worn by
the Confederate soldiers. T h i s
is our tradition. Every student
at South Dade loves his school
in some small way, whether i t
be because of its tradition or
its curriculum. Every student
is proud of his school.

* *  *
THE TRADITION is part of

the school, just as the walls and
desks. Without it, South Dade
would be a hollow shell, full of
people making noises like teach-
ers and students. The name
"Rebels" and the Confederate
flag were not adopted by per-
sons unknown who hated black
people and set out to . remind
them everyday o f  the untrue
and cruel statement that whites
are better than blacks. 'This is
not only foolish but is historical-
ly inaccurate. When a student
shouts " I  am a 'Rebel'," he is
proud because, through h i s
school years at South Dade, he
is becoming a  mature person,
an intelligent person, a sensible
person, a  moral person — as
adult. H e  is proud that he is
an American and can even go
to school. H e  is proud that he
has a mind of his own. H e  is
proud that he has the freedom
to worship as he chooses and is
able t o  te l l  those with which
goes to school his beliefs.

* *  *
WE NOW HAVE unrest and

distrust at South Dade. Ours is
not to reason why but to try and
find a  solution. A  solution
brought about by understanding
and peace rather than hurt and
tlebirtiarCm: " T h e  -prz i r ter t
not nnesided. I t  deals w  i t
emotions rather than s  o m e-
thing that is materialistic and
on the surface. I f  we do not
answer o u r  questions a  n d
search for a solution peaceful-
ly and work together, our school
and even our town will be torn
apart by needless riots a  n d
possibly killings.

A SITUATION such as t h i s
can result in painful experienc-.
es, even death, i f  parties resort
to violence. B y  now everyone
should know with what I'm con-
cerned. This is not the time to
be apathetic, whether you may
be black or white. I t  is your
future and the future genera-
tions at stake. Understand and
help

LIBBY COOL
President of the 111680

Student Council



Minority Group Tries
To Dictate To Majority

Editor, The News Leader:
The main gripe of Negro. stu-

dents is that they are not plac-
ed on a  parallel level to, o r
treated the same as, the white
students.

In other words they want to
be equal. Yet they magnify the
fact that they're not by form-
ing an organization c a l l e d
SOUL.

ANY NUMBER o f  words
could be used in place of Stu-
dent Organization for U n i t y
and Liberty and still come ac-
ross with the same idea.

Yet the very fact they pick-
ed SOUL shows that even they
consider themselves different.
(It's common knowledge that it
was a black movement t h a t
started this SOUL bit.)

This organization consists of

only a hundred members, a ve-
ry small minority of  S o u t h
Dade students, yet i t  not only
requests but demands changes
in school policies and tradition
that will not only affect the pre s-
ent but all future students a t
South Dade, and this due to ac-
cusations and issues that have
not been fully investigated b y
either party (especially those
doing the accusing).

* *
THE COMPLAINTS w  h i c

have been looked into h a v e
proved false and unjustified. I f
this organization was made up
of whites, I  doubt seriously i f
it would have been publicized
in the first place.

This action alone shows that
they not only consider them-
seves equal but superior.

Rebel, Spirit
Mean The Same
Editor, The News Leader:
I am writing to comment en

the letter written by the wom-
an from Pennsylvania who said
she had two children who grad-
uated from South Dade.

She said the Confederate sym-
bols were offensive to them, and
because o f  these symbols her
two children could, not develop
their desireable school spirit.

* *  *
I  FEEL their lack of school

spirit was due to their lack of
school participation.

My sister is a Yankee, but she
is very proud to go to S o u t h
Dade and to honor the "Rebels"
and the Confederate flag.

I myself am a "Rebel," and
I am glad I  am. I  stand up
and cheer along with the rest of
the students of South Dade High
when the 'Rebel" f lag i s  put
on the field during our games.

But we also love and honor
our American flag and we al-
ways stand up for it. I  do not
see how these two  students
could not seem to get a surge
of school spirit.* . *

THIS WILL be my f  i r s t
year at South Dade High, but
even when I went to Homestead
Junior High the "Reoel" spirit
was always with me, and all my
fellow classmates. And i t  wil l
aways be with me.

Maybe if  these two graduates
of South Dade would have made
a little mere effort to go to our
games, pep railies and -partici-
pate i n  our athletic activities,
they would get the desireable
school spirit.

I have often witnessed t h e
singing of  the South Dade al-
ma mater. I  have seen a few
students who are so devoted to
the "Rebels" that it brings tears
to their eyes everytime t h i s
alma mater is sung.

And SOUL wants to take such
a beloved and honored name
from the students of S o u t h
Dade?

*
Maybe i f  t h e s e  S O U L

members would core and wit-
ness this singing of the alma
mater for themselves i t  would
change their desire to wipe out
the rebels.

In closing I would like to urge
these two graduates and their
parents and everyone in t  h e
South Dade area to come to our
games and see this spirit that
is in each and everyone of'the
students of South Dade.

And maybe after this you too
will join in to support the stu-
dents of South Dade and help
us keep the much loved and
honored name, "Rebels," i  n
our schOol forever.

DOUG WYCOFF

This country is supposed to
be run on a democratic basis,
as is South Dade, with the ma-
jority ruling. E v e n  i n  th is
sense (which only could be con-
sidered prejudiced) SOUL i s
anything but a majority. Ye t
they think because they're Ne-
gro they can be handed privil-
eges and positions anyone else
— be they white, Puerto Ri-
can, Cuban o r  whatever —
would have to work for.

* *  *
I AM NOT a South Dade stu-

dent but a  student concerned
nonetheless, for I  feel that i f  a
minority group such as t h  is
(that doesn't even know what
it's rebelling against) c  a n
cause such an upheaval in its
school and immediate commu-
nity, that it is not only possible
but probably to have a similar
effect on other schools.

This may be a sarcastic re-
mark, but if their rebellious ac-
tions and attitudes aren't con-
sidered as those o f  "rebel,"
what is? I f  anything, t h i s
name is more than accurate.

SHIRLEY BERGER
Palmetto Senior. High



l it k  h i / 1 kSouth Dade Negroes
Air Their Grievances
Police and School
Officials Listen

By BRUCE GILES
Herald Writer

Negro residents o f  South Dade paraded before
county school and pol ice officials Thursday n igh t
airing their complaints.

The off icials l istened careful ly  a n d  promised
action.

The meeting a t  the Perrine off ice o f  the EOPI
was the f i rst  i n  a series across the county to  bring
residents face-to-face w i t h  these officials. I t  w a s
sponsored by the Dade County Community Relations
Board.

Problems ranged from lack
of representation i n  govern-
ment, schools and the police
force, t o  employment a n d
housing.

South Dade Negro leader
Odell Johns  cr i t ic ized t h e
Metro Commission f o r  n o t
having a  commissioner who
is t r u l y  a  representative o f
the Negro community.

"Earl Carro l l  h a d  t o  b e
elected b y  a  ma jo r i t y  o f
white votes," Johns said. "So
he is not really a spokesman
for the Negro community."

He also criticized the lack
of Negroes i n  responsible
positions in law enforcement.

"We need some Negroes in
Metro with some stripes," he
said.

"We need Negroes i n  the
sheriff's department who can
participate i n  pol icy-making ,
decisions."

He also criticized unequal
housing c o d e  enforcement.
He charged t h a t  there a re
few follow-ups on violations
by white owners, but that the
code " i s  enforced rigidly on
the Negro property  owne r
who even has a broken win-
dow pane."

Johns a l s o  attacked t h e
executive committee o f  t he
EOPI. H e  said they are " a
highly sophisticated c l ique"
who border- on--conflict o f
interest. He said the poverty
program i s  no t  meeting the
needs of the people for whom
it was designed.

Another resident, Lou ise
Byrd, charged t ha t  ethploy-
ment opportunities are few.

One reason, she said, i s
because t ransportat ion i n
South Dade  i s  completely
inadequate to  other parts o f
the county.

The meeting stretched into
the n igh t  a s  many  o f  t h e
nearly 1 0 0  residents c o n -
fronted t h e  o f f i c ia ls  w i t h
complaints.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SOUL Formed To Air
Grievances, She Says

Editor, The News Leader:
I'm a senior at South Dade

High School and a  member of
the SLudent Organization f  o r
Unity and Liberty, S.O.U.L. I
would like to clear up the real
meaning and purpose of S.0.-
U.L. T h i s  organization w  a s
deigned for students of a  11
schools who have discrimina-
tory grievances, to bring t  o-
gether the opposing sides a n d
try to work out some sort o  f
agreement which w i l l  satisfy
all concerned.

S.O.U.L., t o  these students
and myself, means exactly the
following: S  — students and
only students of the school bo-
dy associated wi th cer ta in
problems; 0  —  organization,
the arranging of some related
parts into a whole; U — unity,
a definition within itself, t h e
.state of One; and L — liberty,
the privileges enjoyed by  all,
by a grant.

* *
WHAT THE Caucasians fail

to see or realize are the t  w o
great differences between this
word SOUL used on two entire-
ly different situations.

The name Rebel to the black
students — myself and others
— gives us the complete under-
standing of the background o f
Rebels, from its history to the
present. W h a t  makes us  re-
ject this name so strongly i s
that from the Civil War u n t i l
now, portions of the Caucasian
race still would 'love' to see the
black race return to slavery. I t
also brings back the horrible
and hateful life my people had
to go through.

*  *  *

IT HAS BEEN said that the
shortage o f  teachers w  a s
caused by the teachers' walk-
out. I  sincerely don't believe
that the person in charge o  f
hiring teachers can't find quali-
fied black teachers to fulfill the
basic positions within t  h e
school. W e ,  the  black stu-
dents, need these teachers be-
cause they are of our bl a c k
race and only the teachers
can really understand the dis-

crimination we receive a  n d
help us more within the school.

It was brought up that the ab-
sence of black history and cul-
ture is quite irrelevant. We l l ,
from other black students and
myself, whi le studying i  n
school, we have been deprived
of a n  enormous amount o f
learning about the black race's
accomplishments, background
and failures. * *

YOU MAY SAY that isn't im-
portant, but to us as black stu-
dents i t  means knowing every-
thing in  the world and i t  per-
tains to our entire life on this
earth.

As far as discrimination i s
concerned, it has been put upon
every black student a t  South
Dade. T h e  Soul Brothers and
Sisters or Black Power t h a t
was worn on the last day o f
school are not in any kind of
manner similar to each other.

The S. 0. U. L. that was ex-
hibited in June was a new tra-
dition between black students
which showed that they sincer-
ely believed and loved the cus-
toms handed down to us from
one generation to another.

This discrimination was only
caused by the white students,
teachers a n d  administrative
board. T h e  black students at
South Dade High School have
been told by teachers to leave
pep rallies i f  we participated in
our own fashion in an orderly
way, or i f  we didn't stand t o
the playing of Dixie or the pres-
entation of the Rebel flag.* *  *

WE HAVE been told even be-
fore we could reach the main
desk within the library t h a t
we were improperly dressed to
enter, or that we came in in a
so-called wrong manner, e t c . ,
and we were called to the of-
fice and sent home.

But on the other hand, a
white boy or girl could enter in
similar dress or  in  the same
manner, and would not be spo-
ken to in the main office o  r
sent home.

Black students have a l s o

been ordered back to the cafe-
teria by the assistant principal
if we left with an item or  a
cup of water. B u t  a group o f
white bays and girls could walk
past or even stop in the hall for
a little conversation w i t h  a
Burger King bag or drink, ap-
ple beer, potato chips, etc., i n
their hands and not once be
spoken to. W h a t  made the
discriminatory action so bad is
that Principal Wilson said no one
was to leave the school camp-
us for lunch.

WHITE STUDENTS have ob-
jected to sitting beside a black
student at school and on buses;
they have moved to the side
with a sneer to make i t  abso-
lutely clear to the black stu-
dent that they feel we are not
even fit to walk on the same
earth with them.

Black students at South Dade
have been called Niggers,
—, (dirty names not fit to print
in your newspaper), i f  we did
not let white students pass first
in pep rallies, the cafeteria,
halls and elsewhere.

As for trying out for cheer-
leaders o r  majorettes, o t h e r
girls and I  wanted to try o u t
and we knew we could h a v e
made the squad. A s  for my-
self, I  have wanted to go out
for different offices, clubs and
teams, and I  know — as others
associated with m e  know —
that I  work hard and do m  y
best in everything I  truly want.
But the black students know
that to go out for such a posi-
tion would be the biggest mis-
take we have made — knowing
that we are the minority a t
South Dade, that we are n  o t
welcome, and that white s t u-
dents have grievances against
us. * *

IT HAS BEEN said that the
name 'Rebels' w a s  never
meant to oppress anyone, black
or white. B u t  the true rebels
are those whose actions against
the black students I  have list-
ed, and I  sincerely mean never
to identify myself as a  Rebel.

MILDRED D. SEYMOUR
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Student Can Learn to Sew at School
. . .  Barbara Adams, left, and Edith Jernigan

Migrant School
Place Where
Nobody Fails

A migrant worker, his white stubble-bearded face
glowing wi th pride, counted his weather-worn fing-
ers: "One . .  .  two . .  .  three . .  . "

Only nine weeks ago i t  was "uno . .  .  dos . .
tres . .  . "

A middle-aged Negro woman sat at a typewriter,
her fingers bouncing over the keyboard to the tune of
48 words a minute.

These and 130 others are the "graduates" of the
Adult Migrant and Seasonal Farm Workers Program
being held at South Dade High School.

"We have no  students who  fa i l , "  emphasized
Johnny Brown, director of  the program. "Each stu-
dent has made great progress during the nine weeks
of the program."

The federally-funded program offers migrant and
seasonal farm workers the opportunity to learn skills
which w i l l  help them to  function better in  society,
Brown said.

Classes begin at 8:30 a.m. with the basic skills —
reading, writing, arithmetic and citizenship.

Afternoons are filled with vocational skills of the
participant's choice. These include such varied inter-
ests a s  carpentry, au to  mechanics, homemaking,
cooking, office machines, typing, arts and crafts and
music.

Citizenship is one of the required courses for the
workers. Migrants are taught about politics and gov-
ernment and instructed on how to use a voting ma-
chine.

In fact, t ha t  par t  o f  the lesson was so  we l l
learned that 85 of  the 130 students requested to be-
come registered voters.

Writing is one skil l  which a number of the stu-
dents, many of  whom have had l i tt le and sometimes
no formal education, had not acquired.

"We got a number of report forms from the stu-
dents signed with just an x  the f i rst  week," Brown
said. "But after the third week every one of the stu-
dents had learned t o  wr i te and recognize his own
name."

Willingness to learn is no problem for the teach-
ers of the program.

"One woman  skipped h e r  lunch a n d  spen t
the time working arithmetic problems on the black-
board," Brown said.

Although the formal par t  o f  the program has
ended w i t h  a  display o f  newly-acquired skil ls and
knowledge at  Mays High School in  Homestead, the
education will not.

"Education i s  no  longer a  dead-end street f o r
many o f  these people," Brown said. "Many o f  the
students w i l l  continue their education in  other spe-
cialized training programs."
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White Meet Black to
Find Harmony's Ills
By GEORGE KENNEDY

Herald Staff Writer

The Greater Miami Coali-
tion decided Thursday t o
work w i t h  a  broadly-based
group o f  Negro leaders t o
identify, and begin working
to solve, the  most pressing
problems o f  the black com-
munity.

An a l l -black committee is
now drafting a "blueprint" of
what needs to be done. This
will be presented within two
or three weeks to  the coali-
tion, a  predominantly white
organization o f  many o f  the
most powerful business and
government executives i n

Before t h e  disturbance,
Goode said, the coalition had
hoped t o  organize commit-
tees and p lan carefully be-
fore undertaking a n y  pro j -
ects.

"I th ink they realize they
must d o  something a t  this
point," Reeves said.

Something else they decid-
ed t o  d o  Thursday was  t o
work wi th  the University o f
Miami t o  provide technical
assistance t o  blacks seeking
to start or expand business in
the ghetto.

The provision of technical
and financial z i d  t o  black

Dade County.

The black group was orga-
nized by Garth Reeves, editor
of the Miami Times, a Negro
newspaper, and a member of
the coalition.

Its membership includes
businessmen from all parts of
the c o u n t  y, pol i t ic ians,
professional organizers a n d
heads of social agencies.

Neal Adams, Brownsville
grocer and civic leader, is a
member. S o  a r e  Bernard
Dyer o f  t h e  L iber ty  C i t y
Community Council, Archie
Hardwick o f  the James E .

businessmen, o r  entrepre-
tvurs, is now generally rec-
ognized as the most hopeful
way o f  developing a  solid
economic base upon which
other improvements can be
built.

n e proposa l ,  t h o u g h ,
stirred some dissent among
coalition members and was
not acted on.

T h e proposa l ,  t h o u g h ,
stirred some dissent among
coalition members and was
not acted on.

The proposal was that the
coalition sponsor a fact-find-

Scott Commun i ty  Cen te r,
Odell Johns,  S o u t h  D a d e
Politician, a n d  Bes t  West ,
secretary o f  the new Black
Brothers for Progress

There are a  dozen mem-
bers i n  a l l .  T h e  blueprint
they come u p  w i th  w i l l  be
submitted t o  a group o f  200
or more ghetto residents for
approval before going to the
coalition.

Reeves said the program
will be one drawn by blacks
for blacks and will be intend-
ed to represent a concensus
of the community.

Ray Goode, executive vice

president o f  the  coalition,
said it will refine the propos-
als t o  include cost estimate
and then throw the consider-
able w e i g h t  o f  coa l i t ion
members behind some or all
of the priorities.

Improvements w i l l  b e
sought, Reeves said, in such
areas as transportation, jobs,
education, housing and po-
lice-community relations.

"We want to let the com-
munity know something i s
happening," Reeves said.

Both men said last week's
violence i n  L iber ty  C i t y
spurred the coalition's action.

ing committee, a  " l i t t le Ker-
ner Commission," to examine
causes, conduct and effects
of the violence.

Several members argued
that the coalition should not
spend t i m e  looking back-
ward, while others thought
that would be the best way
to begin looking ahead.

In a  l e s s  controversial
area, t h e  coalition unani-
mously endorsed the Model-
City program n o w  getting
under w a y  i n  t h e  Liberty
City area. Coalition programs
in that  area w i l l  b e  chan-
neled through the federally
funded Model City effort.

Garth Reeves
. . .  organizer

4ea



Community, Action Fund Gets
New Offices, :New Director

The migrant-serving Commu-
nity Action Fund in South Dade
has new offices and a  new di-
rector.

Settling in  l a s t  week  i n  a
converted residential dwel l ing
at 560 SW Sixth St., Homestead,
were d i r e c t o r  S t a f f o r d  J .
Sweeting and hiS staff of some
15 office and field workers.

The n e w  d i rector  is an or-
dained p r i e s t  o f  the African
Orthodox Church and has pas-
bored C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  A O
Church near Carol C i ty  f o r  a
number o f  years.

He replaces Roscoe Webb,
who w a s  C A F  d i r ec to r  f o r
more t h a n  t w o  years, i n  the
agency's former location i  n
Perrino. W e b b  was transfer-
rgd t o  CAF headquarters i  n
Fort Lauderdale.

Asked why the shift to south-
weA Homestead, R e v .  F r .
S1,veeling said higher-ups in  the
federally - f unded  agency d e -
cided t h e  "sophisticate su i te
of offices" on  southbound U S
1 i n  Perrine wasn't the b e s t
place from which to  serve mi-
grant and resident fa rm work-
ers in  South Dade.

Homestead and Florida Ci ty
are where most o f  t h e  f a r m
workers are located, h e  said,

'and provide the bes t  " t a r g e t
area" fo r  the agency's work.

Emphasis o f  the program i s
on upward mobility a n d  j  o b
development for  those who do
seasonal f a r m  work.  S w e e t -
ing points t o  recent successes
in placing young former f i e l d
workers i n  year-round (  a n d
higher -  paying) jobs, such as
supermarket employment. Last
month 15 such placements were
made through e f fo r ts  o f  t h e
CAF.

Neighborhood clubs a r e  t h e
framework f o r  developing i  n-
terest in "upward mobility" for
farm laborers, Sweeting said.

Educational programs for mi-
grants and seasonal farm work-
ers, a n d  n u r s e r y  ca re  f o r
youngsters i n  l a b o r  camps
while their parents work, a  r e
among other projects o f  t  h e
CAF.

Rev. F r.  Sweeting is  a  n a -
tive o f  Coconut Grove, gradua-
ted from Booker T.  Washington
High School and served t  w o
years i n  t h e  Army. He grad-
uated f rom St. Augustine Col-
lege i n  Ra le igh ,  N .  C. d i d
graduate work a t  the Inter-de-
nominational Theological Semi-
nary i n  Atlanta and a t  Union
Theological Seminary i n  New

York City. S c h o o l  and has worked with
He is a former history teach- Miami Urban League and

er a t  Miami Northwest H i g h  urban renewal planning.

Help Migrants,
Farmers Urged
Farmers were urged today

by the Department of Labor to
help boys and girls under 16 to
finish their  education .  A t  the
same t ime, the farmers w i l l
be obeying the law.

The child labor provisions of
the Fa i r  Labor Standards A c t
prohibit youngsters under 1 6
from working en a  fa rm dur-
ing school hours whi le school
is in session.

The law applies equally t  o
local and migrant youth.

"Farmers can st i l l  hire teen-
agers under 16 to work a f t e r
school a n  on the weekends i n
non-hazardous jobs. T h i s  wi l l
help needy boys and girls earn
the money necessary to stay in
sctool," t h e  L a b o r  Depart-
ment's Wage-Hour f ie ld off ice
in M iami  observed.

"The farmer who encourages1
these youngsters t o  f i n i s h
school whi le they work part  -
time f o r  h im w i l l  never have
to feel that he knowingly d  i d
not help someone out of the vi-
cious cycle o f  poverty."

Labor D e p a r t m e n t  studies
show how violations of this law
cost the boys and girls involv-
ed — almost half of the young
farm workers were i n  grades
well below the norm fo r  their
ages; and a t  the age o f  15, 7
out of 10 local farm youth, and
9 out of 10 migrant farm youth,
had not reached the grade nor-
mal for  their age.

" I t  i s  particularly important
that this law i s  understood a t
this t ime as schools across the
country are  reopening f o r  the
new school year. Unknowing-
ly, farmers may  permit  boys
and gir ls under 16 to  continue
working ful l  time. T h i s  is, o f
course, against the l aw, "  De-
nicke pointed out.

" I f  there is  a  difference be-
tween State and Federal chi ld
labor standards,  t h e  higher
standards apply.

" I  want to  personally u r g e

that anyone — farmer, f a r m
youth, parent,  o r  teacher —
with questions about chi ld la -
bor standards, minimum wages
or overtime pay, contact me at
my office a t  1527 Federal Of-
fice Building, 51 SW 1st Ave-
nue, Miami, Florida 33130, tele-
phone, 305 - 350-5767. I ' m  here
to help."



Blacks Fightin g For
Freedom At S. Dade

Editor, The News Leader:
I, a black student at S o u t h

Dade High School, would like to
express my opinions concern-
ing the racial upset at South
Dade.

In Abraham Lincoln's Get'ys-
burg Address he stated t h a t
"all men are created equal."
Apparently Lincoln's speec:i
had no meaning at all.

BEFORE A N D  during h i s
time our black ancestors were
bought, sold and beaten as i f
they were worthless property
or stray animals. Even after
centuries of  slavery and final-
ly getting their so-called free-
dom they were still looked up-
on as trash.

The main issue of the C i v i l
War was slavery. T h e  South
(Rebels) thought i t  was the i r
right to have other human be-
ings, the black man, as slaves.
The Confederate flag (on class
rings), the Rebel soldiers uni-

forms (resembles band u  n i •
forms) and South Dade's vic-
tory song, Dixie, all played a
major part in helping keep sla-
very.

Every time I  hear Dixie I
think of what i t  meant to m y
ancestors. I  think of the Reb-
el soldiers waving the Confed-
erate flag as they fought t  o
keep my black ancestors slav-
es.

I Think also o f  the Robe's
fighting with the tune of Dixie
at their lips. I  tealize t h a t
"The Home of the Rebels" has
been the name of South Dv de
for a long 'dine but t h i n g s
change everyday and we must
all learn to live with t h e s e
changes.

Would you, as a white par-
ent, agree to let your children
attend a  school with a  name
like Rap Brown High or Stok-
ley Carmichael Academy with
"Wipe Out the Whites" as the
theme song?

Negro Should Forgive,
Accept School Symbols

Editor, The News Leader:

I will be a Senior at South
Dade this fall and I  must say
what I  feel about this r e c e n t
controversy. M y  brother gra-
duated from Solidi Dade Hig.h
where he was proud to be a
member o f  t'.e Rebel football
team. * *

HIS WIFE was a cheerlead-
er with typical Rebel pride :and
spirit. I  read a letter in the
August 12 issue cf The N e w s
Leader in which the following
was said: "Moses was forbid-
den to go to the Promised Land,
because he called some of the
Israelites Rebels." I f  one will
re•-,d Numbers 20, verses 7-12,
the entire story can be found.
Moses disobeyed God and was
pensihed accordingly.

We are so of t  ra asked t o
"give in"  to !he minority f o r
the sake of appeasement. These
symbols used for athletic com•
petition carry DJ ideat of civil
st t l t  or of dividing,tUr nation.

I rm as patriotic as the t e x t
person, and indeed the C i v i I
War and its ideals are dead if,
my mind.

Why can't the Negri be will-
ing to "give in"  just a  little.
These ideals wimid be totally
forgotten i f  the Negro would
be willing to for4ive and accept
these school symbols in t  h e
same light as others do.

*   WE FOUGHT awar for in-
dependence. I ' m  proud of this
irelependence and the war i t
took to win it. Now I'm proud
that we can look on England es
a friend.

I am a Christian and 1 pray
tha' God g i v e  me knowl-
E,ige for any situation that may
ar:se. I f  ota,....s would fol low
this guide, I  know a lot of mis-
undi-.-rstandiny,s could be clear-
el up and a ; ; rat  deal of trou-
bl.; avoided. T o  r -Teat
well known words: I 'm a Reb-
el born, I 'm a Rebel bred and
when I  die I 'm a Rebel dead."

RON GOODING

Some of you have th?. t  m -
pression that t e  eturr of o u r
skin works as a shield for our
hearts. T h i s  isn' t  ',rue, w e
have feelings atm.

We are fighting for a type of
freedom at South Dade. Black
boys are going to Vietnam shar-
ing in the pains, sharing is the
deaths, sharing in the killings
and we are home sharing in the
griefs.

Our men are fighting for free-
dom and pea,2e for, the people
of South Vietnam and we don't
have complete freedom a  n d
peace here at hom.e

I don't think anyone besides
us can really kilo v hew we feel.
Only a black man Cal  know
how i t  feels to be looked upon
as the underdog, to be turned
away, to feel inferior.

I am black, I  am proud o f
my heritage, and I  love m y
race.

A SOUTH DADE STUDENT
AND DEDICATED
SOUL MEMBER

lYEWs
LviD6.'2

flio'V
"?



A Simple
Grievance,
But Vexing

By RALPH McGILL
, During the Republican convention at

Miami Beach, black and white students
at South Dade High School i n  South
Miami met together to hear and t r y  to
resolve grievances o f  the
black pupils.

The meeting was a n
experiment, a n n o u n c e d
well i n  advance. Student
aides, two Negroes, three
whites, had been busy for
days t r y ing  t o  discover
and identify grievances.

There was one that is
so reveal ing o f  m u c h
more impo r tan t  g r i e v -
ances that i t  offers a simple illustration
of a  very complex problem. There was
no Miami at the time of  the Civil War.
Indeed, as late as 1876 much of the area
of Dade County was wilderness. Miami
was incorporated as a city with less than
2,000 population, in 1896.

McGILL

Yet, South Dade High School's ath-
letic teams are called "Rebels (Confeder-
ate) and the band parades in Confeder-
ate uniforms and  carries Confederate
flags.

Young b l a c k  students, becoming
increasingly aware of their own history,
asked that the name be changed and the
flags not used as a symbol of the school.
The use o f  the flag, uniforms and name
of Confederate Rebels i n  an area that
had not even the most remote historical
connection w i t h  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  does
make such practices preposterous. There
is no  tradition a t  stake. Even i f  there
were traditions, the usage o f  uniforms,
flags and a name does constitute a griev-
ance.

Here is  a  simple presentation o f  a
grievance. I t  becomes complex because
many o f  the white students and their
parents w i l l  quite honestly not  under-
stand i t .  This is a  part  o f  the greater
complexity, i n  which the Negro, strug-
gling toward identify, and dignity, con-
fronts a  whi te population conditioned
from b i r t h  t o  acceptance o f  " l i t t l e
things" that are offensive.

The Confederate flags and uniforms
worn a t  a  school in  i ts public parades
that remind the Negro student of slavery
and of a war fought by the Confederacy
to retain slavery — a Confederacy that
made slavery the "keystone o f  its arch
of government a n d  i t s  constitution,"
cannot do otherwise than make the Ne-
gro student uncomfortable. Certain ly
there is an undeniable, blatant racism in
such public celebrations. I t  is also imma-
ture and out of harmony with a  nation
whose pledge to the flag and whose con-
stitution declares something else.

One of the white students was quot-
ed as saying, "If-wet ake  this protest to
the student body they are not going to
condemn a  tradition —• a n  o ld dream
trying to be re-dreamed."

One must ask of a school in an area
which had no Civil War tradition, what
tradition they are talking about. Also,
one must ask i f  i t  isn't preposterous to
speak of  an old dream trying to  be re-
dreamed. What dream? One o f  a  slave
nation, trying to re-dream slavery?

There were other grievances —  all
familiar, yet all that most white persons,
conditioned from birth to acceptance of
things as they are, could consider trivial.
There were  discriminations i n  black
student representation in student organi-
zations, in treatment of black athletes, in
the absence of Negro teachers, coaches
and administrators, in the lack of Negro
history and cultural backgrounds in the
classroom or the school library.

Meanwhile, i n  Miami's ghetto area
there was a relatively small outbreak of
violence. T h e  grievances there  we re
familiar .  .  .  downtown beer was 2 8
cents a  can .  .  .  i n  L iberty C i t y  i t
was 30 cents . . .  prices in all the stores
were higher . .  .  there were no jobs . .  .
there were 39 liquor stores in  the area
and no Negro had been allowed to own
even one .  .  .  the rents were high .  .  .
the slum houses crowded , .

Is the  answer merely "pu t  'em i n
jail," "shoot 'em down" —  as the new
vocabulary o f  " l a w -and-order" voices
say?

em.' a f t  •



Boycott Planned / y / 4  " ?

Whites Reject
SOUL'S Offer

By PAUL J. EGAN
White students at South Dade

High School apparently rejec-
ted an offer to meet with mem-
bers o f  the Student Organiza-
tion for Unity and Liberty (SO-
UL) and discuss the problems
that exist between the t  w o
groups, i t  was learned today.

Wallace For
President

Stickers Anger
Blacks

Editor, The News Leader:

Must I  be denied because I'm
black — the food, the clothing,
the needs I  lack?

Must I  always l ive i n  pov-
erty, slums, be called foolish,
ignorant and dumb?

Must I  always live at  t  h e
dark end of  the street suffer-
ing, trying to make all e n d s
meet?

Yes, these a r e  the  things
that the people of Liberty City
area thought about when they
saw the Wallace for President
sticker on the car.

And so for certain reasons i t
would be hopeless for Wallace
to even think that he would be
president. S o  to people who
think that Wallace would p  u t
the Negro back where t h e y
came from I  say this:

Because I 'm black I  will not
hide because of one thing I 'm

not denied. I ' v e  the privilege
to be free. I  thank God f  e r
our liberty.

..BARBARA FOUNTAIN

..A Mays High Graduate

According to a  member o  f
SOUL, an invitation was offer-
ed to members of the student
body, football team and major-
ettes for them to meet w i t h
the Negro group at  the J F K
EOPI Center Tuesday but none
of them showed up.

The meeting was reportedly
designed to solve the one main
issue — the school's nickname
"Rebels".

When no whites showed f  o r
the meeting the 15 members in
attendance from SOUL discuss-
ed ways of  keeping the issue
alive and in front of the public.

According to this spokesman,
leaflets demanding tha t  t  he
nickname be dropped at t  h e
school will be distributed and
an invitation once more will be
issued t o  white members o f
the student body to discuss the
problem on television.

SOUL members o f  the SD
student body, according to the
spokesman, do not intend par-
ticipating in any school activi-
ties until the name is changed.

When asked i f  th is  meant
boycotting football games, pep
rallies and other school activi-
ties. t h e  informant replied
"yes."

"It is safe to say none of the
active 38 members belonging
to SOUL will play a n  active
role at the school until t  h c
name is changed," the inform-
ant added.

According to the spokesman,
SOUL desires to  meet w i t h
the white members of the stu-
dent body and explain its dis-
like for the nickname.

"All we are asking," the in-
formant said, "is for the white
student to put himself in o  u r
place and to  understand how
offensive the word "Rebels"
is."

At present no black athletes
at the school have reported for
football this coming s  c h o01
year.

Negroes,,
Say SOUL
Didn't Meet

By SHARON TYLER
Herald Writer

A racially colored contro-
versy over South Dade High
School's "Rebel" nickname
flared Thursday over what
Negro students say was a
meeting that never happened.

A South Dade newspaper
said white students rejected
a Negro student's offer t o
discuss their  demands the
name be changed. The meet-
ing occurred Tuesday, the
article said, at the JFK EOPI
Center.

The report quoted an un-
named spokesman for the all-
Negro Students Organization
f o r U n i t y  a n d  L iber ty
(SOUL).

But "we didn't know any-
thing about the meeting,"
retorted Otis Wallace, SOUL
chieftain. "And we're the
spokesmen," he said, gestur-
ing toward three other SOUL
members a t  a  Community
Relat ions Board session
Thursday night i n  Florida
City.

"I want t o  know what
SOUL member talked to the
press," Wallace said. " I f  he
is a SOUL member, he is not
a spokesman and is taking an
individual action."

EON Center Director Wil-
lie Brown also denied the
meeting took place. "We had
a Tenant League meeting
that same night in the cen-
ter," he said.

Even i f  the news source
were a  SOUL spokesman,
Wallace said, he was inaccu-
rate in declaring SOUL mem-
bers would go to television to
discuss why they feel the
name "Rebel" insults them.

Wallace a lso  denied a
report SOUL would boycott
school activities unt i l  t he
name is changed — but indi-
cated there may be substance
to the report.

A decision t o  take that
action, he said, "is not defi-
nite."



In Rebel Controversy

Students Want To Solve
Problems At  South Dade

By CAROL DEAN
Members of SOUL (Student

Organization for Unity and Li-
berty) and a representative of
students from South Dade High
School told members of  t  h e
Community Relations Board at
Florida City Thursday n  i g h t
that the students wanted t o
solve their own problems.

The meeting was called, ac-
cording to  Mrs. Laura Saun-
ders, chairman of the board, to
acquaint the board members
with the problem Negro s tu -
dents a r e  having a t  South
Dade.

The four representatives o f
SOr'JL, Otis Wallace, Sammy
.Tones, William Moses a  n d
Charles Richardson, all seniors* *

Is There
A member of the Negro Stu-

dents Organization f o r  Unity
and Liberty (SOUL) charged
this morning some statements
made by Otis Wallace, head of
the a l l -Negro organization,
made Thursday night  a t  a
meeting o f  t h e  Community
Board session in  Florida City
were untrue.

According to  the informant,
Wallace was wrong when deny-
irg that a meeting was held
Tuesday night among S  0 U L
members at the JFK EOPI Cen-
ter i n  Homestead to  discuss

at South Dade explained w h y
they wanted the school's name
to be changed and why they
wanted Negro teachers a  n d
counselors.

Wallace said that white teach-
ers discriminated against them
and that they were never allow-
ed to see a white counselor.

He said that if these problems
cannot be solved by  the stu-
dents themselves they w o u l d
take them to a higher authori-
ty but that they will not react
by rioting.

The question and explanation
session turned briefly into a
lecture when Irving Peskoe, a
member of the board told the* *
Discord

ways o f  swaying the S o u t h
Dade High School student body
to change its nickname "Reb-
els."

In fact, the spokesman said,
Wallace was a t  the meeting,
and like others among the 15
present, agreed o n  various
methods to approach the prob-
lem.

One of  these, the informant
said, was the distribution of lit-
erature, the other, appearing on
Channel-2 television and d i s -
cussing the problem openly with
white students f r o m  t  h e

In

boys that they were wanting
things to change too fast.

"When you confront people
with demands they raise their
backs and get angry. Things
are not going to change over-
night," Peskoe said.

Wallace, said that he knew
that but he did not want to wait
20 years for progress.

The Negroes' main objection
was to the oppression, which
they say, t he  Rebels name,
song and colors represent.

"Rebel tradition is  connect-
ed with slavery and that means
oppression. H o w  would y  o u
like i t , "  Wallace said, (point-
ing to  Peskoe)• "Would you

(Continued on Page 3)

SOUL?
school.school.

Wallace said last night that
no such meeting of SOUL took
place Tuesday night a t  t  h e
Center.

He added, that whoever spoke
to the press saying SOUL would
go on television to discuss the
problem also was inaccurate.

Wallace also denied t h a t
SOUL intends to boycott school
activities unt i l  the name i s
changed —  but d id  indicate
there may be substance to the
report.

go running around the football
field, dancing and playing i f
the song was "Wipe Out t  h e
Whites."

Susan Thompson, the white
student representative f r o m
South Dade said, " I  n e v e r
thought about the Rebel name
oppressing anyone, but I'm not

She went on to say that the
students of SD did not want to
oppress anyone, but  changing
the name of the Rebels is not

going to change anyone's mind
or emotions.



Opportunity Is There;
how It's Up To The Blacks

Editor, The News Leader

In recent comments in your
paper and in those from Mi -
ami a request has been made
to hear from senior citizens.
flere is a response to those re-
quests.

The letter from "Dedicated
Soul Member" caused me t  o
decide to break my silence.

Abraham Lincoln w a s  a
great, good man, but his state-
ment that "al l  men are crea-
ted equal" is  such a  fallacy
that i t  may easily be recogniz-
ed as such by the most illiter-
ate.

* *
IN FACT, no two men are

created equal. A l l  men and
born with different mental and
physical capabilities Fu r t he r -
more, men are born in differ-
ent environments and with dif-
ferent opportunities which fur-
ther complicates the situation.

Something m a y  be d o n e
about this last difference, but
nothing can be done about the
first except by the Almighty!

Much has been done and is
being done to better the envi-
ronment and opportunities o f
all men, but the process i s
something that cannot be fully
accomplished over night, and
the greedy attitudes o f  those
whom we are trying to h e l p
have Complicated matters a lot
and wil l  make the task much
more difficult.* *  *

ALL MEN are equal in  the
sight of  God, but even Christ
galve us the parable of the tal-
ents. Thereby  hangs a  tale!
If some of  these people were
as interested in  accomplishing
something worthwhile in life as
they are in  finding something
to gripe about — something to
take exception to — the final
goals would not only be much
more profitable, bu t  t h e y
would be much more pleasant.

The main issue of the Civil
War was NOT slavery wi th
many of the best people of the
South. Rober t  E. Lee himself
was opposed t o  slavery and
felt that i t  was not a humane
practice. T h e  war would have
come even if there had been no
slaves. T h e  North was trying
to crush the South and bend us
to her will.

This did not end with t  h e
war either. T h e  discrimina-
tions that we of the South suf-
fered were many. O n e  o  f
these was ended only a  short
time ago — the differences i n
freight rates which tended t o
keep us as a colonial state.

DO NOT misunderstand me.
I regret that the war ever hap-
pened, but since i t  did — it  is
best that we lost. This is the
greatest country in the world
and we should all try to keep
it that way. A l l  people like
Alcindor who say that this is
not their country should be giv-
en an opportunity to retract the

skii,•"1„ni
If they refuse to do so, they

should be deprived of all rights
of citizenship! Peop le  w  h o
make threatening remarks
against ou r  country o r  ou r
leaders should be treated a  s
the treasonous enemies of our
country that they are! I  will
not mention the names of the
dirty scum. T h e  papers and
TV have blown their  import-
ance out of proportion already.

When the Civil War  ended
some o f  the  slaves o f  ou r
grandparents stayed o n  wi th
us. They  continued to remain
in our employ through t  h e

fourth generation — in fact, un-
til all the members of our fam-
ily moved elsewhere. N o t  a
one of us remains at the o  1 d
home. * *  *

EVEN BACK in the e a r l y
nineteen hundreds the w o r d
"Nigger" was a had word i  n
our home. I t  was punishable
by a  severe whipping. T  h e
people who worked with u  s
were given courtesy and r  e-
spect. T h a t  is why they chose
to remain with us.

Should we give up the song
"Dixie" a t  the demand o f  a
minority group which is j u s t
looking for something to gripe
about? T h e r e  is nothing i
the song that could offend any-
one. T h e  Soul Member speaks
of his heritage. Should w  e
give up our heritage at  t  h e
demand o f  ones who would
have very little heritage had i t
net been for the fact that they
were transported into an  a t -
mosphere that had a  heritage
and encouraged i t s  develop-
ment in others!

If these people had been left
entirely alone in their country,
I doubt that they would have
accomplished anything except
the most primitive things.*

THESE PEOPLE keep de-
manding books on their accom-
plishments. T h e r e  have been
some t r u l y  g r e a t  Negroes.
There are more l iving today
than ever before! F e w  men
have reached the heights a t -
tained by Booker T.  Washing-
ton and Dr. Carver. I t  seems
to me that colored people have
much to be proud of, BUT —
they should be more interested
in the present which offers 30
much to the Negro and to the
future which offers much more
if they do not — in their great
greed destroy or hamper their
opportunities.

Civil rights? Y E S !  C i v i l
liberties — civil disobedience?
NO! I f  you demonstrate and
in any way interfere with me
or my business, you are viola-
ting my rights! I f  you try to
take or  destroy that which I
have worked t o  accumulate,
you are a criminal and should
be treated as one. W e  have
treated you as one of our own
spoiled children far too 1 o n g.
You have intelligence enough
to know right from wrong, and
if you choose to do wrong you
should be dealt with according-
ly.

ROCKS AND bottles are le-
thal weapons. T h e  police have
been patient and long-suffering-
It is now time for them t  o
start taking measures that will
make people of any age think
carefully before throwing le -
thal weapons at anyone — es-
pecially the police.

Those who burn or threaten
to burn should be put where
everything i  fireproof a  n d
should be kept there.

There has never been a time
in history when the black man
had so many people willing and
ready to help him and his de-
scendants in every way. H i s
greed — his destructive nature
— his eagerness to find fault
— these things are cutting
down the number of his sup-
porters daily.

If these students a t  South
Dade would take a  functional
part of the eagerness that they
are using in  finding faul t  —
and would use in in trying to
learn something — in trying to
participate in a l l  the worth-
while activities of the sciiool —
an adjustment would be made
much sooner  and everyone
would profit b y  their action,
but the people involved would
profit most.* *

THIS IS the deep South. The
war is over! L o n g  live and
prosper our great country! Let
those who want honor and re-
spect work for these things and
earn them! T h e  only accepted
royalty in this country is that
of accomplishment. N o  o n e
should be given something just
because he is black — or white
for that matter.

People who do not represent
our country when given an op-
portunity and give as a reason
that they do not feel that much
patriotism should never be giv-
en a  second opportunity t  o
represent us.

Most of us rejoice in t i t  e
progress of the Negro, but we
do not want him nor anyone
else crammed d o w n  o u r
throats. W e  should be allowed
to sell what we please to whom
we please.* *

THE NEGRO race has many
superior individuals among i  t
but the race as a group has a
long way to go. I f  they triuly
want to improve, that  desire
must be shown by them. W e
are giving them every oppor-
tunity. T h e  next move is up
to them. I t  seems that many
of them are intent upon de-
stroying this wonderful coun-
try. A s  these are singled out
they should be — and soon
must be — dealt with.

A SENIOR CITIZEN



THE REBELS
What's in A Name?

By CHARLIE NOBLES
Miami  News  Sports Wr i t e r

South Dade High is known as the Home of The
Rebels. "That's not  my home," says Sam Jones, a
South Dade senior.

"Right now, "  says Rebel football coach Leo
Martin, " as  f a r  as I 'm  concerned, we're s t i l l  the
home of the Rebels."

Both sides are not budging, either. Jones and six
other Negro football players have decided no t  t o
participate on South Dade's team unless the school's
nickname i s  changed f r om Rebels t o  " a  neutral
name."

They — along with some 150 other Negroes at
the school — appealed to the School Board to get the
nickname changed. In  turn, the School Board ruled

that i t  was an internal problem and should be decid-
ed by the students themselves.

And until i t  is put to a student vote —  early in
September — Jones and the others say they wil l  not
even think about playing football for South Dade.

"This name shows racism because the school
uses Confederate symbols," says Jones, a  reserve
defensive back on last year's Rebel team.

"Think o f  how a white person would feel vis-
iting a Black Muslim meeting, and you know how we
feel playing under the Confederate flag.

"I know  the name Rebel oppresses me. The
black students l ike  t o  feel we're a  par t  o f  South
Dade, but that name brings ideas into our head. Ne-
groes in  the Civi l  War  were uneducated, and even
though' they fought, they were following their mas-
ters.

"How do you think we feel saying we are Black
Rebels?"

Jones, w h o  calls himself the  public relations
director for  a Negro group called SOUL —  Student
Organization for Unity and Liberty — says there has
been wide-spread acceptance to their move.

"Other blacks that don't even go to South Dade
feel this is a great thing we're doing. And i f  we fail,
we hope the next group (of Negroes) wil l try to get i t
changed."

Two o f  the Negroes who qu i t  the team were
being counted on by Martin as potential f irst-string-
ers — Charlie Richardson, a defensive back and Hen-

ry Williams, a halfback. Williams has already trans-
ferred to Mays, moving in with his sister._

It's too late anyway fo r  them to  play for  the
Rebels, says Martin. They ended their chances when
they didn't show up for spring practice.

Martin has had a  rule since he became South
Dade's head coach five years ago that any boy who
doesn't practice in the spring doesn't play in the fall.

"Everybody a t  school knows i t , "  says Leo.
"Spring practice to me is a situation where there's no
glory involved. I t 's  something where you pay the
price so that you can have a winning team in the fall.

"When I was an assistant, we had a lot of prob-
lems getting kids to  come out in the spring. That's
why I  made the rule. I  don't care i f  a kid is white,
green or  prink, I 'm certainly not going to break up

_ things  I've established."

Dissension

Rebel Coach Leo Martin

Martin says five days after spring practice be-
gan, the Negroes asked to be let  back on the team.
He took a poll of his coaches and i t  was decided to
give them another chance. "But  they never showed
up," he says.

Now things are different. "I've got my pride and
unless I'm forced to take them back, I won't."

Jones says he would.come out for football i f  the
nickname is  changed. "Yes, I  would participate i n
football because I  love the game, n o t  because I
thought I had a chance to get a scholarship . .  .  I ' m
too small for that."

If no t  football, Sam would l ike t o  t r y  track,
where he is a  10.2 runner in  the 100. "But  i f  they
don't change the name, they'll be showing they don't
want us in the school."

Jones is trying-to relay the Negroes' sincerity on
this matter to white students. " I  feel we have intelli-
gent students at our school. I  hope they'll vote with
an open mind and realize how strongly we feel the
name should be changed."

Randy McMichael, South Dade's starting quar-
terback, is against changing the nickname, but  not
opposed to taking the Negroes back on the team.

Susan Thompson, a member of the school's stu-
dent community relations board, says the decision is
"an individual matter."

"All I 'm concerned about is for the students to
know the truth," •she said. " I  want them to know
both sides .  .  a n d  I  pray they' l l  do the  r ight
thing."



Community Damaged
By Rebel Controversy

The demands of the black students at South
Dade High to end the use of Rebel symbols has
damaged white-black relations and resulted in an
unhealthy stiffening of feelings that should have
been avoided.

The same objective might have been obtained,
albiet over a longer course, in other more sophisti-
cated ways and the price in  ruptured feelings
would not have been nearly so high.

THE END OF whatever racism that exists at
South Dade is not likely to be hastened by t  h e
lowering of the Rebel flag. Ideally, a sophisticat-
ed white student body in this day anud age would
have anticipated the divisive tendencies inherent
in Civil War symbols and helped them on the i r
way back into the museums and history books as
quietly and quickly as possible.

However, this is imparting qualities of vision
and statesmanship rarely evident even in  their
elders.

On the other side of the coin there is the feel-
ing that the black students could have made do
with the situation for awhile longer in the interests
of nurturing healthier community relations.

Unfortunately youth has never been overen-
dowed with qualities of patience.

LIKE IT or not the matter has been brought to
the fore and the tempers and feelings of the com-
munity have been damaged. What  is important
now is that the damage not be allowed to spread
any further.

It is doubtful whether the feelings of the black
students at seeing the Rebel flag were hurt in pro-
portion to the hurt done white-black relations as a
result of their demands.

Demands invariably stiffen resistance, which
is one of the shortcomings of our times. A  de-
mand is not an intelligent method of gaining some-
thing if i t  can possibly be gained via some other
method.

It is difficult to put much stock in the widely
touted theme that the whites find endearing a war
that rocked this country right to its foundation.
What apparently is angering the whites is the risk
of losing something, however meaningless or re-
moved from this day and age, because of a "de-
mand."

CON1
6 1 . 1

ONE OF THE sadder aspects of this matter
is the reluctance of the students at South Dade
to meet and talk this busineAs out.

Historically, more problems have reached a
happy conclusion over the conference table, with
emotions contained, than via other routes.

The white students and the black students are
going to have to live with each other and get along
with each other for the rest of their lives. N o w
seems as good a time as any to sit down, talk the
things out and let the chips fall where they may.

A concession on the part of the white students
at South Dade would be an undeniamle indication
that whatever racism that exists has run its course
and that realism, intelligence and a spirit of give
and take will dictate the course of future events.

THE SYMBOLS should be phased out over a
period of time and returned to their appropriate
places in history.

The lowering of the Rebel flag would be one
of the finest acts the white students could perform,
not as appeasement to a minority but as a conces-
sion to history.

It would indicate a  recognition that divisive
symbols act as a double edged blade that can split
factions now as much as the late unpleasantness
split the north and the south.

At the same time it will behoove the b l a c k
students to realize that trying to put an end to all
Rebel names would be an exercise in futility. The
South may not rise again but neither is i t  likely
that all the symbols of another day wi l l  come
crashing to the ground.



Can't Cut
Wood To Suit,
She Says

Editor, The News Leader:

Having recently moved from
one section of Homestead to an-
other, I  find I  am still saddled
with the inept and inadequate
services of a private trash re-
moval system.

In the not too distant past the
system's contract services were
renewed by Metro with stipu-
lations that we the people, ac-
cept the trash removal servic-
es.

Indeed. F o u r  foot lengths
containers, blue ribbon packag-
'es, etc.

And then i t  isn't even picked
up. Perhaps the wheels that
rule us can cut doors, trees,
brush into four-foot pieces but
the average homeowner o r
renter cannot.

Yet these remain lying on the
streets of our neighborhoods. I f
it is imperative for an individ-
ual to haul trash himself, there
is no nearby area available.

It is  apparent that this is a
contributing o r  p r imary  fac-
tor in the mess of our country
roads are exhibiting.

We're in the county but ad-
jacent to Homestead. I  believe
Metro had best dissolve a  n d
let the county take care of us.
Perhaps then adequate servic-
es o f  al l  types could be per-
formed.

NAME WITHHELD

SOUL Member Says YIL.pri,etRebel Name Hurts ;40
Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing to comment on
the letter written b y  Shirley
Berger of Palmetto High.

I would like for her to know
that she is  wrong when s  h e
says "The Negro students want
to be equal yet they magnify
the fact that they are not by
knitting an organization called
S.O.U.L." T h e  forming o  f
S.O.U.L. does not make t  h e
Negro any different from the
white and I  cannot see how she
can say i t  does.* *  *

THE WORD S.O.U.L. is only
the initials of  an organization.
The name of the organization is
"Student Organization for Uni-
ty and Liberty," the name i s
not S.O.U.L. SOUL is only the
initials.

Soul means exactly the fo l -
lowing: S -  students associated
with certain problems; 0  - or-
ganization, the arranging o f
some re la ted  parts i n t o  a
whole; U - unity, to be as one;
and L -  liberty, the privileges
enjoyed by all, by a grant. Soul
means no more than this.
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Count Blessings, Hard
KnocksGraduate Says

Editor, The News Leader:

To the Mays High Grad from
a drop-out, cheer up. Th ings
aren't so bad. Y o u  are n o t
denied because you are black.
Food, clothing and  medicine
are things we all lack. I f  ev-
eryone were smart, we would
all be rich.

Liberty City i s  h a r d l y  a
slum, the Communist "Worker"
planted this little plum. "These
are the things that the people
of Liberty City thought about
when they saw the Wallace for
President sticker on the car."

Please check your facts, for
It was Lincoln, no t  Wallace,

who would put the Negroes back
where they came from.

You are black. I  am white.
We are both poor . ,  but we
can only live one day a t  a
time, no more!

Yes, we do have liberty and
freedom, but i f  this nonsense
doesn't stop the slave chains of
Russia on US will be dropped.

The privilege o f  thanking
God for our blessings will then
be denied to all Americans still
living.

MERRIE HILL
A Yankee Doodle, Dixie-
crat, Flag-Waving Ameri-
can, graduated from t  h e
school of hard knocks.

Miss Berger stated that we
considered ourselves different.
Yes we do, i f  only because our
skins are of  different colors.
Once more we're not the ones
that consider us different, but
you are the ones. Y o u  think
that we aren't human, b  u t
we're just as human as y  o u
are. A n d  we expect to b  e
treated that way.

*
SURE, SOUL was a b l a c k

movement as Miss Berger sta-
ted. B u t  don't forget t  h a t
SOUL is  opened to black and
white and we also have a cou-
ple of whites helping out just a
little. Now do you think that
the whites would have stepped
forward to see that SOUL gets
what it's asking for? N o ,  you
don't. So now you see why i t
was a  black movement. B e -
sides, we the blacks must move
for ourselves sometimes. W e
can not sit back and let t  h e
whites take every move f  o r
us that must be taken.

It's alright to say something
about the situation that's going
on, but about the things that
are happening within Sou  t h
Dade High you should have
nothing to say because y  o u
don't know what's really hap-
pening there, because you are
at Palmetto. S o  cool i t  o  n
South Dade's affairs.

The complaints which have
been looked into have not been
proven false and unjustified, so
don't say that they have.

* *  *
MISS BERGER said, " I f  this

organization was made up o f
whites, I  doubt seriously i f  i t
would have been publicized in
the first place." T h i s  is not
true. Because everything the
whites has had to do with the
situation has been publicized.
Furthermore the whites w e r e
down our throats because we
hadn't publicized the situation
sooner than we did. Before I
go on I  just want Shirley t  o
know that she didn't k  now
what she was talking about.

She also said we no t  only

* *

consider ourselves equal but
superior. I ' m  not sorry to say
that we do not consider o  u r-
selves superior, but we v  e r y
much consider ourselves equal,
and expect to be treated a s
equal.

I do not agree with you when
you say the majority rules.
What you Caucasions fai l  t  o
realize is that slavery was stop-
ped many years ago. We ,  the
black people of  America, are
going to see that i t  stays that
way. Y o u  know and I  know
that the Caucasions will always
outnumber the Negroes, so you
cannot say the majority rules
for that will be bringing back
slavery. I n  this democratic
country as you put i t  everyone
has a say so. W e  Negroes are
people, not animals, so expect
to hear us sometimes.* *  *

WE SOUL MEMBERS do not
expect anyone to hand us any-
thing. W e  are willing to work
for What we want and that is
what we're doing now.

No one can say that we don't
know w h a t  we ' re  rebelling
against because we do  know.
We are fighting for our rights
at South Dade, equality and
the wiping out of  the Rebels.
And also Shirley Berger o u r
acts are not considered those
of a rebel.

I am proud to be a  student
at South Dade. B u t  I  am not
proud o f  being discriminated,
being around prejudiced people
and called a Rebel. I  am not
proud of being called a Rebel
and never will be proud of be-
ing called Rebel because I  am
not a Rebel.

I need not explain what a
Rebel is for you should know,
it has been explained m a n  y
times before. Sure  there were
black Rebels and only because
they were made a Rebel. They
didn't become a Rebel on their
own.

D̀OWN WITH THE REBEL
NAME'

A SOUTH DADE STUDENT
AND A SOUL MEMBER
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HEW's Figures Called Meaningless

14 Years Later: The Story Of Segregated Schools
By HENRY P. LEIFERMANN

ATLANTA ( U P I ) —For 1 4
years, since the  1954 Supreme
Court r u l i ng  outlawing publ ic
school segregation, the federal
government has largely fai led
in forcing schools i n  the South
to integrate.

Statiscally, i t  i s  a l m o s t
impossible to determine precise-
ly h o w  m u c h  segregat ion
remains.

It does remain in  wide areas
of the Deep South and in other
areas the federal pressure has
resulted i n  only token desegre-
gation of classrooms.

There is  a -widespread feeling
among veteran observers o f
Deep South school desegrega-
tion t h a t  t h e  Department o f
Health, Education and Welfare
has p layed such  a  numbers
game w i t h  the  statistics they
are meaningless.

HEW, fo r  example, defined a

desegregated school last year as
one "attended by minority group
children in which at least 50 per
cent of the students are white."

Under t h a t  def ini t ion, a p -
parently, a  school wi th  90 per
cent whi te  enrollment and 10
per cent black could be called
desegregated.

The year  before, the  1966-67
school t e rm ,  H E W  defined a
desegregated school system as
one wi th  " a s  much as  5  p e r
cent o f  the student enrollment
white."

Since the two definitions are
not the same, HEW spokesmen
say, no comparison of progress
or the lack o f  i t  can be made
from the  1966-67 yea r  t o  the
1967-68 year.

"Most Negro chi ldren have
not been touched by  the (1964
Civil Rights) Act .  We are just
scratching t h e  sur face,  j u s t
beginning to get the job done,"

Hitting said.
The 1964 law allows HEW to

cut o f f  federal school funds t o
districts t ha t  discriminate. I t
has been regarded by HEW as
its most potent enforcer.

"We have put  our  standards
on the l ine,"  a n  HEW off icial
said o f  the coming two school
years, 1968-69 and 1969-70.

"Next year (69-70) is going to
make o r  b r e a k  t h e  federa l
approach to desegregation with
the C i v i l  R igh ts  A c t .  T h e r e
must e i ther  b e  a  substantial
change, or the policy is going to
fail."

Southern school segregation in
the d a y s  o f  "massive res is-
tance"—symbolized b y  opposi-
tion in such cities as Little Rock
and Clinton, Tenn.—was i n  the
spotlight o f  t he  nation's c i v i l
rights movement.

For the past three years the
issue h a s  h a d  l i t t l e  p u b l i c
notice.

Nene of the major civil rights
organizations, w i t h  one excep-
tion, has had a  major program
of school desegregation i n  the
South f o r  three years.

The NAACP Lega l  Defense
and Educational F u n d ,  w i t h
limited help f rom the Depart-
ment o f  Justice, has been the
principal d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n
attempts t o  b r i n g  complete
desegregation t o  t h e  South's
schools.

HEW's own  f igures por t ray
t b  continued division by color.
The percentage o f  Negroes i n
desegregated schools last year:

Louisiana 6 . 7  p e r  c e n t ,
Mississippi 3.9 p e r  cent,  A l a -
bama 5.4 per cent, Georgia 9.5
per cent, South Carolina 6.4 per
cent.

The picture i n  the rest of the
11 states of  the Old Confedera-
cy: Texas 26 per cent, Arkansas
16.8 p e r  cent, Tennessee 18.4
per cent, North Carolina 16 per

7

cent, Vi rg in ia  20.4 p e r  cent,
Florida 18 per cent.

The f a i l u re  t o  desegregate
schools has become an issue as
big as the war  in Vietnam and
black power f o r  many young,
militant Negroes i n  the South.

Their insistence f o r  imme-
diate change, and  the i r  pres-
sures upon traditional Southern
Negro leadership have changed
the face o f  black-white school
negotiations f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e
South.

HEW w a n t s  a l l  Southern
school districts t o  submit this
year a plan to achieve complete
desegregation f o r  t h e  1969-70
school year.

But a  change i n  administra-
tions i n  Washington, f o r  exam-
ple, and  less insistent Justice
Department and HEW demands,
could shelve the plan, according
to p r i v a t e  f e a r s  o f  s o m e
attorneys fo r  the NAACP legal
Defense and Education Fund.



End Racial
Prejudice

Teachers Told

2 Schools iv,/
Damaged ./26)
By Vandals

Vandals damaged two South
Dade schools last weekend. Of-
ficers f r o m  Substation-4 h a v e
been alerted to keep an eye on
all schools for  the  next t w  o
weeks.

Over $145 hi damage was re-
ported a t  Redland Elementary
and _Junior High School.

The custodian t o l d  off icers
that 60 jalousie windows were
broken i n  the woodshop, three
in the gym and several in  the
main building.

Leroy Stringer, custodian a t
Cutler Ridge Junior High, said
vandals entered f i v e  r o o m s ,
poured ink on the f loor i n  the
television room and used a  can
of black spray paint  t o  wr i te
on the walls of two classrooms,
the cafeteria and one o f  t h e
teachers lounges.

Last week $5,000 worth o  f
books were destroyed b y  f i r e
at Mays High School.

Student
Discipline
Urged, Too

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Wr i ter

School Superintendent Dr.
Edward L. Whigham Monday
directed school administra-
tors to  establish committees
on pupil discipline and take
formal steps t o  end racia l
discrimination in the schools.

In a speech welcoming the
county's m o r e  t h a n  9,000
teachers, Whigham said the
problems of  "student behav-
ior" and "equal opportunity
for all pupils," must be faced
"squarely, openly and hon-
estly."

W h i g h a m ' s  t a l k  w a s
broadcast over the system's
television circuit i n t o  t h e
Dade's 214 schools.

Dade's teachers reported
back t o  work  Monday. The
county's more than 220,000
pupils wil l  start school Tues-
day, Sept. 3.

To combat what he termed
the "increased incidence o f
disruptive behavior b y  stu-
dents as well as a few unpre-
cedented a n d  unfor tunate
incidents of  dangerous delin-
quency," W h i g h a m  a s k e d
each school staff to establish
a committee on pupi l  disci-
pline.
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The committee's j ob  w i l l
he to  prepare guidelines for
development of sound behav-
ior "and serve as a resource
group of school personnel on
problems and  questions o f
pupil discipline."

Whigham said while the
Dade system h a s  m a d e
"some significant progress
toward t h e  goal o f  equal
opportunity . .  .  to the mem-
bers o f  the racial minority,
those steps already taken
have been painfully slow and
still far short of the goals to
be desired."

He s a i d  special  e f f o r t s
must be made in  schools for
those students, w h o  h a v e
been subjected to  racial dis-
crimination a n d  economic
deprivation.

Whigham said he has d i -
rected d i s t r i c t  superinten-
dents to see that "the princi-
pal and staff o f  each school
give f o r m a l  consideration
this y e a r  t o  charges a n d
problems o f  racial discrimi-
nation, to  programs and activ-
ities fo r  providing equal op-
portunity without regard t o
race, and to  adequate oppor-
tunity for  students and com-
munity groups t o  assist i n
the development o f
program

At t h e  same time, W h i -
gham said, "members of  our
staff m u s t  b e  pro tected
against unfounded charges of
discrimination."

He said i t  was up to  edu-
cators " t o  provide strong
leadership if this nation is to
resolve democratically t h e
problems related t o  equa l
opportunity fo r  a l l  i ts  c i t -
izens."

In addition, each school
was directed to  take formal
steps to involve students and
parents in school planning.

Individual teachers, W h i -
gham said, should carefully
plan t h e i r  instruct ion t o
make every student feel im-
p o r t a n t and enthusiastic
about his work.
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CRB Chairman: Man Who
Believes in Being Involved

By SHARON TYLER
Herald W r i t e r

John McLean i s  a  m a n
who believes i n  becoming
personally involved.

For the native Homestead-
er, being involved may range
from catering t o  a  young
bride's every whim, arrang-
ing a  funeral spray, o r  serv-
ing as the Homestead Com-
m u n i t y  Relat ions B o a r d
Chairman.

His f lo r is t  business, n o w
located o n  N o r t h  K r o m e
Ave., grew out  o f  his moth-
er's interest i n  a  backyard
rose garden.

"We arranged in the kitch-
en and used the porch as a
showroom," he said. " I  find a
great deal o f  satisfaction i n
the f lo ra l  business. Yo u ' r e
communicating a  personal
expression f rom one person
to another."

Communicating i s  one o f
McLean's specialities. As CRB
chairman f o r  the  past  t w o
years he's been a  sounding
board f o r  community prob-
lems.

"Often it's just a matter of
directing people to  the r ight
source."

He was appointed by May-
or William K. Dickinson two
year's ago when the  board
was created.

" I  was reluctant to accept
at first because I  knew of the
difficult times that  might be
encountered."

But I  fel t  i t  was a duty to
the mayor and the needs o f
the community. I t ' s  a  per-
son's responsibility."

Phone Nos.: Circulation 235.0141 News* 247.9333

The difficulties he foresaw
haven't really arisen, accord-
ing to McLean.

"I don't  feel that  there is
any great problem," he said.
"We've got  the best recrea-
tional program f o r  any c i t y
its size that I know of. We've
got a  communi ty  school ,
sewers i n  the Negro district
and every street is paved."

The father o f  three boys,
he is married to  another in-
volved person —  h i s  w i f e
Evelyn w h o ' s  a  P TA  a n d
Methodist church leader.

Being involved goes w a y
hoe': f r o m  M c L e a n .  H e
served a s  a  volunteer f i re-
man whi le a  saident leader
at Homestead H i g h  School
and Homestead c i ty  council-
m n f  -om

Before t he  CRB passe., a
recommendation o n  t o  t h e
city council and mayor, the
CRB must have a unanimous
vote.

"This is unique because it's
not a sim,/le majority vote. I t
slows tile process and makes
fo ra  lct r P r s i d e r a t i r n  and
more ? a d  s a c :  Mc-
Lean.

"We've clone a lot of meet-
ing," he laughed, "and some-
times I  wonder  i f  w e  r e -

solved anything."
During the  teacher walk-

out i n  March, McLean and
the CRB urged t h e  Home-
stead city council to institute
a fu l l  t ime recreational pro-
gram to keep the youngesters
off the streets and petitioned
the school board to  lend i ts
facilities.

"We passed o u r  recom-
mendations on to the Florida
City Counc i l .  C o m m u n i t y
problems don ' t  end a t  t he
city line."



Rebel Tradition New,'
Has No Link With Past

Editor, The News Leader:

As a graduate of South Dade
I would like to let my feelings
be known on the subject o f
changing the school nickname
of "Rebels."

I have been reading intently
the articles in your paper and
I have weighed both sides o f
the argument as fairly as I can.* *

LET ME make it clear that I
am in favor of helping the Neg-
ro out of his present predica-
ment. I  think we can al l  see
that they have truly been a n
abused minority.

But I  cannot see where the
term "Rebel" would evoke such
hurt feelings. Certainly t h e
Rebels fought to keep slavery
but they also fought to preserve
their economic system a  n d
their homeland.

All the Negro got out of the
Civil War was freedom. T  h e
Confederates got their homes
burned, crops ruined, carpet
baggers and the wrath of the
Republican radicals who s a w
fit to punish them further.* *  *

THE DEFEAT of the Rebels
became the second and l a s t
time in the history of the Eng-
lish speaking people that they
were defeated on their home
soil, the first being the Norman
invasion of England in 1066.

What more humilitation can
be brought to bear on a  peo-
ple? Why have we named our
school after them and taken
their colors and songs of a de-
feated and humiliated nation?

It is because we chose not to
remember the bad things that
we associated with the Rebels.
We at South Dade have taken
11111111111111111,11,11,11111111i1111111111111111111ill1.11111111ifild11111111.1111.

the dress, colors, flag and song
of the Confederacy and creat-
ed a new tradition and spirit at
South Dade that is not at  al l
connected with racism, slavery
or the like.*

THE IMPORTANT thing i s
that the individual or group can
see in the name whatever they
want to see. I f  a Negro tries to
see racism and degradatio in
Rebels, he will.

By the same token a w h i t e
would also see a reminder o f
defeat and humiliation in  the
name. T h e  past is that t  h e
South Dade Rebels have creat-
ed a tradition and spirit f  a r
apart from the Civil War, but
if the indivdual tries to see bad
thngs in the name, he will.

The Civil War is dead and
forgotten to most of us. T  h e
important thing i s  now. Ne-
groes and whites must learn to
live together. Our  federal gov-
ernment has seen fit to forcibly
integrate our schools, not be-
cause either o f  us  especially
want i t  but because they think
it's best.

THERE NATURALLY a r e
going to be problems. SOUL's
demand to change the name of
the Rebels is not the way. A

legitimate demand, i t  seems to
to most people, black and white.

SOUL represents a  v e w
small percentage of the Negro
population in Homestead and I
cannot say how legitimate their
claims are. I  know, however,
that most white South D a d e
Rebels students and alumni feel
the demands are groundless.

A person sees in a name what
he want to. SOUL can help
integration at South Dade i f  i t
wants to, which I  understand
its purpose is. However, so far
all SOUL has done i s  create
more problems than i t  h  a s
solved.

THE DAMAGE done to race
relations would be more by a
change o f  the "Rebel" name
than any benefit one m i g h t
feel in his "heart."

We must try to work togeth-
er toward better integration at
South Dade and try to realize
the true "rebel" spirit t h a t
has grown up a t  South Dade
and is ingrained in the school
and every team and cheer.

We have a great tradition and
spirit and it would be a shame
to ruin it.

ERIC VIHLEN
President, Class of '65



Rebel Controversy
Inspires Letters

The degree of community interest in the Reb-
el controversy at South Dade High School has
been reflected in the number of letters this news-
paper has printed on the subject. The teacher
walkout comes in a poor second on the number of
letters to the editor i t  inspired.

MOST NEWSPAPERS prefer to keep the let-
ters to the editors short and to the point, i n  the
neighborhood of 300 words at the most.

But on this matter we have taken no hard and
fast rule on either the number of letters or t  h e
length, though we may have to do so one day.

Many of the letters have been too long but we
have printed them anyhow. We have done this not
to fan an already overheated issue but just t  h e
reverse: We  have hoped the letters would tend to
relieve the tensions inherent in the issue; serve
as an escape valve in other words.

THE LETTERS have ranged in tone and con-
tent from racist to rational, with some falling in -
the gray areas in between. I t  is primarily a stu-
dent matter and should be handled as such, but it
erupted at a time when the school was out and
communication necessarily restricted.

Hopeful&v both sides have read the feelings of
the other, and when the matter comes before the
jury of students who must decide the matter we
hope the exchange of ideas will enable everyone
to do a little more soul searching. A Rich

A Poor
Man's War, 111-7
Man's Fight

Editor, The News Leader:
This is in answer to the dis-

agreement of the name "Reb-
els" at South Dade High School.

My father was born in 1849.
The Negro slaves were brought
to the U.S.A. by the northern
people and sold to the South for
a good sum of money.* *  *

THE POOR class o f  white
people were deprived of land or
work and were desperate o  n
account of slave labor which
but few i f  any approved of.

The war was fought in t  h e
South where feed, cattle, food,
arms and houses were destroy.
ed. T h e  Negro was a t  l a s t
free.

But he had no house, nothing
to eat, nothing to do but turn
to the white man who was in
the same condition except f o r
land.

Their stock had been taken,
cattle butchered and barns and
crops destroyed.

So in other words he was as

free as a rabbit in a briar aptch
in the winter time. Those Who
had good masters stayed o n .
Some left because of the cruel•
ty of their masters.

They lived in the same kind
of tenant house as the p o o r
white. Eventually rural schools
were formed and blacks and
whites separated. B u t  i t  was
a struggle for all.* *

AND THE Uncle Toms and
the Aunt Ellens you refer t o
knew where their source of ex-
istence came from, and did ap-
preciate the help.

Later they began to settle to
themselves because they liked
their own way o f  life.

The Civil War was a  r i c h
man's war and a  poor man's
fight.

I think SOUL should h  a v e
aired its views and reasons first
instead of making demands.

A READER

S3



Majority Rules
At South Dade

Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this in answer to
a letter to the editor entitled
`Black Students Want F r e e -
dom At South Dade" which ap-
peared in last Monday's edition
of The News Leader.

There is no real controversy
at South Dade, only a  small
group of students who demand
an immediate change. I n  most
cases there are those who will
work constructively for change
and still others who will merely
demand change and let others
work for it.* *  *

THE ISSUE today is whether
our Rebel slogans should b e
changed. The principle is whe-
ther a small group of students
enforce change without consult-
ing the majority of students.

The issue during the Civil War
was slavery; the principle was
whether one group of states and
the federal government should
impose something on  another
group of states.

The Negro students should
be proud just ;is we are of the
work they did to help build a
South that was an agricultural
giant and the center of the cot-
ton industry i n  the world a t
that time.

The slaves were not worth-
less but were treated well by
their owners who placed a high
investment i n  their  labor. O f
course there were some w  h o
abused their slaves, just as to-
day most people work for a
brighter future while o t h e r s

cling to the past and watch the
world go by.* *  *

IF THERE is any oppression
at South Dade High i t  is t  h e
fact that some students are op-
pressed by their own thoughts.
When the members o f  SOUL
talk of freedom at South Dade
they know that there is plenty
of i t  i f  only they really wanted
to take advantage of it. What
they must be asking for is free-
dom from authority.

I would favor renaming South
Dade High to H .  Rap Brown
High as suggested in  the let-
ter, but only i f  all the students
at South Dade were consulted
and a majority desired such a
change.

It is about time the members
of SOUL climb out of their rut
and start getting into the swing
of things and make an invest-
ment in their high school, s o
long as they want to continue
attending South Dade.* *

ACTUALLY I  am proud o f
SOUL because as they revolted
against conformity they auto-
matically became Rebels. S o
congratulations, Rebels, a  n d
now maybe you can start work-
ing along with us.

However, i f  the members of
SOUL wish -to continue making
demands during the following
school year I  hope they will be
a little quieter so I  can concen-
trate on my studies.

A SOUTH DADE
HIGH STUDENT

Mays' Music -/;
Makers Gone

Mays High School, the prime
school target in South Dade for
burglars and vandals, was hit
by thieves again Monday night
or Tuesday morning and an un-
determined number of musical
instruments were stolen.

N. L. Bethel, principal, said
the number of instruments ta-
ken has not yet been determin-
ed. H e  said by late this morn-
ing the school would k n o w
what was missing and the val-
ue of the stolen property.

Clifford Howard, custodian,
who reported the burglary, said

Mays Grad G l a d
She Stayed m i

Editor, The News Leader:
This letter is especially f o r

the South Dade Rebels. F  o r
weeks now every time I  read
The News Leader the first word
I see is SOUL.

I am a 1968 high school grad-
uate. And I  can truly say that
when my alma mater was sung
I could really sing it with a true
and dedicated meaning behind
it. * *

THIS IS the type school song
the Negro of South Dade would
like to sing.

I was proud of my school and
flag and racial problems we
did not have. I  suppose that's
because our school was not in-
tegrated.

However, i f  I  had a choice to
take a side between SOUL and
the Rebels I  would pick SOUL
and here's why. Regardless of
race, we as human beings have
feelings. South Dade is mostly
white and the Negro naturally
feels like an outsider; and last
but not least i n  every barrel
there is a bad apple.

How would you feel in a ma-
jority Negro school and you're
going to class and some k  i d
yells "Cracker go  home." I
once felt that I  was being de-
prived o f  something b y  no t
transferring to a  white school
and now I know what.

the thieves entered the b a n d
room by kr' I a  hole i  n
the glass pane of the f r o n t
door.

Several musical instruments
were smashed and were found
in the room.

Also entered was the r  o oan
where the band uniforms a  r e
kept. Un i forms were discov-
ered strewn over the floor. The
Home Economics room a l s o
was entered and ransacked.

It is also believed that some
bowling team uniforms w e r e
removed from a c l j t o m m . a .

*  *  *

I WOULD have been depriv-

ed of being called dirty names,
deprived of being treated equal,
deprived o f  participation i n
school activities, deprived o f
freedom of speech, deprived of
knowing what it's like to be
camus queen.

And you know I'm glad I was
deprived of those things.

At my school I was well known
as "Dear Gator" advice col-
umnist of the Mays Gazette. My
opinion was respected and peo-
ple took my advice. And so to
the members of SOUL, in hope
that i t  might help you, I  say
this: " I f  you can't heat them,
join them."

But I'm sure you would rath-
er die. Bu t  my saying is, "Ne-
ver stay where you aren't want-
ed." Yo u  are the minority at
South Dade and for that rea-
son and others you won't win.

BUT T O  those Rebels a t
South Dade who took the name
Rebel for what it meant to our
ancestors, I  say this:

"There i s  a  destiny t h a t
makes blacks and white men
brothers. No  man goes his way
alone, for all that you send out
into the lives o f  others shall
come back in the life of your
own."

I am not a South Dade Reb-
el. I  am a Ram and for that
I'm proud.

GATOR-'68



Black Dummy
Hanged From
SD Flagpole

A small, black dummy was
hanged from the flagpole a  t
South Dade High School t h i s
morning as sophomore orienta-
tion get underway.

Negro students said a white
sheet, with red writing, which
was hanging under the b l a c k
dummy bore the  inscription:
"Class of '69" and "Nigger Go
Home!',

The custodian managed t  o
bring the sheet down but a t
presstime had been unable to
get the dummy down. A  snor-
kel l i f t  was en route to cut i t
away from the flagpole.

Negro students grabbed t h e
sheet and ripped i t  up when i t
was brought down.

The American flag and t  h e
Florida stato flag were raised
immediately.

Principal Wi l l i am Wi lson
said he did not think the dum-
my was on the pole when he
arrived at the school a t  7:45
a.m.

He said the pole had not been
used as the ropes had not been
in place.

Coach Leo Martin said h  e
did not know who put up t  h e
dummy or sheet — whether i t
was students, alumni or outsi-
ders.

Gripes
Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing to comment en
the letter written by a  SOUL
member which appeared in the
Aug. 26 edition of The N e w s
Leader. M y  letter also repre-
sents t h e  feelings o f  m y
friends.

First of all I ,  like so many
others, am sick and tired o  f
the b l a c k  students griping
about how unfairly they a  r e
treated. I t  galls me  every
time they cry that they a  r e
being treated unfairly.

* *  *
NATURALLY differences are

going to occur between the ra-
ces at times and the Negro
may feel he is getting a  raw
deal, but when they start talk-
ing in terms of the entire fac-
ulty and student body their
charges have no foundation.

If these black students wculd
make a decent effort to achieve
what they want whether it be a
cheerleader ' ' -  what have you
instead of crying "Everyone is
prejudiced against us," t r e y
might be surprised by the out-
come.

Also, did i t  ever occur to the
black students that the n a m e
SOUL is disliked by the whites
as much as the name "Rebel"
is by the blacks.

You can't fight fire w i t h
fire, you know.

During the last few days of
school this past year at  least

Clog The Way
25 b l a c k  students paraded
through the  halls i n  sweat-
shirts adorned with such phras-
es as "Black Power," "Sou  1
Brother," "Soul Sister," and " I
Got Soul."

*  *  *

BY DOING this they w e r e

rebelling against school autior.
ity so technically they were
rebels and could be called that.

Therefore the name Rebel
fits them so why do they want
to do away with it?

..MIKE BIOND
....South Dade

South Dade Alma Mater
Should Appeal To All

Editor, The News Leader:
I would like to stress o n l y

one thing. I n  Tuesday's paper
a Mays High graduate said me
Negroes of South Dade would
like to sing a school song with
a true and dedicated mewling
behind it. * *  *

WELL, Y O U  d o n ' t  know
what you're talking about. The
South Dade Alma Mater goes
like this:

All hail, beloved South Dade,
Hail to thee we sing.
We hope that we will honor

you new and evermore.
In every class and on t  h e
'ems, fighting for the

lead,
We'll try to make you proud

of us and pledge our ev-
ery deed.

To you our Alma Mater, deep
in every heart,

Shall l ive the memories o f
our years, ;

At South Dade High.

I want her and everyone else
who doesn't know that "Dixie."
is just a fight song, not an Al-
ma Mater! We play i t  at foot▶
ball games and pep rallies as
a fight song, n o  more t h a n
that.

The one thing that  really
gripes me is that at our Pep
Assemblies we always s t a n d
and sing our Alma Mater a  t
the end. Even  if the dismissal
bell rings we sing i t  because
we love our school and like to
show it. * *

THE NEGROES should a t
least have the courtesy to s I t
quietly ( i f  they can't stand)
while we sing because we are
proud to belong to South Dade.
But they get up and walk out!

I'm net saying i f  we should
or shouldn't be Rebels, but. I
think, while we are "Rebels"
they should at least be court-
eous. It 's their school, too.
...A SOUTH DADE STUDENT



NEP I -
?/3

Flag of Prejudice
Flies Over School

By SHARON TYLER
Herald Writer

A white flag lettered "Nigger, Go Home," fluttered atop
the flagpole of  South Dade High School as students arrived
there Friday morning.

Impaled on a  spike at  the top of  the pole was a  black
doll.

Otis Wallace, 16, a senior who heads the Students' Orga-
nization for Unity and Liberty (SOUL) said he tried to climb
the pole to haul the flag and effigy down, but found i t  was
coated with grease.

Wallace said he notified principal William Wilson, then
went back outside to lower the white flag.

"I burned it," he said later, pointing to a pile of ashes.
Wallace and a school custodian raised the American and

Florida flags in an effort to hide the doll until a "cherry-pick-
er" crane was brought to  the school and the dol l  was re-
moved.

Some South Dade Negro students in recent weeks have
complained about  t h e  nickname o f  t he  school's athletic
teams — "Rebels." But no one was saying whether that had
anything to do with the effigy.

Principal Wilson, School Board security man John Tyler
and three members of SOUL met later in Wilson's office.

"These same students (SOUL members) have been pro-
testing all summer," Wilson said. "Our  talk hinged on their
problems."

Wilson said he had not seen the effigy on the pole.

—Herald Photo by C. A. MITCHELL

Custodian Takes Effigy from Pole
. . .  incident was at South Dade High



Today's Black Youth
Has A Voice Of Its Own

Editor, The News Leader:

I have seen the issue c o n -
cerning blacks and whites o f -
ten discussed in this paper, but
until I  read the article signed
"A Senior Citizen" I  was re-
luctant t o  express my views.

We have been represented by
our elders for so long that the
public had failed to realize that
the black youth has a voice of
its own. A n d  I  might add a
very powerful one. *

MAYBE THE only issue o f
the Civil War was not slavery,
Ns' as the only issue with SOUL
iF not to change the name o f
Rebels. Bu t  the fact is slavery
did exist and the slave holders
fought under the name "Reb-
els."

We are proud of our heritage
but, tell me, would you be proud
of the fact that you have the
name o f  a  former master?
Could y  o u accept someone
else's language and  culture
without feeling hatred?

No, you could not, because
you have said that you do not
want us  ( the  black people)
"crammed down your throat."
Well, just remember, the South-
ern whites crammed t h e m -
selves down our throats a  n d
we have just begun to c o u g h
them and their culture back up
in an effort to attain our own.

As for the blacks being treat-
ed like spoiled children, c  a n
you blame them for feeling like
you owe them something. A f -

ter all i f  you just had to pay
our ancestors for their years of
work without p a y  t h e r e
wouldn't be any white Ameri-
ca.

*  *

Concerning violence, t h e
black youth has realized t h a t
this world was built on v  i o -
lence. Maybe they feel that the

only way to survive in a world
of violence is to "do On to oth-
ers as they de on to you."

Yes, long live our  country.
And as long as i t  lives blacks
will fight for honor and respect,
justice and liberty, a l l  t h a t
which is long overdue.

'67—SOUTH DADE

* *
Rebel Tag Hurts,
Needs Changing

Editor, The News Leader:

As a  black South Dade stu-
dent, a member of the human
race, and a United States citi-
zen, I  would like to voice my
opinion on the racial controver-
sy at South Dade High.

I have tried to look at b o t h
sides of the story with an open
mind and have concluded that
the whites value tradition over
personal feelings•* *  *

BLACKS ARE usually look-
ed upon as a rioting, wild group
of people. Everyone fails t  o
notice that wherever there is a
riot there is a cause. I  think
that SOUL should be commend-
ed on its proper way of hand-
ling the situation by organizing.

Every d a y  I  read in the
newspapers of  someone asking
SOUL to wait. I  think that the
trouble with the black society
today is that we have already
waited too long.

People come from Germany,
Russia, Cuba and everywhere
else and have more freedom in
the United States than t  h e
black man. The only thing the
whites c a n  possibly h a v e
against the black man i s  h i s
color, and yet whites lie in the
sun five hours a day trying to
get that color.

I don't see how the whites
can say all they care about is
tradition and not how this name
hurts others. Yo u  are asking
us to go to this school and be
offended and hurt only because
of a tradition.

A society that lives off t  h e
past is  a  sick society. T  h e
Civil War was a lost cause for
the Rebels. W h y  can't these
present day Rebels hang i t  up.* *

THE WHITE students s  a y
they don't have slavery and the
Confederacy on their m i n d s
when they sing "Dixie" a  n d..
wave t h e  Confederate f lags
After saying this they contra-.
diet themselves b y  say ing
changin t h e  n a m e  w o n ' t
change the minds of the whites.

I don't see why i t  is so hard
for South Dade to get a name
that's n o t  discriminatory t o
either whites o r  blacks. A s
long as the Rebel name stays
at South Dade i t  will serve as
a racial dividing line.

Why does South Dade have to
be so different? Other schools
have good cheering names that
all th3 students are proud of.

In order for South Dade to
be anything we must al l  r  e -
spect each other's feelings.

MAE BELLE WALLACE



Time Wasted
On Rebel

Controversy
Editor, The News Leader:

I disagree with SOUL and its
reasons for wanting to change
the name of the South D a d e
"Rebels," I  can understand
why they feel this way but why
in this day and age do we have
to disagree on the name of a
school. * *

WHY DO we spend time on
something like this When w e
could be helping people who are
handicapped or doing volunteer
work?

SOUL, how do you think the
many people i n  th is  country
felt (who belong to the Jewish
religion) when the surfer em-
blem was a popular fad a year
ago and is now coming back in
medallion form?

The symbol I  speak of is the
swastika, an emblem which for
not only the Jews but many oth-
ers is linked with the anguish
caused by the Nazis.

The Jews were not slaves but
machines i  n concentration
camps. They were killed, no t
given food and shelter.

PLEASE DON'T change the
name "Rebels" just because i t
offends you personally. T r y  to
help yourself out at South Dade
next year instead of hindering
yourself by feeling sorry f  o r
yourselves.

I d o  wish you four Negro
boys had taken more interest in
our football team (the ones the
coaches were willing to give a
third chance to). L a s t  year
you proved we needed you. This
year our team will not be the
same without you.

SENIOR'71

She's Seen Lots
Of Poor Days

Editor, The News Leader:
I was born Oct. 26, 1896, i n

the state of Tennessee on t  h e
Lambs Ferry Road.

I have seen plenty of poverty
and I  didn't finish the  f i f th
grade.

MRS. LURA T. NORWOOD
A Rebel

Black Students
Treated Unfairly
Editor, The News Leader:

I read Mr. Brookshire's arti-
cle, " I f  I Were Black. . ." Well,
you're not black and you don't
understand the black's life.

*  *  *

YOU KNOW the white people
of South Dade couldn't care
less about the black students.
When the black student goes
out for a sport, he can be as
great as John Unitas but do you
think he'll make first string?

Of the four major sports, I
noticed that Randy McMichael
made first team on a t  least
three of them over Negroes who
played outstandingly well. Why
didn't South Dade have a black
quarterback? Because the col-
or bothers the coaches?

I  guess Calvin Jones played
first t e a m  because o f  h i s
height. How did McMichaels
make honorable mention f o r
all county basketball o v e r
Jones? Oh, I  forgot, the color.

I know the statistics were on
Jones' side.

If the black isn' t  given a
chance how can he prove him-
self and feel a  part of t  h e
school?

During pep rallies they a  1 -
ways use songs to make t  h e
whites feel good, regardless of
how the Negro feels. The Ne-
gro students at pep rallies are
used to hearing "Do i t  or get
out" from teachers.* *

THE REBELS really w e r e .
against Negroes. The whites at
South Dade are out there to
push the blacks around.

The whites a t  South Dade,
both students and faculty, are
against the blacks and won't
give them a  chance. T  h e
teachers, students and coaches
at South Dade don't want the
black at the top.

BRAY HARRIS



n One Day,
Stupidity

And Heroism
Race relations a t  South Dade

Dade H i g h  School, p lease take
two steps to the rear of the class.

ALL BECAUSE o f  an  a c t  o f
blatant stupidity Fr iday when a
black dummy was hoisted to the
top of a flagpole with "Nigger Go
Home" wr i t ten below it.

Hopefully, the  black students
wil l  keep the incident in its proper
perspective. T h e  persons w  h o
pulled the malicious stunt should
be pit ied for  the amount o f  hate
and ignorance t h a t  i s  gnawing
away inside them.

Only inches a w a y  f r o m  t h a t
story in  F r iday ' s  News  Leader
was another story involving eight
black persons and a lone w h i t e
policeman.

The off icer  o n l y  a  few hours
before the hoodlums were hoisting
the dummy at South Dade had his
hands full in West Perrine pulling
the e i g h t  f r o m  a l m o s t  cer ta in
death in  a  burning house.

HE P R O B A B LY saved t h e
lives o f  a l l  eight B u t  just a  few
hours la ter  a n d  n o t  t o o  m a n y

distant the hoodlums were
buoy making the lives of  the stu-
dents a t  South Dade High i  m -
measurably more complicated.

S. Dade
Tackles
Problem

By JEANNETTE ROBINS
South Dade High School's

1,346 students had the sticky
problem of  solving racial ten-
sions dropped in their laps of-
ficially today.

At a school -  wide assembly
cane dthis morning by the Stu-
dent Council, students w e r e
briefed about black students'
objection to the Confederacy -
linked school song, flag a  n d
nickname, and were brought up
to date on preliminary meetings
at which representatives of the
white and black students have
begun to explore each other's
feelings.

Black students have objected
strenuously t o  the  historical
implications of the school song,
"Dixie," the nickname Rebels
and the wide use of  the Con-
federate flag a t  school func-
tions and athletic contests.

Along with complaints about
discriminatory treatment b  y
white students and faculty, the
black students had taken their
objections to the School Board.
It ruled that  the nickname,'
song and emblem were chosen
by the school's first s t u d  ent
body and any changes should
be made by prehent students at
the school.

At this morning's assembly,
student government members
and spokesmen for the b l a c k
students first aired the prob-
lem and then polled the stu-
dent body.

Students were asked to write
their opinions and suggestions
for possible solutions to t  h e,
many -  pronged situation.

Feeling is high among some
members of both races.

The blacks charge that t  h e
use of  Confederate symbols is
demeaning to them and remin-
iscent of slavery.

Feeling among white s  t u-
dents runs the gamut from a
few openly racist students t  o
others who evince broad under-
standing of the blacks' v  i e w-
point and are in sympathy with
their complaints.

White students who object
strongly t o  any change o f
school nickname, song and em-
blem charge t h a t  such a
change would strip South Dade
of much of its tradition.

They say that, to them, the
name Rebels, the Confederate
flag and the song Dixie connote
school spirit and in no way hark
back to the blacks' p re-Civil
War subservience.

A number o f  wh i tes  are
frankly resentful o f  the upset
caused by an organized minor-
ity (black students are repre-
sented by an organization call-
ed Student Organization for Un-
ity and Liberty —S.O.U.L.).

my of the whites in t h i s
cat ''7,ory have spoken out in ob-
jet i n  t o  Principal Will iam
Wilson's directive tha t  t  h e
school fight song, Dixie, would
not be played or sung Friday
during sophomore orientation.

Wilson said the decision was
his own, that county school se-
curity men concurred, and that
he had also asked the cheer-
leaders not to use any Rebel
cheers.

His instructions applied only
to the sophomore orientation,
and should not be construed to
apply to any future school r e -
lated activity, Wilson told The
News Leader today.



At South Dade

Youth Group
Plans Events

A dance Sept. 27, after South home football game, wi l l
Dade H i g h  School's s e c o n d  first major  event of  the

 s e a s o n  fo r  South Dade
Association.
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MAPPING PLANS for year's activities are
board members of South Dade Youth Asso-
ciation. From left to right are Cookie Tyre,
Bob Barnes, James Bernecker, SDYA pres-
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ident Susan Thompson m e  president Bob
Scisco and treasurer Peter Coats.

—Staff Photo by E d  Oberlies

be the
n e w
Youth

The dance will serve a s  a
money - raiser for the new drill
team being sponsored a t  t  e
school this year by  the Youth
Association. I t  w i l l  also con-
stitute a  membership d r i ve .
For one price students w i l l  be
admitted to the dance and also
be enrolled as members of  the
association.

Members wi l l  be aisle t o  at-
tend Thanksgiving a n d  N  e w
Year's dances sponsored b  y
the association a t  reduced pr i -
ces.

The board of directors, meet-
ing recently with advisors Mrs.
Ruth Campbell, M r s .  W .  C .
Carmichael a n d  M r s .  J a c k
Barnes, made plans for t  h e
coming year. I t  was agreed
that the popular post -  p r o m
prowl w i l l  be sponsored again
by the association next spring.

Letters have been sent t  o
three men's civic clubs request-
ing each to  appoint a  member'
as advisor to  the group.

The association boa rd  con -
sists this year of Susan Thomp-
son, president; Bob Scisco, vice
president; Mary  Lambert, sec-
retary; Peter Coats, treasurer;
Ed Glenn, corresponding secre-
tary; L ibby  Cool, Br ian Guin-
and Charles Mu r ray,  Rober t
Barnes and Paul Pearson.



Rebel Symbols Racist,
Hurt Negroes' Feelings

Editor, The News Leader:

As a black student I  h a v e
been following closely the let-
ters which have been printed
concerning the nickname "Re-
bels" a t  South Dade H i g h
School.

The letter that struck me as
being the most naive was writ-
ten by Mr. Vihlen, president of
the class of '65. H e  states that
he could not see how the term
"Rebel" could hurt the feelings
of Negroes.* *  *

THIS IS very understandable
in that Mr. Vihlen isn't black.
His problem is that he is white,
and just as all white Ameri-
cans, he has had different ex-
periences than the Negro.

No white man could really
understand the feelings o  f a
black man because he has a
totally different concept of life
and history. T o  Mr. Vihlen,
the Confederate f l a g  a n d
"Johnny Reb" uniforms obvi-
ously are nostalgic relics of the

Rebel Name Is What
The Students Make I t

Editor, The News Leader:

In answer to the Mays gradu-
ate, Gator '68, she said she
said she would have been de-
prived of knowing what i t  was
like being a campus queen and
deprived of freedom of speech
and participation in school ac-
tivities. * *  *

SHE ALSO said she w o u l d
not have been treated equally
and would not have been r  e -
spected (being called d i r t y
names). My point is how does
she know all of this i f  she went
to Mays and not South Dade.

I don't know o f  anyone a t
South Dade who doesn't get
treated equally or  doesn't get
to speak his piece, no matter
what their race.

She doesn't know what hap-
pens at South Dade if she went
to Mays. S h e  can say s h e
heard a l l  about i t  bu t  that
doesn't mean a thing.

past when the South was glori-
ously protecting i t s  "white,
system of human enslavement.

But t o  myse l f  and other
black Americans they are re-
minders of a past where o u r
race was cruelly oppressed by
a racist people who used reli-
gion as justification of t h e i r
sins against their  f  e'll o w
man.

* *  *
MR. VIHLEN states that all

the Negroes got out of the Civil
War was freedom. D o e s  h  e
actually consider that a man's
house being burned i s  worse
than a  man losing his free-
dom?

I think he would have to ad-
mit that the blacks' attainment
of freedom (false freedom be-
cause we are still not free) was
much more important than the
Confederate losses which were
gained on the backs of t  h e
black man anyway.

True, I  must admit that the
20 yea rs  o f  Reconstruction

I have heard a  lot of things
but I  don't know i f  they a  r e
true or not. I  don't doubt that
there is name calling but it goes
on with both races and we must
do away with this and talk to-
gether and make some sense.

In my opinion t h e  n a m e
"Rebel" should remain t  h e
same;it i s  a  tradition a  n d
should never be  changed. I
agree completely with E r i c
Vihlen's letter to your newspa-
per. * *  *

THE CIVIL War is forgotten
to most of us and the Negroes
and whites must learn to live
together. The name "Rebel" is
what we make o f  i t  and we
should make the most of i t  that
we can.

The Rebel name is what we
see in i t  and I  see good in i t
and so should everyone else, no
matter what race they are.

were unfair to the Southerners
but could those Reconstruction
years compare to the e v i l s
committed upon the black race
for 200 years by the w h i t e
man in America? Certa in ly
net. * *  *

IS I T  REALLY so bad that
the English speaking p e o p l e
were defeated on their  home
soil because of  their inhuman
treatment of their fellow man
on his home soil? I n  my opin-
ion, i f  a  people a re  morally
wrong they should pay t  h e
price no matter what the cost.

The use of Confederate dress,
colors, flags and songs is def-
initely connected with racism
in that these objects were sym-
bols o f  the effort o f  a  racist
society to preserve i t s  "gen-
teel" system. Th i s  is the "Re-
bel" tradition.

Mr. Vihlen stated that SOUL
represents a  very small per-
centage of the black population
of Homestead. H o w  could he
validly say this? D i d  he con-
duct a door-to-door survey i  n
the southwest section? I ' m
sure he did not.* *  *

I THINK THAT the flying of
a foreign flag over U. S. soil
is treason (except over foreign
embassies). Since the Confed-
erate States of America was a
foreign country, then the South
Dade "Rebels" are technically
committin„ treason.

Why not use the nickname
"Americans" in place of  "Re-
bels"? I s  South Dade fighting
the Civil War? I  sincerely
hope not.

...ERNEST E. LEE
....Student, Prairie View
...A & M College, Texas

RONNIE POWELL
. . . . a n . .  a n . . a n  . . . 1 1 . n .



Hikes Racial  Tension Mayor

Lax Discipline Cited
At South Dade High

Citizens
Committee
Proposed

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Staff Writer '

Homestead Mayor William
Dickinson Thursday accused
school officials o f  cnccurag-
ing racial tensions a t  South
Dade High School by failing
to crack down on discipline
problems.

School officials denied that
South Dade has  had  more
than a  normal share of  be-
havior problems.

tDickinson,  Homestead City
'Manager Olaf  Pearson and
Police Chief Emmett Snyder
discussed the school's prob-
lems with School Superinten-
dent D r.  Edward Whigham
Wednesday afternoon. T h e
Homestead officials had re-
quested the meeting.

Dickinson said the school's
students are being "used as a
vehicle t o  create community
problems." He accused "out-
side influences o f  generating
the school problem to  moti-
vate a  community problem,"
and s a i d  school officials
failed t o  exercise the i r  au-
thority to  keep things under
control.

Dickinson proposed estab-
lishing a  mu l t i -ethnic com-
mittee of South Dade citizens
who w o u l d  observe  t h e
school first-hand and "see i f
discipline is adhered too,"

He said the  committee's
findings could relieve fears
of both the black and white
populace tha t  a l l  students
aren't being treated equally.

Dr. Whigham s a i d  t h e
committee proposal would be
looked into.

Last month,  Neg ro  s t u -
dents complained t o  t h e
School Board of  discrimina-
tory practices at South Dade
and asked the school's nick-
name "Rebel," be changed.

D i c k i n s o n  said, "The
s c h o o l ' s  problems aren't
racial in nature. There is an
attempt to make them racial,
but it's a  breakdown in dis-
cipline. K i d s  a r e  g e t t i n g
away wi th close to murder."

Thursday night, after May-
or Dickinson told parents of
t h e d a y ' s  developments,
some parents decided to hold
a clear-the-air meeting t o -
night. Jack Levy said the
session, a t  a  site n o t  ye t
determined, would be used to
air complaints tha t  school
board policies a r e  n o t  en -
forced equally among Negro
and white students.



On South Dade High Problem

Whigham Won't
Attend Meeting

Three Discuss
Current Issue
With Officials

Dade County School Superintendente Dr. Edward
Whigham declined Thursday either to visit Homestead
and personally t a l k  t o  a group of concerned South
Dade High parents, or  attend a community meeting
in reference to growing racial unrest at the school.

Mayor W i l l i a m  Dickinson,
Homestead Police Chief Em-
mett Snider and City Manager
Olaf Pearson, met With Whig-
ham and John Tyler, director
of Dade County school security,
at the superintndent's office in
Miami and requested a Home-
stead meeting.

The three Homestead off i -
cials went to the meeting pri-
marily t o  discuss the SOUL
(Negro student organization)
demands that the school Rebel
flag, nickname, song and sym-
bols be changed.

Dickinson said when he ask-
ed Whigham w  h o would as-
sume the responsibility of the
decisions as to what would be
done i f  the students were un-
able to make a decision, Whig-
ham answered that i t  was not
yet known and would depend
on what happened at the time
the matter came to a head.

The Homestead mayor t o l d
Tyler and Whigham i t  was his
belief that the SOUL demands
and the resulting unrest w a s
being used by outside influence
to cause racial strife in t  h e
Homestead area.

NIL
9/6

The Hernesteac' delegation
told The News Leader Thurs.
day that they were most sur-
prised by Whigham's remark
that the South Dade High School
situation was not a school prob-
lem but a community problem
that should be solved by t,11 e
black and white students a n d
parents.

This allegedly startled t  h e
South Dade men, who claim
school security has taken over
the matter, in  fact even from
th' police, and that the school
board had previously said the
school itself should settle t  h e
controversy "a t  the local lev-
el."

Dickinson said "The  school
administration under Whigham
is attempting to relieve t  h e
school and school board from
being involved, but is allowing
staff members t o  participate
and in fact generate the prob-
lem."

He requested that a  crack-
down on discipline problems be
instigated immediately. wheth-
qr the students be black o  r
white.



Group Plans
`Demands' Bring Meeting To

Air Situation
Resentments

Editor, The News Leader:

As a parent and interested
citizen I  have been reading the
letters of  the past few weeks
regarding the name of the South
Dade Rebels with some amuse-
ment and with some anger.

First of all, nothing has o r
ever wil l  be accomplished t o
anyone's satisfaction by t  h e
word "demand." Webster's
New World Dictionary defines
the word demand: to ask for as
a right or as a need.

SO IT WOULD seem that the
members of SOUL feel that they
have the need or right to ask
that t he  wo rd  "Rebel" b e
changed. So  the question that
crones to mind is: I f  the name
is changed, what really w i l l
have been accomplished?

Will i t  really change a  n y -
thing? Remember now th is
was done by demand. Wi l l  you
as members of SOUL be filled
with pride because you forced
an issue and won? Will you see
respect in your fellow students'
eyes or will you see what the
word demand can do?

Will you see the recognition
you so desire and feel the pride
of having done a  good job be-
cause you earned that right,
as every student must, or will
you see contempt and bitter-
ness because you demanded it?

This i s  something t o  b e
thought about very deeply and
earnestly. F o r  no one has the
right to ask of others what they
themselves cannot give. Surely
there is  nothing so rewarding
to a  n y person regardless o f
race, creed or religion than to
know the momentous feeling of
self accomplishment o f  stand-
ing on your own merit.

* *  *
CERTAINLY I N  these times

the word (rebel) is appropriate.
Ou wor ld affairs, our country
and, yes, all our people are liv-
ing in a rebellious period where
changes are being made a  n d

for you the past few years mar-
vellous strides have b e e n
made.

But strides that have been
performed through wisdom and
foresight, not with demands.

Rebel is surely a  word that
has harsh meanings, al l  t  h e
more reason to keep i t  a  n d
make a new meaning, one o f
pride a n d  achievement, o f
school spirit and determination
to make South Dade Rebels the
best school in the South.

We need this and so do you.
So let's walk forward, not back-
ward, as South Dade Rebels.

MRS CARL IVEY

Nothing Won
Without Try

Editor, The News Leader:

Let's end this apparently ne-
yen-ending debate in  your pa-
per over Souls and non-Souls by
one simple statement.

No one ever won anything by
non-participation.

SOUL says they are discrim-
inated against, not listened to,
and as a result will not parti-
cipate ir. any sports, band o r
extra - curricular activity a t
South Dade as an apparent pro-
test movement.

If they really believe in what
they say the only way to prove
it is through participation. Non-
participation is nothing but pre-
admission of defeat and t  h e
lack of foresight on how to gain
recognition.

They don't need demonstra-
tions, violence, or rioting, b  u t
simply willingness t o  partici-
pate.

....GENE BURNETT

A meeting has been called to-
night t o  organize parents —
black and white — to demand
equal treatment f o r  a l l  stu-
dents a t  South Dade High
School and to force the school
administration to adhere t  o
and enforce school rules.

The meeting wil l  be held at
Harries Field, Homestead, a t
7:30 p.m. today. I t  is open to
any interested person, regard-
less of race, creed, color or na-
tional origin.

"Parents are going to be sur-
prised — and shocked — a t
what has been going o n  a t
South Dade," said Jack Levy.

Levy is one of  a  group o  f
about 30 parents who have been
meeting informally to  seek a
solution to problems that have
fostered racial dissension a t
the high school.

They have been conferring
with school officials a t  the
school, district and county lev-
el, and will report the results
at tonight's meeting.

Homestead Mayor Wi l l iam
Dickinson, who met yesterday
with School Superintendent Ed-
ward Whigham, said he b e -
lieves t  h e school board i s
aware of  racial tension a  t
South Dade and is ducking its
responsibility and "trying t o
make the community a  f a l l
guy when i t  erupts."

Ile charged that administra-
tors are "hiding under a desk
and expecting the problem t o
gr. away," and that faculty and
county school security people
"are lying to you when t h e y
deny that incidents are happen-
ing — incidents that we have
seen — that have taken place
within a few feet of the princi-
pal's office."

Dickinson said trouble b e -
tween the races is only a symp-
tom — the basic problem i  s
the school system's failure t o
enfore its own rules.

The original group of parents
met last night and called t o -

(Continued on Page 3)



Rebel Banner Need Not
Divide Whites, Blacks

Editor, The News Leader:
I am a  member of the stu-

dent body attending south Dade
this year. I  believe there i s
much to be proud of, but much
work to be done on the part of
all students. I  am the Eastern
District Luther League Presi-
dent, a  body which represents
the youth throughout the East-
ern U.S. and part o f  Canada.
The organization represents all
young people in the American
Lutheran Church.* *  *

ONE THING left cut in this
community problem, I  believe,
is faith. I think we need a com-
bined faith in  each other a s
Americans, instead of races.

I find the youth throughout
the American Lutheran Church,
bath white and black, are con-
cerned about today's social
problems. Through the church
they realize there is hope, not
distrust; workable solutions,
not fear; and faith, not revolt.

To the white youth I  present
this question: Have we really
begun to care about our black
American, o r  have we pushed
the issue off by saying, yes, we
care, but just don't want to get
involved. * *

TO THE BLACK youth I  ask:
Is i t  fitting to create organiza-
tions to solve problems i f  those
organizations a re  created i n
races?

Problems must b e  worked
out together, not as white o r
black, but as fellow men, fel-
low workers. We must not for-
get, we are created together in
one image. I  implore each of
us to search, and to find a door
to a relationship with ourselves,
as a group of youths, related in
a cause, and that cause being
peace. I  present this question
to those uncommitted persons
who have said nothing concern-
ing this issue. Are we gaining
anything b y  your silence? I
think not.

I BELIEVE that we n e e d
faith, the kind that Jesus Christ
had. T h e  kind that  brought
men of all vocations, and a l l
walks of life together for Him.
Where is that sense of unity to-
day? Have we left unity out
and forced childish aims t o
cause our divorce with a one-
ness which can be shared to-
gether?

I am proud to be a  young
person living in this time and
era. I  am proud of the hones-
ty of the youth through this na-
tion. B u t  I  am concerned for
our future. I  am concerned for
our faith in each other. Where
is our united power?
• We can not stand in a world

or nation like this as groups or
races, but rather as members
of a united oneness. We must
talk, and walk, and openly dis-
cuss and create a society fitting
for our lives and hopes, and a
world able to stand in  Christ
Jesus.

Where is our Faith in God?
Where is our trust in His guid-
ing hand? Let's get  together
and let the world know we as
youth are not divided as races,
but united through One w  h o
carried a cress for us.

*  *

SOUTH DADE has an issue.
But in the world they need us
even greater. Where is o  u r
unity so that we may put away
childish dreams, and join in the
fight for freedom and democra-
cy for all? L e t  us put away
such small dreams and forget
that the word Rebel is  offen-
sive. I  believe i t  is a  fitting
memorial for those who have
died for, and are presently liv-
ing for, a  nation as great and
strong, as our nation is.

I believe we as a unity group
could be proud o f  the name
South Dade Rebels just for the
plain fact the we stand up for
causes and things which seem
so right for us.

Yes, Rebels fo r  peace and
the right to do as we see fit as
a nation. Jesus Christ w  a s
very much a Rebel in His time,

se can we Rebel for the great
power and freedom o f  Demo-
cracy. But, first we must join
forces. I t  is time for regroup-
ing, c regrouping as not in rac-
es but, rather throughout rac-
es.

The first step is communica-
tion. W e  must be willing t o
communicate with each other.
Can we manage to love each
other, rather than hate? Can
we find peace with our like-
ness, rather than war with our
colors? I  think the Almighty
God, who has created us in His
image, is  trying t o  te l l  u s
something, but are we listen-
ing?

Let us as youth and adult, as
laborer and as people in t  h e
grac o f  God learn to face is-
sues by the word love. Have
we learned how to love?

MIKF JACKSON
President, Eastern District

Luther League



South Dade High
Parents Seeking
Racial Harmony
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Dickinson
Hits School
Officials

By BILL SLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Black and white parents of
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
students wil l  seek answers to
racial problems plaguing the
school.

Only a  handful o f  Negroes
showed u p  f o r  a  meeting
Friday night a t  Harris Field-
house in  Homestead, to  pro-
test school officials' alleged
lack o f  enforcement o f  poli-
cy. I t  was the mother of two
South Dade Negro students,
Mr. Thomassina Hunter, who
broke t h e  i c e  a n d  vo lun-
teered h e l p  f r o m  N e g r o
parents to end racial tension
at the school.

About 3 0 0  parents a n d
students h e a r d  Homestead
Mayor B i l l  Dickinson leve l
the blame fo r  student prob-
lems on  parents and school
officials. "The  real problem
is the total  collapse o f  the
administrative structure o f
the county school system,"
he stated.

HERA/.
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"We must restructure our
school administration a n d
insist that  a l l  students b e
safe i n  school. L e t  them
come f o r  education n o t  a
confrontation," D i c k i n s o n
demanded.

He charged t h a t  children
are carrying the banners o f
hate and  racial  discord a s
pawns and innocent victims
of adults. " I f  we  have feel-
ings for our children and the
coming generations, we must
solidify, b l a c k  a n d  wh i t e .
Jew a n d  gentile, men  a n d
women, b o y s  a n d  g i r l s , "
Dickinson said.

He protested the contents
of a  letter wri t ten by  Fred
Fuchs to Gov. Claude Kirk as
inflammatory a n d  s ing l ing
out individual students f o r
censure. " I  think you're mak-
ing a  t r a g i c  mis take b y
sending this letter," Dickin-
son continued. "The respon-
sibility i s  n o t  f o r  the kids,
black o r  w h i t e ,  i t ' s  t h e
school administration's."



At South Dade High School

School Vote Date
Not Set

Students Wi l l
Hold Election
On Nickname

South Dade High students still have no definite date for
voting on their school's Rebel nickname, Confederate flag and
school song, Dixie.

Principal William Wilson told
The News Leader that  class-
room visitations to give s  t u-
dents a chance to ask questions
and air their views probably
will wind up this afternoon.

Spokesmen for SOUL, an or-
ganization o f  b lack students
who want to abolish the name,
flag and song, a n d  Student.
Council president Libby Cool '
are conducting the room -
roinu. v i  iits -because s tu
did mot get a chance t o  a s t
questions at an assembly on the

subject last Wednesday.
Wilson said another assem-

bly may be scheduled, depend-
ing on student reaction during
room visitations. He said Miss
Cool is to discuss this with him
later today.

Wilson was asked whether
student resentment at not hav-
ing a chance to hear a presen-
tation opposing t h e  changes
would determine whether ano-
ther assembly is necessary. He
said this would certainly be a
major factor in the decision.

If there is another assembly,
Wilson stated, "there will be no
more presentations b y  those
who spoke at the f i rst  assem-
bly; they have had their oppor-
tunity."

No election will be held until
the visitations — and another
assembly i f  it is deemed neces-
sary — are completed he said.

The election date likely will
be announced at least two days
in advance of  the vote,' since
interested parents have offered
to arrange for use of three vo-
ting machines i f  they have 48
hours' notice.

Wilson said he is inclined to
accept the offer even though a
machine vote would necessi-
tate the moving of large num-,
bers of students to the voting
area, while balloting in  home
rooms would be faster and eas-
ier. •

Reason for the decision, h e
indicated, is parents' thinly -
veiled feeling that a vote b  y
ballot might be rigged.

Afk
Rig



They ve Got The Yells
LEADING CHEERS for  South Dade high's athletic teams
this season wil l  be a sparkling corps which includes (front
row, left to right) Sudy Konsky, Marsha Wood, Libby Cool

9/7

and Cookie Tyre; (second row) Terry Jones, Lorrie Butler
and Cindi Toraya: ( th i rd  row) c o -captain Bunny Peeples
and Alice Kaye Gray, and (rear) captain Linda Marshall.

—Staff Photo by  Ed  Oberiles



Letters To The Editor
Nothing On Flag But '69

Editor, The News Leader:

Reference your editorial, " In
One Day, Stupidity and Hero-
iS111." Race relations at South
Dade have indeed taken t  w o
steps to the rear, but not be-
cause of what was written on
the Class of '69 flag.

The flag was approximately
3 by 11/2 feet and lettered with
orange and green spray paint.
The only things written on i t
were the numerals "'69."

*

COMMON SENSE should in-
dicate that this was about the
most that you could write on a
piece of sheet that size with a
can of spray paint. T r y  it.

The black, footless GI Joe doll
was a symbol of the black prob-
lem facing us  i n  our  . senior
year N o w  that we know—and
the word is spreading fast—that
their charges are based on un-
truths, what we were hesitant
about as, maybe a little unfair,
now seems like a suitable sym-
bol.

This was done in a fit of an-
ger about the loss of flags, hats,
song which was already decreed
by the school administration ev-
en though they promised us the
privilege o f  making our own
decisions about these things.* *

IT'S NOT EASY to gracious-
ly accept something b e i n g
shoved down y o u r  t h r o a t
against your will

The class of '68 and '67 also
ran up their flags at the begin-
ning of the school year. I n  fact,
this has been done so many
times by senior classes in the
past that this, too, has become
South Dade tradition.

Doesn't i t  seem strange t o
you that the flag was destroyed
before anybody official had a
chance to look at what was ac-
tually written o n  i t ?  Don' t
you know that i f  we had writ-
ten "Nigger Go Home" on our
senior class flag that Sam Jones
and Otis Wallace would h a v e
milked the propaganda value of
the act with coast-to-coast pic-
tures of  themselves displaying
it? * *

WE REALIZE that in view of
the official trend toward a  p -
peasement o f  t h e  minor i ty
group i t  would be foolhardy of
us to sign this letter. We  also

realize that our side of the story
doesn't have the same news va-
lue as the other side.

Truth is not always as inte-
resting as a good solid lie, any-

way, so our side of the story
will probably be thrown out. Do
what you want with it. We' l l
be watching (and judging) you.

MEMBERS, CLASS OF 19
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Students to Vote
On School's Name

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau  Ch ie f

, South Dade H igh  School
students were to ld  Monday
night the school board won't
change the name Rebels and
the board w i l l  recognize a
vote o f  t h e  student b o d y
majority.

Some 200 students met at
Harris Field i n  Homestead,
despite a steady downpour of
rain to elect new officers to
represent all o f  the students
of the school. A  12-member
board of  directors was elect-
ed after the students named
John Campbell chairman and
Jim Bernecker' vice chairman
of the new group.

Bernecker told the assem-
blage that he had met Sun-
day with school board mem-
ber Holmes Braddock a n d
was promised that the board
of public instruction would
recognize a majority vote o f
the students. Bernecker said
he had been told that county
voting machines wi l l  be used
when students vote  o n  r e -
taining o r  scrapping t h e
nickname Rebels. T h e  B P I
favors use o f  the machines,.
he said.

Campbell s a i d  t h e  n e w
organization, t o  b e  named
later b y  t h e  directors, i s
being formed t o  see  t h a t
democratic pr inc ip les  a r e
adhered t o  a t  t h e  school.
Members o f  a  Negro group
called SOUL were welcomed
to j o i n ,  a long  w i t h  o the r
students. N o  one i s  t o  b e
barred from the organization
because of  the race, color or
religion, he told the students.

Several members of  SOUL
sat through m o s t  o f  t h e
meeting, but left before elec-
tion o f  directors had  been
completed. Adults who came
to the meeting were asked to
move to the rear of the audi-
torium and no t  attempt t o
participate in the meeting.

Campbell pointed out that
the meeting was for students
presently enrolled a t  South
Dade High School, and stu-
dents ony would be allowed
to participate.

A f lyer listing four points
for democratic administra-
tion o f  school po l icy  a n d
regulations was supported by
the students. Campbell said
the flyer was shown to Mar-
vin Griepp o f  the south dis-
trict o f  the  school system.
"Griepp said he was for  a l l
points," Campbell t o l d  the
students.

School officials have de -

dined to say when the elec-
tion to determine the school
name will be held. The SOUL
group has. protested use o f
the name a s  offensive t o
Negro students and demand-
ed i t  be discarded. They also
demand elimination o f  Dixie
as a school song and use o f
the confederate flag.

A suggestion t h a t  "Con-
cerned Students Association"
be considered fo r  the name,
was turned down by the new
officers. They  said the  in i -
tials CSA might be misused
because they are the same as
the Confederate States o f
America.

Campbell said the meeting
was n o t  cal led t o  discuss
issues. The purpose was t o
guarantee democrat ic p r o -
cess in school actions and to
give fair and equal treatment
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South Dade Students
Form New Organization

By JEANNETTE ROBINS
About 200 South Dade High

students who described them-
selves as "concerned," m  e t
last night to organize an asso-
ciation dedicated to  impartial
enforcement o f  school policies
and rules, and to majority rule
in actions affecting the student
body.

The student group, sti l l  un-
named, is open to any duly en-
rolled pupil of South Dade High
School, without regard to race,
creed or color.

Meeting last night at Harris
Field, the group elected John
Campbell chairman and J  i m
Bernecker, vice-chairman.

Although Campbell admitted
that he is  personally opposed
tc changing the school's Rebel
nickname, he said the organi-
zation is  "not fighting t  h e
name change .  .  .  we're fight-
ing the unfair things that have
been going on at school."

He referred to incidents i  r.

which students who, have vio-
lated school rules o r  flouted
school policies have gone un-
punished. Cheers greeted Ber-
necker's announcement t h a t
he has received the assurance
of School B o a r d  member
Homes Braddock t h a t  the
beard will support the decision
of a majority of students.

A student vote on the name
change demanded by black stu-
dents in  an organization call-
eC S. 0. U. L. is upcoming and
will be carried out by voting
machine, Bernecker said.

SOUL, Student Organization
for Unity and Liberty, has de-
manded the elimination of the
name Rebels, and school song
Dixie, and the Rebel battle
flag, all of which i t  complains
are demeaning and insulting to
black students.

The association of concern-
ed students formed last night
"is net  opposed t o  SOUL,"

south Dade

Campbell t o ld  t h e  students,
who had braved a heavy down-
pour to attend the Harris Feld
meeting.

"In fact, members of SOUL
are welcome to join the same
as any other student is," h e
said. " We ' r e  not fighting the
name change."

But i t  was apparent that a
number of students in the au-
dience are ardently pro-Rebel;
several waved small R e b e l
flags during the meeting a n d
one student proposed an asso-
ciation name using the w o r d
Rebel.

Among key students organiz-
ing the association were Camp-
bell, Bernecker, Neeley Lewis
and Richard Fuchs.

Four directors were elected
from each class, and the vice
chairman was given a vote so
that the board consists of  13
voting members plus the non-

(Continued on Page 3)

voting chairman.
Senior board members elec-

ted are David Magee, M i k e
1Gilbert, Neeley Lewis - a  n d
Sharon Cash.

Junior directors are Richard
Fuchs, Marty Neal, Leonard
'Cash and Lynn Graham. So-
phomore directors a r e  Brian
Guinand, David Rose, Diane
Stewart and Gail Collins.

The board will decide poli-
Oes of  the organization. I  t
will accept suggestions govern-
ing policy from any s  t u dent
member, Campbell said, and
will serve as liaison between
the members and the s c h o o l
administration

' /
The s a m e  four  principles

for which t h e  organization
stands are listed on petitions
asking that the administration
uphold them. Students h  a di
several hundred signatures last
night and expected to get morel
today. A l l  four have t  h el
agreement of Marvin D. Griep,
director o f  secondary schools
for South District, C  a in pbell
and Bernecker said.

The students want:

All school policy executed
without regard to race, color or
creed.

All school rules enforced
without regard to  race, color
or creed.

Any and all actions by the
sludent body to be determined
through democratic process.

The wil l  o f  the majority
(50 per cent plus one) to  be
recognized in all actions affec-
ting the student body.

The student  organization
closely follows that formed by
some 500 parents — white with
a sprinkling of blacks — at a
public meeting Friday night at
Harris Field.



The Up-Tight
Generation

By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.
Today's high school generation is

brighter, better fed, better clothed,
better looking and better about ev-
erything else, but I  don't envy them
and I  think probably i n  the long
run they will have had things much
worse than say, the high school gen-
eration of the '40's.

While our  generation may have
had its money worries, i t  had few
of the others that seemed to have
turned students now into such an up-
tight bunch.

*
THIS GENERATION takes things

more seriously than we did, I believe,
and when i t  comes r ight  down to
the nitty-gritty they don't have much
of a choice.

Social problems t h a t  w e  knew
nothing o f  confront them daily. In-
tegration is without a doubt the big-
gest o f  these, and even then w i l l
probably take another generation or
so before al l  t h e  kinks get ironed
out.

Mostly because both sides w e n t
into the matter cold turkey. No one
was ever really oriented to getting
along with another race on intimate
terms after who knows how many
hundred years of  not getting along
on intimate terms.

We didn't have problems with the
blacks and the blacks didn't have
any problems with us. We lived in
separate i f  not exactly equal worlds
and came together only in the sum-
mer in the fields.

ALL THAT IS changed now and
both the black and white students
find themselves locking at each oth-
er from the closest vantage points
in history.

The mental conditioning o f  each
apparently st i l l  has a  long way to
go, as evidenced by some of the pro-
blems South Dade seems to be hav-
ing.

Students today—and even tomor-
row—are meeting o r  w i l l  meet a
whole set of problems in their teens
hat we didn't have to  meet until

many years later.
Aside from the athletic bouts bet-

ween Redland and  Homestead, I

think we were pretty much of a hang
loose and the devil take the hind-
most generation.

*

BEATING HOMESTEAD—in any-
thing,was the nearest to getting up
tight that most of us knew. Everyone
knew perfectly wel l  that  Redland
and Homestead never would be able
to get along under one roof when the
first talk of consolidation started.

High school was mostly a  fun
time; the  subjects were generally
no great strain on the intelligence
and I  th ink most  students knew
where they stood in relation to each
other, the community and l i fe  i n
general.

College got a  l i t t le more hairy,
mostly because o f  a  happening in
Korea. Everyone k n e w  precisely
what happened when the grades slip-
ped below a  certain lvel, and cow-
ards that we were we managed to
keep the grades necessary to keep
us off the firing line.

Ironically, we were shook up by
an earlier day McCarthy in  much
the same way the present college
generation is  shook up, i n  an _op-
posite way, over a  latter day Mc-
Carthy. To us Joe McCarthy was a
signal o f  the end of  the Republic;
today's generation sees Gene Mc-
Carthy—or did—as i ts salvation.

*
HIGH SCHOOL for our generation

seemed to have had a much stronger
power structure. The principal was
the be all and end all in power and
I can't recall any serious breaches
of disicipline. The rules, as I  recall,
seemed to have been clearly spell-
ed out. You knew ahead of time what
would happen if you did somethiing,
you knew what would happen i f  you
didn't.

But the problems this generation
faces come at  them from al l  sides
and they must spend much of  their
school lives reacting to stimuli over
which they have little control—from
getting along with the student of a
different color ,sitting i n  the next
chair to getting along without a teac-
her because of a  walkout.

•



By PAUL BROOKSHIRE

MUCH (maybe too much) h  a s
oeen written, said and printed on the
controversy at South Dade H  i g n
School.

It appears, at this point, that the
problem never wil l  be resolved t o
the satisfaction of everyone.*

AS THE fuming and fussing goes
on, however, one thing seems to be
emerging rather clearly — this news-
paper is getting its share of blame
for a  lot of the trouble.

If printing what we have been
able to learn about the controversy
makes us the scapegoat, then we ac-
cept the nomination.

EVERYTHING we have printed
certainly is not the gospel truth. We
are not infallible. Some of the peo-
ple writing and calling us apparently
are.

Many believe we have sinned not
by acts of commission but by omis-
sion.

Perhaps so.
It is difficult to separate fact from

fiction in such a  dispute and many
people in authority are not inclined
to cooperate to the fullest.* *

CERTAINLY THERE has b e e n
some hanky-panky (I use this phrase
for lack of a better word) a t  South
Dade which we have not been ad-
vised of.

Reports of  serious breaches o  f
discipline and student taunts a  n d
attacks have been reported t o  u s
sometimes second or third hand.

But school security has tightened
and school officials, fearing m o r e
unfavorable publicity will only serve
to fan the flames of dissension, have
remained silent.

We do not blame them too much,
really. * *

DOZENS OF LETTFfSt express-
ing divergent viewpoiii (?n  the con-
troversy have been ly,A4d4rried t o
us and many others have arrived
through the mail.

We have printed virtually all, with
little editing, in the hope that t h e y
would be of therapeutic value to ev-
eryone involved.

We have used our Editorial Pages
as a sort of "Town Hall" on the sub-
ject where everyone could have his
say. * *  *

STILL SOME white readers ac-
cuse us of  supporting the minority,
while on the other hand the minority
blames us of not presenting its side
to the fullest advantage.

So we are caught in the crossfire.
It's not a  particularly pleasant

place to  be but not an uncommon
one for  a  newspaper.

And we will continue to print the
news as we see i t  in regard to this
controversy and any other that may
develop.

Controversial community issues
are not resolved by news blackout
and muzzling of the press.



It Blacks Treated Unfairly,
SOUL Member Claims

Editor, The News Leader:

I'n. a South Dade senior and
I'm writing to comment on the
display by the white students
given at  the sophomore orien-
tation. Whoever the fools were
to make up the sign "Nigger
Go Home" and the l o v e l y ,
black and beautiful doll will be
the first to  leave South Dade
because only black and white
students g o  t o  school a t
South Dade. The only niggers
there are the ones who don't
haw, the guts and the common
sense to come out in the open
and say what he or she has to
say. * *

I'M GETTING fed up wi th
all the talk about Rebel tradi-
tion from the white students
who say that i t  has n o  l ink
with the past. T h o  recent dis-
play really shows the preju-
diced feelings that exist against
the black students.

It has been said that t  h e
Civil War is over and the Reb-
els lost, and that all of this is
forgotten but not by the black.
If all the feelings have disap-
peared why can't all these tra-
ditions and symbols disappear
with them.

The b l a c k  students have
worked to be an important part
of the school and some o f  us
made it, but this was only on
a part-time basis. W h e n  the
black student had finished a
task we were put back on the
shelf l i ke  a  kitchen utensil
without any award o r  sign of
appreciation.

* *  *
THE BLACK students a  t

South Dade don't plan on being
used anymore until the Rebel
traditions and symbols a  r e
thrown out f o r  good. We ' v e
been treated unfairly through-
out 1967-68 and we're tired of
being pushed around by t  h e
white students and faculty.

It has been said many times

that the whites dislike SOUL
and the blacks dislike Rebel.
Well, i t  is like this: SOUL and
Rebel have nothing to do with
each other. B l a c k  students at
South Dade have seen thou-
sands of times the whites try-
ing t o  have Soul: dances,
slangs, hand shakes and claps,
but never a  black trying t  o
become a Rebel.

Another thing. T h e  Sou th
Dade student who wrote a let-

te: to the editor about t  h e
black students not respecting
the Alma Matet and walking
out of  pep rallies failed t  o
mention that more white stu-
dents walk out and don't a t -
tend pep rallies than blacks.

These traditions and symbols
should be abolished so that ev-
eryone would like to take part
in something that everyone of
the student body could enjoy.

...SOUL MEMBER

Should Name Be Dropped
To Satisfy A  Minority?

Editor, The News Leader:
I not only disagree with the

members of the group called
SOUL (which is an outlaw or-
ganization) but do not see what
they are complaining about.

It seems as i f  al l  o f  these
people are trying t o  hinder,
and not help. W e  are taught
many things in life, but today
all SOUL wants to do is to start
some type o f  trouble. T h i s
could have started over the
way you part your hair; i t
would have made just as much
sense. * *  *

IF THE members of  SOUL
are so proud of their heritage,
why do they not try and help in-
stead o f  hollering about the
name Rebels. T o  me, it seems
as if they are the Rebels in this
controversy.

The Band of South Dade (Re-
bels) was not allowed to play
Dixie, as i t  might offend t  h e
group that has become t  h e
Rebels, but they claim they do
not want to be called by t h i s

awful name.
This is what makes the peo-

ple all over the country won-
der what these people want.
They have no consistency i  n
their line of thought.

As far as is known, no one
asked these people t o  attend
South Dade; they were t  h e
ones who wanted te• attend the
school. T h e y  knew the name
of the school before. Should
we destroy something for cuch
a few? I f  tradition means so
much t o  t h i s  group, why
do they not follow their own
tradition? * *  *

THE COMPLAINT about co-
lor on the football team goes
back t o  an old saying, " A l l
work and no play makes Jack
a dull boy." W h y  not work for
a position and then play.

As far as the coaches picking
the Quarterback a t  S o u t h
Dade, i t  seems as i f  their se-
lection was excellent, as they
had one of their best seasons.

NAME WITHHELD

Rebel Editorial
Sound Thinking

Editor, The News Leader:
Thanks for your fine editor-

ial, "Community Damaged by
Rebel Controversy."

If your sound, sane attitude
was taken by students, a  n d
adults, it would be a great help.

I've been saddened by t  h e
miss-use of an honorable sym-
bol for which devoted men died
— but which is history, as you
point out.

I do hope that many w  h o
read your writings wil l consid-
er them.

REV. JAMES R. ROY

Do Away With
Rebel Name

Editor, The News Leader:
Regarding t h e  controversy

presently raging around t  h e
Sc th  Dade Rebels, the .dic-
tionary definition of "rebel" is:
"a person who openly resists
authority or  opposes any con-
trol; to  resist authority, gov-
ernment etc. openly and b y
force; to wage war."

I should think this is a good
enough reason to change t h e
name, regardless of the other
issues involved. I n  this d a y
and age i t  is hardly a name to
cheer, or to be proud of.

AN AMERICAN—'68



By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.
FOR WEEKS and weeks now I

have dreaded coming to the office in
the morning and meeting the usual
pile of  letters to the editor on my
desk, 99 per cent and maybe a little
higher all having to do with the ram-
ifications o f  the Rebel flag i n  one
way or another.

The controversy has sent me to
the library in search of books on the
Civil War a n d  books on whatever
progress the black man and the white
man have made since that happen-

ing—But never in these literary tra-
vels have I  crossed paths with any
levity on the subject, and the matter
has not been unlike acting as a pall-
bearer to someone you were weary
of anyhow. * *  * *

WE KEEP thinking, however,
that maybe the writers have written
their souls out on this Rebel matter
and both sides will sit down together
in exhaustion and let the whole thing
die a decent death. After that, hope-
',Illy, a l l  concerned might take up

matter of studying history rath-
• than rehashing it.
This morning's mail, however, did
trick. I  knew there had to be one

out there who could put this,
other matters, into lighter per-
Live. Obviously the wri ter has
pouting and stewing in  silence

this time when he should have
•n writing letters. However . . .* *  *

)EAR MR. EDITOR of the Paper:
How dare you print letters from

people who ain't the Right type, sir?
Any school near South Dixie High-
way should bear a  name befitting
that Great Road.

When I  see the Rebels' team
teeming onto the field, and that Dix-
ie Flag waving in the smoke from
Turkey Point and hear the song of
that Old Gray Army, I  ain't goin' to
change to  n o  name b u t  WASPS
(White, Anglo -  Saxon, Protestant,
Sciolist.)

Name Withheld as a matter of
life and death.* *  *

Dear Mr. Editor of the Paper:
What an election year!
Hilarious Humphrey, Noxious Nix-

on, or Wierd Wallace.
The Sorrowful SOULS or the Rabid

Rebels.
Let's take our voting t i m e  off

from work, tune in on furious foot-
ball and drink a  deserved draught.
Now there is a challenging choice—
roll call or relax, transportation or
tranquility, test or rest.

May the worst man win; he usual-
ly does.

Name Withheld to avoid being
canned.

NOW SEE, everything isn't so bad,
is it?

Tomorrow may even be better.

Parents Agree
To Investigate
SD Complaints

Almost sixty parents of South der the name Concerned Par-
Dade High students have vol-
unteered to serve on a  board
to investigate the  complaints
of any student, teacher or par-
ent who feels he has been un-
fairly treated in a school situa-
tion.

The white volunteers, p  1 u s
parent volunteers fro mthe Ne-
gro communities served b  y
South Dade, wi l l  represent a
group of over 500 parents who
organized Friday in a move to
demand strict enforcement o f
school rules and policies with-
out regard to race.

Nucleus of the large parent
organization is a group of about
20 parents who first banded to-
gether Aug. 12 to oppose t  h e
demand of a group of b l a c k
students that the name Rebels,
the Rebel flag and the s o n g
Dixie be abolished.

The thinking of many of the
original group apparently has
changed — now their main con-
cern seems to be finding a
way to resolve the widening
split between black and white
students so that the school can
get down to the full-time busi-
ness of education.

This was evident at a public
meeting called b y  the group
Friday for  al l  interested peo-
ple of the community — black
and white.

More than 500 people respon-
ded, and discussion centered
around what many criticized
as the underlying reason fo r
continuing racial bitterness at
the high school — administra-
tive hesitancy to adhere strict-
ly to school rules and policies
and t o  pun ish  v i o l a to r s
uniformly and without regard
to race or community standing.

The audience a t  Friday's
meeting agreed to organize un- vote.

ents Association, a  bi  -  racial
group that aims to:

•  Insist on strict and impar-
tial enforcement of school rules
and policies.

•  See that a student vote on
the name, song and flag ques-
tion is fairly conducted a  n d
that the students' decision i  s
honored by the school adminis-
tration and school board.

•  Seek school board recogni-
tion for CPA so that its investi-
gative committee's f indings
will be heard and heeded.

•  Urge all parents — black
and white — to teach t h e i r
children acceptance o f  other
races.

•  Push for an early student
vote and a quick end to disrup-
tions caused by the controver-
sy, so that students can concen-
trate full-time on their studies.

Om of the few Negroes a t -
tending the meeting was Mrs.
Thomasina Hunter, who h  a s
two children attending S out  h
Dade.

"We all have to solidify and
work together," she told t  h e
assembled parents. " G i v e  us
a.chance to get concerned Ne-
gro parents together to j o i n
you — we don't want our chil-
dren harassed either."

"That's exactly what we want
to hear," commented F r e d
Fuchs, o n e  o f  the original
group of parents.

After the meeting, a l m o s t
60 people volunteered to serve
on the investigative committee
and Mrs. Hunter said she will
contact other Negro parents to
join and to serve on the com-
mittee.

Temporary chairman of  the
organization, Jack Levy, s a i d
today the committee likely will
not be set up and ready to op-
erate until after the  student

04,



On Rebels, Jews, Blacks,
Whites, Kosher Pickles

Editor, The News Leader:
Let me be of some assistance

to you in keeping alive t  h e
blacks vs. white issue as well
as f i l l  up the editorial page to
prevent you subjecting y o u r
readers to TWO instead of just
one o f  Brookshire's scintilla-
tions.

The Afro -  Americans claim
the word "Rebels" i s  oppres-
sive to them, that the song "Dix-
ie" is degrading, and the Con-
federate flag is used to remind
them that their distant ances-
tors were  slaves; therefore,
all of these things must cease
and desist at ONCE or ELSE.* *

IT DOESN'T seem to matter
that the white students insist
that these symbols do n  o t
mean slavery to them, nor is
it their intent to imply i t  when
using these things — i t  s t i l l
makes the A f ro  -  American
think this way so it HAS to go.

Julian Bond of Georgia, at a
recent tea party of the Great
Society, frequently referred to
his group as "Rebels." B  u t
then everyone knows he is a
white man using a  very good
sun lamp — because all Afro -
Americans everywhere natur-
ally think of slavery when the
term "Rebels" is used.

And Bond, i f  he is  for real,
would be the first to want the
Civil War and all things p  e r-
taining thereto or results there-
from erased from memory or
reference for all time.

Please inform your public of
the following: The word SOUL
has only one connotation t  o
me and my group — and that
is religious. I  don't care what
the Afro Americans say i  t
means to them, i t  means reli-
gion to me and I  demand they
stop using i t  a t  ONCE o  r
ELSE. * *  *

IT IS oppressive to me t  o
have i t  used for the purpose
they are using it ,  and I  think
they are doing i t  only to  re-
mind m e  tha t  some people
don't have any religion a  n d
don't believe in my religion —
and this i s  very oppressive.

Then I  belong t o  another
group that really are oppress-
ed by a certain situation. The
ancestors of the Jews didn't
just make a  slave o f  Christ,
they crucified Him.  T h e r e -
fore, I  think all  the Stars o f
David. a l l  Jewish names and
all Jewish jokes on TV should
be removed.

All these Jewish signs, sym-
bols, songs, names, etc. do
NOT mean what THEY say i t
does, i t  only means what I
think it does. I  am oppressed
and degraded by i t  and I  want
ALL of i t  to cease NOW.* *  *

AND MOST of all, I  want all
Kosher pickles removed from
the supermarkets immediately
as they are a  tremendous re-
minder of you know what.

As a  Southerner I  demand
that the New Yo rk  Yankees
change their name yesterday,
if not sooner. They ' re  using
that name on purpose as a con-
stant reminder to me that my
ancestors lost the Civi l  War.
Again, I  feel deeply oppressed
and degraded.

Could I  please put in a word
for my Indian friends? T  h e
Indians tell me that now both
the black and the white man
knows what a  poor Red man
has been going through a  I 1
these years.

I quote: " W h i t e  man wave
flag of Old Glory and sing 'My
Country 'Tis of Thee,' when he
know it not his country but Red
man's country. Wh i t e  man do
it just to make Indian oppress-
ed and degraded. M u s t  stop
or Indian go on war path."* *  *

IN ADDITION the  Indians
say the name "Dallas C  o w-
boys" is offensive, and t  h e

biggest blow is when the white
man names a ball team "Wash-
ington Indians", because they
are always losing, too.

So please, no more American
flag and no more references to
America's history as i t  is just
too painful a  reminder o f
guess who lost that one.

Lest Brookshire s t i l l  h  a s
room for one more essay o  n
the celestial joys of  bachelor-
hood (ugh) or he disenters one
more fascinating relative, have
him play like a  reporter and
go down to the EOPI and ask
questions about the Californian
(not Afro - American) who ad-
vised those young people t  o
not listen to explanations o  r
reasons but to stand firm i n
their demands.* *  *

HE HAS been successful i n
causing a  total r i f t  between
blacks and whites a t  S o u t h
Dade High when a  few rude
and crude black and whites
tried all last year to do i t  but
failed.

HARRIS JONES

NI, N/62



Changing Rebel Name
Would Hurt Whites, Too

Editor, The News Leader:

As a  white student at South
Dade High, I  feel the b l a c k
students are completely unrea-
sonable in their demanding the
change of the name, "Rebs."* *

THE BLACK students h  a ve
many arguments t o  support.
their cause and the whole stu-
dents also have their  argu-
ments.

In his speech i n  assembly
Wednesday morning, a  SOUL
member said that only ignor-
ant people held on to tradition
and the past.

To me he and SOUL are con-
tradicting themselves because
they are holding on to the past
in this business o f  the  Civi l
War and the Confederacy.

Did the blacks ever think of
the money involved in  chang-
ing the name. T h e  annual,
uniforms, flags, etc. a l l  have
the Rebel symbol, the Confed-

erate flag.
Yet the blacks say i f  w  e

were really sincere in  o  u r
point of  view we would think
of how i t  hurts them to go to
school under this name.* *  *

DON'T THEY think that i f
the name's changed we, t  h e
whites, wi l l  be  hurt? T  h e
blacks all feel that we're being
selfish in wanting to keep our
school name and tradition, yet
aren't they being so to demand
the name be changed?

These signatures support my
letter: L i n d a  Myers, Linda
Kummel, D o n  Callahan, Don
Kimball, Dianne Griffith, Don
Cogswell, Ray Lumpkin, Deb-
bie Duncan, Linda Bayce, Ka-
thy Fredrick, Debbie Warren,
Jackie Smith, Marsha Pinks-
ton, Juani ta  Lilly, C a t h y
Bracknell, Becky Butler, Jan-
is Sneed, Sharon Baggett, Di-
ane Stewart.

MARILYN THOMPSON

Consider White Students,
SOUL Members Urged

Editor, The News Leader:

I  am not writing this letter
in answer to any particular let-
ter written to The News Lead-
er, but simply to express m y
feelings concerning the present
situation at South Dade High.* *  *

I HAVE had the opportunity
to listen to two of SOUL's rep-
resentatives and have talked to
one personally. T h e y  argue
that i t  is foolish i f  we want to
keep the name "Rebel" f  o r
reasons of tradition.

They tell us that tradition is
living in the past and that we
shouldn't. M y  question t  o
SOUL is this: I f  we shouldn't
live in the past by holding on
to tradition why should you be
oppressed b y  something that
took place over 100 years ago?
To my knowledge the 100 years
has passed.

William Shakespeare wrote
in Romeo and Juliet, "What's
in a  name? T h a t  which we

call a rose, by any other name
would smell as sweet . .  . "

The black students feel they
arc being mistreated at South
Dade. T h i s  is debatable, but
do they feel they will be treat-
ed differently i f  the Rebel
name is changed?

The same students, adminis-
tration and rules will be pres-
ent. T h e y  will have no more
rights than they, o r  any other
student at South Dade has now.

* *  *
NO ONE is capable of being

the judge of  this situation be-
cause no one can say who is
right and who is wrong. I f
SOUL, however, thinks w  e
are wrong for wanting to keep
the name "Rebel," I  wish they
would step back and take a
long look at themselves.

Please SOUL, t r y  to  under-
stand our side as you have ask-
ed us to understand yours.

KAREN JOHNSON
Senior, South Dade

Forget The
Civil Warv,--4

i Editor, The News Leader:
-- I n  school we have discovered
the motives for not  changing
the name "Rebel." T h e  Ne-
groes say that tradition i s  no
reason to keep the name "Reb-
el." * *

THEY SAY we should dis-
continue using and remember-
ing the past and look forward
to the future.

I believe this is  an exceed-
ingly good idea but that they
are applying i t  incorrectly.
They should apply i t  to their
reason for wanting to change
the name.
They s a y  t h a t  i t  reminds
them of the Civil War a  n d
what the war stood for. W h y
can't they forget the past and
live in the future?

At football games I  stood up
and shouted "Go Rebs." When
I shouted these two little words
I  thought of our football team
and school I  never w  ais
thinking of the Civil War.* *  *

WHEN I  hear or  read t  h e
name "Rebels" I  immdieately
think of South Dade High, not
the Civil War.

Why can't SOUL a n d  i ts
members forget about the Civ-
il War and think of the future
of South Dade High.

WAYNE PRESSNALL
Junior, South Dade



Record In S. District

Schools Pack'em In
South distr ict  schools enroll-

ed a  record 30,462 students i n
the f irst week of operation — a
2,205 increase over last year —
the Dade County Schools office
disclosed today.

The percentage o f  increase
(7.80) was  the  second highest
for any distr ict  i n  the county
school system. I t  was exceed-
ed on ly  by  the southwest dis-
trict, which added 2,937 s tu -
dents for an 8 per cent increase.

Countywide, a  record 227,826
children were enrolled i n  t  h e
first week, an increase of near-
ly 12,000 over  last  year. O f
this figure, 5,949 are kindergar-
ten children, most of whom en-
rolled this year for  the f i r s t

lime as Dade launched its f irst
free countywide kindergarten
program.

South district schools posting
pupil gains, with last year's en-
rollment at  the same time list-
ed i n  parentheses, a re  as fol-
lows:

Elementary —  Avocado, 644
(611); C o l o n i a l  D r i v e ,  9 6 1
(816); Neva K ing Cooper, 505
(446); Cora l  Reef, 982 (756);
Cutler Ridge, 1,354 (882); Flor-
ida City, 397 (300); Goulds, 311
(294); H o w a r d  Dr ive ,  1 , 0 1 8
(894); Leisure Ci ty,  744 (733);
Miami Heights, 994 (802); Na-
ranjo, 449 (412): Palmetto, 967
(930); Perrine, 530 (453); Pine-
crest, 823 (765); Redland, 649

(572); Redondo, 3 8 8  ( 3 7 8 ) ;
Richmond, 580 (579);  S o u t h
Miami Heights, 1,046 (1003);
West Homestead, 614 (545).

Secondary — Palmetto High,
3,139 (2,866); Palmetto Junior
High, 1,964 (1,865); Red land
Junior High,  846 (793); South
Dade High, 1,352 (1,309); Home-
stead J u n i o r  H i g h ,  1 , 3 8 9
(1,068); Cut ler  Ridge J  u n for
High, 2,048 (1,875).

South distr ict  schools which
dropped in  enrollment included
these:

Elementary —  A i r  Base,
1,189 (1,196); Gulfstream, 597
(619); R .  R .  Moton, 567 (634);
Pine Villa, 1,053 (1,064); Whis-
pering Pines, 618 (740); A .  L .
Lewis, 582 (635).

Secondary —  M a y s  J u n i o r
High 647 (660); West H  o m e-
stead Junior High, none, com-
pared with 258 last year, ( jun-
ior high grades a t  this school
have been dropped. effect ive
this year.)

Enrollment a t  southwest dis-
trict schools located i n  t  h e
South D a d e  a r e a ,  compared
with last year's at this time, is
as follows:

Kenwood Elementary,  1,078
(918); Richmond Heights Jun-
ior High, sixth grade, 226 (208):
Vineland E l e m e n t a r y,  8 6 6
(810); Ki l l ian High ninth grade
578 (342); Ki l l ian High, grades
10-12, 2,236 (1,876): Richmond
Heights Junior High, grades 7-
9, 1,245 (1,112).



For Students

MDJC OKs
Strict Code
Of Conduct

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

Miami-Dade Junior College trustees Wednesday adopted
a code of student conduct and discipline aimed at letting stu-
dents know what they can and cannot do.

A number of the regulations clearly are aimed at giving
the college authority to move in  case
of student demonstrations.

Trustee J. Neville McArthur said
the college probably will he attacked
for it, but "students are always telling
us we didn't let  them know in  ad-
vance what they can or cannot do."

The code says students are subject
to disciplinary action f o r  obstruction
or disruption o f  teaching, research,
administration, d i sc ip l i na ry  p r o c e -
dures, o r  other college activities, i n -

J. N .  M c A r t h u r  cluding its public service functions, or
. . .  let's them know o f  other authorized activities on col-

lege premises."
Even broader i s  a  regulation t ha t  prohibits "conduct

which adversely affects the student's suitability as a member
of the academic community."

The code spells out  disciplinary measures fo r  such of-
fenses as dishonesty by knowingly furnishing false informa-
tion to the college; forging or misusing college documents;
stealing or damaging college property; physically abusing any
person on college-owned or  controlled property or  at college
sponsored or supervised activities; and using or entering col-
lege facilities without proper authorization.

Modeled after regulations at the University of California,
the code gives college officials authority tt, impose censure,
suspension, dismissal, or  expulsion for violation of  college
regulations.

Dr. Peter Masiko sai dthe failure of a number of impor-
tant colleges and universities in the country to handle trouble
on their campuses, points up the need to give college officials
a specific basis on which to operate.

He said a  second document spelling out students' rights
also is being prepared.

Vote Set
On School
Nickname

South Dade H igh  School
students w i l l  vo te  Monday
on changing t h e  school 's
nickname, the Rebels.

Temporary S o u t h  D a d e
Principal Howard  Crabtree
authorized two assemblies to
be he ld  a t  9  a.m.  today.
Three white and three Negro
students, i n  each assembly,
will be  allowed seven min-
utes to explain their reasons
for o r  against  t h e  n a m e
c h a n g  e. Fo l lowing t h e i r
talks, the f loor w i l l  be open
to general discussion, g iv ing
individual students t h e  op-
portunity t o  express t h e i r
views. Crabt ree s a i d  t h e
hour-long assemblies wi l l  be
extended an extra half-hour
if necessary.

A 6 0 -student committee
met Wednesday and recom-
mended the assemblies and
the election, using voting
machines, on Monday. Their
proposals were approved by
an evenly divided, 38-mem-
ber student-faculty board.

Mrs. Be t ty  Gilkey, south
district s c h o o l  superinten-
dent, said the voting wi l l  be
conducted along l ines pre-
scribed for county elections.
Students will have to register
and s i gn  a  vo t ing  receipt
when they cast their ballots.
Voting w i l l  •  be conducted
during morning class hours,
so t h e  results can h e  an -
nounced before the  end o f
the school day.

South Dade Principal Wi l -
liam Wilson is on sick leave,
under doctors orders. Crab-
tree is acting principal on a
"temporary day-to-day a s -
signment," Mrs. Gilkey said.

Crabtree reportedly acted
swiftly i n  app ly ing  s t e r n
discipline f o r  ru les in f rac-
tions Wednesday. According
to a  reliable report, several
students were given five-day
suspensions f  r om schoo l
when a f ight broke out in a
school parking lot.

One o f  t h e  ch ie f  com-
plaints o f  students and par-
ents, has been the charge
that ru le  enforcement was
lax under Wilson's adminis-
tration. Wilson was i l l  and
under the care o f  a  doctor
before school opened.



NIL
Black S:ildents 'Wave '11'j

U.S. Flags At South Dade
About 50 black students, ma-

ny of them waving small Amer-
ican flags, demonstrated a  t
South Dade High Srhocl t h i s
morning.

The students clustered i  n
front o f  the school building
waving the U. S. flag and yell-
ing.

As the  otherwise peaceful
demonstration g r e w  noisier,
temporary principal H  o w and
Crabtree warned the students
that they would either have to
go to class, take a school bus

back home o r  demonstrate
peacefully.

The demonstrators m i s s  ed
first period classes bu t  later
returned to the school building
to attend second period assem-
bly.

In the meantime, many o  f
the parents o f  the black stu-
dents came to the school t  o
quiet them.

The parents collected t  h e
flags.

Crabtree said he could n  e t
permit any symbols that might

serve to incite any students .
Charles Ha r r i s ,  assistant

principal, told students over a
public address system inside
the school, i f  Rebel flags and
other markings w e r e  o n
students' cars in the parking
lot they had permission to  go
rut and remove them, fearing
possible damage to the vehi-
cles. -

South Dade High School has
been embroiled in a controver-
sy over the student body's use
of the Rebel name, flag a  n d
other trappings. N e t

dents contend the Rebel sym-
bols are offensive to them a s
reminders of the Civil War i n
which Negro slavery was a  n
issue.

go,ith Dade  students are
scheduled to vote Monday o  n
whether to retain the nickname
"Rebels."

Phrasing of the question i  s
being worked out by a commit-
tee of students, with adult su-
pervision, according to  M i s s
Elizabeth Gilkey, supervisor of
the south district.

Crabtree, filling in for South
Dade Principal William Wilson
who is on sick leave under
doctor's care, authorized two
assemblies to be held t  o d a y.
Three white and three Negro
students were to be allowed at
each assembly seven minutes
to give their reasons against or
for a name change.

Crabtree, whose regular po-
sition is  principal a t  Redland
.Junior High School, called an
assembly Tuesday a n d  to l d
students that all rules and pol-
icies of the school will be en-

without exception.
Earlier in the day fighting is

said to have broken out in the
parking lot and it was reliably
reported that several students
drew suspensions as a result.

A chief complaint of parents
and students has been a charge
that discipline had become lax
under Wilson's administration
since the opening of school this
fall.

The South Dade principal
was i l l  and under a  doctor's
care before school opened.



On Name Vote

S. Dade I I
Stays calm

By BILL SHELDON
Herald Spor ts  Wr i t e r

They are the South Dade
Rebels, and they wi l l  stil l be
Rebels when they open their
season nex t  Thursday night

That's w h a t  Coach L e o
Martin thinks. Tha t  i s  also
what p layers  G a r y  M i l l s ,
Robin Rhodes, Randy McMi-

chael and  J i m  DiBenedetto
believe.

Even the Student Organi-
zation for  Unity and Liberty
(SOUL), which has sought to
banish t h e  name "Rebels,"
knows t h a t  t h e  name w i l l
remain.

.The South Dade student
body assembled Thu rsday
morning t o  h e a r  opposing
views i n  t h e  dispute. T h e
mood seemed tense and  a
near-fight finally brought the
meeting to an end. Later six
students were suspended 10
days for fighting.

But n o t  one  o f  t h e  6 5
members o f  the Rebel foot-
ball team has been involved
in the trouble.

The issue w i l l  come t o  a
vote Monday morning. B u t
SOUL President Otis Wallace
has threatened a  black stu-
dent boycott  o f  the  vot ing
and hinted tha t  SOUL may
try other means t o  out law
the nickname h e  f inds  " a
symbol o f  oppression t o  m y
people," including a  "bloody
battle."

"We're s tay ing c l ea r  o f
everything, and not taking a
chance on getting thrown out
of school," said quarterback
McMichael. " I  guess every-
body knows how the football
team feels, but as far as get-
ting up and saying anything,
everybody's keeping quiet.

"My b r o t h e r  w e n t  t o
South Dade, and all the time
I was growing u p  I  never
thought about this thing —
slavery and the Confederacy
and all that, and I  can speak
for t h e  w h o l e  school  o n
this."

Linebacker Mi l l s  said, " I
did see their way for a while
about t h e  nickname, b u t
when t h e y  started th rea t -
ening today I didn't like that.
I t h i n k  w e  w o u l d  h a v e
changed t h e  name  i f  w e
could have."

"I feel a lot closer to these
kids t h a n  I  have  t o  a n y
group before and maybe i t 's
because o f  this thing," Mar-
tin said.

"Sure, they're gong to play
Dixie nex t  Thursday. Sure,
they're going t o  wave t he
Rebel f lag .  W h y  shouldn't
they? I t ' s  t h e i r  nickname,

6 Suspended
In Row Over
School 'Name'

By BILL BLOSS
And ARNOLD MARKOWITZ

Herald S ta f f  Wr i t e r s

Tempers flared and racial
tension mounted Thursday at
South D a d e  H i g h  School,
with s i x  students drawing
10-day suspensions for  fight-
ing and Negroes threatening
to boycott an election.

The controversy, born late
last spring, is over the nick-
name "Rebels" used b y  the f
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school's athletic teams and
the school  song,  " D i x i e . '
Negro students w a n t  t h e
nickname and song changed.

The Student Council had
scheduled a vote on the mat-
ter f o r  M o n d a y,  b u t  a
spokesman f o r  Negro  s t u -
dents said they  wou ld  n o t
vote.

Thursday's trouble began
early, when  about  2 5  N e -
groes marched in front of the
school, carrying small Ameri-
can f lags. A c t i n g  Principal
Howard Crabtree reminded
them of his rule against car-
r y i n g f l a g s  o n  s c h o o l
grounds, a n  o r d e r  g i v e n
Wednesday when white stu-
dents c a r r i e d  Confederate
flags.

Crabtree told the students
they cou ld  n o t  en te r  t h e
school w i t h  the flags. They
soon handed them over  t o
Mrs. Merian Smith, assistant
director of  the John F.  Ken-
nedy Center of the Economic
Opportunity Program Inc.

Mrs. Smith and EOPI field
workers were on the scene to
act as peacemakers. Later a
number o f  D a d e  C o u n t y
sheriff's deputies and School
Board securi ty men  joined
the effort.

They were the ones who
stopped the fights that broke
out as students were going to
lunch.

Three fights were report-
ed, each between a white boy
and a  Negro boy. Crabtree
suspended t h e  participants
after a  hear ing,  o rder ing
them not  t o  appear on the
campus for 10 days.

During the morning hours,
two special assemblies were
staged to  give opposing fac-
tions in the dispute a chance
to air their complaints. Soph-
omores and seniors attended
one, juniors and the other.

The s o p h o m o r e -senior
assembly was ended by Leo-
nard L. Teaster, faculty advi-
sor t o  the Student Council,
when it threatened to get out
of hand.
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At South Dade High School

White Students

SOUTH DADE students mill around in parking lot after staging walkout at the school this morning.



Stage Walkout
Return To A i r  Gripes

By JEANNETTE ROBINS
Between 70 to 100 white South

Dade H i g h  School students
walked out this morning saying
they were tired of being threa-
teneci by black students and
tired of  being unable to walk
through corridors because o f
gatherings of blacks.

They also complained of the
school's suspension of w h i t e
students earlier who had tried
to defend themselves i n  con-
frontations which, they said,
were initiated by blacks.

More than two dozen students
have been suspended in the past
week, with black students slight-
ly in  the majority, school of-
ficials said.

The students asked s c h o of
authorities i f  they would be ac-
cepted back into school again,
as black students were after a
flag raising demonstration yes-
terday.

Marvin Griep, director o  f
high schools for the South Dis-
trict told the students t h a t
"Nobody has been suspended
yet for  this walkout."

Students accepted his sugges-
tion to return t o  the  school
building and sit down for a
group conference to a i r  their
gripes.

After a  two-hour conferenec,
most elected to return to class-
es. A  few chose to leave the
school grounds, thus facing pos-
sible suspension.

A number o f  parents, a p -
parently there to pick up stu-
dents who had planned to walk

out, were also invited into the
conference.

Students had been told this
morning that the school intends
to hold an extremely firm line
in enforcing all  school rules
and policies. T h e  students
were instructed not  t o  leave
the school during lunch per-
iods and were told that no one
was supposed to be out of their
classrooms without an official
pass.

Some of  the walkers voiced
resentment that the  situation
has warranted such drastic
measures.

Griep, and acting principal
Howard Crabtree, met w i t h
students and parents t o  iron
out difficulties this morning.

Some students said they had
come to  school th is morning
only to  register for a student
vote Monday on whether t  o
keep the Rebel name, f  1 a g,
song and colors.

Several parents said t h e y
endorsed their childrens' walk-
out because the students have
complained they have b e e n
repeatedly threatened.

School authorities had ap -
parently been tipped a b o u t
walkout plans.

There were a  number o  f
school security personnal o  n
hand as well as officials of the
city o f  Homestead and mem-

ben' of the Community Rela-
tions Board.

Several p l a i n  clothesmen
were. at the school as well as
several uniformed ooficers.

On the  scene were Capt.
Richard McFarland and L t .
Joe Willis.

Most students were not disor-
derly but a number expressed
resentment at a  recent school
directive prohibiting the dis-
play of Rebel emblems or any
emblem that tends to i n c i t e
student feelings.

One youth engaged in a scuf-
fle and was arrested for stri-
king a police officer.

Unrest was not confined t  o
the high school. " Inc idents"
were reported a t  Homestead
Junior High School as w  e 11,
and local police were called
over to the school Thursday
afternoon as classes dismissed
for the day.

Administrators a t  the school
were in conference this morn-
ing and could not. be reached
for comment. A  spokesman
in the office, however, said that
things were "under control."

A number o f  parents kept
their ch i ldren h o m e  f rom
school today. A c t u a l  attend-
ance figures at the junior high
school were not available a t
mid-morning, but a spokesman
said the absentee rate w  a s
not "unusual."



School Walhom,1,- Fizzles;
A Fen Leme i- Homestead

Parents
Organize

An es'.imated 400 parents of
South Dade High School s  t u-
dents, inc:uding some 40 from
the black community, official-
ly organized last night C  o n-
cerned Parents Organization
(CPO).

The parents elected Jack Le-
vy temporary chatninti a n  d
Fret lAtElis, co-chairman.

They agreed that the organi-
zation's main concern would be
to quell racial bitterness at the
school and to provide a n  at -
mosphere conducive to learn-
ing.

The group voted to accept as

By ARNOLD MARKOWITZ
And BILL BLOSS

Herald S ta f f  Wr i t e r s

A South Dade High School
student was arrested Friday
for slugging a  plainclothes
police officer, shortly before
a planned student walkout
fizzled for lack of  wide sup-
port.

members parents o f  students
attending South Dade and any
of its feeder schools.

Ministers are also fo be ac-
cepted as voting members be-
cause of their concern for stu-
dent members of their congre-
gations.

C r i o r  C011CP/71P, l  —
relatives, , a d  :nose
with civic hum w o l  be ac-
cepted as assoi atp aember,
without vote.

Levy and Fuchs were direc-
ted to name a  bi-racial com-
mittee which wil l  select a  bi-
racial slate of permanent offi-
cers.

Holmes Braddock, s c h o o l
board member, addressed the
group after the organizational
proceedings.

"Your real problem," Brad-
dock t o l d  t h e  parents," is
what's going to happen af ter
the students vote Monday."

"Somehow we have to get the
message across that  nothing
can be gained by altercations.
We have football games and a
number of other school activi-
ties coming up. I f  some dumb
individual runs around the field
waving a  Rebel f lag incites
problems i n  the stands —
though he may have a perfect_
right to, nothing can be gained
by such action.

"These a r e  your children
that will be on the field and in
the stands," he said.

"If there's any chance at all
that any action you were going
to take might hurt, for God's
sake, don't do i t , "  Braddock
urged parents and students.

Students are to vote Monday
on six questions —  1.  Rebel
name. 2 .  gong "Dixie". 3 .
Rebel f lag. 4 .  Confederate
type band uniform. 5 .  Colors
Blue and Grey. 6 .  School pa-
per name "Rebel Review.".

With an enrollment of  1,400,
of whom about 180 are black
students, results of the elections
are "pretty predictable," Ne-
gro parents charge.

But another walkout d id
take p lace  a t  Homestead
Junior High, where an esti-
mated 3 0 - 5 0  p u p i l s  l e f t
school.

School officials blamed the
junior h igh school walkout
on agitators f rom the high
school s tudent  body.  T h e
younger pupils were stopped

1 b y  Homestead police before
they got  three blocks f rom
school and were turned over
to their parents.

A walkout at  South Dade
High was planned Thursday
night, when about 50 white
students decided t o  leave
after the start o f  the school
day. They claimed they had
been threatened b y  Negro
students.

The student body has been
split b y  a  controversy over
the school song, "Dixie" and
use of the nickname "Rebels"
by a th le t i c  teams. N e g r o
students have been protest-
ing that the song and nick-
name are degrading.

On T h u r s d a y ,  several
fights b r o k e  o u t  between
Negro and  wh i te  students,
and the  fighters were  sus-
pended for 10 days by Acting
Principal Howard Crabtree.

Deputies at Metro's South
Dade substat ion ident i f ied
the arrested boy  as  James
Edward Johns, 18 ,  o f  707
NW Eighth Ave., Homestead.
Deputy Joe  Va i l ,  i n  p la in
clothes, stopped Johns as he
was leaving a  meeting o f

Crabtree and the protesting
students.

"He f o u g h t  h a r d , "  t h e
eeputy said. -

Johns, who said he did not
realize Vail was a policeman,
was charged with assault and
battery end resisting arrest
with violence. H e  was  r e -
leased on $750 bond.

Police said Va i l  stopped
the student to  question him
as he left the meeting, appar-
ently on the way to  a  f i rst
period class.

He., 21-11-
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`Old South'
Symbols Keep
S. Dade Edgy

By JUANITA GREENE
Herald Urban Affairs Witter

Should t h e  Confederate f l a g  f l y  a s  t h e  h igh
school banner over a mostly white student body with
a growing number of Negroes, when some of the Ne-
groes object?

luickq.!toktio,
the largest almost a l l
black.

After more than a  month o f  growing contro-
versy, community leaders are work ing desperately
behind the scenes to settle the situation into a "cool-
ing o f f "  period. Then i t  is their hope to get the two
groups talking again in calm voices.

*  *  *
DESPITE its southern rural background and pro-

portionately high Negro population, the South Dade
area has made i t  through the integration era o f  the
past 10 years in a relatively peaceful manner, points
out Homestead Mayor Wil l iam Dickinson. I ts  whi te
leaders certainly don't want trouble now, he said.

Though the issue at  the school has spilled over
into the whole community, the key to a peaceful set-
tlement appears t o  l ie  wi th in  the school —  in  the
name, the flag, the uniforms, the song.

Dickinson, l ike many o f  the whites, does not
think a change at this time would help matters at all.
But he is hopeful something might be worked out
later by "level heads' on both sides.

"Under the circumstances," he said, "things have
been pushed to the point where a change would cause
as many o r  more problems than we  have now, no t
because there shouldn't be a  change, b u t  because
feelings on both sides are running so high."

Should the band wear
Confederate uniorms and
play "Dixie"? I s  "Rebel"
the proper nickname f o r
an integrated school?

These questions h a v e
split not only South Dade
High but the whole South
Dade c o m m u n i t y  i n t o
unequal, angry  parts —

white, t he  other  almost a l l

; m  t
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The emotional temperature reached i t s  peak
Thursday, when a student assembly called. to discuss
the proposed changes broke up  i n  f i s t  f ights. T h e
presence o f  p l a i n  c lo thed D a d e  sher i f f 's  depu -
ties, school security men, a new and tougher acting
principal and a large group of Negro mothers kept the
fury from spreading.

But, points out student body president Libby
Cool, the question of the name and the other changes
had dominated school life since this year's opening,
and only once in the nine days did the situation get
temporarily out of hand.

Much of the discussion had been generated by the
Student Council, which prior to the opening of school
had met wi th  representatives o f  the black students
and school officials and come up with a plan. I t  was
to give the black student leaders an opportunity to
present their views to the whole student body, then to
determine whether there was any possiblity the ma-
jority would favor the changes.

*  *  *
"WHEN SCHOOL started I had a lot of hope that

things could be worked out," said Miss Cool, an at-
tractive wh i te  student f rom a  comfortable, middle
class family. " I  was hoping both the blacks and the
whites would give a little, would f ind some compro-
mise. What I really wanted was better communication
between the blacks and the whites."

The blacks got their first opportunity at the first
assembly, the second day of school, but i t  ended be-
fore sufficient t ime f o r  questions and answers. Un-
signed questionnaires collected at  the end of  the as-
sembly indicated a large majority wanted no changes.
Then for  three days the blacks were allowed to visit
each English class to answer questions, accompanied
by a Student Council member who acted as modera-
tor.

Turn to Page 6B, CoL 1



`Rebel' Symbols
By this time, some white

students and  the i r  parents
had begun to  complain that
only the black viewpoint was
being told. A n  organization
of white students and anoth-
er o f  wh i te  parents w e r e
formed a t  mass meetings in
H o m e s t e a d. The parents
group, headed by Jack Levy,

• sent a  delegation t o  meet
with W i l l i a m  Wi lson,  t h e
veteran, ailing and harrassed
principal, who later went on
indefinite sick leave because
of ulcers.

Another assembly  w a s
called t o  give both sides a
chance to speak. Three white
students, two black students
and a moderator were on the
stage w h e n  t h e  f i g h t i n g
started Thursday.

The who le  Sou th  D a d e
community was as taut  and
tuned i n  as a  spiderweb t o
the events taking place at the
school, which sits all alone in
the middle o f  the vast veg-
etable fields north o f  Home-
stead. Established in 1953 by
combining Homestead H igh
with i t s  b i g  r iva l  Redlands
High, i t  is  Dade's southern-
most h i g h  school, serv ing
about 1,300 white and about
200 Negro students w i t h  a
somewhat integrated faculty.

The unofficial communica-
tions network had been oper-
ating f o r  several days. A
white student would dial  a
number on the school phone
and the bel l  would r ing  i n
the. Homestead o f f i c e  o f
Levy, a parent, photographer
and civic, church and youth
leader. A  b l a c k  s t u d e n t
would go to a phone and the
message w o u l d  t r a v e l  1 0
miles up the road to the Per-
rine office o f  Odell Johns, a
bail bondsman and political
and civic leader in the South
Dade Negro community.

S. Dade High Band in Recent Parade
. . .  Confederate uniforms an insult to blacks?

9 /  i,s-



Levy a n d  Johns would
then send o u t  t h e  word,
which in  a  community like
South Dade  spreads v e r y
rapidly.

This communications sys-
tem explains why, on Thurs-
day, many black mothers but
few white mothers went t o
the school. Johns sa id  h e
summoned t h e  blacks, and
Levy said he sent out word
to the whites to stay away.

While he dwells a t  length
on w h a t  h e  considers t h e
shortcomings o f  the South
Dade white community in its
relations w i t h  t h e  blacks,
Johns, too, brought u p  the
possibility o f  a peaceful set-
tlement of the controversy.

"I wou ld  l i k e  t o  see a
meeting between the  whi te
power st ructure,  w h o e v e r
they are, and parents of  the
black students," said Johns.
"Then we would see i f  they
can h a v e  negotiations —
where there i s  respect o n
each side, not  conversations

c_

in which the white man tells
the Negro w h a t  h e  wants
done."

Though h e  declared t h e
blacks "w i l l  no t  back down
one inch," Johns later indi-
cated t h a t  o n  some points
there might be a  possibility
for negotiation. M a n y  per-
sons searching for ground on
which to plant a compromise
point out that the name "re-
bel" in  itself does not  apply
specifically to the Civil War.
The "rebels" a t  South Dade
High today, i n  fact, are the
black students, by one of the
dictionary terms.

Johns raised no particular
objection t o  the  word  " r e -
bel," concentrating his objec-
tion on the Confederate flag.

The meaning of the school
symbols, o f  course, i s  very
much at issue. Many whites,
including Levy,  d o  no t  be-
lieve the blacks are sincere
in the i r  objections, b u t  are
using them as an excuse to
raise controversy at the urg-
ing of outside influences.

The blacks, on  the  other
hand, say the whites either
do not understand how deep-
ly they feel about the sym-
bols, o r  dislike Negroes t o
the degree that i t  makes no
difference how  the Negroes
feel.

In the school office Thurs-
day morning, when deputies
were bringing in the comba-
tants, placing the blacks on
one side of  o f  the room and
the whites on the other, the
atmosphere w a s  tense.  A
pretty white g i r l  entered t o
complain t o  t h e  pr inc ipa l
about some o f  t h e  th ings
being said to her in the hall.
While w a i t i n g ,  s h e  a p -
proached Otis Wallace, presi-
dent o f  t h e  b lack  student
group SOUL (Student Orga-.
nization for Unity and Liber-
ty), w h o  was  there urging
the black brothers to cool it.

14 t3 4 L 0 7/k z-,

She was visibly t ry ing t o
curb he r  anger, and i n  a n
a l m o s t  pleading manner
asked:

"Why? Why does the name
mean that much to you? Why
do you want to change it."

Wallace, a  neatly dressed,
good look ing  young  man ,
answered in a soft voice with
the arguments t ha t  he had
stated many times before.

He entered South Dade i n
1965 as a sophomore, coming
from Homestead Junior High,
where h e  h a d  learned t h e
trombone and  acquired t h e
ambition t o  become a  musi-
cian. H e  jo ined  t h e  h i g h
school band. They gave him
a Confederate u n i f o r m  t o
wear, and taught him to play
Dixie.

"I couldn't see myself, a
black man, with this Confed-
erate uniform, a n d  playing
Dixie t o  s h o w  m y  school
spirit. I t  was too much of  a
barrier."

He said he talked t o  the
band director, since depart-
ed, and was informed he had
to wear the uniform and play
the song i f  h e  wanted t o
pass. Otis says he complied,
but grudgingly, because h e
needed the points.

"There I  was, wearing the
same un i form o f  t h e  m a n
who fought t o  the death t o
keep m y  ancestors i n  slav-
ery," said Wallace. "That I
looked ridiculous i s  no t  im-
portant. I t  actually hurt .  I t
really • does mean a  l o t  t o
me."

*  *  *
SAM JONES, who played

on the football team last year
but, l i ke  a l l  the blacks, re-
fuses to  play this year, said
he presented many  o f  t h e
same a rguments  t o  h i s
coaches.

"They told us to sacrifice,"
said Jones, "No t  to  l e t  this
thing stop us f rom playing.
But w e  s a i d  o u r  feelings
were n o t  someth ing  w e
wanted to sacrifice."

Wallace denied t h a t  t h e
decision t o  organize SOUL
this Summer came from the
outside. H e  said t he  b lack
students a t  t he  school had
been trying actively since the
middle of  last school year to
get the symbols changed.

This Summer t h e y  h a d
conferences wi th the princi-
pal, s e n t  let ters t o  o the r
school officials, and went to
the School Board as a  last

resort. T h e  School Board
decided i t  was a n  internal
matter to be handled by the
school, and that is when the
S t u d e n t  Council  started
meeting w i th  SOUL. I t  had
been aware  o f  t h e  b l a c k
grievances, said Libby Cool,
at the end of  the last school
term.

Miss Cool put some of the
blame for  the failure o f  the
blacks to win support on the
"negative" att i tude o f  Ot is
Wallace and Sam Jones a t
the last  assembly. B y  t ha t
time, s h e  sa id ,  t h e y  h a d
stopped answering questions
calmly or completely.

One o f  Levy's complaints
is t h a t  t he  school officials
paid too  much heed t o  the
desires of  the black minority
and not  enough t o  those o f
the white majority.

Wallace complained t h a t
every t ime i t  appeared that
the blacks were making some
progress wi th the white stu-
dents " L e v y  w o u l d  c a l l
another mass  meet ing o f
white parents."

Mayor Dickinson said h e
believed L e v y ' s  g roup  — .
called Concerned Pa ren ts
(which n o w  includes a  few
blacks) has done some good,
mainly by  getting more dis-
cipline in  the school. But he
is not  a  member, though he
has a daughter at the school.
He complained " the re  a r e
not enough involved colored
parents in the organization."

The whites who are fight-
ing hardest against change
stress t h e  school tradition
behind the symbols and mini- I
mize them as relics o f  the
Civil War.

"To m e  t h e  Confederate
flag stands f o r  t h e  South
Dade footbal l  team,"  s a i d
Levy, a n  alumnus o f  o l d
Redlands High. H e  was o n
the booster team tha t  was
organized when South Dade
High was  created and  t h e
area g o t  i t s  f i r s t  foo tba l l
team. I t  was then tha t  the
symbols were chosen. They
were n o t  carryovers f r o m
e i t 11 e r Homestead H i g h ,
which h a d  t h e  nickname
"G ro  w er  s," o r  Redlands
High, which has "Rattlers."

Jones argues t h a t  Negro
students are having to  give
up many o f  their traditions
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Keep School on Edge
as their all-Negro schools are
phased out and they are sent
to formerly all-white schools.
Many Negroes i n  the  area
are forced t o  attend South
Dade H i g h  because t h e
School Board wi l l  no longer
provide them wi th  transpor-
tation t o  a l l -Negro M a y s
High School i n  Goulds. The
policy n o w  includes m a n y
exceptions, b u t  when i t  i s
tightened u p  the Negro en-
rollment a t  South Dade w i l l
increase considerably.

Of t h e  estimated 45,000
persons l iving south o f  Co-
conut Palm Drive (248th St.),
23 per cent are Negro, com-
pared w i t h  a  countywide
Negro population o f  only 15
per cent.

In Florida C i t y  about 60
per cent of the population is
Negro and in  Homestead 35
per cent. The political signifi-
cance o f  t h e  heavy Negro
population also is pointed up
by the fact  that  one voting
precinct i n  South Dade i s
predominantly Negro. I t  i s
next t o  a  precinct tha t  a l -
ways votes conservative and
this year probably will go for
George Wallace.

Some whites claim that all
the b l a c k  students r e a l l y
want to attend Mays and are
simply kicking up the symbol
fuss for  revenge. The whites
also complain tha t  the Ne-
groes have "demanded" i n -
stead o f  "requested" t h e
change.

Otis Wallace replies t ha t
the demand came only after
more than a  year of  making
requests. He  denied he was
interested in attending Mays.

There is, however, a  seg-
ment of the Negro population
which wants t o  keep Mays
predominantly Negro. I t  is an
old school, heavy with tradi-
tion, tha t  the School Board
has been trying to phase out.
Some Negroes c l a i m  t h e
school gives Negro youth the
dignity a n d  i d e n t i t y  t h a t
would b e  l o s t  a s  a  b lack
minority i n  a n  integrated
school.

Wallace predicted M a y s
eventually will be phased out
with a l l  the Negro students
attending integrated schools.
That, he said, is one reason

he and the other blacks a t
South Dade are fighting the
battle of the sumbols.

" I  can look a t  the white
side, and I  know they wil l  be
mad," h e  said.  " B u t  t he i r
feelings are  upset on ly  f o r
this year.  The  whites t h a t
come a long  i n  t h e  fu tu re
years won' t  be upset i f  the
changes are made this year.
But every black student com-
ing here every year w i l l  be
upset by  that  f lag and that
song and that name."

The trouble at South Dade
lapped o v e r  t o  Homestead
E l e m e n t a r y  Friday after
carloads o f  wh i t e  students
drove a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l
waving Confederate f l a g s .
Negro jun io r  h igh students
then assembled en masse aft-
er school and  marched t o -
gether t o  the Negro a  r e a,
blocking the  street o n  t h e
way.

At South Dade High acting
principal Howard  Crabtree,
brought over from Redlands
Junior H i g h  a n d  w i d e l y
hailed b y  t he  whites a s  a
good disciplinarian, banned
all flags from the high school
in an attempt to  keep tem-
pers down. This pu t  h im i n
the position of taking Ameri-
can f lags away  f rom about
50 Negro students who  ap-
peared wi th them Thursday,
the day of the big blow up.

The next big event i n  the
controversy w i l l  come Mon-
day, w h e n  s tuden ts  a r e
scheduled t o  cast votes o n
each o f  t h e  questions o f
whether to change the name,
color, f l ag ,  b a n d  un i form,
and name  o f  t h e  school
newspaper, Rebel Review.

*  *  *
THE BLACKS, said Wal -

lace wi l l  not  participate. He
and everyone else was pre-
dicting tha t  even w i t h  t he
blacks v o t i n g  t h e  resu l t s
would b e  overwhelmingly
against any change.

"The election Is ridiculous
as far  as the black students
are concerned," said Otis. " I t
will serve no purpose. They
will b e  vot ing o n  a  moral
wrong, and the results won't
change it."

The e v e n t  t h a t  wor r ies
everybody most is the foot-
ball g a m e  scheduled f o r
Thursday n igh t  a t  a  f i e ld
which is inside the c i ty litn-

Nickname 'Rebels' Is Sore Point
. . .  blacks say it's a degrading symbol

its. I t  i s  expected tha t  the
game w i l l  be  postponed o r
some adjustment w i l l  b e
made in the arrangements —
like allowing students only to
attend, o r  playing i t  some-
where else.

The f i r s t  s choo l  dance,
scheduled f o r  l a s t  Fr iday,
was canceled.

Some t a l k  among b o t h
blacks and whites is becom-
ing increasingly militant. As
usually happens i n  rac ia l
controversies, the moderates
have become almost invisi-
ble. They  a re  n o t  talking,
perhaps out of fear.

It i s  t h e  vo ice  o f  r a w
hatred a n d  racism t h a t  i s
most often heard. And i t  is
this t a l k  t h a t  spurs  t h e
thoughtful leaders on in their
search for a solution.

To hear  some conversa-
tions, a n  ou ts ider  w o u l d
think the people are about to
fight the Civil War  all over
again.

Blacks talk seriously of an
economic boycott i f  al l  else
fails. Whites long past high

school a g e  speed a round
town in cars flying the Con-
federate flag. Large groups
of each race  have  secret
meetings and mass rallies.

But t h e  churches a r e
trying to do something. The
ministers, too,  a re  meeting
secretly. So are some moder-
ates, both black and white.

"My own thinking," says
Mayor Dickinson, "is that we
should en l i s t  t h e  s incere
whites and blacks. Then each
could handle the radicals i n
their groups. T h e  biggest
problem is to  restrain those
people who inflame the situa-
tion."

M tY1 -
C  I n  1 . 1 3  ,c
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Black Parents, Youths Say:
`Let's Stand Totrether in This'

By THIRLEE SMITH
Herald S ta f f  W r i t e r

About 150 black adults and
youths met Saturday to plan
action against South Miami-
Dade Senior High's Confed-
erate name, Confederate song
and Confederate dress.

Odell Jones,  spokesman
for t h e  b lack  parents a n d
students, presided a t  t h e
meeting a t  U n i t e d  F a i t h
Church Hall in Goulds.

"We are here .  . .  to fight
South Dade's racism. This is
a solidarity meeting for a l l
black folks o f  this commu-
nity," Jones said.

"I don't want any cries o f
'outside agitation.'  W e  a l l
live in South Dade and things
here just aren't right.

"We a re  n o t  alone. T h e
Black Brothers For Progress
are here tonight and we are
sure glad to see them."

Cheers and amens broke
from the crowd.

Bill Miles, associate direc-
tor of the Florida Council on
Human Relations, said "The

use of  the Rebel name alone
is illegal t o  us because our
forefathers came u p  under
the rebel i n  slavery and no
black child today is going to
go to school under it."

"I ' l l  b e  damned i f  t h e y
can't phase o u t  t h e  s o n g
Dixie, the  Confederate f lag,
the Rebel name and the Rebel
uniform," he said.

Group

"Display o f  the confeder-
ate flag to any Negro stands
for discrimination and bigot-
ry," Miles said.

Mrs. Doris Icin, a  parent,
said, "Tha t  same o ld  Rebel
flag cost me my education."

The parents and students
came from six areas in South
Dadc: F lor ida C i t y,  Home-

- H e r a l d  S ta f f  Photo b y  C U RT I S  SOLOMON

of Students Applaud With Glee
. . .  some 150 parents and pupils met

stead, Naranja, Goulds, Per-
rine, and Richmond Heights.

Present w a s  t h e  n e w l y
organized s t u d e n t  g r o u p ,
Student Organizat ion F o r
Unity and  L iber ty  (SOUL),
represented by Otis Wallace,
president, Sammy Jones, vice
president, Charles Richard-
son, business manager, and
William Moses, publ ic rela-
t 7-,; of r . :  s t u d e n t s
at South Dade High.

A student, Sammy Jones,
said he was suspended for 10
days for  walking the halls
without a pass.

"But on the second day of
school they  had  m e  Uncle
Tom-ing around for the prin-
cipal t o  beg the white stu-
dents t o  g e t  together and
change the  name f rom the
Rebels to something else, but
when SOUL gave the princi-
pal f i ve  days  t o  solve t he
problem, I  couldn't walk the
halls."

Melissa Horne  sa id  t h a t
school o f f i c ia ls  n e v e r  i n -
formed the parents that they

Turn to  Page 2B, Col. 1

South Dade Negroes Meet
Continued From Page 1B

walked out ,  b u t  several o f
the white parents were in -
formed when both black and
white students lef t  school in
protest.

"My daughter cannot a t -
tend one of  her classes be-
cause she wouldn't say Sir to
one o f  her  white teachers
. .  .  I  don't  teach n iv  chil-
dren to say Yessir and Nos-
sir. Our kids need the par-

"I haven't worked in  two
days. I  quit because I heard

my white boss lady say over
the telephone, 'We got to go
down t o  South  Dade a n d
teach those niggers how t o
act.' "

T w o reso lu t ions  w e r e
adopted by the group — that
there should be no voting on
the question o f  whether t o
drop t h e  Rebel name a n d
other Confederate symbols
on Monday  o r  a n y  o the r
time; and that  a  representa-
tive from each o f  the areas
in South Dade be elected to
form a governing board that
will set the group's strategy
for the coming weeks.

Mrs. Thomasina Hunt,  a
Homestead parent, said the
problems were not only a t
South Dade High but also at

H o m e s t e a d  Junior High.
"Our children h a v e  been
threatened by whites driving
around t h e  school waving
Confederate flags. I  got one
little old Chevy. I f  we have
to band ourselves together
and f ind  another area t o
shop in, we are ready to do
that now."

Harold Long, president o f
the United Black Students,
said that his group was sup-
porting S O U L .  H e  s a i d ,
"These brothers are in  good
shape. They've got the whole
community behind them."

Eugene Wilson, spokesman
for Black Brothers for  Prog-
ress, said:  " W e  w i l l  come
over f r o m  L iber ty  C i t y  a t
any .time t o  help our  black
brothers."



As Clergymen Seek  Too l ing -OW

lade roes to oycott
South Dade Stores
By THIRLEE SMITH

Herald S ta f f  W r i t e r

A limited boycott of stores owned
by whites in the South Dade area was
announced Sunday by a newly orga-
nized advisory committee o f  b lack
adults and students.

At the same t ime, clergymen —
both black and white — issued a two-
page statement calling for a "cooling-
off period" by all sides.

The act ions resulted f r o m  t w o
Sunday meetings, outgrowths o f  the
controversy surrounding the use of the
nickname "Rebels" a t  South Dade
Senior High School.

Odell Johns, a bail bondsman and
spokesman for the new advisory com-
mittee would not say when the pro-
posed boycott would begin.

He said, "specif ic stores w i l l  be
singled out and car pools wil l  be orga-
nized in each community so that shop-

.could be done wi th black broth-
erw un other parts of the county." The
gmup made its plans for  the boycott
and fo r  settling the problems a t  the
high school a t  a  meeting in  St. Paul
AME Church.

The advisory committee i s  com-
posed o f  the executive committee o f
the Student Organization f o r  U n i t y
and Liberty (SOUL) and parents o f
South Dade High School students. I t
originated a t  a meeting called Satur-
day night  b y  Jones a t  United Fai th
Church in Goulds.

Members represent s i x  areas i n
I South Dade: Florida City, Homestead,

Naranja, Goulds, Perrine, and  Rich-
I mond Heights.

Ten black parents were selected to
observe the voting by  the white stu-
dents at the school today on whether
the use o f  confederate symbols and
names would continue. Black students
said they would not take part in the
voting.
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Johns said i t  may seem unfair to
boycott the merchants but added, " i t
is unfair also f o r  black students t o
participate i n  schoo l  act iv i t ies i n
which confederate symbols and names
are used."

At the simultaneous meeting a t
First Presbyterian Church o f  Home-
stead, the  clergymen discussed the
situation a t  the school and issued a
two-page statement calling upon the
student body and members o f  the
community to get together and solve
their problems in a meaningful way.

They recommended " a  cooling-off
period, during which a more creative
solution may be sought b y  the stu-
dents. W e  commend the school and
their move t o  establish a  bi-racial
committee. And we ask that this group
seek council and assistance of experts
in human affairs."

The statement also calls for avoid-
ing acts o r  words that  may provoke
others: forgiveness on both sides; sup-
port of the South Dade high principal;
and for  business, political and church
leaders t o  " w o r k  f o r  immediate
changes."

—Herald S ta f f  Photo b y  CURTIS SOLOMON

Odell Johns Addresses Meeting
. . .  boycott planned by participants
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Black Students Boycott
School Name Vote

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

White students were vot-
ing t o d a y  a t  South Dade
High School on  whether t o
discontinue the use o f  "Re-
bels" as the school nickname.
Black students —  who have
bitterly protested t h e  n ick-
name 'and use of  the Confed-
erate f lag —  boycotted the
balloting.

V o t i n g  machines were
located in three areas o f  the
school. Teachers took  class
groups t o  one  o f  t he  ma-
chines a t  intervals. The vot-
ing was orderly. Results wi l l
be tabulated at the end of the
day.

Several persons w h o  a re
not connected w i t h  t h e
school watched the voting. At
least one was apparently a
plainclothes o f f i ce r.  A s k e d
his identity, he said he was
an "employe o f  t h e  Dade
Public Safety Department."

O n e un i fo rmed  o f f i c e r
stood outside the school, and
a handful o f  adults, appar-
ently parents, watched f rom
the edge of the parking lot.

The school has some 1,500

pupils, about  200 o f  them
black.

The voting came against a
background o f  attempts t o
cool tempers by  a  group o f
ministers, b o t h  b l a c k  a n d
white.

The clergymen after meet-
ing at the First Presbyterian
Church of Homestead yester-
day, asked the community to
recognize t h a t  t h e  school
nickname vote wi l l  not solve
the "basic problems." They

said i t  would  indicate t h e
extent o f  t h e  w o r k  which
need.; to he done to increase
community understanding.

"We acknowledge our own
involvement i n  t h e  s i n  o f
racial misunderstanding; w e
pledge ourselves t o  seek t o
change o u r  o w n  att i tudes
and to  seek meanin:Jul dia-
logues so that we may learn
wherein w e  o f f e n d  o n e
another," t  h e c lergymen
said.

At the same time a  com-

South Dade's
Symbol Clash
IT WOULD BE a great pity i f  the

people of South Dade let so unessential
a question as a  school nickname and
flag split the community and build last-
ing hatreds.

These are but symbols, and should
not be allowed t o  take their place
among the many real problems. Jobs,
education and opportunity are not at
stake.

Neither should this question be al-
lowed to graduate from the high school
level to the point where i t  offends the
dignity of either black or white adult.

The Confederacy is part of our histo-
ry, but it is natural that black students
do not see it as an attractive part.

Can not  men o f  goodwill accept
these two facts and f ind a  way for
school children to live with them?

The schools have the responsibility
of making a contribution toward meet-
ing this nation's problems, not aggra-
vating them.

mittee o f  Negro adults and
students announced a "l imit-
ed boycott" o f  stores owned
by wh i te  people i n  South
Dade.

Odell Johns, spokesman
for the committee, said spe-
cific stores w i l l  b e  singled
out for  the boycott and that
car pools w i l l  be organized
so that Negro residents can
shop "with black brothers in
other parts of the county."

"It m a y  seem unfa i r  t o
b o y c o t t  t h e  merchants,"
Johns said. " B u t  i t  i s  also
unfair fo r  black students to
participate i n  school activi-
ties i n  w h i c h  confederate
symbols a n d  n a m e s  a r e
used."

South Dade High was es-
tablished in 1953 in a combi-
nation —  strongly opposed
in t h e  community —  o f
Homestead High and Redland
High. B o t h  f o r m e r  sen ior
high schools became jun ior
highs.

Since this semester began,
25 students have been sus-
pended at  South Dade High.
However, s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s
said only 16 were in connec-
tion with fist fights and oth-
er t rouble related t o  t h e
nickname controversy.



Student Charged With Attack
On Metro Officer At School

An 18 - year - old Homestead
youth was arrested Friday a t
South Dade High School a  n d
charged with assault and bat-
tery of a police officer and re-
sisting arrest with violence.

James Edward Johns, 7 0 7
NW Eighth Ave., Homestead,
was booked in Substation-4 b y

Officer Joe Vail and bond was
set at $250.

According to  Vail, approxi-
mately 60 to 70 white students
who walked out of classes Fri-
day, were assembled by Capt.
Richard McFarland, command-
er of Substation-4 and invited
limbo the auditorium to discuss
the school racial problem. -
' Va i l  said Johns walked out
before the meeting ended and
the officer followed him from
the building. V a i l  stated that
when he began questioning the
youth, the boy struck him with
his left elbow, followed b y  a
jab to the body.

Officer Robert Spencer o  b-
serving the trouble went t  o
Vail's assistance.

It was established that Johns
is a senior at the high school.
Charges wi l l  be filed i n  Jus-
tice of Peace Court-4.



Blacks Plan Boycott;
Meet Again Tonight

By GERRY CROSBY
Refusal of  black students to

participate in  today's election
on the school nickname a  n
symbols at South Dade H i g h
School and the boycotting o  f
certain Homestead stores was
the plan of action agreed upon
by members o f  South D a d e
black communities Saturday
night.

Approximately 1 5 0  people
met in Goulds to discuss t  h e
school's nickname, the Confed-
erate -  oriented song and flag
and Johnny Reb band uniforms.

Odell Johns, unanimously -
elected spokesman for  t  h e
group of Negro students a  n d
parents, decried the statement
made by white Homestead res-
idents who claim the entire
problem stems f rom outside
agitation.

Johns told the large audi-
ence, "We al l  live in S o u t h
Dade and things here just aren't
right.

He introduced members o  f
the Black Brothers For Prog-
ress, from Liberty City; United
Black Students from the Uni-
versity of Miami and the Flori-
da Council o n  Human Rela-
tions, and noted that S o u t h
Dade blacks were not alone in
this current high school ten-
sion.

Teenagers and adults cheer-
ed loudly and i t  took several
minutes to quiet the crowd a t
the United Faith Church Hall.

William Miles, associate di-
rector, Florida Council on Hu-
man Relations, said, "The use
of the Rebel name alone is il-
legal to us because our fore-
fathers came up under t  h e
rebel in slavery and no black
child today is going to go to
school under it."

"Display of the Confederate
flag to any Negro stands f  o r
discrimination and bigotry," he
said.

Sammy Jones, an officer of
SOUL, told parents and teen-
agers f r o m  Florida C i t y,
Homestead, Naranja, Goulds,
Perrine and Richmond Heights,
that he was expelled for 1 0
days because he was found in
the school hall without a per-
mit.

He went on to explain that
the reason he was in the hall
was that School Security offi-
cers had called him in for a
meeting between them, parents
and Miles.

Johns continuously m  a i n-
tained that the South D a d e
High School problem was not
a school -  oriented thing, but
stemmed from the racism that
existed in the Homestead com-
munity. H e  said i t  wou ld
therefore be the suggestion of
his group that Homestead stor-
es patronized by mostly blacks
should be boycotted.

He said there would be no
boycott of  the school unless
there was a total black boycott
of all Dade County schools. I t
was his opinion that the s t u-
dents should remain in school.

One parent complained that
she lest two days work as a
result of having to quit a job
after hearing the white woman
she worked for tell a  friend
that "the whites were going to
teach those niggers how t  o
act."

Mrs. Thomasina Hunt, o  f
Florida City claimed that ra-
cial problems also existed a t
Homestead Junior High School
where Negro students were in-
timidated by white people dri-
ving around the school grounds
waving Confederate flags.

Johns emphasized that h  i s
group planned to go about solv-
ing the South Dade High situa-
tion as peacefully as possible
— thus the boycotting of stores.

The newly - formed organiza-
tion consisting o f  representa-
tives from all of the S o u t h
Dade black communities w i l l
meet tonight a t  St. Paul's
Church in Homestead to make
further concrete plans o f  ac-
tion.

glk- gli,

States' Rights The Issue
Editor, The News Leader:

I have tried to restrain my-
self f rom entering in to t he
Rebel debates, but the letter to
the editor in a recent issue can-
not go unanswered.* •  •

TO THE SOUL member and
person who defined "Rebel" I
say "Nuts.' T h e y  are b o t h
lucky that there were Rebels
around to put down the Eng-
lish.

In these letters i t  has been
stated and accepted that t  h e
slave issue was the reason for
the original Rebels. T h i s  i s
not what my high school his-
tory books taught, and I  be-
lieve t h a t  the other reasons
were the cause over which the
war was fought.

As for any hurt feelings, they
will come from displaying the
Stars and Stripes and listening
to the national anthem, a  s
SOUL will find that the whole
nation had slavery at one time.

If its unreasonable demands
are met they will be after Old
Glory next. T h e  Rebels o  f
South Dade should feel no shame
over even the original, Rebels,
as their cause was s t a t e  s'

FURTHERMORE, myself and
others are suck of being stopped
in the halls, being bumped into
on the way to classes, and star-
ed at by the few that are there
just to fight and cause trouble,
not for an education.

We feel this should be brought
to a halt immediately. I f  t h e
members of the faculty or ad-
ministration are afraid to stop
this, then what can we, the stu-
dent body, do?

We can't take on everyone

rights. * *
THE ISSUE is before the na-

tion again today, and t h e r e
are many Rebels i n  a l l  5 0
states signing petitions to .-e-
gain their constitutional r ight
of local government by t  h e
majority.

JOEL MULLIS JR.

t Education,
Of A Few

don't want violence. But  this
is what is going to happen. We'-
re going to get so much cram-
med at us we aren't going to
be able to take any more and
so something is going to give.

Don't take me wron: This
is no threat. It's just a fact.

I see no right in the black
students coming to our school
and demanding the name, color
flag, fight song, etc. be changed.
They knew when they came
these things were ours. They
also have no authority to come
to us and tell us what Rebel
means to us.*

BUT I'LL tell you this much;
it means South Dade could be a
place where students (both black
and white) would be proud to
go i f  these few students (trou-
ble-makers) would be dealt with
immediately.

I  say long live the South Dade
Rebels.

SHARON CASH
...Senior '611

(Editor's Note: Miss Cash's
letter was aecompanied by 33



Ministers Urge
'Cooling' Period

An inter - racial group c i f
some 35 clergy and laymen
met Sunday a t  First Presby-
terian Church and urged a

-cooling-off" period in the dis-
pute at South Dade' High School
over the Rebel name, flag and
band un i forms w h i c h  has

Students
Vote Today

Today is election day a t  South Dade H igh  -- an
election tha t  w i l l  determine whether the school w i l l
keep o r  discard its Confederacy-linked nickname and
symbols.

Voting began in  the f i r s t
class period and w i l l  continue

-,into the last period of the day,
')with results to be tallied a  n d

'announced a t  o r  near dismis-
sal time, Principal H o w a r d
Crabtree said.

Students are voting in Eng-
lish and history classes, using
eiectronic voting machines pro-
vided by the county.

Parents authorized a  s ob-
servers are stationed at each of
the three precincts established
by the school, but the parents
are in a  poll -  watching posi-
tion only — students are serv-
ing as election clerks and as-
sistants, Crabtree said.

Security at  the racially-tense
school i s  discreet bu t  strict.
Determined to put an end t o
white-black scuffles and t  h e
ganging-up of students to block
hallways, the school has posted
teachers and security men in
every hall and at the entranc-
es.

Until today, parents and the
press had been allowed f r e e
access to the shoot.

During the election, howev-
er, Crabtree said he 'must hi-
sist" that only parents on offi-
cial business be permitted with-
in the school.

The press i s  being barred
from interviewing students on
campus, or from taking came-
ras into the school area, the
principal decreed, "because
unfortunately, a camera lens or
a reporter seems t o  trigger
some people t o  go into t h e i r
act."

Crabtree said h e  i s  deter-
mined that nothing preventa-
ble will mar the election day.

Unless black students have a
change of heart, only white stu-
dents will be voting today. A t
a meeting of a newly organized
advisory committee of  black
students and adults S u n d a  y,
the students said they will boy-
cott the voting.

Black adults under the lead-
ership of bail bondsman Odell
Johns announced a  boycott of
white -  owned stores in South
Dade. Purposes of the boycott
are to indicate sympathy with
black students' objection t  o
confederate names and sym-
bols at the high school, and to
protest racist feelings in t  h e
adult community.

Black students were advised
cot to skip school. A s  feel-
ings of both races mounted to
a near - explosive level l a s t
week, a  number of students of
both races either stayed home
from school, left school during
the day, o r  were taken from
the school by parents.

sparked a  black -  white con-
troversy at the scheol.

Sitting in at the meeting was
Episcopal suffragan Bishop

Most have returned and are
in class today.

Disturbances at  the h i g h
school spilled over a t  Home-
stead Jun io r  H i g h  School,
which had i t s  share of discip-
line troubles Thursday a  n d
Friday.

Three students, two  Negro
and one white, were suspend-
ed Friday for fighting and one
white and one Negro student
were suspended for the same
reason Thursday, P  r i n cipal
Charles Overholser reported.

A group of  some two dozen
white students staged a  walk-
out Friday morning and ended
up at the Homestead police sta-
tion where they aired gripes
about alleged "harassment" by
Negro students. Parents were
called to  the station, and an
over and talked to the young-
official from the school came
sters, police said.

Overholser said there were
indications that some students
from South Dade had c o m e
over to the junior high school
and sparked the walkout there.

The principal said teachers
had been directed to stand in
doorways during changing o f
classes, and that two school se-
curity people and three person-
nel f r om the  district office
were on hand to keep an eye
on things. ( T h i s  statement
was made in response to a
complaint by a  parent Friday
who said that his daughter had
been subjected to a b i t  of row-
dyism and  asked what  the
school was doing t o  prevent
such incidents.)

Overholser said al l  incidents
reported to the office were be-
in " s i f t ed  through" to get the
facts.

James L. Duncan, who was in
town to conduct morning serv-
ices at St. John's E p i s c o pal
Church.

The Cagy and laymen i s
sued a statement in which they
pledged themselves and called
on all families in their church-
es to "support the principal of
South Dade High School in the
maintenance of discipline i  n
the school, and urge parents to
allow the young people to wive
the problem in the school free
of parental prejudice."

They urged a cooling-off per-
iod "during which a more cre-
ative solution may be sought."
The statement also called o  n
"the business, political a  n d
church community to work for
immediate changes which will
create a more just and progres-
sive community."

The actions o f  the student
body of South Dade will n  o t
"deal wi th the basic p r o b-
lefs," the statement said.

"The optcome of the (student)
vote will probably indicate the
extent of the work that needs
to be done," i t  added. " W e
urge both black and white stu-
dents aryl parents to make ev-
ery effort during the coming
weeks to make certain that no
acts o r  words may provoke
either side."

The opening words o f  t  h e
statement were that "We, the
Christian leadership o f  South
Dade, both black and white,
recognize that the present is -
sues are but a  manifestation
of the problems f a c i n g  a l l
American Society. T h e  real
issue is the demands for social
justice, equality and accept-
ance of each individual a s  a
person.

"We acknowledge our own
involvement in the sin of racial
misunderstanding. W e  pledge
ourselves to seek to change our
own attitudes a n d  t o  seek
meaningful dialogue so t h a t
we may learn wherein we of-
fend one another."



Point Of View
THIS SIGN, one o f  a  batch that  dotted main routes t o
racially upset South Dade High yesterday, is obviously the
product of a  homemade stencil. I f  the signmaker is a stu-
dent, he'd better spend some time brushing up on his spell-
ing — i t 's not `Jamiina'; i t ' s  'Jemima'.

—Photo by Ed Oberlies

1r



VOTE TOTALS on one of three machines used in six-
question election at South Dade High yesterday are check-
ed by Student Council president Libby Cool. Black stu-
dents, about one-tenth of the school population, boycotted
the voting; white students voted about 10-to-1 to retain
the school's confederacy-linked nickname aid symbols.

—Photo by Ed Oberlies

Rebel Affair
Like Blister
Editor, The News Leader:

This is in regard to the mess
at South Dade High. T o  start
with, the newspapers have not
been printing all of the inci-
dents at the school.

For instance how certain stu-
dents go from class to class
trying to disrupt the minds of
the students; how certain stu-
dents can get away with things
no other student could (walk-
ing in and out of classes a  s
they please, fights, etc.)

Other things are the threats
that have been made i f  he
Rebel flag, name, symbols are
not changed and how a Rebel
flag was burned by certain stu-
dents.

There was never a flag that
said, "Niggers Go Home" —
that was a false rumor.

Most of all there is the feel-
ing of no security as you walk
down the halls, never knowing
what may happen next. A l l
of these things are happening
and nothing is being done about
them.

Every day the voting is put
off on this mess the worse i t
becomes. L i k e  a  blister, i t
rubs and rubs until one day it
becomes so bad i t  pops.

REBEL '68

To Keep School Colors: For
1,010, Against 47.

To Keep Name 'Rebel Re-
view' For Newspaper: F  o r
976, Against 75.

Crabtree released the follow-
ing statement after the vote,
which was turned over to the
Dade School Board:

"We have gone through try-
ing times. Someone is going
to win; someone will lose.

"Many times it is harder to
be a victor than to be a loser.
I am hoping that no one will
do anything to chide o r  em-
barrass another student as a
result o f  election returns.

"School i s  f o r  education.
The sincere student comes to
school to learn. H e  has that
right. N o  one has the right to
interfere with another's right
to an education.

"If I  have to make a choice
between the student who i  s
sincere i n  seeking an educa-
tion and the student who i  s
not sincere, I  must make my
choice in favor of the sincere
student.

"I feel and hope i t  will not
be necessary tomorrow to make
such a choice."

In Student Vote'

`Rebels' Win
In Landslide

South Dade High School stu-
dents, es expected, voted over-
whelmingly t o  retain t  h e
school's Confederacy -  linked
symbols in Tuesday's election.

More than 1,000 students out
of an enrollment of about 1,350
participated in  the voting o  n
machines.

The approximately 130 or so
Negro students a t  the school,
most of whom have voiced op-
position to the symbols, a m
parently did not vote.

Acting pr inc ipal  Howard
Crabtree said he hoped that
no students would do " a  n y-
thing to chide or embarrass an-
othet student as a  result o  f
the election returns."

The students actually voted
, on six questions and the vote
was nearly identical on each.

The results are as follows:

To Keep The Rebel Name:
For 985, Against 74.

To Keep Song 'Dixie': F o r
979, Against 72.

To Keep Rebel Flag: F o r
952, Against 99.

To Keep Rebel Band U  n
forms: F o r  963, Against 88.



South Dade High Is 'Quiet'
After Vote For Rebel Tag

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

South Dade High started
"normal, peaceful and quiet"
operation today, acting Prin-
cipal Howard Crabtree said.

" I  w o n ' t  say  there i s n ' t
any tension — there's bound
to be some after something
like this," he said.

White students voted 985-
74 yesterday t o  keep "Re-
bels" as the school nickname.
Black students boycotted the
election. They have protested
use of the name and of Con-
federate symbols. O f  t h e
school's enrollment o f  more
than 1,300, on ly  about 200
are Negroes.

Crabtree said he believed
absenteeism w o u l d  b e  " a
little above normal"  today
but t h a t  f e w e r  s tudents
would be away from school
than yesterday. Normally, he
said, t h e  absentee r a t e
ranges from 3-5 per cent. " I f
70 students are out, i t  would
be about normal."

Of the results o f  yester-
day's quiet and orderly bal-
loting, Crabtree said:

"This is  the status, and I
think the students are going
to accept it."

South District Superinten-

dent Bet ty  Gilkey said she
did not want to comment on
what the black students are
going to do. " I  have talked to

any since the vote," she said.
"Always i n  a  democratic

society," Miss Gilkey added,
"we have  recognized t h a t
anybody h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o
reintroduce a  subject." She
added that  high school stu-
dents "have demonstrated a

pretty mature approach t o
some o f  t h e i r  o w n  p rob -
lems."

After the results of yester-
day's election were known,
about 150 Negro parents and
students decided a t  a special
meeting last night to ask the

/11, t  E  w s
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School Board tomorrow t o
eliminate South Dade High's
use of Confederate symbols.

Odell Johns, who fo r  sev-
eral years has been a spokes-
man f o r  South Dade Negro
citizens, conducted the meet-
ing.

There w e r e  ind ica t ions
during t h e  discussion t h a t
some Negroes favor  a  boy-
cott o f  whi te merchants i n
South Dade. Johns had said
earlier t ha t  such a  boycott
was under consideration.

Crabtree said, " I  certainly
hope w e  can g e t  back  t o
normal operation n o w.  I ' d
like t o  have  a  cool ing-off
period a n d  g e t  t he  young-
sters to studying."

About 16 were suspended
after several fist fights broke
out at the school last Thurs-
day i n  relation t o  the dis-
pute.

In t h e  vo t ing  yesterday,
the white students also voted
979-72 to keep "Dixie" as the
school song; 952-99 to  keep
the Confederate f lag as  the
school emblem; 963-88 to let
the school band continue t o
wear Confederate uniforms;
1,010-47 t o  keep b lue  and
gray a s  t h e  school colors;
976-75 to continue calling the
student newspaper the Rebel
Review.

School o f f i c i a l s  r esche -
duled S o u t h  Dade 's  f i r s t
football game of  the year —
to be played i n  Homestead
against North Miami High —
for 3:30 p.m. Thursday.

I t  was originally scheduled
for Thursday night. Officials
said the change was made
"for security reasons."

Racial Uneasiness Brings
Switch in South Dade Game

South Dade High's football
team wi l l  play North Miami
Thursday a t  Harris Field as
scheduled, but the ganciR time
has been changed f f a m  8
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The move became neces-
sary because o f  a  contro-
versy between Negro  a n d
white students concerning
the school's n  i c k n a m e,
"Rebels."

Yesterday students voted
to keep that  nickname. Bu t
a c t i n g  principal Howard
C r a b t r e e ,  meet ing w i t h
North Miami principal Dale
Boggy, decided i t  would be
safer to  play the game dur-
ing daylight hours.

"We figured with the situ-
ation the way  i t  is, tha t  i t

would be better to avoid any
possible trouble," said Crab-
tree. " W e  w a n t  t o  keep
school in session."

Crabtree hopes t h e  vo te
yesterday h a s  set t led t h e
issue, s o  t h a t  t h e  school's
students can concentrate on
their studies. " I ' m  hop ing
there i s  a  moratorium de-
clared s o  w e  can  g e t  t he
school operating," he said.

*  *  *
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Let's Cheer
For 'Dixie'?

To The Editor:
In a  letter titled "Hardly The Time

To Play 'Dixie'," a  writer publicly com-
bines expression of new-found affection
for the Miami Dolphins with his personal
offense at  the marching on of  the Na-
tion's Colors to the tune of 'Dixie.' Per-
haps he is new to the South, or perhaps
he objects specifically to  being obliged
to stand for Dixie as well as the Nation.
I don't know. In  any case, his remarks
on diehard southernors, capped with his
brilliant statement on similarly offend.
ing "even the most liberal among us," is
undoubtedly one o f  the shortest, most
concise pieces of ridiculum ever to ap-
pear in your paper.

At the  very least, the  playing o f
"Dixie" for the presentation of the col-
ors is more genuinely expressive of the
American union than if the chosen march
had been the "Battle Hymn of the Re-
public," o r  any other such tune o f  a
predominantly Northern usage. Indeed,
in light of the fact that the South was
forcibly brought back into union with
the United States, i t  would seem unlike-
ly that w e  would even want "Dixie"
played for such a  ceremony. But, i t  is
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L E T T E R S  From OurReaders

Presenting The Colors

more than appropriate for the occasion.
We of Southeast Florida claim to be

among the leaders of the "New South." I
can think of no more concrete example
of this new spirit than the symbolic un-
ion upon a  football field of the reunion
of the Nation. Perhaps fewer Southerners
would barb( r secessionist feeling if there
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were less bigotry (if I may use the word
on the part of others.

GEORGE A. HUGHAN, Hialeal
*  *  *

To The Editor:
The letter by Capt. Peter McPharlani

was in poor taste, to say the least.

I  am a southerner and proud of it. I
few seasons ago I sat in a northern foot
ball stadium and watched two fine prc
football teams in action, one northerr
and one southern. A t  halftime, a  bane
marched to the colors and to the tune of
"Yankee Doodle Dandy." I  did not heat
the tune "Dixie" played that day. Well,
might have gotten my dander up at that
time, as Capt. McPharlane seems to have
done here, and fired off a protest letter
to the local newspaper editor saying that
the playing of "Yankee Doodle Dandy*
at that time was in poor taste, to say the
least, since i t  is the rallying cry of the
Northern Dam-Yankee Liberals. However
I did not. I f  I  had, the statement would
have been just as asinine, ludicrious, and
inaccurate, but no more so, than was the
good Capt. McPharlane's statement that
the song "Dixie" is still the rallying cry
of Die-Hard Southerners who still may
be in favor of secession from the Union.

Seems that, according to  the Cap-
tain's point of view, i t  depends on what
part of  the country you're from as to
whether a song is in good taste or bad.

ROBERT COLLIER
Captain, AUS (Ret.), Miami



Trouble, Not Education,
Is The Aim Of A Few

Editor, The News Leader:

1, a  senior, a t  South Dade,
am very concerned over the
issue at this school.

First, I 'd  like to say I  have
no prejudice against the black
students because they're black.
What I  do have against them
is that  the ones that  don't
know how to act have to start
all k inds of trouble, whether
over a name (Rebels) or  over
thinking we're against them
because of their color, and make
it bad for the others.

FURTHERMORE, myself and
others are sick of being stopped
in the halls, being bumped into
on the way to classes, and star-
ed at by the few that are there
just to fight and cause trouble,
not for an education.

We feel this should be brought
to a  halt immediately. I f  t h e
members of the faculty or ad-
ministration are afraid to stop
this, then what can we, the stu-
dent body, do?

We can't take on everyone
at once, and  besides that w e

don't want violence. But  this
is what is going to happen. We'-
re going to get so much cram-
med at us we aren't going to
be able to take any more and
so something is going to give.

Don't take me wron: This
is no threat. It's just a fact.

I see no right in  the black
students coming to our school
and demanding the name, color
flag, fight song, etc. be changed.
They knew when they came
these things were ours. They
also have no authority to come
to us and tell us what Rebel
means to us.

BUT I'LL tell you this much;
it means South Dade could be a
place where students (both black
and white) would be proud to
go i f  these few students (trou-
ble-makers) would be dealt with
immediately.

I say long live the South Dade
Rebels.

SHARON CASH
...Senior '69

(Editors Note: Miss Cash's
letter was accompanied by 33
signatures.)



Confederate Symbols
0Should Be Phased Out

Robert E. Lee threw the towel in as far as
*the Confederacy was concerned more than 100

years ago and we suggest that South Dade do
the same thing today.

This business of waving the Confederate or
Rebel battle flag is and has been an exercise in
divisiveness that  has no place i n  a  modern
and sophisticated era.

THE FLAG i s  inextricably and undeniably
linked with an earlier and unhappier t ime i n
our history, and all the tons of conversation cur-
rently rampant wil l  not undo the fact.

The f lag and related symbols are unhappy
reminders to an awakening black population of
a long and generally painful period of servitude.
Whites can pooh-pooh this all  they like without
altering the basic fabric by as much as a thread.
The vote by the white students to  retain the
symbols was a  v ic tory  t ha t  inevitably w i l l
lead to a  defeat of harmonious race relations.
The argument that  the w i l l  o f  the major i ty
should prevail is not applicable i n  a  situation
so fraught with moral overtones.

While the feelings of the whites may be hurt
for awhile, the condition wil l  ease to the point
where i t  eventually becomes forgotten. But  as
more and more blacks become students at  the
school feeling against the symbols will increase
proportionately.

MISSING IN this tragedy of errors has been
the voice of  moderation in the community. In-
stead sides have been taken and l i t t le thought
given to compromise. The most encouraging as-
pect of the w.— , matter has been the establish-
ment of a hi I  committee.

It is a  s • n m e n t a r y  on the community
that it has be i r g e l y  incapable of recognizing
the issue for wiat  i t  really is. Rather than try-
ing to place the blame on outside agitators, that
time could have been more effectively spent in
a rational and level-headed examination of  the
symbols and their relationship to today's society.

We have suggested earlier that the symbols
should be phased out  and other non-abrasive
ones substituted. A logical compromise, i t  seems
to us, would be t o  phase out the Confederate
flag this year and the other symbols in succes-
sive years.

In a three-year span the sources of irritation
could be dispatched and a new era spirited in
with symbols that would nourish and encourage
respectable pace relations a t  the school, i n
addition to another little item called education.

IT IS difficult to see how much in the way
of the latter is being accomplished in the present
atmosphere of dissension. Education and the type
of dissension currently under way at South Dade
are not compatible.
It's time students at South Dade stopped being
SOULS and Rebels and started being students
again.

By RALPH RENICK
UNWITTINGLY, a church - spon-

sored kindergarten i n  a n  affluent
South Dade neighborhood has put its
finger squarely o n  the tumultuous
problem of ghetto living.

Parents o f  youngsters attending
the school were summoned to a meet-
ing.

The kindergarten director faced
the al l-white audience of uper mid-
dle-class mothers and fathers and
proceeded to tell them of the impor-
tance of parent-child relationships.

THE CHILD guidance session end-
ed with the parents being given a
paper on which was printed the fol-
lowing:

Children Learn What They Live
If a child lives with criticism, he

learns to condemn.
/ I f  a child lives with hostility, he
learns to fight.

If a child lives with fear, he learns
to be apprehensive.

If a child lives with pity, he learns
to be sorry for himself.

If a child lives with jealousy, he
learns to  feel guilty.

If a  child lives with encourage-
ment, he learns to be confident.

If a child lives with tolerance, he
learns to be patient.

If a  child lives with praise, he
learns to be appreciative.

If a child lives with approval, he
learns to like himself.

If a child lives with recognition, he
learns to have a goal.

If a  child lives with fairness, he
learns what justice is.

If a  child lives with honesty, he
learns what truth is.
If a  child lives with security, he

learns to have faith in himself.
If a child lives with friendliness,

he learns that the world is a  nice
place in which to live.

CONSIDERING the squalid sur-
roundings, the broken families, the
crowded dwelling units, and the jun-
gle-like environment of humar hab-
itation is i t  any wonder that disad-
vantaged children grow up with mal-
adjustments and believes that the
world really isn't such a nice place
in which to live.

This points up in a different way
that we really have two worlds ex-
isting within this country. Those liv-
ing in  the sub-culture world have
their frustrations heightened by full
cognizance of the luxuries and pri-
vileges of the world which supports
privately-operated kindergartens.* *  *

THERE IS no definite solution to
the problem, but a good place to start
would be for the affluent world to

attempt to individually get to know
its poor counterpart. For example;
apply the credo o f  child guidance
principles t o  t h e  underprivileged
neighborhoods to discover how chil-
dren there "learn what THEY live."
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Negro Leader Makes a Point at Meeting in Homestead
. .  .  Bil l  M i l e s  of  the Florida Council of  Human Relations

Negroes to Ask Board
To Ditch Name 'Rebels'
About 150 Negro parents

and students agreed a t  a
s p e c i a l  meeting Monday
night to ask the Dade School
Board t o  e l iminate S o u t h
Dade High School's Confed-
erate symbols.

At a  meeting in  a  Home-
stead Negro church called to
map united action protesting
South Dade's Old South trap-
pings, the Negroes agreed .to
send a delegation Wednesday
to meet with the Board.

If the Board fails to find a
solution, they indicated they
may boyco t t  S o u t h  D a d e
stores and the students may
skip their South Dade class-
es.

The meeting was prompted
by a student vote — boycot-
ted by Negroes —  approving
r e t e n t i o n of  Confederate
symbols at  the school. More
than 1,000 students approved
keeping the  name "Rebels"
and other symbols by rough-
ly a 10 to 1 margin.

Most participants a t  t h e
church meet ing favored a
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  with the
School Board in an effort to
eliminate t h e  symbols  o f
Confederacy; some called for
a boycot t  o f  w h i t e -owned
stores in the school area.

"Let's g i v e  t h e m  ( t h e
School Board) more t ime, "

Mrs. Corrine Mays suggest-
ed. "Then i f  we can't get i t
solved, then i f  I  have to die
for my rights le t  me die. I t
doesn't m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r -
ence."

Her statement drew loud
applause a n d  appeared t o
echo a widespread sentiment.

A generation gap threat-
ened t h e  meeting a t  o n e
point when the Rev. Theo-
dore G ibson  o f  Coconu t
Grove, past president of  the
Miami NAACP chapter, arose
to emphasize the importance
of local Negro unity.

NEQ Al, 0
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He turned during his ta lk
to face a  group o f  B lack
Brothers for Progress — who
had come d o w n  f r o m  t h e
Liberty City area — and said
he would not  tolerate inter-
ruptions.

Later, however,  G i b s o n
and W i l l e  Sims,  a  B lack
Brothers leader, rose to  say
any misunderstanding b e -
tween them had been elimi-
nated.

Other Negro leaders at the
meeting included Mrs. James
H. Parris, local president o f
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference Poor Peo-
ple's Campaign; Bill Miles of
the Florida Council o f  Hu-
man Relations; and officials
of EOPI, t he  local poverty
program.

Conducting t h e  meet ing
was Odell Johns, South Dade
bail bondsman and political
leader.

On a  proposed boycott ,
Johns had said i t  "may seem
unfair. But i t  is also unfair,"
he said, " f o r  black students
to participate in school activ-
ities i n  wh ich  Confederate
symbols a n d  n a m e s  a r e
used."

T h o s e  " s y m b o l s  a n d
names" approved by students
Monday included the  Rebel
nickname, keeping "D i x i e "
the school song and the Con-
federate f lag the school em-
blem, t o  dress the band i n
Confederate uniforms, to re-
tain the blue-and-grey school
colors, and to  continue call-
ing the school newspaper the
Rebel Review.

School officials said appar.
ently none of the 130 Negrc
students — about 10 per cent
of t  h e newly-integratec
school's s tuden t  b o d y  —
participated i n  the election
Ten Negro mothers served as.
poll watchers.

Acting Principal Howard
Crabtree announced Monday
the school's footbal l  gam(
with North Miami had beer
rescheduled t o  3 : 3 0  p . m
Thursday f o r  security r ea
sons.

On the election, he said i
Is "many times harder to b,
a winner than a loser. I  hop(
the winners won't  chide th(
losers."



Blacks To Take Case
Back To School Board.

Parents of black students at
racially-torn South Dade Hign
School called Monday n i g n t
for "taking th is  h o t  potato
from our children and throw-
ing i t  right back to the school
board, where i t  came from."

At a  meeting in  St. P a o l
Baptist Church, Homestead,
students a n d  parents were
joined by leaders of Negro or-

. ganizations throughout D a d e
County.

Included w e r e  representa-
tives of the Black Brothers for
Progress from Liberty Ci ty ;
the Southern Christian Leader-

' ship Conference Poor People's
Campaign: the Florida Coun-
cil of Human Relations; Eco-
nomic Opportunity Program;
United Black Students f r o m

University of Miami, and sev-
eral officers of the Dade organ-
ization of Black Muslims.

Odell Johns, bai l  bondsman
and black political leader i  n
South Dade, moderated t  e
meeting.

Some of the 150 people a t -
tending urged a  boycott of lo-
cal merchants to  'fight t  h e
white racists i n  their pocket-
book, where i t  hurts."

Others favored the calling of
a school boycott by black stu-
dents countywide, as a means
of forcing action to eliminate
the Rebel name and confeder-
acy - linked symbols used b y
South Dade High School.

Johns called the large meet-
ing "too unwieldy" and aJked
for an  executive comthittee

session of  Negro leaders o  f
communities from Florida City
to Richmond Heights.

The session, which met be-
hind locked doors while t  h e
large group disbanded, result-
ed in a three - step course o f
action:

•  Early appearance to urge
the school board to void r  e-
sults of a student vote, and or-
der the  name and symbols
changed.

•  Simultaneously, a  setting-
up of  machinery t o  boycott
stores, with those in  the gen-
ral Homestead area t o  b -e-
picketed first.

•  Coordination with county-
wide Negro organizations t  o
plan for a  total, countywide

Time Of Game
May Be SwitclAed

By PAUL J. EGAN
Sports Editor

Howard Crabtree, a c t i n g
incipal a t  South Dade High
hool, said t h i s  morning the
coming f o o t b a l l  o p e n e r

North Miami schedul-
for Thursday night undoubt-

edly will be played during the
daylight hours.

Crabtree said he would meet
with district school officials

l E d  representatives o f  t  h e
orida Gold Coast Conference
discuss and finalize plans

Tor the opener.

`It's pretty sa fe  to say the
game will not be played a  t
night but as to what day, and
where, we are s t i l l  undecided.

Crabtree said all  these per-
tinent facts will be announced
following this afternoon's meet-
ing.

Coach Ed Sullivan o f  t  h e
North Miami High School foot-
ball team said this morning he
has not been informed o f  any
changes in  plans f o r  Thurs-
day's game with South Dade
at Harris Field in Homestead.

Sullivan said the first t ime
he was aware of such a report
was in Sunday's edition of the
Miami Herald.

"Until informed otherwise
we are going ahead with prep-
arations for the opener against
the Rebels," Sullivan said.

"We also intend to bring our
band and encourage our adult
supporters to make the trip,"
he added.

Sullivan said four members
of his team are Negroes and
that many more black students
play in the band.

Black ...
(Continued from Page 1)

boycott of schools by all black
students.

Johns told The News Leader
his group wants to exhaust all
administrative remedies f irst,
and i s  going t o  the school
')oard in the hope that t  h e
-̂ ,blem can be resolved in a
aceful basis.
if i t  cannot, then the boycott

machinery w i l l  be  activated,
and arrangements for a gchool
boycott will be firmed up, h e
said.

"If i t  gets bogged down,
we'll escalate it into other com-
munities, because th i s  i sn ' t
just a  student problem, n o r
even j u s t  a  community prob-
lem — it's of concern to every-
one," he stated.

`I hope the entire communi-
ty — black and white — uses
wisely the time (while t  h e
black group seeks school board
action) to resolve this situa-
tion, because once these rem-
edies have been exhausted, the
point of no return has been
reached," Johns told this news-
paper.

"Fhen other black groups
will come in and lend whatev-
er support we need t o  settle
this thing by other means. .
no r i gh t  -  thinking person
wants that."

Johns obviously referred t  o
militant feelings expressed b y
representatives o f  M i a m i  -
based black organizations a t
the meeting last night.

In referring t o  'outsiders',
Johns said the South D a d e
community "hasn't even seen
how many outsiders are inter-
ested and want to come in and
settle this.

"I'm trying to tell the white
man that we've got a chance
to solve this thing before bad
trouble happens.

"If the school board c  a n
phase out black schools, they
can phase out a nickname."

Johns said he is reasonably
certain that the request f  o r
school board action will be ig-
nored and that "the board i s
gqnna tell you that the voice
of the majority has spoken."

He described the  majority
voice as " a  prejudiced voice
— a racist voice," and urged
blacks to  "fight white racists
in their pocketbooks" and t o
"get off your knees and stop
begging."



For Thursday Afternoon

Rebel Opener Rescheduled
The South Dade High School

and North Miami  football op-
ener has been rescheduled f o r
play a t  3:30 p .m.  Thursday
afternoon i t  w a s  announced
this morning b y  act ing Pr in -
cipal Howard Crabtree.

The announcement came fol-
lowing a  meeting Monday aft-
ernoon o f  school officials and
district school personnel.

Following i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l
statement issued b y  Crabtree
concerning the switch in  start-
ing t ime.

"The game between g  o u th
Dade and North Miami Senior
Highs, scheduled f o r  Thurs .

day night a t  Harr is Field has
been rescheduled f o r  3:30 p .
m. Thursday.

WI have had m a n y  s u g -
gestions tha t  t he  game b  e
postponed, however w e  a r e
rescheduling t h e  g a m e  f o r
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19
as planned.
I have fu l l  confidence i n  the

student body and the commu-
nity o f  South Dade. I  do not
feel i t  necessary t o  postpone
the game and fee l  sure they
will enter  th is event w i th  es-
prit d e  corps."

The game has been resched-
uled due t o  t he  recent racial
problems t h a t  h a v e  plagued

South Dade since the  opening
of school.

In a  meeting Thursday the
SD student body voted t o  re -
tain i t s  n ickname " R e b e l s "
and its symbols, the Confeder-
ate f lag and Rebel styled band
uniforms.

This w i l l  be  the f i r s t  con-
test o f  the  season f o r  both
North M i a m i  a n d  Sou th
Dade.
The Rebels, coached by  Leo

Martin, posted a  7-1-2 record
in 1967 and w i l l  be  sl ight fa-
vorites t o  w i n  the opener.

North Miami, coached by Ed
Sullivan, has not  defeated SD

for the las t  two  seasons; los-
ing 14-13 i n  1967 and 13-0 i n
1966. T h e  Pioneers a n d  Reb-
els fought to a 13-13 tie in 1965.

Martin i s  expected t o  s ta r t
an offensive backfield combin-
ation o f  Randy McMichael a t
quarterback w i t h  Te r r y  G r a -
ham, Br ian Houston and Mau-
rice Graff.

North Miami,  4-6, i n  1967,
has lettermen b a c k  including
first str ing fullback Bob Seel-
es. O t h e r  key  Pioneer per-
sonnel a re :  Defensive b a c k s
Dave Maxam, and John Tho-
mas, Middle  uard  M i k e  Sha-
for and Halfback John Lane.
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Rebel Issue
Before Board

The
Board

Dade County S c h o o l  today with two questit
will be confronted lata volv ing S o u t h  Dade

School's controversy ov
use of `Rebel' name ai
bols.Braddock,

Lehman Split
On S. Dade

The Dade County Board o f
Public Instruction meet ing
scheduled for today could end
in a split between its members
over the question of South Dade
High School's racial problems.

Two members o f  the board
expressed opposing views this
morning on whether the s  t u-
dents of South Dade s h o u l d
give up their Confederate sym-
bols.

Holmes Braddock said t h i s
morning that it would be wrong
for the Board to override t  h e
decision that the students o  f
the school made to keep their
symbols

"If th
es their
dence o
dent bo
students
it was
I  st i l l
problem
solve i t

Bradd
changin
solve th
pie in tl
pie in t
have to
what is

Withal
board
Confedei
flag shc
the sch
and the
harmful
done aN
eventual
song sin

Mr. L
sire to
by corn
militant
COITIMUI

" I  dor
cott of
complisl

e school board overrul-
decision i t  will be evi-

f  bad faith to the stu-
dy since we told t  h e

in the beginning that
their problem to solve.
think that i t  i s  their

and that they should
themselves." •

ock went on to say that
g the symbols wil l  not
e problems. " T h e  peo-
he schools and the peo-
he community will still
live together no matter
decided."

am Lehman, a n o t h e r
member, said that the
rate uniform and t  h e
aid be dropped f r o m
ool. I  think the f lag

band uniform are  a
symbol and should be

way with now. A  n d
ally the name and t  h e

nild be phased out also.
Lehman expressed a de-
see the problem settled
promising and not b  y
action taken i n  t  h e

My.
et think a planned boy-
all the schools will ac-

anything. I  don't
like militancy. I  like to work
things out and this is how they
will have to handle the situa-
tion at South Dade.

i n-
High

t h e e r
sym-

The two questions are: ( a )
whether i t  will permit repre-
sentatives of the black com-nu-
nity t o  present t he i r  com-
plaints, and (b) whether it will
continue its policy o f  permit-
ting the students and faculty
of South Dade High to decide
what school nickname and
symbols shall be used.

A Mrs. Hepburn, represent-
ing a group of blacks, ca l led
school officials several d a y s
ago, asking for a hearing be-
fore the board.

Her request was too
get on the official age
the board.

late to
nda o  f

Mrs. Joy Shaw, information
officer for the board, said that
in order to be heard this after-
noon, the Hepburn group wil l
have to get a unanimous vote
of the board after making a
written request at the meeting.

This written request is refer-
red to the board, and i f  board
members decide to hear t  h e
group, a time for  the hearing
will be set near the end o  f
the meeting. I f  the vote i  s
not unanimous, no one will be
permitted to speak.

Mrs. Hepburn asked for the
board to hear Mrs. Corrinne
Mays and an unnamed student
of South Dade High.

Mrs. Mays has been
in protest meetings of
group in South Dade, 1,
demanding tha t  the
`Rebel' symbols be
and replaced with ;:ym
objectionable to the bh
dents and parents.

active
a Negro
which is
school's

scrap

A long standing policy o f
the board has been to permit
a majority of the student body
and faculty of all schools t
choose their symbols and nick-
names. However,  the school
beard has the power, i f  it wish-
es to exercise it, to change this
policy.
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Reminders Make I t  Hard

To Forget Civil War
Editor, The News Leader:

I'm writing this in  regard to
two recent letters to the edi-
tor. I t  was stated i n  o  n e,
"Forget the Civi l  War.', I
agree 100 per cent, but h  o w
can any person, black or white,
forget anything when they have
things in their presence t h a t
won't let them forget?

WHEN I  hear Rebel and see
the Rebel symbol I  think o  f
the past, and what the name
and the symbols meant t o  my
people. I  think o f  the Civi l
War and how my people were
held as though they were obli-
gated to work on plantations
and pick cotton.

Some were made to do, this
to make a living, but I  feel as
if I  have to make a living let
me choose my own way o  f
making my living because I
have this right as an Ameri-
can citizen.

As stated before, i f  I  am

being asked to forget, then get
rid of the things that won't al-
low me to forget and I'm sure
I could forget.

I agree that changing t  h e
Rebel name would hurt t  h e
whites too, and being a mem-
ber of  SOUL I  do  consider
white students. B u t  I  feel i f
a thing is wrong, n o  matter
who i t  hurts, you can't take a
wrong and make i t  right.

I've often heard that in the
process of making things right
someone has to be hurt. B u t
this is not to say the  white
students a r e  w r o n g  b e -
cause this is the way they let]
and as an individual I  respect
cause man's opinion and I  ask

that mine be respected too.

BUT I  still feel that y  o u
can't make wrong right, and i f
a thing is wrong then make i t
right no matter who likes i t  or
dislikes it, white, black, or any
color.

As a  member of SOUL, I
feel that we are asking these
things for the welfare of o u r
school.

All I  ask is that the things
said here be judged on an in-
dividual basis because t h e y
are my personal feelings o
this situation.

..RONALD MAYS
Junior, South Dade

Whites Can't Know
How The Blacks Feel

Eitor, The News Leader:

After reading many letters
to the editor I  have decided to
write.

I found that a  lot o f  white
students say that there isn ' t
any s i g n  o f  discrimination
against the blacks. D o n ' t  you
think i t  i s  out o f  place fo r
them to say this?

THEY CAN'T feel the dis-
crimination because t h e y
aren't black.

It's like a  mother who has
lost a son in Vietnam and has
one there now. N o  one b  u t
that mother knows how s  h e
feels. That is  how i t  is  with
the blacks and whites. T  h e
white man can only imagine
how the black man feels.

Whites must awaken f rom
their long sleep; this is a new
day and age. Wor ld  situations
have changed while you slept.
We as blacks are willing t  o
pay the cost so that we have
equality.

A black student can't bring
an American f lag  t o  school,

which means liberty and jus-
tice f o r  a l l .  W h e n  whites
brought Confederate flags f o r
a week and a  half, nothing
was said to them. I s  this not
a sign of discrimination o  r
prejudice on behalf of the ad-
ministration?

Need I  mention that a  rifle
was found in a white boy's car
on Sept. 12? I f  the student
had been black, i t  would have
made headlines.

I A M wondering where you
pick up all your unfinished re-
ports. C a n  it be that you only
get the white man's report?
And are you afraid that i f  you
write the entire truth y o u r
paper wil l  stop circulating?

I definitely think that t  h e
nickname Rebel should b  e
thrown out. A n d  don't come
up with "I f  you don't like South
Dade ship out." Because my
parents pay taxes just like any-
one else and just as much. The
school is no longer their school,
but ours too.

A. ROSALYN MOSS

Overcrowding
Of Schools
`Disgraceful'
Editor, The News Leader:

How many is too many?
Are school boundaries arbi-

Ivry? W h a t  does i t  take for
the school board to shift chil-
dren to help relieve a n  ex-
tremely overcrowded elemen-
tary school?

* *  *
I AM speaking about t  h e

1,354 students at Cutler Ridge
Elementary compared t o  530
at Perrine and 597 at  G u 1 f-
stream.

It seems to me that i t  would
be easier and cost less to shift
children to the less crowded
schools than to move portables
or wait for more to arrive, if
there are any available.

The situation a t  C u t l e r
Ridge Elementary is disgrace-
ful and something should b  e
done immediately.

Boundaries have been chang-
ed for less pressing needs but
this situation is  disgraceful.

I won't even go into the de-
plorable situation a t  C u t l e r
Ridge Junior High. I t  keeps
getting worse each year a  n d
nothing is done to relieve the
overcrowded mess.* *  *

WHAT D O  y o u  parents
think? Perhaps i f  more par-
ents started thinking and d i d
some acting, we would h a v e
one step started towards qual-
ity education.

A CONCERNED PARENT
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That 'Threaten Peaceful Education'

Boar roposes Curb
On School Nicknames

Proimises
To Mediate
At S. Dade

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

D a d e  's S c h o o l  B o a r d
stepped into the South Dade
High controversy Wednes-
day, calling for a new policy
eliminating any school nick-
names t h a t  " threaten t h e
peaceful education o f  s t u -
dents."

The board  a l so  sa id  i t
would mediate discussions of
a group o f  parents o f  black
and white students at  South
Dade, where the name "Re-
bels" and Confederate trap-
pings caused Negroes t o
protest.

—Herald Staff Photo by BOB EAS'

Mrs. Thomasina Hunter Pleads for Nickname Change
. .  .  'make a decision before it  is too lair'



The board did not vote on
the new policy o n  school
names, instead merely asking
Superintendent D r .  Edward
L. Whigham t o  draf t  t h e
statement. It will require two
votes before it becomes poli-
cy, by Oct. 16 at the soonest.

If i t  passes, South Dade
High School will have to stop
using the Confederate sym-
bols which have become the
focal point of the school and
community's racial troubles,

Board member Jack Gor-
don proposed t h e  po l i cy,
statement forbidding use of
offensive symbols,

A major i ty o f  the seven-
member board indicated they
will support it. Gordon, Wil-
liam Lehman, M r s .  A n n a
Brenner Meyers a n d  T e d
Slack to ld The Herald tha t
they would vote in  favor o f
it.

C. T.  McCrimmon, board
chairman, Mrs. Helene Vos-
loh a n d  Holmes Braddock
said they want  t o  study, i t
further.

The select 20-member ht•
racial committee will hold its
first meeting Tuesday a t  7
p.m. a t  t h e  h igh school.
There wil l  be a t  least one
student o f  each race from
the high school on the com-
mittee.

Odell Johns, South Dade
hail bondsman and political
leader, was  t he  spokesman
for t he  black parents w h o
will se lec t  t h e  committee
members.

Jack Levy, a white parent,
and City Manager Olaf Pear-
son, said they would select
the white membership.

The board took i ts action
after hearing pleas from Mrs.
T h o m a s  t o  change t h e
school's nickname "Rebel,"
and eliminate use of the Con-
federate f lag, band uniform
and song "Dixie" before the
"lid blows off down there."

Breaking down i n  tears,
Mrs. Hunter said, "Our chil-
dren are  tired o f  waiting.
They won't listen to us any-
more. We are begging you to
make a  decision before it's
too late."

Mrs. H u n t e r  s a i d  b l a c k
parents h a d  t r i ed  t o  stay,
away f rom the  controversy
and let the students work i t
out but had been "dragged"
into i t  by white parents who
claimed " w e  were  f ight ing
something they've had for 15

School Board Proposes
Curb on School Nicknames

racial meetings because they
were so outnumbered.

The board was faced with
overruling a Monday vote of
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
students in which more than
a 1.000 o f  them supported
retaining t h e  Confederate
symbols. Black students boy-
cotted the election.

Board members po in ted
out they had asked the stu-
dents t o  t r y  and solve the

racial problems themselves
after N e g r o  students a p -
peared a t  a  board meeting
Aug. 7  asking a n  e n d  t o
discriminatory policies at  the
school including the  use o f
confederate symbols.

"Had I  known there would
be a  vote taken," said Mrs.
Meyers Wednesday, " I  would
have requested there not be."

Gordon said,  "Maybe  i t
was a  mistake t o  urge the
students t o  w o r k  o u t  t h e
problem themselves. "Maybe
it once was possible, but  i t
no longer is today, for  white

-Herald Staff Photo by BOB EAST

School Board Hears Odell Johns
. . .  spokes▶nan for black parents

people t o  understand t h e
depths of  feelings black peo-
ple have about many things."

"We probably should just
have told the students to get
together and t ry  to agree on
a new symbol," he said.

We made a  mistake, let's
correct it."

Dr. W h i g h a m  s a i d  t h e
school administration has not
left i t  solely up to  the stu-
dents t o  solve the i r  racial
problems.

Whigham said school offi-
cials f rom both the distr ict
and central offices have been
meeting with individuals and
groups t ry ing  t o  solve t he
problems.

"We requested t h e  s t u -
dents to  t r y  and solve their
problems, b u t  we ' ve  been
down there talking, too."

Mrs. Hunter blamed most
of the racial tension on par-
ents and begged the board
to make a decision.

"Once y o u  s e t t l e  t h e
school issue, we  can handle
the communi ty  problems,"
she said.

Johns c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e
board to  "pick up the fallen
banner o f  j u s t i ce , "  a n d
termed Monday ' s  s t u d e n t
vote a "Spectacle and mock-
ery o f  the  Democratic pro-
cess."

"We have  n o  desire t o
allow our children to be gov-
erned and dominated by their
peers because those peers
are the majority."

"We d o n ' t  desire rac ia l
love b u t  w e  d o  require a
proper atmosphere conducive
to education. Some  2,000
hostile whi te  youths innun-
date something less than 200
black students."

Johns warned the board's
inaction could be the "spark
to ignite fumes to  blow the
lid off Dade County."

Gordon l a t e r  responded
that the  board should take
action n o t  because o f  t h e
threat o f  violence, w h i c h
could occur no matter what
the f i na l  decision, b u t  be-
cause "we have the authority
to take a stand for  the peo-
ple we represent."

years."
She also said black parents

couldn't g e t  a n y w h p r o  a t  h i_



Policy Sought
To Bar Divisive
School Symbols

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

The School Board unani-
mously instructed Superin-
tendent Edward Whigham to
write a  p o l i c y  forbidding
school use  o f  a n y  symbol
that " in ter feres w i t h  t h e
learning situation."

All seven members a lso
agreed t o  meet w i th  a  20-
member South Dade biracial
committee t o  discuss t h e
problem at South Dade High,
where u s e  o f  Confederate
symbolh h a s  l e d  t o  b i t t e r
protests by Negro students.

The proposed policy wi l l
be presented for  discussion
at the board's Oct. 2 meeting.
Under board rules, i t  cannot
be adopted until the Oct. 16
meeting.

Three members indicated
objections to the wording of
the proposal. B u t  a l l  seven
voted to  ask that the policy

be prepared. T h e  motion
adopted is:

"That t h e  superintendent
be asked to bring back to the
next board meeting a  policy
that wil l  forbid school use of
any insignia, emblem, flag or
any other symbol that inter-
feres with the learning situa-
tion or  tends to  create divi-
sions within the school that
threaten the peaceful educa-
tion o f  the students."

The meeting with 10 black
and 10 white representatives
of parents, students or teach-
ers at South Dade High is set
for next Tuesday night at the
school.

The board acted late yes-
terday after a  delegation o f
Negro parents f r o m  South
Dade pleaded for specific ac-
tion.

"We're afraid. We're ask-
ing you t o  w o r k  quickly,"
said Tomasina Hunter. "We
have whi te students int imi-
dating our small children a t
Homestead Junior High. Our
children are tired. We can't
continue to tell them to hold
on."

Fighting tears, she  said,
"It's too late t o  say 'wait.'
We want t o  work  w i th  the
white parents, but they don't
want to work with us."

Several o f  the Negro par-
ents t o l d  t h e  board t h e i r
children w e r e  greeted t h e
first day of school by a dum-
my hung on a pole in front of
the school. They said a sign
on the dummy said, "Nigger,
go home."

"If we  don't get an  an-
swer," Mrs. Hunter told the
board, "the l id is going to
blow off."

And Odell Johns, who has
served as a  spokesman f o r
South Dade Negro parents in
controversies in recent years
over Mays High and Miami
Killian H i g h ,  wa rned  t h e
board:

"Inaction may  ignite the
fuse that will blow the lid off
South Dade County."

S e v e r a l  weeks before
school started, a  group o f
black students asked  t h e
board to instruct South Dade
High to  stop using "Rebels"
as a  school nickname, the
Confederate flag as a school
s y m b o l  a n d  Confederate
uniforms for the school band.
The young men said the Con-
federate symbols mean slav-
ery a n d  w h i t e  racism t o
black students.

The board  assigned i t s
biracial group o f  seven stu-
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Policy Sought To Ban
Divisive School Symbol

Continued From Page 3A

dent aides t o  meet w i t h  a
biracial group of. South Dade
High students to t ry to settle
the problem through discus-
sion.

With less than three weeks
of ta lk  behind them, t h e
South Dade students held a

"vote" o n  Monday, boy-
cotted by the fewer than 200
Negro students in the school's
enrollment o f  1,300.  T h e
white young people voted
overwhelmingly to retain all
the Confederate symbols.

Board members po in ted
out yesterday they had i n -
structed t h e  s tudents  t o
work o u t  t he  problem b u t
that they had not called for a
vote.

"I f  I had known you would
hold o n e , "  Member  A n n a
Brenner M e y e r s  s a i d ,  " I
would have opposed it."

Member Jack Gordon, who
presented the motion for the
policy change, told the board
and the parents:

"Regardless o f  t h e  a t t i -

tudes o f  taxpayers, we can-
not be put in the position of
maintaining a  racist stance
when i t  is pointed out to us;
when responsible press and
church leaders s a y,  ' l e t ' s
quit,' and  when a l l  decent
opinion is on the side of eli-
minating racist symbols."

Jack Levy, who has served
as a spokesman for the white
parents, said, "Our concern
is that the kids get an educa-
tion. The  w a y  things a r e
going now, they'll grow up
good for nothing."

Olaf Pearson, city manager
of Homestead, said he hoped
the t w o  groups o f  adul ts
could work out the problems.
He said i t  was possible that
the un i fo rm a n d  t h e  f l a g
might be given up  but  that
the name "Rebel" and the
use of  "Dixie" as the school
song should be retained.

" I  strongly urge that  the
meeting be held as soon as
possible," he said

Johns responded that  the
black parents "cannot com-
promise."

Board m e m b e r  W i l l i a m
Lehman s a i d  b o t h  groups
would need t o  compromise.
"Let's go into the meeting in
a spir i t  o f  conciliation," he
said.



Harder To Be Good Loser
Than To Be Good Winner

Editor, The News Leader:
I know, through personal •ex-

perience, that i t  is much hard-
er to be a good loser than to
be a good winner.

Last w e e k  School Board
member Holmes Braddock ad-
vised the whites i n  our com-
munity that they should b  e
good winners. Yesterday Mr.
Crabtree urged the whites t  o
be good winners, and not chide
the losers. * *

NEITHER gentleman h a d
any word to the blacks t h a t
they should be good losers.

The blacks have already in-
dicated through their failure to
vote, their threatened boycott
of South Dade merchants, and
the statement that they would
appeal again to the Dade Coun-
ty School Board for a directive
suitable to them, that t h e y
have no intention of being good
losers.

Until such time as the black
people in  our community and
country realize that the proper
way to achieve their goals i  s
not through threats, demands,
rioting, and terror tactics, but
through the hand of friendship,
we will continue in turmoil.

The black students at  South
Dade wou ld  h a v e  achieved
their desires, in time, had they
only gone to their school and
participated in school programs
and cultivated the friendship of

their fellow students.
After achieving this friend-

ship, and only then, could they
have asked and received fu l l
consideration f o r  t h e i r  r e -
quests.

* *
WE MUST all begin again,

with al l  students a t  S o u t h
Dade willing to participate i n
school activities u n d e r  the
Rebel banner. I f  the b l a c k
students pull away in their own
group, I  fear for the future.

They must be  willing t  o
work with the majority, f  o r
without the hand of friendship
from the whites, the b l a c  ks
cannot advance. T h e y  can
still win their point as far us
the name  change through
friendship, but this now l i e s
further i n  the future because
of the militant attitude o f  the
demand.

...WAYNE L .  LAWRENCE
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`Education'
First, SD
Students Told

Bullets Fired Into
McLean's Business
Three bullets w e r e  f i red

through the front windows o f
McLean's Floral and Gift Shop-
pe on N. Krome Avenue some-
time during the night, Wednes-
day, Homestead police reported
today.

They drilled holes through
twc glass panels on the south

Slack Tells
His Position

Dade school board member
Ted Slack said today he's not
prepared to vote now on a
change in the name "Rebels"
for South Dade High S c h o o l
athletic teams, nor a ban o  n
the school band's playing o  I
the song "Dixie."

Slack said he doesn't believe
the band uniforms are really
Confederate uniforms, either.

He added that there is "some
feeling in the board" that the
Confederate flag should not be
the school f lag. ( H e  noted,
however, that state law p  e r-
mits display of the Confederate
flag.)

Slack made the statements to
clarify his own position on use
of the Old South symbols h  y
the student body at the h i g h
school.

side of the north door, and the
impact knocked out a  small
piece of  concrete from above
the door.

Police Officer Donald Brager,
who investigated, recovered one
complete bullet and two bullet
jackets from inside the build-
ing. They will be sent to the bal-
listics department o f  D a d e
County Public Safety Depart-
ment, Brager said.

It was no t  know whether
there was any connection be-
tween the vandalism and the
fact that John McLean, owner
of the shop, is chairman of the
Homestead community relations
board.

The board has played a med-
iating role in the current racial
controversy a t  South - Dade
Dade High School.

Dixieland
Theme Of
Band Show

South Dade's 80-piece march-
ing band panned to appear at
the South Dade - North Miami
football game this afternoon in
full uniform, including its John-
ny Reb caps, a  band spokes-
man said.

As of 10 a.m. today, t h e r e
had been no directive to t  h e
contrary, and the band, p  1 u s
majorettes, flagettes and drill
team, planned to go ahead with-
its pre - game and half - time
shows, u s i n g  a  Dixieland
theme.

School officials a t  South
Dade apparently are proceed-
ing as directed by the outcome
of last Monday's student vote,
and are regarding last night's
board action as unofficial until
such time as the school super-
intendent puts the symbol•and-
emblem ban into action.

South Dade High School stu-
dents were told this morning to
get back to  education" and

let the school board and black
and white mediation committees
settle a racial dispute that has
split the student body.

Acting Principal H o w a r d
Crabtree told students in a talk
over the public address system
this morning that the dispute
over Civi l  War-linked names
and symbols "has been taken
out of the school by board ac-
tion."

"This i s  what we wanted,"
he said. "Now let these order-
ly processes be set up to handle
it, while we get back to what
we are here for — education."

Until such processes are set
up and until there is an official
directive concerning the Rebel
nickname, Confederate f l ag ,
Johnny Reb band uniforms andi
use of the song "Dixie," Crab-i
tree told students he intends to
abide by the results o f  their
election on these questions last
Monday.

"I wouldn't break faith with
my students," he stated. "They
were told that their election
would settle these questions,
and until I  get a directive that
says otherwise, that is what we
must abide by."

.lack Levy, head of Concern-
ed Parents Organization, agreed.
"Nobody should deny students
some expression o  f school
spirit," he told Crabtree.

South Dade's acting principal
reiterated his faith in the 1,400-
plus teenagers who make up
the student body. "They have
the good sense not to do any-
thing that would deface or dis-
grace their school," he said.
"I firmly believe that."



Adopts Motion Setting Up New Policy

School Board Wavers
On Rebel Fuss

Bi-racial Panel
To Get Problem
By JAMES MAXWELL

After a  lengthy hearing o  n
the use o f  Rebel symbols a  t
South Dade High Schoo', t h e
Dade School Board on i ts own
motion late Wednesday decided
to supervise an interracial con-
ference next Tuesday night i n
an effort  to  settle the dispute.

The board unanimously adop-
ted the motion, instructing the
school superintendent t o  p r o -
pose to  the board a  chang o f
policy which prohibits the use
of school symbols t h a t
fere wi th  education o r  create
student body discord i n  a  n y
Dade County school.

Under School Board  r u l e s
such a  change of  policy cannot
be made effecilve unt i l  t  h e
second board m e e t  in  Octo-
ber.

The effort o f  the board t  o
promote better community re-
lations b e g a n  w h e n  Board
Member Jack Gordon cited a
News Leader editorial w  h
appeared o n  Tu e s d a y  a n d
which advocated a  g radua l
phasing out o f  Confederacy -
linked symbols a t  the s  c h ool.

Board members, particularly
William Lehman, pointed o  u t
that the prohibition o f  symbols
will no t  create interracial har-
mony. T h e  board then began
a search for a way in w h i c h
the t w o  fact ions
brought together a  n d set t le
their differences.

Chairman C. T.  l',IcCrimmon
sought t o  arrange a  b i rac ia l
meeting of parents to work out
their difficulties before t  n c
board meets in  October to  de-
cide on a  symbol policy.

For awhile th is seemen i m -
possible. J a c k  Levy, a  Home-
stead photographer who repre-
sents a  group of white parents,
said his side was wil l ing t  o
meet. H e  announced a  meet-
ing fo r  Wednesday n ight  t h a t
had been called a t  the Home-
stead City Ha l l  and said invi-
tations had been extend.,d t  o
25 white and the same number
of black parents -.to attend.

Odell Johns, a  Goulds bonds-

man who was chosen spokes-
man for the black group, said,
an for  the black group, s  a i d,
"We are not interested in any
biracial meeting. W e  w a n t
board action now."

Mrs. Thomasina Hunter  o f
Florida City and o t l ie r  mem-
bers o f  the black group s a i d
their members would n o t  a t -
tend t h e  Wednesday n i g h t
meeting because they fel t  i  t
was useless.

The black group told t  h e
board that  they wanted action
now. S o m e  o f  the group de-
m.tinded that the board pass a
motion " today"  barr ing a  11
Confederate w a r  symbols a t
South Dade High. S o m e  o  f
the group threatened that i f
immediate action was - not t a -
ken there would be riots a  n d
disorder i n  South Dade.

When th is  apparent impasse
was reached, Homestead C i t y
Manager Olaf Pearson address-
ed the board.

"In m y  opinion t h e  t  w o
groups can work out the prob-
lem," Pearson said, " F o r  i n -
stance we can drop the  Con-
federate f lag  and  the unifftna
cap a n d  reta in  D ix ie  a s  a
school song and Rebel a s  a
school name. A t  least t h i s
could be a  point o f  discussion,
and I  urge tha t  both groups
meet together."

At this point the board r e -
cessed for a short time and be-
gan in formal  p r iva te  discus-
sions. A t  the same t ime the
black g r o u p  caucused i n  a
small room across the hallway.

Chairman McCrimmon m o v -
ed between the leaders o f  the
two groups and talked. H  e
stressed that laws and regula-
tions do not produce communi-
ty cooperation. T h i s ,  he point-
ed out, requires people to-peo-
ple dialogue. T h e n  McCrim-
mon reconvened the hoard, and
by open negotiation wi th t  h e
two s i d e s  w o r k e d  o u t  . the
ground rules fo r  the Tuesday
night conference.

The seven members o r  t  h
school board as a n  informal
group wi l l  supervise t h e  ( t i -
eussion between 10 whites and
10 black persons. E a c h  group
shall consist o f  the parents o f
eight students, one student and
one spokesman t h e  g r o u p s
may select. T h e  meeting wi l l
he closed to  the public and to
the press, provided t h e  press
can be  excluded 1  e,g a 1 1 y.
(Board Attorney George Bolles
was instructed t o  research this
question and advise the board.)

The meeting w i l l  be held i n
the South school district office.

If more meetings supervised
by the hoard a r e  necessary
they w i l l  be held.

It i s  the hope o f  the board
that, i n  these in formal  meet-
ings, the formula can be found
which w i l l  lessen interracial
differences i n  the South Dade
area and prevent their  occur-
rence i n  o ther  par ts  o f  t h e
country.



BOYCOTT OF SCHOOLS CONSIDERED

Dyer Slams Inaction On Race Problem
By LOUISE BLANCHARD

M i a m i  N e w s  Repor te r

B l a c k  act iv is t  Bernard
Dyer said today he does not
see tha t  anything has hap-
pened in Miami as a result of
the rioting in  August "other
than a kind of  turning away
from the problem again."

He said he is  considering
organizing a  coun tyw ide
school b o y c o t t  b y  N e g r o
pupils, who constitute nearly
25 per cent o f  public school
enrollment.

The controversy a t  South
Dade High over  the school

nickname, "Rebels , "  c o u l d
have b e e n  avoided, D y e r
said, i f  the School Board had
acted even on part of a group
of community recommenda-
tions he presented in July.

" I  don ' t  wan t  t o  get  In-
volved in any more negative
programs," said Dyer, who is
director o f  the Liberty C i ty
Community Council. "But  i n
the absence o f  good faith, I
may be forced to begin orga-
nizing something I  d o n ' t
want to see happen."

"The school system," Dyer
said, "has moved more t o -

ward disintegration than inte-
gration.

"We've been trying to gear
our program toward positive
action. But i t  is beginning to
seem that  the School Board
offers us no other alternative
but to organize a school boy-
cott.

" I f  a  negative approach is
what t hey  want , "  h e  said,
"this is what they'll get."

He said that although Ne-
groes const i tute n e a r l y  a
quarter of the school popula-
tion, " t he re  a r e  n o  b lack
faces on  the  School Board,

where policies affecting the
lives o f  b lack children a re
made."
• T h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  h a s
created s i x  administrat ive
districts w i t h i n  t h e  school
system, h e  said, and  there
are no black district superin-
tendents. I n  the  s ix  district
offices, D y e r  said, there i s
only one black distr ict-level
administrator.

"There is  no black person
at a high level of administra-
tion," h e  sa id ,  " t o  m a k e
known t h e  wishes and  de-
sires of the black community
that w i l l  be reflected i n  the
policies made by our elected
officials."

trouble a t  South Dade High
could have been prevented i f
the board had created a per-
manent investigating c o m -
mittee " t o  investigate a l l
alleged a c t s  o f  prejudiced
behavior o r  discr iminatory
practices w h i c h  i n t e r f e r e
with t h e  social,  emotional
and educational development
of black students attending
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  w h i t e
schools."

Creation o f  the committee
was the f i rst  o f  four propos-
als D y e r  presented t o  t h e
School B o a r d  d u r i n g  t h e
summer. A l l  f o u r  proposals
were unanimously adopted

Dyer said he believes the Continued on Page 6A, Col. 3
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Dyer Slams Racial Inaction
Continued from Page 1

by a  committee Including
distinguished cit izens, w e l -
fare recipients a n d  school
dropouts, Dyer said.

"The proposal  w a s  n o t
mine —  i t  was made by the
co m m un i t y, "  Dyer  said.
Among committee members
he listed Athalie Range, Mi -
ami's f i r s t  Negro c i t y  com-
missioner, and Ear l  Carroll,
the f i rs t  Negro Metro Com-
mission member.

Black militants and white
conservatives should be  i n -
cluded o n  the  investigating
committee —  "people w h o
might no t  be afraid t o  use
derogatory t e r m s  t o w a r d
each other," he said.

"The commi t tee  w o u l d
have to be balanced out with
people who  are n o t  a t  the
extremes," h e  s a i d ,  " b u t
you've got to have people at
both ends of the pole to get a
dialogue."

"Dade County has many
problems that  are not going
away just because w e  tu rn
our heads," he said. "When a
person does look honestly at
the problems, he's called an
agitator."

Although Dyer said School
Board members have prom-
ised improvements, " t h e r e
still are two  black students
who drop out o f  school fo r
each white student.

"A high school diploma is
almost mandatory t o  ge t  a
job — even a street-sweeping
job," Dyer  said. " W e  can' t
allow this k ind  o f  genocide
to continue i n  o u r  school
system."

Of the South Dade H igh
controversy, Dyer said:

"Symbols a lways  m e a n
something to men. The Con-
federate f lag means white
racism —  it's a  symbol o f
white racism."

In a n  e lect ion M o n d a y
boycotted by  black students,

BERNARD DYER

white students at South Dade
High voted overwhelmingly
to re ta in  t h e  school n i ck -
name, use of the Confederate
flag, and use o f  Confederate
Army uniforms for the band.
There are  about 200 b lack
students in the school's 1,300
enrollment.

Negro parents from South
Dade were to ask the School
Board late today t o  change
the nickname .

If t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m
doesn't begin " t o  d o  some-
thing about t h e  problems
that exist here," Dyer said,
the community will be unable
to attract industry.

"And indust ry  i s  neces-
sary. L a c k  o f  employment
helps perpetuate the ghetto,"

he said.
The Liberty Ci ty  Commu-

nity Council's other recom-
mendations presented to  the
School Board l a s t  summer
included:

Creation o f  an administra-
tive d is t r i c t  t o  cover  t h e
Model C i t y  area i n  nor th-
western Miami  " t o  provide
the b lack  community w i t h
some control over education-
al policies and practices that
affect the operation o f  pre-
dominantly black schools."

The district should have a
larger number of  black ad-
ministrators.

Continuation o f  planning
for a  demonstration school
for educationally disadvan-
taged children.

Creation of in-service edu-
cation centers, particulrly at
Miami Northwestern High,
Drew Middle School and the
new Olinda Demonstration
School, to give teachers on-
the-job training in  teaching
disadvantaged children.

No Social Issue
ALL THIS flap about South

Dade High School's use o f
the nickname, "The Rebels,"
and the Confederate flag has
gotten a lot of danders up.

As Ralph Canaday, of 600
NE 2 2 n d  Te r. ,  t o l d  m e
Wednesday:

"This is terrible, and a bit
ridiculous. The Confederate
flag is a piece of history. I t
does not stand for tyranny
or slavery a n d ,  certainly
should not be construed as a
social issue."

I quite agree w i th  M r .
Canaday. While I'm certainly
in sympathy with the objec-
tives of  civil rights groups,
the South  D a d e  episode
seems to stretch a point a bit
thin.

I
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Board Must Decide
R̀ebel' Issue

Maybe t h e  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e
students a t  S o u t h  D a d e  H i g h
School never could have worked
out their differences by themselves,
but the disappointing fact  is  that
they weren't really given the op-
portunity.

The School Board t r ied.  T h e
black students sent a delegation to
the Board a  month o r  so ago t o
object t o  the nickname "Rebels",
the Confederate band uniforms and
other reminders of the slave era in
the South. A  whi te delegation at-
tended to present the case for his-
tory and tradition. The board, rec-
ognizing a  reasoning approach by
the delegations, referred the matter
to a bi-racial committee of respon-
sible students from the school.

At this point, however, there is
considerable evidence t h a t  t h e
efforts of the committee were over-
shadowed by pressures from white
parents and politicians. Where the
youngsters might have been willing
to compromise, t h e  adul ts we re
unyielding. The issue was put to a
vote, and the white students voted
about 10 to 1 to retain the symbols.
The Negroes boycotted the election
as being an exercise in futility.

It i s  a  tr ibute t o  t h e  lasting
patience o f  the  black youngsters
that they returned t o  school and

that incidents have been few.  I f
calm prevails, i t  is because people
like Bishop James L. Duncan of the
Espiscopal diocese and other reli-
gious leaders spent their weekend
trying to  talk sense to  the parties
concerned.

But tension i s  h igh,  a s  y o u
might expect, and there has been
no satisfactory solution to the basic
issue.

Now the situation is back in the
School Board's lap. I t  i s  a  hard
decision, but  one that involves the
sensitivities, i f  not rights, o f  a mi-
nority. And while i t  is all well and
good for whites to say that blacks
should not be offended when their
school adopts the uniforms and

other trappings o f  the  Confeder-
acy, the fact  is that  they are of-
fended, and understandably so.

It seems t o  us  ordinary good
manners would dictate that  these
trappings, being offensive to some
students, should be removed. Cer-
tainly i t  is not the sort o f  thing a
majority can decide b y  vote, any
more than a  majori ty can decide
what church we should all attend.

Since nothing short  o f  School
Board action is likely to accomplish
the removal of these symbols in the
present circumstance, t h e n  i t  i s
time the School Board act.
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—Herald S ta f f  Photo  b y  B O B  E A S

a l l y i n g  R o u n d  b a n d  played Dixie, all for perhaps the last time. The
school's O ld  South symbols are expected t o  be
eliminated by Dade School Board action. The gsme

The controversial banner o f  the Confederacy yet  p r o c e e d e d  without incident, and the Rebel-rousing
waved over the land of South Dade High School at w e n t  for naught — North Miami High School won,
a Thursday afternoon footbal l  game —  and the  1 9 - 7 .



Scoles, North Miami
Flag Rebels, 19 to 7

S. Dade N .  M i a m i
First  downs 10 9
Rushing y a r d a g e 94 143
Passing yardage 60 7
Passes 4-22-2 1.7-1
Punts 3-31.7 4-26.5
Fumbles lost 3 1
Yards  penalized 15 35

By KEN SMALL
Herald Prep  Edi tor

The h a l f t i m e  s h o w  o f
South Dade H i g h  School's
most controversial foo tba l l
opener in 16 years Thursday
w a s e n t i t l e d  " D i x i e l a n d
Kickoff." South Dade's o f -
fensive unit wore Rebel flags
on their helmets. Ten Rebel
flags fluttered over the South
Dade cheering sections.

Even a four-man CBS team
from Atlanta was on hand to
catch t h e  drama o f  South
Dade opening a m i d  rac i a l
tension s p u r r e d  b y  t h e
school's Old South ties.

All the network cameras
caught, however, were South
Dade fumbles and intercep-
tions and a  power-running
North Miami fullback named
Bob Scoles as North Miami
scored a  surprisingly easy
19-7 victory.

South Dade faculty spotted
only one o f  the school's ap-
proximately 160 Negro stu-
dents, w h o  have advocated
new school nickname, song
and symbols since the open-
ing of school. That lone stu-
dent sat on the North- Miami
side of Harris field in Home-
stead.

The game w a s  switched
from 8  p.m. t o  3:30 p.m. in

hopes of avoiding demonstra-
tions by students or parents.
Few parents were among the
crowd of 2,500.

South Dade  Coach L e o
Martin w a s  unsure i f  t h e
school disorders the past two
weeks affected h i s  t e a m ,
which lost i ts f i rs t  game to
North Miami in five years.

"We thought it  would fire
us up," he said. "1 guess i t
could work both ways and it
worked against us."

North Miami scored twice
in 31 seconds in  the second
period b y  converting a  pai r
of fumbles into touchdowns.
The Pioneers added  t h e i r
third touchdown of the quar-
ter fewer than three minutes
later (w i th  1:39 l e f t  i n  the
half) f o l l o w i n g  a  4 3 -yard
pass interception re tu rn  t o
the South Dade 14.

South Dade's  James J .
Accursio returned a  punt 77
yards fo r  a  touchdown wi th
1:40 left in the game to avoid
a shutout.

North Miami's John Thom-
as picked off a fumble at the
South Dade 24 and carried i t
to the seven t o  set  up  the
first score. O n  four th  and
inches from the goal quarter-
back G a r y  Jones sneaked
across.

Senior tackle Dennis Ne-
ville, playing his first foot-
ball game, picked up Eddie
McMichael's fumbled option
just seconds later and ram-

bled 2 1  yards f o r  another
touchdown.

South Dade took the next
kickoff and moved to  i ts 48
before linebacker Bob Beas-
ley picked o f f  a  McMichael
pass a t  the North Miami 43
and weaved his way through
heavy t ra ff ic  t o  t h e  South
Dade 14. Two plays gained to
the seven before second-unit
quarterback Jose R ios  e n -
tered a t  halfback, t o o k  a
pitchout a n d  p a s s e d  t o
halfback Gary Lane fo r  the
touchdown.

The game also was a victo-
ry for the football jamboree,
the game-conditioned, inter-
squad scrimmages i n  t h e
Orange Bowl two weeks ago.
North Miami appeared slug-
gish and ineffective in  that
tuneup. South Dade did not
participate.

"We regarded that as just
a n o t h e r  practice," Nor th
Miami Coach E d  Sul l ivan
explained. " W e  d idn ' t  even
clean our shoes for it."

Sullivan l i f ted t h e  wraps
on s e v e r a l  innovat ions
Thursday, most  importantly
a r o c k -like 4 - 3  defense.
"We've never used that  de-
fense at North Miami," Sulli-
van added, "Why show i t  to
everybody in a jamboree."

North M i a m i  0  19 0  0 - 1 9
South Dade 0  0  0  7 —  7
N M —Jones 1 r u n  ( k i c k  fa i led)
NM—Nevi l le  21 r u n  w i t h  f u m b l e  ( W e s t e r
kick)
NM—Lane 7  p a s s  f r o m  R i o s  ( k i c k
blocked) .
SD—JJ A c c u r s i o  7 7  p u n t  r e t u r n  ( P o w e l l

k ick)
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Pioneer• Victory Sweet
For Fullback Scoles

By CHARLIE NOBLES
Miami News Sports Writer

Bob Scoles doesn't spor t  a  Mohawk
haircut l ike 31 o f  his North Miami High
football teammates. But Scoles is living up
to the spirit behind the haircut.

"Our defensive guys did i t  mostly," he
said, "and it's brought up our morale a lot.
I just try to do as good on offense as they
do on defense."

Both Scoles, a  185-pound fullback, and
the North Miami defense played well yes-
terday as the Pioneers beat South Dade, 19-
7, at Harris Field in a game that was shift-
ed to the afternoon because of controversy
between Negroes and whites at South Dade
over the school's nickname — Rebels.

To prevent any  problems, there were
several dozen policemen i n  the area. Ac-
tually, though, all the action took place on
the field. Many of the South Dade football
players had Rebel f lag insignias taped to
their helmets, and some of the fans brought
along real Rebel flags, bu t  there were no
incidents.

There also were no Negro fans on South
Dade's side of the field, although some 160
of them are enrolled at the school.

The crowd o f  around 2,000 was disap-
pointing to  Rebel coach Leo Martin. "This
thing cost us $1,000," he said, "and I  don't
know how we're going to make i t  up, ei-
ther."

In past years, South Dade had attracted
a fu l l  house f o r  i ts  season-opening game
against North Miami.

Martin seemed more upset, however, in
the game's outcome. " I  don' t  know,"  he
said, " i t 's hard to say whether this contro-

versy hurt us or  not. I  really thought our
kids were ready to  play a football game.
But . .  . "

The coach seemed drained by the dem-
oralizing turn of  events of  the last month.
"Snap out of i t  Martin," he told himself in
the coaches' office. " I 've got to remember
we have nine games to go."

Scoles played a big part in making i t  an
unhappy day f o r  South Dade. He  bolted
through the Rebel defense for 104 yards in
24 carries, much of it on possession plays.

Ironically, Scoles a l m o s t  never got
to play. Last season Bob was a first string-
er until six days before the season opened.
Then a doctor's examination showed he had
diabetes.

That ended h i s  football season r i gh t
there. " I  had to go on a diet," he said, "and
condition myself on how to eat."

Gradually, Scoles was able to curb the
problem. Then, w i th  football i n  mind, he
began weightlifting and working out again.
"I've put on 25 pounds since then," he said.

And Bob pu t  i t  t o  good use against
South Dade. Af ter North Miami scored 19
points i n  the  second quarter, h is  steady
gains into the middle helped the Pioneers
play ball control.

North Miami's tough defense — headed
by Bob Beasley and Tom Watson —  also
prevented a  South Dade comeback. The
Rebels' only score came on a 77-yard punt
return by Jim Accursio with 1:40 left in the
game.

"The jamboree helped us a  lot , "  said
North Miami coach Ed Sullivan afterward.
" I t  told us what we had to  do for  home-
work." Apparently, the Pioneers did it, too.



North (Miami) 19, South (Dade) 7
THE REBELS put up a good fight and a good show
but the North won again. North Miami High School
defeated South Dade High 19-7 at Harris Field in

Homestead Thursday. Football players wore Rebel
insignia on their helmets, the band played "Dixie,"
and the Rebel battle flags waved.

But Everything Was Peaceful

Rebs Get Full 'Exposure'
By PAUL J. EGAN

Sports Editor
Those anticipating r a c i a l

problems at Thursday a f t e r-
noons' South Dade - North Mi-
ami football opener — had to
be as disappointed as Reb fol-
lowers with the game outcome
— for there simply wasn't any.

Ir fact, Metro officers a s -
signed to the contest in case of
violence, could be seen leaning
on t  h e restraining fence a t
Harris Field fully intent o  n
watching the action.

And so i t  went with t h e
Homestead Police Department
and Dade County Board of Ed-
ucation security officers w  h o
found i t  a rather relatively ea-
sy assignment.

It well could have been a

case, however, of " ' I t  Ta k e  s
Two To Tango" for only t  w o
Negroes were detected on the
South Dade side of the field.

Whether this was a  boycott
until the nickname, flag a  n d
symbol of the school is chang-
ed is unknown — but all  indi-
cations lean to this thinking.

The "Johnny Reb" band, in
full uniform drew as much o r
more attention from the audi-
ence and the news media as
the football teams — i n  fact,
every number they  played
drew loud applause.

And especially when t h e  y
ushered the 1968 SD team o  n
the" field with the proverbial
"Dixie" which we swear w a s
played louder, longer and with
more enthusiasm than ever be-

fore.

But one teenage girl looked
upon i t  differently — babbling
between tears, "Today Dixie
sounds like a death march."* *

Never i n  the history o f  a
South Dade High School game
was so much exposure, b o t h
national and statewide, g i ven
to a contest.* *  *

For on hand were camera
crews from CBS, four Miami
TV stations and the top sports-
writers from the Dade County
area.

* *
Most of course were present

in case of a racial outbreak —
but when such failed to mater-
ialize they concentrated o  n
filming the band from e v e r y
possible angle.
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Dixie's A Catchy Tune,
Just Change The Words

Editor, The News Leader:

The students at  South Dade
, High School voted by a  large
majority, black students ab-
staining, to retain Dixie as the
school song,

I wonder i f  many o f  these
children would have felt a  n y
real desire for this song i f  i t
had had any other name b u t
Dixie, * *

I WONDER, too, how many
of these children gave a n y
thought to the origin and pur-
pose of the song. I t  was wr i t -
ten by the showman, Dan Em-
mett, f o r  use i n  his "burnt
cork" minstrel show in N  e w
York, and was very appropri-
ate to that purpose.

Of course the minstrels were
black - faced white men giving
a caricature of the "ignorant"
black man's performance.

Has Routh Dade sunk so low
that a song of this type ade-
quately represents the spirit,
hopes and ambitions of t  h e
school? I t  would seem t h a t
most o f  the whist  students
think so.

The melody of Dixie is lively
and catchy, and with appropri-
ate words could well serve for
a school song. W h y  cannot the
school authorities —  unless
they agree that the school is in
the class of a  "burnt cork"
minstrel aggregation — o f f e r
a contest f o r  students and
alumni for the best words for
a school song to be sung to the
tune of Dixie?* *

STUDENTS WHO respect the
school could sing these w o r ds
while those who regard t  h e
school as no better than a min-
strel s h o w  cou ld  sing the
"burnt cork" words.

Many years ago I  hea rd
some words sung to the tune of
Dixie, which, while not intend-
ed primarily for the use of a
school, are fair ly appropriate
most anywhere. I  suggest
they be used unti l  something
better can be found. A s  well
as I  can remember, they went
about as fellows: •
Come all who live in the USA

South Dade
B̀lew It'

Editor, The News Leader:
You blew it South Dade!
You had a chance to get rid

of those ug ly,  du l l ,  o u t  -
of -  the -  grave uniforms...
and you blew it.* *

YOU HAD a  chance to get
rid of a name which was a sym-
bol of defeat and bound to de-
feat before i t  started since i  t
went against all which w  a s
good and holy .  .  .  and y  o u
blew it.
You had a  chance t o  show
your parents you had a  mind
of your own and you didn't
have to conform .  . .  and you
blew it.

You had a chance to do unto
the least of God's people .  and
yru blew it,

You bred hatred .  .  .  May
God have mercy on you.

NAME WITHHELD

Come join with us and sing
today,

Work away, work away, o  r
the land of the free.

The USA forever, Hooray!
Hooray!

The Stars and Stripes s h a 11
wave above

The USA forever.
Hooray!, Hooray! The USA

forever!
Hooray! Hooray !  T  h e

Stars and Stripes forever.

The North. The South, the
East, the West,

We love them all for each Is.
best!

Work away! Work away, for
the land of the free.

But d o  not  boycott t  h e
schools. B a d  as they are, they
are all you have, so study hard
and try to become the most
competent human being possi-
ble. H .  B .  GORDON.

Student Action Praised
Editor, The News Leader:

Once again I  feel I  m u s t
write to your paper praising
the young people at South Dade
High for their. wisdom and in-
telligence in  trying to handle
this unfortunate s i tua t ion
that the black 'students h a v e
created at their school.

I wonder how the blacks
would like i t  i f  a handful o  f
white students had t o  attend
Mays High and tried to make
demands such as changing the
name of the school because Mr.
Mays was black and they were
white, etc.

SHARON CASH'S letter o  f

Sept. 17 is true. T h e  adminis-
tration a n d  f a c u l t y  a  r e
AFRAID (Let's face it). I t ' s
true. T h e  black race has the
white race scared to death.

I have an awful feeling that
within about 30 days the School
Board wi l l  undo all  you stu-
dents have worked so hard to
preserve. G o d  Bless you all.
I admire your courage. K e e p
fighting for your school.

We adults have made a  big
mess out of this world. Maybe
you young people who w i l l
take over in a few years can
straighten it out. L e t  us hope
so.

MRS. JACK MATCOVICH



Cooling Off Period
Needed In School Issue

Editor, The News Leader:
The tragic displays, demon-

strations and related charges
and counter -  charges occur-
ring at South Dade High School
and Homestead Jr. High should
be immediately stopped. Th is
is not the time to have adults
parading around the s c h o o l
grounds b e  t h e y  b lack  o r
white. N o r  should emotional
decisions be made by groups
conducting meetings whose end
result is to fire the flames and
perpetuate t h i s  unfortunate
controversy that is  paralyzing
the education process for a  11
students.

* *
THE SCHOOL administration

should be criticized f o r  inde-
cisiveness. Ac t i on  should b  e
taken to first establish the un-
restricted a n d  uninterrupted
continuance o f  school activi-
ties. A l l  demonstrations o  n
school grounds should be cur-
tailed by both parents and stu-
dents, and any violators should
be suspended i f  they are stu-
dents and arrested i f  adults.

From that point of departure
a committee of students w i t h
teachers a s  advisors o n l y
should m e e t  t o  determine

where there is agreement and
where there is difference. This
generation of  high school stu-
dents is  without doubt the f i -
nest and fully capable of mak-
ing decisions.

* *  *
IT IS APPARENT that the

noise, threats and demands are
made by 20 per cent of those
involved. W h a t  about the re-
maining 80 per cent who do not
agree completely wi th either
side of the issue. T  h  e s e
demands are not based on ab-
solute legal rights but more so
on sociological and psychologi-
cal issues. T h i s  is why there
must be an area c f  compro-
mise permitted. I t  is unwise
and unfair for the blacks t  o
make demands which are to-
tally unyielding. Likewise, i t
is unfair for the whites to con-
tend that not any changes will
be made.

The end result could be an
unfortunate tragedy to one o f
these children involved. T  h e
climate is ripe! L e t  us discon-
tinue a l l  meetings, boycotts,
demonstrations a n d  g rand -
stand play since nothing bene-
ficial i s  derived within t h i s
environment. T h i s  is not the

appropriate t i m e  for  inflam-
matory statements by  politi-
cians o r  psuedo -  politicians
who are educationally and so-
ciologically unequipped to cope
with this problem.

UNFORTUNATELY t h e
School Board has failed to take
an affirmative stand and per-
mitted the. situation to worsen.
They undoubtedly have some
positive plan to solve these is-
sues and have personnel equip-
ped to inquire into areas o  f
compromise. T h i s  problem is
basically one f o r  the School
Board and students.

The most appropriate action
at this time would be to cool
it! W h o  will rectify a tragedy
which could result i n  perma-
nen, physical damage to your
child — or mine? There were
in excess of a dozen knifings in
Dade County schools last year.
The pigment of the skin m a y
have been black or white, but
the blood that flowed was red.
Which noble white man o r
black man from that vociferous
and loud mouthed 20 per cent
will stand up and take credit
if this should occur?

JOSEPH S. MARCUS

Whites Pick
10 Members
Of Committee

White parents o f  Concerned
Parents Organization last night
selected 10 members who will
represent them at the confer-
ence table in attempts to settle
a racially - related controversy
over Confederate names and
symbols at South Dade H i g h
School.

Named t o  t h e  mediation
group were Jack Levy, George
Cooper Jr., Earl Wysong, Fred
Fuchs, Wayne Lawrence, Tom-
my Dolar, Wilbur Peeples, Joe
Accursio, Ruth Campbell n  d
Jim Bassage.

Chosen a s  student repre-
sentative was J im Bernecker,
head of a parallel organization
of concerned students.

Black parents are t o  select
their 10 - person committee and
the two parent groups w i l l
meet with the School Boaid
Tuesday night at South Da de
High to try to work out a com-
promise in the dispute.

%a.
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Calm Restored,
Crabtree Reports

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Acting South Dade H igh
School P r i nc i pa l  H o w a r d
Crabtree d r e w  a  standing
ovation Friday from parents
for restoring order  a t  t h e
tense school.

Crabtree was one of sever-
al school officials attending a
joint meeting o f  the Home-
stead and Florida City Com-
munity Relations Boards. The
meeting was  called t o  ex -
plain the work of the boards
and hear questions and ideas
surrounding t h e  rac ia l  u n -
rest.

Willie J .  Wr igh t ,  Sou th
District assistant superinten-
dent, said the prime cause of
racial disorder is the lack of
communication. He called for
moderate parents t o  take a
stand.

"Too long t he  moderates
have sat hack," Wright said,
"and let the militants hog the
spotlight."

Crabtree said he is  proud
of t h e  students a t  South
Dade.

"I've never m e t  a  more
understanding student body,"
he said.

There were no incidents at
the school during the  past
week.

The trouble-shooting prin-

cipal told parents i t  was his
decision t o  a l l ow  t h e  s tu -
dents to continue with plans
for t he  football  game l as t
T h u r s d a y .  Th is  included
playing Dixie and the band
wearing the Rebel uniform.

" I  predicted there would be
more Confederate flags there
than ever, "  Crabtree said.
However, h e  said, h e  was
pleased t o  f ind only " a  few
large flags, mostly carried by
non-students and some small
ones in the hands o f  elemen-
tary pupils."

Crabtree said he found out
Thursday night that a walk-
out b y  whi te students was
planned for Friday, "but  the
few c o u l d  n o t  s w a y  t h e
many. I  have a lot of faith in
youngsters but I  have doubts
about some adults.

"I a m  t h e  h a p p i s t  and
proudest pr inc ipal  i n  t h e
U.S.," Crabtree said.

"T h e y d i d  themselves
proud —  they have settled
down now and are operating
— getting on with the busi-
ness of education."

Wright, a  Negro educator,
told the mostly white assem-
blage that  part  o f  the com-
munications problem is "bad
listening habits." Too  often
people listen only to  words,
or how q persona rticulates,
rather than hearing what  is
being said.



A Civil War Lesson

Book C o v e r  A  Symbo l ,  To o

To The Editor:
I noticed tha t  the  whi te  pupils o f

South Dade High School voted to  keep
"Rebels" as a  nickname, "Dixie" as the
school song, and the Confederate flag as
the school flag.

I suppose these uneducated kids be-
lieve the Civi l  War  was fought for  the
honor o f  the South. I t  was fought t o
preserve an  institution known as slav-
ery. The  word  "slavery" was given a
sugar coating called "states rights."

Slavery, o r  the use o f  unpaid labor,
was very profitable f o r  people w i th  no
regard for human rights, human feelings,
or human dignity.

The ruling classes of the South prac-
ticed a  political philosophy called con-
servatism, which was a sugar coating for
the words "greed and selfishness." I n
fact the Confederate legislature was so
conservative i t  refused to levy taxes on
the greedy southern aristocracy to prop-
erly equip and support the  armies o f
General Robert E. Lee.

Not a l l  southerners supported t h e
Confederate cause. There were  many

who considered slavery a  southern dis-
grace.

I suppose the educational system o f
the south hasn't given these k ids  the
hard facts of the Civil War. I  think i t  is
time they did. The advancement of civili-
zation is not helped by covering up the
ruthless capitalist exploitation o f  human
beings over a century ago by spraying i t
with the sweet scene of  magnolias.

L. E. CROSSMAN,
Pompano Beach

*  *  *

To The Editor:
Majority rule works on ly  when the

rights o f  the minority are not trampled
upon. That is why the recent South Dade
High School vote, arranged by the ma-
jority, was in effect a farce. The minori-
ty, in  this case, are asked to  exist in  a
state of insult to their heritage. No man
or woman would tolerate th is i n  the i r
personal relations. W h y  demand t h a t
they accept an insulting situation collec-
tively?

P. J. FERREIRA, Miami
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Newspeech Makes •
The Scene in Dade

At last "Newspeech" has arrived
in south Dade County. The practice
of eliminating words and  symbols
which al low thought different f rom
that which you want  around your-
self, a s  expounded b y  Orwel l  i n
"1948," is usually motivate) by igno-
rance and i ts resulting fears, couled
with the megalomania of a few dem-
agogues.

The Negroes o f  South Dade (or,
at least, a vocal group of them) swal-
low the Northern line that the cause
of the War Between the States was
the issue of slavery. I t  is now recog-
nized by those honest enough to ob-
jectively study the  history o f  th is
period that  this tragic war  was the
struggle of  the economically exploit-
ed South to throw off the shackles of
Northern capitalist slavery.

Granted, t h e  Southern N e g r o
slave was exploited b y  most slave-
holders, but he was equally exploited
by the Northern capitalists (and stil l
is, incidentally). Slavery i s  a  dead
issue, as i t  was in  1860. The causes
of the South are now personal liber-
ty, freedom from an overly central-
ized, unconstitutional federal govern-
ment, and loyalty to the concepts of
Americanism.

The "Rebels" o f  the South stand
for what the Negro claims to  stand.
It would seem that the Negro would
be proud to be called a "Rebel," since
that is what they claim to be.

THOMAS 0. BAKER

Kids Are Trying,
Why Not Parents?

Perhaps the childishly disgruntled
"minority" parents a t  t h e  Sou th
Dade High School tha t  are so dis-
tressed by the nickname Rebel would
also have the American Motor  Co.
discontinue the Rambler Rebel.

Heaven knows  t h a t  there  a r e
enough real injustices for  the blacks
to oppose wi thout  degrading the i r
cause w i t h  the  unadulterated hog-
wash t h a t  t h e y  have indulged i n
these past few days.

Come on, you people —  grow up.
Your children are trying to.

O. P. ZENKLER

South Dade
Lost Game,

Won The Day
South Dade lost a  football game

Thursday but the observers came out
on top in sportsman-like conduct.

Community feeling prior to  the
game had run high, with many fear-
ing violence and disorder as a result
of the keyed-up emotions linked with
the Rebel controversy.

Happily, the afternoon went well,
something which makes for a brigh-
ter prognosis for the rest of the sea-
son. The roughing up was where i t
should have been — out there on the
football field.

Votes Mean Nothing,
White Student Says

Editor, The News Leader:
I 'm writing this letter because

I feel that I 'm  being oppressed
and discriminated against. M y
vote, and the vote of my friends,
doesn't count anymore. We can't
walk down t h e  ha l l s  o f  o u r
school without police protection.

Unfortunately, I  w a s  b o r n
white. I ' m  a  member o f  t he
majority a t  South Dade and I
was born in this country where
the majority once ruled.* *

Now i t  seems to  be a  place
where the majority rules unless
the black people want different,
in which case the white people
do what the blacks want because
the blacks wil l  burn our houses
and stores i f  we don't.

The most  terri fying pa r t  o f
what I  just  stated i s  that  i t ' s
true.

My proof is South Dade High,
once the home o f  the Rebels,
where i t  was voted to  remain

the Home o f  the Rebels. B u t
the mamb-pambys o n  t  h e
school board are afraid of what
might happen i f  the name i s
used.

OK, they changed i t .  What,
pray tell, would you like next?

NAME WITHHELD

*
Three Cheers For
The 72 Students
Editor, The News Leader:

Three cheers a n d  a  Rebel
yell for the 72 white students at
South Dade High who had the
maturity t o  recognize that the
symbols of  the Civi l  War a  r e
an anachronism at  an integra-
ted school in  the Year of  Our
Lord 1969.

Where d i d  t h e  educational
process fa i l  the other 979 stu-
dents?

NAME WITHHELD



Crabtree Wins Praise
For Work At South Dade
Acting Pr inc ipa l  H o w a r d

Crabtree o f  South Dade H igh
School drew standing applause
from parents and  communi ty
leaders Fr iday night  f o r  h  i s
work a t  the racially -  u p s e t
school.

Crabtree, Homestead Jun ior
High Principal Charles Over -
holser and South Distr ict  S u -
perintendent Miss Betty Gilkey
were among school personnel
who spoke Friday a t  a j o i n t
meeting o f  the Homestead and
Florida Ci ty  Community Rela-
tions Boards.

The two  CRB's called t  h e
public meeting t o  a i r  r ac i a l
discord at  the high school and

junior high, and to  explain to
the community h e w  s u c h
boards can assist in solving ra-
ciai problems.

John McLean, w h o  heads
Homestead's f ive -  person b i  -
racial board, to ld  h is  hearers
that blacks and whites "mus t
sit down together and cooper-
ate in  settling the problems o f
this community".

City o f f i c ia l s  created t  h e
CRB t o  attempt th is purpose,
he said. M c L e a n ' s  statement,
released a t  the meeting, con -
tinued:

"This i s  only one o f  t  h e
functions o f  the City o f  Home-
steads CRB. M a y  I  suggest
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the citizens o f  this community
study the fu l l  functions o f  this
board and I  ca l l  on a l l  news
media to  inform the public o f
all i t s  functions as  authorized
in the City of Homestead Reso-
lution No. 6605 -  15.

"The power, jurisdiction and
authority of this board shall be
advisory wi th in  the Ci ty o  f
Homestead a n d  surrounding
area and shall be voluntary.

"This board w i l l  meet  wi th
any Community groups involv-
ing any controversy, I  have
and wi l l  continue, as chairman,
to meet with any citizen o  r
citizens groups a t  a n y  t u n e
and w i l l  r e f e r  upon  request
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their groups controversy t  o
this board.

" I  have and wi l l  continue to
keep informed o n  controver-
sies b e t w e e n  community
groups.

"The Homestead CRB w i l l
attempt to act as conciliator or
liaison i n  a l l  controversies in -
volving relationships between
community groups, and to fas-
ter and encourage mutual un-
derstanding, tolerance and re-
spect among a l l  groups within
the City.

" I  ca l l  upon a l l  citizens t o
keep factually informed on a l l
controversies and t o  seek just
and fa i r  solutions to  t  h e to
all."
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Democratic Way Hurt
By Minority A ttitude

Editor, The News Leder:

It should be perfectly clear
at this point that the Negro
community (which has divorced
itself from the white commun-
ity) is not interested in the dem-
ocratic process of law.

They will not vote at the stu-
dent meetings a t  South Dade
High because they know they
will lose, they say. How would
it be i f  throughout our history
all minority groups (of which
we are almost all a member)
felt this way?

* *  *
HOWEVER, this is a rhetor-

ical point, as are all the other

points of dissension at S D H S —
the flag, the song, the name,
etc. This is merely an exercise
in power, a device to promote
dissension, unrest, and the ab-
olition of  the democratic pro-
cess.

This is the way i t  goes. The
question is brought up (by riot-
ing and disobedience of the law
—with immunity); the comm-
unity takes notice, hassles the
question in newspapers, on ra-
dio, in civic meetings, etc.

The community then puts the
question to a  vote, according
to the democratic process. The
minority group is not satisfied
with this; i t  might lose. So i t

School Board Blamed
For Restricting Choice

Editor, The News Leader:

I have been keeping up with
all the letters in your paper and
when I  read some of them i t
makes m y  Confederate blood
boil. * *  *

First, let us put the blame
where i t  belongs — in the lap
of the school board. I f  we are
in the process of spending thou-
sands on extra policemen for
our students' protection, why
in the name o f  heaven don't
they spend a little money on bus
transportation for these students
who hate to go to South Dade
so bad?

With the lousy salaries these
bus drivers get they could af-
ford to spend a few bucks on
extra drivers and let blacks and
whites go to the school of their
choice.

Why are they trying to cram
down their throats something

neither party wants? I f  the
school board would leave things
as they were we would not
have all this trouble today as
we do.

Now, on the other hand, who
has more right than the State
of Florida to sing Dixie? We
are the most southern state and
Dixie i t  is whether they like i t
or not. Let us face it, there are
49 other states who do not have
"Rebel" for a school title.* *  *

Why not ask them, "Just why
are you here i f  you are so
against the South?" The Yan-
kees are living here and going
to school and they accept our
traditions. Let anyone who in-
vades our state abide by  our
rules.

I hope and pray the school
board will come to its senses
and let the blacks and whites
go to the school of their choice.

MRS. M. W. BRONSON

riots and disobeys the law with
immunity.

What is an observer to con-
clude? H e  must deduct that
these groups are trying to grasp
the power to make law, or un-
make law, by force, with no
due regard for the community
in toto.

Webster's definition of insur-
rection is: armed resistance to
authority; a  limited rebellion.
Whether the groups be hippies,
yippies, militants, communists
or their peripheral groups (du-
pes), they are successful i n
destroying this, the so far most
successful exercise i n  demo-
cracy and freedom this world
has ever seen.

* *  *
THIS IS NO longer a question

of safety in walking down 411
American street: this is a ques-
tion of hideous anarchy for gen-
erations of  America's Ifildren
and of children throughout the
world for whom we do have a
responsibility.

Our secret has been demo-
cratic l a w  a  n d democratic
changing of law. Please, those
of you who rebel for altruistic
purposes rather than anarch-
ristic purposes, please do it the
right way or you will throw all
chance of hope of physical and
intellectual freedom.

Democracy is slow, but sure.
There is nothing better.

NAME WITHHELD

News Leader Spoke
With Moderation
Editor, The News Leader:

I am so grateful for y o u r
voice of moderation, of reason,
and of justice in the Confeder-
ate symbols issue that I  cannot
express m y  gratitude ade-
quately.

Yo u r  comprehension and
courage are a light in the dark-
ness that hovers over H o m e-
stead — a ray of hope in what
seemed a hopeless situation un-
til your editorial last Tuesday.
God bless you.

NAME WITHHELD

*  *
Rebels Entitled
To Keep Name
Editor, The News Leader:

This is relative to the many
letters and opinions to the edi-
tor concerning the difficulty at
South Dade. The writer has as
many colored friends as I  do
white friends from Perrine to
Homestead as I  was a tomato
shipper and buyer of  their to-
matoes for 15 or more years.

The Rebels are entitled t  o
the name they have chosen as
it was chosen before the school
was integrated and the colored
have just joined the group by
choice and should not try t  o
change the names or symbols.

0. V. BARGER
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Aot Just Symbols, But Problems
So, the Confederacy is part of our

history, a n d  t h e  N e g r o  s tudents
should not be offended by any of  i ts
references. Why is i t  so diff icult f o r
the majority to  understand the feel-
ings of the minority? What is so dem-
ocratic wi th the process o f  majority
rules and the minority abides?

What does i t  take for the minori-
ty to  win a  f ight fo r  principle? I t  is
said the Confederacy is part  o f  the
American heritage a n d  t h e  South
fought f o r  w h a t  i t  thought  w  a s
right.

So was the Nazi regime par t  o f
Germany history, w i t h  thei r  people
fighting for what they believed to be

"You need to be a student of
a minority group and suffer the
day to  day indignities o f  dis-
crimination to understand."

right. Ye t  only the Jew would f ind
the Nazi flag, etc., extremely offen-
sive. W i t h  the passing o f  t ime the
Nazi emblem may become more bear-
able to the majority but wil l  never be
accepted by the Jew.

True, the high school years are a
small par t  o f  life, yet  the most im-
pressionable years a n d  t hey  com-
mand more school spirit and loyalty

than any level o f  learning. Can the
Negro student at South Dade Senior
High School take pride in his football
team "Rebels"? Can he he asked to
play under the Confederate flag? Can
he march and perform with the band
while wearing the Confederate uni-
form? I s  th is  how we bui ld under-
standing of peoples?

"Let the minority put up with i t .
What's the big deal?" If it is not such
a big deal, select a  more attractive
name and uniform.

The Herald editorial refers to the
situation a s  " b u t  symbols" wh ich
"should not be allowed to take their
place among the  many  real  prob-
lems." But the fact is, this is the real
problem. The minority does not have
a chance against the majority.

The s i tuat ion w a s  al lowed t o
magnify ou t  o f  proportion and has
allowed the interference of  outsiders
such as Black Brothers for  Progress,
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, Poor People's Campaign and
officials o f  EOPI, the local poverty
program and Odell Johns.

This problem should have been
handled by  the students and admin-
istrators o f  the South Dade Senior
High School when i t  f i rs t  came t o
light in August.

You need t o  be a  student o f  a
minority group and suffer the day to
day indignities o f  discrimination t o
understand.

Yet the smug majority still main-
tains w e  s t ick  t o  the  "democratic
process" of vote where the "majority
rules."

How lucky to be born, and to live
a l i fe of  the "majority," and always
be on the winning side.

RUTH ROTH
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`Dixie' Mocks
U.S. Flag

To the Editor:
Regarding the letters of  Messrs. Hu-

ghan and Collier on Sept. 17:
The log ic  behind the i r  defense o f

"Dixie" is absurd. It 's inconceivable how
Mr. Hughan can consider Miami t o  be
part of the New South. We're not talking
about geography here, but cultural back-
ground. Miami is as much a part of  the
South as Pennsylvania. The oasis of  the
New South is Atlanta, not Miami.

If Mr. Collier can recall the words to
"Yankee Doodle," he'll see that the ref-
erence is  t o  a  person f rom the United
States (not just north of the Mason-Dix-
on line). I  guess he thinks "Yankee go
home" means that Southerners are wel-
come. No, I have never stood when "Dix-
ie" has been played, though I  received
my degree f rom Florida State, i n  the
Deep South of Tallahassee. And as far as
greeting t h e  colors w i t h  Dixie, i t  n o t
only desecrates the meaning behind the
flag ( O n e  n  a t i  o n u n d e r  G o d ,
indivisible .  .  ."), but makes a mockery
of what we hope i t  wil l  stand for in the
future.

MICHAEL A. SELZNICK, Miami

*  *  *

To The Editor:
School symbols, as the symbols cho-

sen by any organization, are an expres-
sion of  the finest values o f  their name-

sake, whether i t  be the Rebels, Falcons,
Vikings, Thoroughbreds, etc.

There w i l l  a lways b e  those who ,
through their own selfish interests, look
only at the worst aspect of  anything. A
falcon is a trained killer, a Viking was a
bloodthirsty plunderer who made slaves
of h i s  captives, a n d  a  thoroughbred
brings to mind the evils of gambling.

The Confederate and old South tradi-
tions used as symbols b y  South Dade
High School are t o  remind us  o f  the
finest aspects of our heritage — not the
worst — of the pride, courage and brav-
ery o f  o u r  forefathers against over -
whelming odds, of their chivalry, respect
for women, and belief in God. As South-
erners these are the virtues we admire in
our past and look back on them w i th
respect and pride.

A. SAYWARD WING, Peters, Fla.
*  *  *

To The Editor:
This is a copy of a letter addressed to

Mr. Ted Slack, a  member of  the School
Board:

"I can't go along with what appears
to be the Board majority on the South
Dade situation. This is some more "legis-
lation by plebiscite" — the business of a
small, vocal minority forcing its wi l l  on
the majority.

"Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.
By t h e  sar.:e token, t he i r  feeling o f

oppression or degradation is a product of
their own imagination. N o  one else i s
responsible.

"Therefore, t o  change a  tradit ion
which is cherished by thousands of grad-
uates and others who are interested in
the school wi l l  be an admission of  guilt
which is non-existent.

FRANKLYN S. COLLINS,
South Miami

*  *  *
To The Editor:

Is the minority whose sensitivities, i f
not rights, are being offended, FORCED
to attend South Dade High?

TERRY MULLER, Miami

New Bi-Racial
Group Meets
In Privacy

The new 20 - member bi - ra-
cial committee w i l l  hold i  t s
first meeting tonight a t  South
Dade High School to begin dis-
cussions of solving the "Rebel"
controversy which has gripped
the school for  weeks.

Dade school board members
will be present to  "listen go, n
assist" i n  whatever w a y  'they
can. B o a r d  Chairman C .  T.
McCrimmon is expected to get
the discussion started. I t  was
not known this morning wheth-
er a l l  board members wou ld
attend,

The meeting wil l  be closed to
the public and to the press. A
progress report w i l l  be issued
following the session.

The school board emphasiz-
ed that  this i s  not  an  off icial
board meeting, and there w i l l
be no board decisions or action
taken. I f  any  are forthconi-
ing as a result of the discussion
they wi l l  take place later at an
official public school b  o a r d
meeting.

The committee consists of  10
members o f  the white commu-
nity and 10 from the black com-
munity, c h o s e n  i n  meetings
last week.

The dispute centers around
use o f  Rebel symbols a t  t  h e
school w h i c h  b lack  students
claim are offensive to  them.



A Good Man
Gets Shabby

Treatment
I t  would have been very easy for

John McLean to  have turned down
the j o b  as chairman o f  t h e  Home-
stead Community Relations Board.

BUT H E  didn't .  Someone has to
take these jobs — the jobs that place
you directly in the middle. Sometim-
es it 's not good for  business. Most of
the t ime it 's not good for the nerves.

But m o r e  important  than  e i ther
of those considerations is  the job is
vital ly important  t o  community re-
lations. That  we need a n  upgrading
of community relations is al l  too ap-
parent in these troubled days in South
Dade.

So what  happens when a  ci t izen
like John McLean takes on the most-
ly thankless assignment of  t ry ing to
smooth out some of the rough spots
that crop up in the community?

Last week The News Leader had
a front  page story o f  what did hap-
pen. I t  seems more than coincidence
that i t  was McLean's f lower  s h o p
that the hai l  of bullets r i p p e d  into.

AND I T  i s  doubtful i f  John and
his family are finding l i fe particular-
ly pleasant these days. We  suspect
life for them is not pleasant a t  all.

That's the price tha t  evidently is
required f o r  tak ing o n  one  o f  the
hardest and most important jobs the
community has to offer.

It's a  price that no man trying to
help h is  fe l low man  should be  re-
quired to pay.

Band Name
Suggested
Editor, The News Leader:

Here is a  suggestion f o r  a
name to take the place of Reb-
el in our school band. L e t ' s
call i t  "Fealty Band," wh i ch
stands for honesty and royalty.
Maybe this will solve the prob-
lem.

HENRY C. SCHNELL

Editor, The News

I agree wholeheartedly with
Miss Cash about being bumped
and jostled in school and every-
where else for that matter!

Most of the blame, I  believe,
is with the "whites" of which
I am beginning to wish I  were
NOT a  member. W e  sit i  n
our homes and talk but are hon-
estly afraid to do anything con-
structive. * *

IT IS NO wonder that t  h e
teachers are afraid to stand up
to these few troublemakers.
We parents do not give t h e m
the support they need and de-
serve. H o w  do you suppose
these few get heard? Because
they are UNITED!

We should unite and stand
firm beside our children. Aft-

*

Race Should Have No
Bearing On Discipline

Leader: e r  all, civil rights is for every-
one, Jew, Gentile, black a  n d
white. I f  one child is expelled
from school f o r  carrying a
knife or smoking then the rest
of the students that break these
rules should be too.

The teacher can give a white
student the worst he can think
of, but he had better not s a y
anything to the colored one or
the child will run home to ma-
ma and daddy crying and ma-
ma and daddy will run to the
Supreme Court!* *

WELL THE few blacks use
their skin color as a crutch be-
cause they can not stand o  n
their own two feet without fall-
ing. I t  is a shame they must
ruin everything for the major-
ity of the Negro population.

. . .A REBEL ALUMNUS-

illany Whites Came Up
From Slavery, Too

Editor, The News Leader:

How does one define slavery?
We all become slaves to any-
thing that dominates our lives,
status, ambi t ion,  dr ink ing,
smoking, to mention a  few.* *  *

I AM WHITE, but there ; s
slavery in my ancestry. S l a -
very in the form of bond o  r
bound boys and girls. These
were orphans and often as not,
youngsters kidnapped from the
streets o f  England, Ireland.
France or any country t h a t
had a seaport.

They were put on shipboard
and made to  work out their
passage. T h e  older girls were
for the pleasure of the crew, i f
they were pregnant at the end

of the long voyage, so much the
better, as the buyer got t  w o
for one.

They were then sold to land-
owners and held until the pur-
chase price was worked out-
Unless they were able to r  u n
away this meant a lifetime of
hard labor because at the most,
one dollar a  month was the
most they could hope for. One
cannot say slavery is confined
to any one race.* *

THE ROSE of England, the
Shamrock of Ireland, the Lily
of France do not offend me, al-
though they could be classed
as symbols of infamy, because
that is history, and I  live for
today and the future.
MRS. ANTON H. WALDIN JR.



Black
Right

Movement Started 4l//, //.z
Then Went Astray

Editor, The News Leader:
When John F.  Kennedy was

elected President of the United
States, civil rights became one
of the main issues of everyday
life.

It was t o  be  a  nonviolent
movement on the part of  the
innocent but deserving b l a c k
citizens to join into society i  n
equality with every other citi-
zen in the U. S.* *

AS I  SEE it, the main objec-
tive then was to eradicate pre-
judice against the race a  n d
command respect f o r  their
rights as equal citizens to  be
judged, as Dr.  Martin Luther
King said, "on the content o f
their characters and not t  h e
color of their skin."

At that time many white lib-
erals w e r e  a l l i ed  with this
movement, from the president
on down through Congress, the
courts and the cities, as t  h e
various civil  rights legislation
passed through due process o f
law insured their legal rights
over and over agasin.

The blacks were accomplish-
-lng all their objectives, slowly
to be sure, but legally just the
same.

Gradually the movement be-
gan to deteriorate into a differ-
ent kind of movement, o  n e
which has seriously hurt or en-
tirely killed a l l  the hopes o f
erasing prejudice.

* *
THE LEADERS o f  the civil

rights movement have allowed
a handful o f  black and white
liberals of a  different i lk gain
control of  their people, united
in the civil rights struggle, and
use them for their own purpos-
es. And the black people don't
even seem to realize that they
are being used and received by
this handful in control.

Where before  t h e  blacks
were seeking integration, now
the cry heard most often i s ,
incredibly, "black separatism."
When before the blacks w e r e
seeking their rights to be judg-
ed fairly in the courts, in non-
violent demonstrations, n  o w
we see the same people led in
looting, burning and law break-
ing in increasingly more vio-
lent riots and demonstrations.

THE TRULY American l ib-
erals who were indeed support-
ing the civil rights movement,
say four o r  f ive years ago,
grew disgusted and quit when
the non violence was engulfed
in violence, t h e  cries f  o r
equality were engulfed in cries
for black power, and the law-
abiding demonstrators a  n d
demonstrations disintegrated
Into out-and out unlawful riot-
ers and riots.

Now the liberals who are us-
ing the Negro have something
else in mind, definitely not civ-
il rights.

They are letting the black be
the scapegoat for their desire
to see this nation torn apart
and ruined. Could it be so that
they can "save" i t  with social-
ism o r  communism? T h e y
seem to truly want to see the
country split apart, with each
side arming itself against the
other; could it be in the hopes
that they might be able t o
seize control of the government
if an armed revolution takes
place?

LET'S HOPE that in Ameri-
ca i t  can't happen but always
remember that s u c h  things
HAVE happened in other coun-
tries.

If the black people still want
to fight for their civil rights in
the hope of attaining t  h e m,
some of the things they can do
are the things that a great ma-
jority of citizens, black a  n d
white, do every day o f  their
lives:

•  View with suspicion one
who calls for "black power."
"Black power" i s  a  clenched
fist which is fighting for black
separatism. Black separatism
you have had fo r  over 1 0 0
years and you found i t  intoler-
able. W h y  put your energies
into this self - defeating move-
ment?

•  Be wary when one of your
leaders calls for a  march o  r
demonstration. A  march o  r
demonstration has lest i ts ef-
fectiveness i n  t h i s  country
through the infusion of hippies

and anarchists who march on-
ly to confront and fight w i t h
policemen.

Besides, the other citizens in
this country see a demonstra-
bent on causing violence, and
Lion only as  a n  uruly mob
avoid i t  l ike the plague. So
what, really, have you accom-
plished?

•  Be law-abiding and teach
your children to be law-abid-
ing. You  cannot be arrested
if you obey the law. I f  you
are, a  court - appointed attor-
ney wil l  fight for your rights
for you.

•  Read up on American his-
tory. Especially the Bill o f
Rights and  the  Constitution.
Your rights as citizens a  r e
clearly defined there. D  e n't
demand or  fight for  anything
that is not contained in  these
documents, for i t  will not b e
forthcoming i n  this country.
These are the only rights that
are guaranteed every citizen
and every court in this land
will back up these rights.

•  Be well-informed as you
can be. Read newspapers and
magazines. D o n ' t  l e t  a  n y
group or any person tell y  o u
how to  vote o r  not to  vote.
These a r e  YOUR exclusive
rights. Don't give them up to
any group or  anything. R e -
member when you are in  the

voting booth, you can v o t e
however you please •and when
you leave, there is no way that
anyone can tell how you voted.

I  Have a  positive attitude
and don't teach your children
negative attitudes. D o  not
think that you cannot be ac-
cepted b  y white people be-
cause of the color of your skin.
If you equip yourself w i t h  a
smile and a  good personality,
you will be amazed at the ac-
ceptance you will receive from
all people you come in contact
with, white or black. D  o n't
forget, a  white person with a
scowl and a poor outlook o  n
life i s  shunned by ther white
people, so don't be surprised i f
you are shunned when you proj-
ect this same image.

•  Be a good citizen. Always
remember that this is your on-
ly country. America is where
you and your children will live
your lives out, No American
citizen o f  any race has any-
thing to gain by contributing to
the destruction of this country.
whether i t  he in the guise o f
civil rights, black power, white
power, liberalism, conserva-
tism or communisn. Only good
citizens make a good country.

Yours truly,
W. A. S. P.

(White Anglo-Saxon Protestant)
Homestead, Fla.

*  *  *



Biracial Groin Claims Gains
After Private Discussions
A biracial committee creat-

ed to ease tensions at  South
Dade H igh  School emerged
from i t s  f i r s t  c losed doo r
meeting w i th  Dade's School
Board Tuesday night  claim-
ing progress —  and ducking
questions o n  wha t  o r  how
progress was made.

The spokesman for the 10-
member N e g r o  commit tee
and h i s  w h i t e  counterpart
said on l y  t ha t  t hey  would
resume talks Monday night

on racial tension generated
by the school's Confederate
symbols.

"We feel the parties came
together meaningfully," Ne-
gro spokesman Odell Johns,
South Dade bondsman and
political figure. "We had an
open exchange of ideas and a
basic trust was established."

The chairman of the white
group —  "Concerned P a r -

Pioneer Nickname Irks Indians
I heartily agree w i th  the School

Board decision to  change the status
of the South Dade "Rebels." After all,
in this day and age everyone wants
to ge l  o n  the discrimination band-
wagon i n  order t o  rewrite history.
Since the School Board is acting on

the South Dade question I  feel i t  is
only fair for them not to discriminate
against the other schools.

I believe that  North Miami High
School should change i ts name from
"Pioneers" t o  some less discrimina-
tory name. A f t e r  a l l ,  t he  Pioneers
were against the  Indians, w h o  are
a minority group.

Miami Jackson Generals is a defi-
nite s lap a t  enlisted men. The  H i -
aleah Thoroughbreds a re  offending
animals of less noble upbringing.

Carrying this matter a  l i t t le fur-
ther I 'm sure something can be done
about the  Miami  "Hurricanes." N o
thought has been given to Tornadoes,
Typhoons, Earthquakes o r  Severe
Electrical Storms.

In conclusion, wi th Miami as one
of the outstanding fishing areas o f
the world, the  professional football
team located here chooses t o  name
its team after a mammal.

I am sure that the powers that be
can change a l l  these gross discrimi-
natory situations.

RICHARD DAYTON

ents" —  endorsed Johns '
statement. Jack  Levy,  t h e
chairman, added: " We  have
other problems .within t h e
schools w h i c h  t h i s  g r o u p
feels deserve attention and
discussion." H e  refused t o
elaborate.

The Dade School Board
earlier said i t  would mediate
the committee's discussions
and prepare a  policy forbid-
ding school  symbols t h a t
"threaten the peaceful educa-
tion" as steps to  reduce the
racial tensions.

Each committee w a s  t o
include one student and nine
adults who were parents o f
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
students —  with a provision
that each c o m m i t t e e ' s
spokesman need n o t  b e  a
parent.

Johns is not a parent, but
was named Negro spokes-
man. One  member o f  h is
committee was  disqualified
because i t  was learned she
was not a  parent. She was
not named —  nor were any
other members of the Negro
committee.

Committee members i n -
dividually declined comment
as they left the school, other
than to say "we made prog-
ress."

The next meeting w i l l  be
at 7  p.m. Monday a t  t h e
school,
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Progress
In Rebel
Row Seen
By LOUISE BLANCHARD

Miami News Reporter

A biracial committee met
with the Dade School Board
behind closed doors for about
three hours t o  t r y  t o  solve
South D a d e  H igh ' s  r a c i a l
controversy over the school's
use of Confederate symbols.

Spokesmen fo r  both sides
and some School Board mem-
bers claimed progress, b u t
refused to discuss details.

A second meeting is sched-
uled fo r  Monday night, also
at South Dade High and also
closed to the press and pub-
lic.

'Probably everybody u n -
derstands everybody else's
position a  l i t t l e  more than
before," one board member
said, "and there's got  to  be
some sort of benefit to that."

"Titis was thei r  meeting,
not ours," the board member
said.

O t h e r  b o a r d  members
agreed: " W e  m a d e  s o m e
progress."

Odell Johns, spokesman
for t h e  1 0 -member b lack
committee, said there was a
"meaningful, open exchange
of ideas" and  tha t  "basic
trust was established."

Jack Levy, spokesman for
the 1 0 -member white com-
mittee, said the group feels
"we have  other problems
within the schools that de-
serve attention and discus-
sion."

Board members who were
reached today said i t  h a d
been agreed t h a t  nobody
would make any statements
about t h e  meet ing except
Johns and Levy. When they
originally set up the meeting„
the board members agreed to
sit i n  as a  mediating body
rather than as participants.

NiL `1/- 5

School Mediators
Report Progress

White and black parent com-
mittees trying to resolve t  h
South Dade High racial contro-
versy agreed last night t h a t
they made definite progress at
their first mediation meeting
last night at  the school.

"We didn't resolve any is-
sues," s a i d  w h i t e  parents'
spokesman Jack Levy, " b  u t
we progressed i n  a  more bas-
ic, more important way — in
establishing in ter  -  relation-
ships.

The problem f irst  came to
public attention a  couple o f
weeks before school started,
when a  group o f  black stu-
dents urged t h e  board  t o
require South Dade High t o
abandon i t s  "Rebel "  n i c k -
name and the use of the Con-
federate f l a g  a s  a  school
s y m b o l  a n d  Confederate
uniforms for band members.

A black student spokes-
man told the board a t  that
time tha t  symbols o f  t h e
Confederacy mean slavery
and oppression to black peo-
ple. T h e  students a l s o
claimed that adult members
of the school staff, as well as
s t u d e n t  s, discriminated
against t h e m  i n  various
ways.

• The board sought to solve
the problem through meet-
ings o f  a  biracial  student
committee. A t  a student body
forum o n  t h e  subject, f i s t
fights broke out that  led to
the suspension o f  1 6  s t u -
dents.

Although t h e  board had
not suggested o r  directed
a n y such  procedure, t  h e
school set  up an  "election"
at which white students vot-
ed overwhelmingly t o  retain
the Confederate symbb ls .
The school's 200 black stu-
dents, in a student body of 1,-
300, boycotted the election. '

Two days later, a  delega-
tion of Negro parents urged
the board again t o  change
the symbols. L a s t  n igh t ' s
biracial meeting was part o f
the board's answer t o  t ha t
renlipst

"We progressed to the place
where we can talk with each
other instead of shouting a t
each other."

Odell Johns, spokesman f o r
black parents, was also opti-
mistic.

"There was a n  open e x -
change o f  ideas and a  basic
trust was established," h  e
stated.

Both groups, meeting w i t h
the entire membership o f  the
seven -  citizen school hoard,

unanimously agreed that their
31/2-hour discussion is hopeful
enough to warrant scheduling
a second session.

They wil l  meet a t  7  p.m.
Monday, again with the school
board sitting in as mediators
and for background informa-
tion.

Black and white committee
members agreed unanimously
that they should tackle o t h e r
school -  connected problems
that are related to the present
controversy over Rebel names
and symbols t o  which t  h e
blacks object as "demeaning."

Last night Levy refused t  o
cite the problems t o  w h i c h
parents referred. T h i s  morn-
ing he indicated that school
discipline is o f  concern t  o
black and white parents. S o
are some courses and methods
of instruction that have appar-
ently left gaps and misunder-
standings i n  the students'
minds, particularly in  the ar-
eas of historical knowledge, he
added.

Observers a t  l a s t  night's
meeting included South Dade
High's acting principal, H  o w-
ard Crabtree; a  representative
of the county school security
division and a board public re-
lations woman. None  t o o k
part in the meeting proper.

White and Negro parents de-
scribed each other's approach
as "open -  minded," and their
willingness t o  discuss c  o ntro-
versial issues in depth and in-
formally was evident during a
coffee break and after the for-
mal meeting. O n  both occa-
sions, the small conversational
groups that formed were bira-
cial, and discussion centered
around points that had b e e n
broached during the meeting.
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Confederate Flag Issue
Is Out Of Perspective

Editor, The News Leader:
It was reported i n  another

paper that your editorial urg-
ing the acceptance of  the de-
mand by the colored students
to change the flag symbol o  f
South Dade High School influen-
ced the attitude of some of the
School Board members. I  n
the interest of fair play would
you please print this letter and
see how many agree with i  t.
This whole issue has gotten out
of perspective.* *

AFTER THE South was de-
feated in the Civil War t h e y
again honored the flag of  the
Union as they had before 'se-
cession. N o  attempt was made
to degrade the  Confederate
Flag either. A t  that time no
one considered a  flag a  de-
grading symbol at all. A  n d
the emotional wounds o f  t  h e
people of both colors and both
nations were agonizingly fresh
then.

The truth is many other peo-
ple besides the Southern Negro
have been enslaved and no one
suggested a flag was a symbol
of their slavery. T h e  Romans
enslaved the Greeks bu t  n o
stigma was attached t o  t  h e
Roman flag. I n  Central and
South America the Spaniards
enslaved the entire Indian Na-
tion yet the Spanish flag is still
honorably displayed.

White men have enslaved
white men, brown men h a v e
enslaved red men, black men
have enslaved black men, yel-
low men have enslaved yellow
men, red men enslaved white
men when they could and the
list of slavery could he m u c h
longer than this. S lavery  o f
man has gone on in some form
and to some degree since the
world began but never has the
stigma of slavery been attach-
ed to a flag until now.

THEREFORE, i t  i s  not the
white people down here w  h o
are acting l ike racists. T  o
the white Southerner the Con-
federate flag does not stand for
slavery. I t  stands for his an-
cestors who were killed i n  a
war defending the South they
sincerely believed in.

To those ancestors i t  did not
stand for slavery either — for
to them slavery was only a
part of the problem. I n  fact,
many Southerners who died for
the flag they loved never even
owned slaves. A n d  some o f
them freed their slaves before
the war started, like Robert E.
Lee (even though he fought for
the South anyway).

The N e g r o  has convinced
himself that he is  the o  y
one who has ever endured sla-

very and that the 'white man
must pay forever to make it up
to him. T h e  Negro wasn't the
only one t o  suffer unjustly!
The injustices done t o  t  h e
defeated southerner after t  he
Civil War are well document-
ed.

* *  *
I DO NOT object to obeying

the laws of my country or try-
ing to observe the reasonable
conventions o f  the society I
live in. B U T  — I  do bitterly
resent the accusation of rac'st
because I  honor the flag m  y
ancestors died for.

I also resent the F.B.I. being
sited on high school boys for a
childish prank. Furthermore,
I an INCENSED to think that
ANYONE can freely and pub-
licly threaten o r  warn t  h e
PUBLIC School Board w i t h
another civil war in my com-
munity less than a mile from
my home — AND on public
property that my taxes helped
pay for!

In ending this letter of con-
cern about our school I  would
like to ask i f  the two groups
appearing before t h e  School
Board Tuesday have been cho-
sen according to the same cri-
teria. A r e  people outside our
community who do not h a v e
children in South Dade High or
a feeder school going to be per-
mitted to interfere with a pure-
ly local problem (as the School
Board called it before so much
publicity, that is)?* *  *

IF THE news media is not
going to be permitted to attend
can a transcript of the proceed-
ings be obtained later? I  n
view of the conflicting stories
we get from different direc-
tions perhaps i t  would be best
if I  just ask if a transcript was
going to be available t o  any
interested party.

Very, v e r y  sincerely a n d
with hope for healing all o u r
wounds.

...MRS. DOROTHY CAVES

Black Students
Are The Rebels
Editor, The News Leader:

The dictionary defines a reb-
el as one who does not conform
to adopted rules and regula-
tions; is rebellious; resists au-
thority; one who has feelings
of utter repugnance and ex-
presses and manifests them.

Just look who the rebels real-
ly are? Students, change the
name Rebel. I t  will be a stig-
ma on the Class of '68-'69 I n
the future we will hope f o r  a
school where all the pupils will
be glad, but as of  now t  h e
Negroes wear the name well.
Let them live i t  down.

....AN E X -TEACHER

Symbols Too Remote
To Hurt, Student Says

Editor, The News Leader:
I guess about everyone has M y  opinion is that i f  SOUL

voiced his or  her opinion o  n wanted to forget the war they
the South Dade issue concern- would try to make a new mean-
ing the racial problem. A n d  ing for the name Rebel, so it's
that is all i t  is, a  racial prob- a fat chance the black students
lem. w i l l  ever be accepted u n t i l

* *  *  t h e y  accept the school tradi-
SOUL SAYS that they can't tion because the  white s  tu-

forget the Civil War. H o w  can dents will not accept any other
they remember something that name as the voting polls show-
happened over a century ago? ed.

The students a t  South Dade
are approximately between the
ages of 14-19 and you can't tell

me they know what i t  is like
to be a slave unless they're
ghosts.

What has been remembered
is probably about the depres-
sion, and statistics show that
after the age of 70 people can't
remember as well as they used
to, plus the fact that w  h e n
things start happening t h e y
kind of get pushed out of shape
just to make it more dramatic.

*  *  * \

SOUTH DADE Rebels means
the w h o l e  school a l l  the
boys on the teams and o  u r
great coaches and Rebels can
have a better meaning t o  i t
than the definition in  the dic-
tionary.

I'm very proud to be a South
Dade Rebel because i t  means
to me greatness in the school,
not a war that happened a cen-
tury ago.

May South Dade Rebels live
'orever.

....SOUTH DADE JUNIOR



Stop Playing `Dixie',
U-111 Band Is Told

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

The University o f  Miami's
band has been instructed not
to p lay  "D ix ie "  a t  football
games, a n d  t h e  universi ty
will not in the future use any
Confederate symbols i n  i t s
public activities.

Dr. Henry K ing Stanford,
president o f  t he  university,
issued the order about "Dix-
ie" to  the Band o f  the Hour
before last  Friday's football
game.

His official notice t o  stu-
dents wi l l  consist of an open
letter, t o  b e  published i n

tomorrow's issue o f  the , tu-
dent newspaper, t he  Ht i r r i -
cane. T h e  newspaper a n d
officials o f  Undergraduate
Student Government already
have expressed support  o f
the decision.

Dr. Stanford said nobody
asked him to discontinue use
of symbols of  the Confedera-
cy.

The Miami News obtained
a copy of the letter through a
source other than Dr.  Stan-
ford and outside any part of
the university administration.

Dr. Stanford's let ter says
he made the decision part ly
because of  his own Southern
heritage.

"As a  genuine Southerner,
one whose family goes back
three hundred years into the
history o f  t he  South," t h e
letter says, " I  pr ide myself
on the nobler aspects o f  my
Southern heritage — a digni-
ty, a  courtesy, a  civi l i ty,  a
mannerly approach, a l l  o f
which denote a  respect f o r
the individual."

It i s  t h i s  aspect o f  t h e
Southern heritage, Dr.  Stan-
ford wrote, " tha t  persuades
me to  believe that  i t  is  no t
honorable t o  force upon a
minority group the  symbols
of t h e  Confederacy which,
rightly o r  w rong l y,  h a v e
become s o  distasteful  t o
them."

He said the minority group
to w h i c h  t h e  Confederate

symbols are distasteful asso-
ciate the symbols "with slav-
ery, discrimination and  t h e
degradation o f  human per -
sonality, a l l  conditions tha t
are a t  complete var iance
with t ha t  par t  o f  Southern
heritage w h i c h  I  p r ize  s o
highly."

Although t h e  le t te r  does
not say  so ,  D r .  Stanford's
decision apparently arose out
of the controversy a t  South
Dade H i g h ,  w h e r e  N e g r o
students have asked that the
school abandon its nickname,
"Rebels," i ts use of  the Con-
federate f l a g  a s  a  school
symbol and the use o f  Con-
federate un i fo rms f o r  t h e
school band.

Dr. Stanford said when he
became president of  the uni-
versity a l i tt le more than six
years ago, he discovered that
the school had "developed a
curious attachment t o  t h e
Confederate f lag and Dixie."
He s a i d  h e  asked school
cheerleaders and one frater-
nity to discontinue using the
Confederate f lag  a t  football
games.

The university, he said, is
"certainly b y  n o  stretch o f
the imagination a Deep South
institution." I t  drew students
last year from 49 states and
70 f o r e i g n  countr ies,  h e
pointed out.

" I  have been concerned,"
he said, "about the continu-
ing use of  Dixie, particularly
at a time when we are mak-
ing an effort  t o  br ing more
Negro students t o  the cam-
pus and into the mainstream
of American society.

"I believe tha t  the gener-
ous, magnanimous a t t i tude
for the majority to take here
at the  university i s  t o  dis-
pense w i t h  t h e  remaining
symbol, which is so repulsive
to them."

i n  addition, D r .  said,  " I
take a  dim view of  both the
Southerner and the Souther-
ner no t  by  bir th but  b y  re-
cent conversion, w h o  e m -
brace the  Confederate sym-
bols a s  a n  anachronist ic
expression o f  t h e i r  r a c i a l
prejudices."

"We at the university," he
said, "can afford to  practice

noblesse oblige, ' the  obliga-
tion o f  honorable a.id gener-
ous behavior associated with
high rank or birth' . .  .  Mem-
bers o f  a  university commu-
nity should constitute a caste
of inte l lect  a n d  character,
which prompts us to practice
honorable and generous be-
havior i n  ou r  dealings w i t h
each o ther  a n d  o u r  fe l low
man."

He quotes  t h e  Spanish

philosopher, Ortega: "Nobil i-
ty is defined by the demands
it takes on us —  by obliga-
tions, not by rights."

Then Dr.  Stanford's letter
asks, " A  person has a  r ight
to play Dixie, but is i t  within
the bounds o f  taste, honor,
nobility to  play i t  under the
circumstances?"

The letter ends: "Now let's
wreck Tech!"

Fred McCal l ,  d irector o f
the Band o f  the Hour, said
today, " I  don ' t  th ink many
people c a r e  o n e  w a y  o r
another."

"Policy o f  the university,"
McCall added, " is  set by the
president a n d  t h e  trustees.
What they say we go along
with."

A band leader "likes to be
able to  play anything that's
requested," McCall said, "but
that's a  request we  can no
longer honor."

During the game, one stu-
dent waved a large Confeder-
ate f lag and some students
— estimated b y  the Hurr i -
cane at  about 500 —  chant-
ed, "We want Dixie."

McCall said, however, that
the student reaction when
the band played other music
was "mostly good-natured."

"Some o f  the kids had a
lot of fun out of arguing with
me about it," McCall said.

White Slavery
Is Next Goal

To The Editor:
Today there is  not  a  single law in

any State o f  the Union discriminating
against Negroes, but the Black Panthers
want segregated cops.

What w i l l  they want  next, slavery
for the whites?

MARIO GIRBAU, Miami



Question Precedes Hold-Up

Which Way To 'Rebel Road?'
How do you get to 'Rebel Road?'
Three black men i n  a  c a r  asked

two white men looking a t  new auto-
mobiles a t  D ick  Conley's Chevrolet
Wednesday night near Homestead.

Never heard of  it, replied the two
white men,  E l m o  F.  Midyette J r. ,
22, o f  Flor ida C i ty  and Richard R .
Seader, 24, o f  Homestead.

With that,  the  d r i ve r  o f  the c a r
got out, Midyette told Metro police,
walked over to him and aimed a gun
at his head.

He demanded Midyette and Sead-

Editorial 'Excellent,'
Minister Writes
Editor, The News Leaer:

I compliment you on the ex-
cellent editorial in your paper
on Sept. 17 entitled "Confed-
erate Symbols Should Be Phas-
ed Out."

Your proposals here need to
have wide circulation. W h i l e
it is true there may be outside
agitators, our community has
no one to blame but ourselves
for the present race issue.

If we desire better race rela-
tions throughout South Dade,
your "logical compromise" i s
a must.
REV. KENNETH E.  NAUMAN

er hand over their money. When they
told h im they had none, the man got
back i n  the car  and the three sped
away.

Midyette said he and Seader fol-
lowed the men i n  the i r  auto to  SW
211th Street where the dr iver of  the
speeding car slammed on the brakes
causing Midyette's ca r  to  r a m  into
it.

The t h r e e  Negroes  abandoned
their vehicle and fled on foot.

Metro police had the car towed in
and are investigating the ownership.

Voice Of The Moderates
Missing In

Editor, The News Leader:
In t h e  n a m e  o f  sani ty,

WHERE is the voice of mod-
eration in South Dade?

Where are  the  reasonable
people — the mature indivi-
duals who place a higher value
on justice, progress and a safe
and united community than on
school tradition?* *  *

WHERE ARE the rational
people who realize that  a  11
things are relative and that no
name or band cap is as impor-
tant as the safety and well-be-
ing of everybody's children, be
they black, white or red?

Surely the ardent, red-neck-
ed 'states righters' and the mil-
itant blacks are in the minority
here . . i n  an area whose phe-
nomenal population i  n crease
stems from the influx of people
from other areas — people who
grew up in places where t  h e
Civil War is long since nothing
but dry history in a book!

Why then has this majority
' of reasonable, rational people
stayed silent? H a s  it degener-
ated here (as i t  has in  some
metropolitan areas) into t  h e
shameful positioi of "not want-
ing to get involved" — thereby
letting two vociferous minori-
ties continue to pick at a sore
that daily grows more swollen
and angry? *

IN THE interests of a peace-
ful community .  .  .  a  school
climate where education c  a n

Controversy
thrive . .  an approach that is
humane and rational, I  urge
others wha feel as I do to speak
out.

Speak up! L e t  the commu-
nity know how you feel!

Tell your children what you
believe and WHY you believe
it. G i v e  them the same rock-
firm backing that the handful
of die -  hards on both sides in
this South Dade High name •
and - symbol controversy a r e
giving to their children.

Stand up and be counted!
Have the courage of y o u r

convictions!
Call for an end to names and

symbols that cling to a  dead
past and can further demean
a race that has alreay endured
too many hurts administered
by a nation in hobnail boots.

If you do not do so — and
do i t  NOW — the increasing
bitterness between factions and
the holocaust to which i t  may
lead can be laid squarely a  t
YOUR doorstep.* *  *

BECAUSE IT  isn't only the
rabid adults whose children are
now involved — by the fact that
you live here, you and y  our
children are involved, too.

The requiem "Here lies the
body of a  community whose
reasonable majority d i d n ' t
want t o  g e t  involved' i s  a
shameful one, indeed.

I don't want to be guilty by
inaction — do you?

..MRS. TOM ROBINS



Wave The Rebel Flag,
But Not With Predjudice

Editor, News Leader,

The white students at South
Dade High are, and have been
for the past 15 years, breeding
hatred. They are causing racial
tensions in  South Dade. They
have sunk so low that they use
"Dixie" as their school song.
They wear ugly, dull, out-of-
the-grave uniforms and use as
a nickname, one which w  a s
bound for defeat and w e n t
against all that was good and
holy. They had a chance to do
unto the least of God's people
and they blew i t  !

That is what was said in a
letter to the editor Sept. 20. I
don't see it quite that way.

*

THE "REBELS" have been
fighting for  the students a  t
South Dade for 15 years, and
not once, in 15 years has there
been a renewal of the C i v i l
War, until recently. And you
tell me the white students, or
even the school symbols, a re
the cause? Not hardly!

Mr. Gordon, I  l i ke  y o u r
words to "Dixie,' but have you
really listened to the words of
"Dixie" o r  do you only think
of what i t  stood for or implied
way back when i t  was written?
If i t  still has that meaning to
you, I  suggest i t 's you, n  o t
South Dade, that has sunk pret-
ty low!

To the gutless person who
had his name withheld, I  say

it's you and your type that are
breeding hatred, and may God
have mercy on you! P l e a s e
don't feel that the colored race
are the least of Gods people!
Remember, we are a l l  CRE-
ATED equal, it is only what we
make o f  ourselves, that d  e-
cides our position with G  o d.
Did your letter have a good and
holy intention?* *  *

MRS. MATCOVICH, I  agree
with you and your praise for
the students, but I don't feel the
adults have made a  mess o  f
the world, o r  that the white
race is scared to death of the
black race, nor do I  believe the
administration is afraid.

I think we live in an extremely
remarkable world. Look at the
problems a few have made over
the nickname "Rebels," then
think of how long ago the world
would have been destroyed over
say, such a nickname as "Red,"
if the good in the world didn't
exceed, by far, the bad.

The black race does not have
the white race scared to death.
We give in, because we realize
some of their demands are le-
gally and morally right, and
they should demand changes.
We just don't like demands, but
they are justified so we accept

them—reluctantly. T h e y  have
been discriminated against and
we know i t .  So let's not be
afraid of  the black race, but
the black racists and the white
racists also. At the same time,
lets not judge either race b  y
these few. *

AS FOR THE administration
and the faculty, I think they are
honestly trying to p r e v e n t
trouble, and its possible their
decision may mean life or death
to some student at South Dade.
I've some good friends at South
Dade, so I  say thanks to  the
faculty and the School Board
for their concern.

I wouldn't want to be in their
position, but I  would like t  o
make a suggestion to the School
Board. I f  you really want to
prevent trouble, get rid of the
rebels, the real rebels, not the
good sportsmanship, s c h o o l
spirit and student devotion, that
have made the "Rebels of South
Dade" a name to be proud of!

To the students a t  S o u t h
Dade I  say, keep cheering the
"Rebels," keep singing "Dixie"
and keep waving that flag, but
if you wave i t  with prejudice
instead of school spirit, I  hope
you get hit over the head with
it! You're right today, but that
can change tomorrow.

JIM WELSH



Getting Involved
A Touchy Matter

By OTIS GOSSMAN JR.
The other day a matronly woman

whose f a m i l y  helped start South
Dade way back when delivered a let-
ter to the editor expressing her feel-
ings on the Rebel matter.

I caught just a  glimpse of her,
but unlike so many caught up in the
furor, she smiled politely. The wo-
man's good breeding and good man-
ners could be spotted had she been
across the street.

On the other side of the coin we
have the callers who have a remark-
able tendency to become unglued.
Most o f  these take on dual roles:
they ask you a question and then an-
swer it, which is fine because we
really aren't in the business of car-
rying on telephone arguments.* *  *

TELEPHONES I N  South Dade
these days must be seeing an ex-
traordinary amount of use. I  dare-
say more naughty words have been
said via that medium than a t  any
time in the county's history.

Generally, and sadly, the mod-
erate voices have kept away from
their telephones, their  typewriters,
from involvement. Maybe i t ' s  n o t
good business to get involved. Maybe
it's not good for the nerves. I t  cer-
tainly isn't good for harmonious re-
lations with people you've known for
many years.

But in our case getting involved is
what we're cut out to do. Newspapers
that straddle the fence when it com-
es to editorial involvement in vital
community issues are something less
than newspapers.

IT WOULD be far, fa r  easier to
reflect the popular stance, whether
we think it 's r ight or  wrong. That
way you digest your food better i n
restaurants because people don ' t
walk up t o  your table and say , " I
hope they burn your paper to t h e
ground."

Or the telephone callers who say,
"Listen, nigger lover, y o u  bet ter
check your car before you get in it."

Or the 100 per cent rudeness of
the lowest order that often comes
form the other end of the line.

The telephone is a very accessible
instrument, ideally suited to the in-
stant letting off of steam. Maybe the
callers with the bad mouths sleep a
little better, after having told t h e
neighbors of their bravery, but i t  is
unlikely that that sort of hate stew-
ing away inside is conducive to  a
good night's sleep.* *

WHEN YOU drive the streets of
South Dade and see t h e  children
playing and people s i t t ing around
and talking and all the other life go-
ing on, i t  is deceiving and sometim-
es more than a litt le unnerving t o
know that the cups of  ha te  have
been overflowing lately.

Part of this is attributable to the
times, times when the sociological
scheme of things has changed more
in a couple of decades than it hAs in
the last 50 years.

Change to many is a foreign body
that their own bodies refuse to tol-
erate, especially when i t  goes more
than skin deep. The emotional hur-
ricane that has been sweeping this
area has lingered too long and un-
fortunately it has done little to clear
the air.

THE WARNINGS for this type of
disturbance aren't always readi ly
detectable. This one having to  do
with the races has been lingering off-
shore for a long time. And now that
it has reached shore i t  has caught
a lot of us unprepared.

The trees that last the longest in
South Florida during such blows are
those that bend a  little. And some-
times humans can learn something
by observing nature. It's worth a try.



Rebel Story Reaches Hawaii

Black,
Editor, The News Leader:

An open letter to the students
of South Dade High School:

in the early 1950's, when the
first f ew  Negro children were
b e i n g  admitted t o  Southern
schools (100 years too 1  a t e)
my heart  ached wi th  humilia-
ation and  pain when I  s a w
them be ing  spa t  upon a  n d
cursed by my  white peers.

But "hope springs eternal..."
and I  placed m y  hopes a  n d
dreams o n  t  h e very young
children and those as  ye t  un-
born — o n  YOU. E v e r y o n e
knows that the young are with-
out prejudice —  that  i t  must
be insti l led i n  them b y  the i r
elders. And YOU —  with your
eyes opened b y  present d a y
events -  would no t  succumb
to such teachings. This was my
hope.

TODAY, on one o f  the back
pages o f  t he  Honolulu S t a r
Bulletin I  spotted a n  a r t i c l e
stating t h a t  "Negroes l o s e
'Dixie' f ight" .  Again m y  heart
ached! What had happened t o
the bright, idealistic young on
whom I  -  and many like me —
harminned our hopes?

Having become attached t o
certain customs i n  m y  day,  I
feel considerable sympathy f o r
a student body who must give
up tradit ions because o  f a
"handful o f  students." B  u t
many o f  our traditions w e r e
established in a day of  'lighter'
mood when a  rebel f lag and a
rebel yel l  SEEMED completely
inoffensive and pure fun.

Now, i n  a  d a y  when whi te
and black blood (ALL red, o f
course) i s  being spilled, those
things t h a t  b r ing  u s  m e r e

White
pleasure should be closely ex-
amined to see if they are REAL-
LY worth the price.

Perhaps the 1,010 of you who
voted t o  keep the Confederate
emblems a r e  n o t  y e t  suff ici-
ently mature to understand the
pain th is  would in f l i c t  o n  a
black person i n  today's world.
But you must know how ridic-
ulous i t  makes such a  person
look.

• *
WHY SHOULD you, i n  your

apparently secure fee l ing  o f
'whiteness' want  t o  make any
other human being look or  feel
ridiclous? I  beg you t o  learn
what o u r  f i r s t  g r a d e  s o n
learned long ago—your b l a c k
school mates not  only h a v e
your same physical character-
istics but your mental ones.. .
the same unfortunate ability to
feel pain, humiliation and  re -
jection.

Many o f  you undoubtedly re-,
alized t h a t  the  b lack  student
would no t  fee l  a t  home w i t h
"Dixie" and Confederate flags,
school emblems and uniforms.
How ideal i t  would have been
if a  group o f  student leaders,
knowing integration w a s  i m -
minent, h a d  m e t  dur ing  t h e
summer t o  f ind  ways o f  wel-
coming the minority group and
making them feel comfortable.

Such a  group—sincerely mo-
tivated—would have recognized
the inappropriateness o f  t h e
rebel tradition in z; multi-racial
people would then have started
the perhaps painful proces o f
change.

And things WILL c h a n g e .
Whether we  want  them t o  o r
not. How peacefully this comes

Students
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about, a n d  h o w  quick ly,  d e -
pends upon each individual and
his relation t o  current events.
In th is  instance, t o  each stu-
dent at South Dade High School
and h i s  ab i l i t y  t o  recognize,
accept and promote the dignity
of his fellow students.

• •  •
IT I S  unfortunate t h a t  a

change was no t  made imme-
diately i n  a n  atmosphere o f
warm acceptance. Hardness o f
heart begets hardness o f  heart
and violence begets violence.
Our most glaring contemporary
example of  this is the Ku Klux
Klan which begat the  present
militant black power advocates.

Apparently y o u r  s tand h a s
already provoked f ights s  n d
tensions. ( N o w  i s  i t  REALLY
worth i t —for the sake o f  sing-
ing "D ix ie"  f o r  four years?

Please—VERY soon—try t o
find t ime  alone i n  w h i c h  t o
immerse yourself in the feeling
of being b lack—of having a l -
ways been black. Then p  u t
yourself i n  the same situation
as your  black fellow students.
Would you feel at home singing
"Dixie"? Wearing a  r e b e l
uniform? Waving a  rebel flag?
(Surely you know that the Civil
War represented a  denial o f
freedom to  the negro?

Should Make Up
ALL PROBLEMS are at least

two-sided. When y o u r  school
has a  problem w i t h  bo th  a
black and white side, the above
experiment could make things
a lo t  easier.

Your decision t o  hold on  t o
your tradition has probably re-
sulted i n  nothing more than a
heady "we'l l  show 'em" type of
cockiness. How empty and in-
adequate w h e n  compared t o
the warm, responsive emotion
you might  have fe l t  a t  doing
the more diff icult—but m o r e
decent—thing!

Do you read the papers? Do
you see—with your  heart—the
misery being suffered by  A L L
races because o f  pre-judice?
The beginning of  the end must
start with the young. Unt i l  the
young recognize this and push
ahead ( rather  than pu l l  back
or drop out) we  w i l l  n e v e r
rise above the frustration and
unhappiness o f  today.

* r  •
DO YOU WANT t o  l e t  th is

problem fester f o r  your  ch i l -
dren t o  inherit? .  .  .  o r  your
children's children? O r  would
you ra ther  p i ck  u p  t h e  load
now by handling each day's ra-
cial problems fair ly and justly
with a deep feeling for the sen-
sitivity o f  others?

While you have missed your
opportunity to start  out on the
right foot, the wrong can st i l l
be righted. I f  white and black
students a l ike would approach
a "mak ing  u p "  i n  t h e  r i g h t
m a n n e r  South Dade  H i g h
School could s t i l l  serve as  a
shining example to our country.

How wonderful i t  would be

to see such headlines as these:
"South D a d e  Whites Recon-
sider School Traditions;" "Con-
test Underway to  select n  e w
Black-White School Emblem;"
Black-White Campaign Under-
way to raise money for  new
Band Uniforms.'

TO HOLD i t  together, this
weary old world needs a strong
chain o f  love, friendship and
cooperation among A L L mixes.
The l ink located in  Homestead,
Florida could b e  a  most• lin-
portant one.

I  regret that I  cannot sign my
name to this letter and I  hope
you wil l  not make light of i t  on
that account. I  would be happy
to lend m y  voice—and name—
to any  such smal l  effor t  a  t
creating a  peaceful atmosphere
in our country.

My husband, however, does
not wish me t o  use m y  name
and I  must abide by his wishes.
(But how I  often wish I  could
have had  m y  free,  unencum-
bered years a t  this time, when
there i s  such a  challenge t  o
put young energies and efforts
to such worthwhile tasks. How
I envy you your  opportunities
and pray that you wil l  discover
them.)
(In the event i t  matters to any
of you, I  a m  f rom the South,
only temporarily i n  Hawaii. I t
may b e  surprising t o  y o u  to
know that here in Hawaii there
is some prejudice against the
haole (wh i te )—an unfortunate
thing which I  somehow appre-
ciate as i t  enables me to under-
stand a  little better how the
Negro must have felt all these
years.)



Stanford Takes U111 Stand:
By GEORGIA MARSH

Herald Educa t ion  W r i t e r

The University o f  M iami
band has been directed not to
play t h e  song  " D i x i e "  a t
football games.

The ban, ordered b y  U M
President D r .  H e n r y  K i n g
Stanford, was put into effect
for last Friday's season open-
ing game b u t  n o t  publ ic ly
announced.

There was some heckling
of t h e  band ,  leading D r .
Stanford to  write a  letter to
the student body Thursday.
He said the decision to  pro-

hibit the playing o f  "Dix ier
was his alone.

"No individual  o r  group
requested m e  n o t  t o  p l a y
'Dixie,' " he said.

Rather, he said his south-
ern heritage, dating back 300
years, "persuades me t o  be-
lieve that i t  is not honorable
to f o r ce  u p o n  a  m inor i t y
group t h e  symbols o f  t h e
Confederacy wh i ch ,  r i g h t l y
or wrongly, have become so
distasteful to them."

These symbols, h e  added,
"are associated i n  t h e i r
minds w i th  slavery, discrim-

ination, and the degradation
of h u m a n  personal i ty,  a l l
conditions tha t  are a t  com-
plete variance with that part
of m y  southern  her i tage
which I prize so highly.

"A person has a  r ight  t o
play Dixie but is i t  within the
bounds of taste, honor, nobil-
ity to  play i t  under the cir-
cumstances?" he wrote.

At t h e  game ,  s tudents
heckled t h e  band w i t h  r e -
quests for  "Dixie," but band-
master Fred McCall respond-
ed w i t h  • other songs. A t

times, some students chant-
ed, "Tha t  won' t  do Freddy,
that won't do."

Stanford said he was dis-
tressed "to learn of the indig-
nities t he  band suffered a t
the hands  o f  boor ish e le -
ments," at the game.

M i k e  Ab rams ,  s t u d e n t
body president, said i t  was
difficult t o  determine i f  the
majority of  students opposed
the " D i x i e "  ban  o r  " those
that do happen to be a vocal
minority."

Abrams a n d  other t o p
student government leaders
support Stanford's decision,

Ǹo Dixie'
time when we are making an
effort t o  br ing more Negro
students t o  the campus and
into t h e  mainst ream o f
American society."

9  believe that the gener-
ous, magnanimous at t i tude
for the majority to take here
at the University is  t o  dis-
pense w i t h  t h e  remaining
symbol which is so repulsive
to them."

He also said the university
is "by no stretch of the imag-
ination a Deep South institu-
tion (attracting students last
year f rom 49 states and 70
foreign countries) . . "

Dr. Henry Stanford
. song distasteful

but a r e  unhappy t h a t  h e
made i t  without "some stu-
dent consultation first."

Abrams sa id ,  " W e  have
talked t o  black students on
campus a n d  w e  sincerely
believe t h e s e  Confederate
s-mbols a r e  o ffens ive t o
them."

"We d o n ' t  f ee l  t h a t  w e
should ask the band, or  any
arm of  this institution, to do
something offensive t o  a n y
of 'he sturents."

In his letter, Dr.  Stanford
said he has been concerned
over t h e  continued use  o f
"Dixie," par t icu lar ly  a t  a ,

as
I

p
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Humor's
Nicked
By Names

By JOHN PENNEKAMP

AS A  FELLOW who has been
called a  good many things i n  h is
lifetime, I  confess that I find i t  diffi-
cult to get too steamed up over the
current nickname and
similar controversies.

Of German extrac-
tion, I  have been var-
iously called —  and
still a m  o n  occasion
— a Kraut, Square or
Roundhead Deutcher
and the  l ike,  and  I
d o n 't r eca l l  b e i n g
offended.

The names w e r e
humorously applied, and, I  always
thought, with a degree of affection.

Something is going out of Ameri-
can living i f  we pursue the criticisms
to the ultimate and settle all of them
on a  th in-skin basis; ou r  sense o f
humor — and how we need one!
will be seriously warped and dam
aged.

Pennekamp

*  *  *
I H A D  considerable experiencifl

with the old-fashioned way of  view-
ing such things a  week ago a f te r
Mays High beat Miami High 14 to 7
in football.

The next couple of days I  was in
Tampa where I  met a  considerable
number of Miami High graduates of
all ages. They had gone there to see
the University of Florida opener.

Naturally, the Miami High defeat
was the principal topic of  their con-
versation; t h e r e  w a s  considerable
consternation, b u t  t h e  comments
were al l  good-natured.

IN T H E  Bri t ish magazine, En -
counter, Leo Rosten lists a  long se-
ries of Yiddish words that have come
into the English language, many o f
Which, so far as I know, have not yet
penetrated the  United States. The
intruding words, many of  which are

it u s e d  in jest, gain their headway, he
holds, because there just are no Eng-
lish words of equal pungency. Exam-
ple: shmo for a jerk.

Rosten's compilation, which i n -
cludes quotes from The Wall  Street
.lournal, The Times Literary Supple-
ment, Time magazine and  several
illustrative stories adds up to breezy,
interesting reading.

SOME YEARS ago Walter Win-
chell lightened many of his columns
with Mrs. Mefoosky stories, written
in dialect. They were delightful, but
he discontinued them because he felt
that they reflected adversely on the
Jewish people.

Winchell, i n  f a c t ,  t h e n  c a m -
paigned to end the telling of dialect
stories.

However, a  number o f  Jewish
comedians have attained stage great-
ness with dialect stories which seem
to be relished as much by the mem-
bers of their own race as by others.

Jason M. Berkman, Miami Beach
justice of the peace, seems to have an
inexhaustible n u m b e r  o f  s to r i es
which he tells well and with accents.
He is in demand as a luncheon speak-
er.

Nearly all  o f  them dwelt on t i *
fact that a school which had to dra
from an enrollment of 250 boys coup
take over the mighty Stingarees,
school of 2,500.

Few of them had seen the gam
but nearly all wished they had. Man
commented o n  h o w  much  b i
crowds will be at future Mays g

All wanted Coach Traz Powell t
realize h i s  ambition f o r  a n  ear l
chance to take on Coral Gables High.

*  *  *
MEMBERS o f  many races take

issue wi th  general characterizations
given them i n  books, movies, radio
and television.

Italians, f o r  instance, r e s e n t
"Italian types" being used for gang-
sters o r  as representatives o f  t  h e
Mafia.

German-types o f  course, became
representative of cruel and villainous
conduct in fiction and on the screens
after World War I and more particu-
larly since World War II.

Which is something of a reflective
switch. Before World War I  German
comedians, complete w i t h  dialect,
were on the then popular vaudeville
stages i n  singles a n d  pairs,  a n d
groups presented German music.

Few performances failed to  have
an overdressed German buffoon; i n
fact many o f  today's circus clowns
wear costumes borrowed f rom that
period.

FROM 1961 through 1965 Florida
and other states observed the Civi l
War's centennial. Many o f  the re-

i'leases told of the will ing and volun-
teered help given the "Rebels" b y
aligned Negroes.

The song and tune "Dixie" I  clas-
r  sify with, but territorially on a larger

scale, "Cal i fornia He re  I  Come,"
"The Sidewalks o f  New York,"  the
"Maine Stein Song," and  such as
expressions of local pride.

Deputies
Suspended

By JIM SAVAGE
Herald Staff Writer

Unauthorized m i d n  i g h t
snacks led to the suspension
Thursday o f  1 8  Sher i f f ' s
deputies and the dismissal of

a probationary
deputy.

Sheriff E .
Wilson Purdy
said h e  w a s
t a k i n g  t h e
d i s c i p l i n -
ary a c t i o n
after an inves-
t i g a t i o n
of i r regu lar i -
ties in connec-
tion w i t h  o f f

duty assignments a t  South
Dade Senior High School.

During the recent unrest at
the school in connection with
its nickname and song, a
number of off duty deputies
were hired b y  the  school
system to guard the building
during nighttime hours.

"0 u r invest igat ion r e -
vealed that officers improp-
erly entered t h e  school 's
cafeteria area and consumed
f o o d be long ing  t o  t h e
school," Purdy said.

The deputies had access to
the cafeteria a n d  d i d  n o t
break or  force any doors to
gain admittance to the room,
he said.

"The Public Safety Depart-
ment w i l l  n o t  tolerate a n y
irregularities by any member
of t h e  department, P u r d y
said.

He said the following de-
puties received three d a y
suspensions for entering the
cafeteria a rea  a n d  taking
food stuffs f o r  their  own
consumption; Raymond Stan-
isky, Joel R. Anderson, John
D. Dobson, James E .  Giles,
Lael S. Schumacker.

The fol lowing,  h e  sa id ,
were given one day suspen-
sions f o r  taking food stuffs
from the unlocked refrigera-
tor in the cafeteria for  their
own consumption: A r n o l d
Facchini, Donald R.  Askew,
Charles E. Kellum, Robertson
C. McGavock,  R o b e r t  R .
Rosier, Gay le  H .  Wi l son ,
Harland J .  Applegate, Gary
Gummel, Bruce B .  Linden-
muth, Peter L .  Nemec, Wi l -
liam Simpson, H a r r y  A .
Wright.

Probationary Officer Harry
Thiel w a s  dismissed, Purdy,
said, Deputy Donald Feranec
was referred to a departmen-
tal trial board frar a hearing.

PURDY
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DIXIE FSYMBOLS BANNED

A Forthright Action
By Dr. Stanford

It took great courage for Dr.
Henry King Stanford to order the
abolition o f  Confederate symbols
from the campus at the University
of Miami.

His concept might be found in
the very word "university" itself.
Combined from Latin words, unus
and versum, "university" means
"combined into one whole." And
this is what Dr. Stanford wants for
his university: a unified setting for
free discussion, fo r  equal oppor-
tunity and for peaceful dissent.

His decision to ban the playing
of "Dixie" by the University Band
of the Hour may offend some of
the r e d -neck Southerners w h o
abound in the southern end of Dade
County. But Dr. Stanford is known
to all of us as a man of moderation,
committed to a  high standard o f
educational processes. Never at a
loss for words, the president of the
university explained his position, in
a letter to his students:

"As a genuine Southerner, one
whose family goes back 300 years
into the history o f  the South, I
pride myself on the nobler aspects
of my Southern heritage — a digni-

ty, a courtesy, a civility, a manner-
ly approach, all of which denote a
respect for the individual.

"It is this very aspect of South-
ern heritage that persuades me to
believe that i t  is not honorable to
force upon a  minority group the
symbols of the Confederacy which,
rightly or wrongly, have become so
distasteful to them, symbols which
are associated in their minds with
slavery, discrimination, and t h e
degradation of human personality,
all conditions that are at complete
variance with that part of southern
heritage which I prize so highly."

That's speaking blunt ly and
truthfully because such symbols
serve only to  express prejudices
which exist, not only in our com-
munity but all over the nation.

These are, as Dr. Stanford noted
recently, "anxious times for both
the Town and the Gown." The
university must seek to  graduate
students who wi l l  enter into the
responsibilities of citizenship with
zeal, not apathy, prepared to meet
the challenge o f  tomorrow wi th
empathy for the task of today.

0-1

Extremists Used
Confederate Flag

To The Editor:
It's pretty well known that the Con-

federate flag has been used to  promote
such things as the Ku  K lux  Klan, the
White Citizens Council, and the political
career of George C. Wallace. This might
be reason enough for  the black students
at South Dade High to  protest against

the Confederate flag as their school sym-
bol, Confederate uniforms for the school
band, and the continued use of any other
Confederate trappings. It's doubtful that
these youngsters a r e  th ink ing about
slavery and the Civil War, but they cer-
tainly are concerned w i th  what's hap-
pening right now.

R. K. R., Miami



First Talks

News Leader
Editorial
Thoughtful
Editor, The News Leader:

I don't want t o  le t  another
day pass without congratula-
ting you on your thoughtful and
compassionate editorial c  o n-
cerning the contest over sym-
bols at South Dade High School.

Observing the developing sit-
uation I 've learned something
valuable, I  think.

If people who are moderate
and rational sit back and leave
a vacuum around a new issue,
hysteria and extremism f i n d
an opening. I f  moderates
speak up and define the issue
from the first, hysteria is con-
fined to the fringe.

As a friend of mine o f t e n
says, "Silence may be golden
sometimes; a t  other times it 's
just plain yellow."

...MRS. ALFRED BOAS

Promising
The first round of talks between

white and black parent committees
trying t o  resolve the South Dade
High controversy ended on a note of
optimism, and f o r  this the whole
community should be heartened.

STATEMENTS f r om two o f  t  h e
principals in the talks pointed this up.

"We p rog ressed  t o  t h e  p l ace
where we can talk with each other
instead of shouting a t  each other,"
said Jack Levy of the white group.

"There was an open exchange of
ideas and a basic trust was estab-
lished," s a i d  Odell Johns o f  the
black group.

The groups, meeting with t  h e
School Board members, agreed that
the more than three-hour session laid
the foundation for scheduling a sec-
ond session for Monday night.

THIS IS the  most encouraging
news to come out of this community
since the controversy began back in
the summer. Hopeful ly,  there will
be no deterioration in the talks and a
rapport wil l  be established between
whites and blacks that will prevent
further ruptures in the community.

Uniforms Not Ugly.
Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this as an an-
swer to the letter that stated
South Dade "blew it." F i r s t ,
the letter said that we had a
dull and out - of - the - grave
chance to get rid of the ugly,
uniforms.

Well, i f  they were ugly and
dull how come the band direc-
tors at  other schools compli-
mented us (the band) on i  t s
"new uniform," the exact same
ones w e  wore years before
this?

AND THEN the letter said
we had a chance to get rid of
a name which was a symbol of

defeat. M a y b e  we took t  h e
name Rebel because we knew
it wasn't a  symbol o f  defeat,
but a  symbol of the rebelling
world today.

And we did show our parents
that we had minds of our own
by trying to settle the problem
ourselves. B u t  now the prob-
lem is in the hands o f  t  h e
School Board and as Mrs. Jack
Matcovich stated, the b o a r d
probably will undo the w o r k
we have done.

So how many of  you white
really think the School Hoard's
most likely decision will bring
peace and order t o  S o u t h
Dade? . . A L A N  FORD



Nil-
9(71 Minority Group 'Rebels'

Editor, The News Leader:
During a l l  o f  this "Rebel"

controversy, has anyone thought
to look up the meaning of the
word "rebel" or, in the case of
the South during the Civil War,
"The Rebels"?

Webster states: "Rebel: a per-
son who openly resists authority
or opposes any control."

In effect, isn't this what is
being advocated and carried
out in this case and throughout
this country by minority groups?
The hippies, yippies, draft dis-
senters, bums, winos, intellec-
tuals, morons, union organiz-
ers—those who don't want to be
"unionized." Everyone and any-
one who has a compaint against
the boss, a  foreman, family,
wife, children, mistress or "Joe
the bartender" i s  a  "Rebel"!

Having been raised i n  t h e
South (Miami) b y  a  grand-
mother who descended from the
Lee's and the Randolph's o  f
Virginia and transplanted to the
State of Texas, instilled in me
that "Damn Yankee" was one
word. I  am proud o f  being a
self-proclaimed "Rebel"!

Remember! The Civi l  War
was fought over "States Rights,"
not the "Emancipation Procla-
mation" issued b y  Lincoln.
Many Southern "slave owners"
freed their slaves and then con-
tinued to care for them, share
and share alike, as long as pos-
sible. Yet, they went into the
most disastrous war in  which
these United States have ever
been engaged.

So what is the big beef? Con-
federate flags can be purchased
on the open markets in Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Viet Nam and I
DARE SAY, Germany. These
people are smart—they trade
upon sentiment, not logic.
Confederate flags have flown
in every theater of operations

from North Africa t o  Japan,
Italy to Germany. By individ-
uals who were AMERICANS
first, but proud of  a  heritage
which is no less henious than
the I r ish i n  New York—the
Scandinavians in  the U p p e r
Middle West, t h e  Mexican-
American in  the Southwest or
the Neisei in the Far West.* *  *

No one group, be they white,
black, red, yellow, purple o  r
pink, can dominate the thinking
in any one country (witness
Hitler), but CERTAIN groups
seem to feel this way.

The constitution provides that
everyone is created equal. BUT,

all of us, and I  mean ALL of
us have to earn this privilege.

Violence and controversy can-
not gain the ultimate goals of
all of us.

All of us have an obligation,
whether i t  be t o  town, ci ty,
county, state o r  nation (after
all, my High School team in
Iowa was called the "Indians"
and I  had no desire to r i l e
them Up on  t  h e Northern
plains) and we CAN'T do i t  by
fighting and violence at  t  h e
high school level.

Are you kidding me?"
"Save your Confederate mon-

ey, the South will rise AGAIN!"
NAME WITHHELD

South Dade Story Aired
On Television In Maine

Editor, The News Leader:
This morning, a  T V  news

program featured the S o u t h
Dade schools, South Dade high
school in particular, with their
problems o f  the Confederate
flag, their band and athletic
teams called the Rebels etc.* *  *

This was of great interest to
us as our youngest son went to
Homestead schools from t  h e
Neva King Cooper school on,
from our first trip in 1946 until
his second year in high school.
He played on the baseball team
his freshman year and like the
majority of people in Homestead
was a  'Yankee' Rebel a  n d
thought nothing of it.

Those were the days of seg-
regation and a t  a  time when
Metro wasn't throught of, both
of which we considered a  n
ideal situation, this by Yankees,
as Yankee as can be with our
town o f  Greenville only 6  0
miles from the Canadian bord-
er.

Our son went on to the Uni-
versity of Maine, being on the
Dean's list a  number of times
and fo r  some time now has
been a  very successful design-

ing engineer. We feel Home-
stead schools had no  small
part i n  making this possible.* *  *

We missed our trip to o  u r
second home, 'Homestead,' last
winter due to sickness and i t
was our second winter of stay-
ing i n  Greenville since t  h e
first trip in 1941. We feel just
as proud o f  your wonderful
high school band, 'The Rebels'
and as they play Dixie in their
wonderful way we too feel like
cheering like all others.

Most of the young people in
the band, l ike our son, came
from Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, New York, Oregon, etc.,
and have sense enough to real-
ize the Confederate flag or play-
ing Dixie doesn't mean a thing
to real Americans. ,

Keep on the way you are.
It's time in  our so-called De-
mocracy 10 per cent of  o  u r
citizens stop pushing around the
other 90 per cent. A  l a r g e
amount of us D--- Yankees will
vote f o r  Wallace, especially
those registered Democrats.
MR. AND MRS..
NORMAN E.  SQUIRES
GREENVILLE, MAINE.



Native Attitude Stills
Voice Of Conservatives

Editor, The News Leader:

The lady who said that North-
erners approved of her ideas
has finally forced me to write.
Your school board has asked
conservatives to come forward
— perhaps they are not cogni-
zant of the belligerent attitude
of the local natives. I  would
fear for my child i f  I  signed
my name to this letter.

I WOULD l ike to ask  he r
where s h e  th inks t h e  vote
against these ha te  symbols
came from. T h e  Negroes did
not vote. M o s t  northerners
here knew of your bigotry be-
fore they came here and came
for their work or  for the cli-
mate. W e  can see your atti-
tude i f  we asked you to fight
for the Union uniform, a  n d
the song Yankee Doodle.

All kids love to fight for a
cause, hence, c  o m petitive
sports are loved by all, W h y

• p u t  the burden of adult preju-
dices on their shoulders.* *  *

THEY S H O U L D  h a v e
"kicky" uniforms, and t h e y
with hearts full of team spirit
instead of the hate and fear of
fellow man.

If a  Baptist minister c  a n
open the doors of his church,
why can't Homestead open the
doors of its city and get rid of
things offensive.

To Christians I 'd like to ask
— who gave you your white
skin? G o d  in Heaven m u s t
have thought you would have
done something good or h  e
wouldn't have given you th is
advantage. C a n  you pray for

your missionaries and hate the
converts?

* *  *
TO NON - BELIEVERS who

think they came out of t  h e
woods before Negroes, I 'd like
to ask — with all your superior
culture would you allow your
children to be treated as y  o u

have treated the Negroes and
behave as well?

There is a  beautiful p o e m
about the Dead Sea. I t  takes
from all around it but it doesn't
give, so i t  has become dead
and stagnated. I s  this Home-
stead, Fla.?

..NAME WITHHELD

Black Power The Issue,
Not The Rebel Name

Editor, The News Leader:

Due to your ill-timed editor-
ial on Tuesday I  wi l l  not be
subscribing to your paper any
longer.

How could you completely
ignore a vote by the majority
of students of South Dade? In
other words all their faith, al l
the honest debates all the time
spent reactdne, a decision was
for nothing.* *  *

Any student who did not vote
certainly has no right to com-
plain of the outcome. Your vote
is supposed to be your voice in
this country. How do you ex-
plain to the majority that the
minority shall rule?

The dictionary states that "a
minority is a group having less
than the number of votes need-
ed t o  control." Maybe t  h e
threat o f  riots, disorder and
boycotts outweighs s i m p l e
justice.

Aside from the very o  n e-
sided point o f  view you p u t
forth, you also gave that very

narrow minded school board
member something i n  which
he could label all of the South
Dade community as racists.

I'm sure advance notice of
that editorial was very wide-
spread in the Negro community
as their demands seem to agree
with yours 100 per cent. Well,
maybe someday you along with
the black minority will succeed
in erasing some of the history
of the United States, namely
the Civil War.* *  *

It seems now, 100 years later,
you've decided the Confederate
flag, the song Dixie, and the
South itself should be treated
as dirty words. Well, I'm proud
of the country we live in and
I'm proud that loyal America
doesn't threaten violence, burn-
ing, looting, and rioting every-
time a situation arises.

Even you should be smart
enough t o  realize the Rebel
name isn't the issue, black pow-
er is.

MRS. SANDRA STEWART
Florida City
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There have been protests against use
of Confederate uniforms fo r  high school
bands, against the name "Rebels" o f  the
South Dade  H i g h  footba l l  t e a m  a n d
against use o f  Confederate flags a t  foot
ball games.

Now the president of the University of
Miami has instructed tha t  band no t  t o
play "Dixie" at football games.

The nat ional  t rend ,  o f  course, i s
against anything smacking o f  discrimina-
tion, and when i t  comes to Hate Bigotry I
don't take second place to anyone.

I hate bigotry so much that i f  I had my
way there would be a law against bigots,
regardless o f  race, creed o r  color, and
nobody but us liberals could ride in  the
front of the bus.

Which brings me to my own work in
Stamping Out Bigotry. I  am chairman of
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The Last Hurraheeeeeeeeeeeha
the recently formed Society to Silence the
Rebel Yell.

The Rebel Yell  gets worldwide public-
ity and yet nobody has, fo r  some reason,
taken the  f i rs t  effective move t o  make
rebels stop yelling, o r  a t  least t o  make
them yell something else.

I say i f  a man can't yell like a liberal
he shouldn't yell at all.

It's doubly nauseating to me how the
press, radio and T V  —  what I  cal l  the
media — wittingly or unwittingly contrib-
utes to promulgation of the Rebel Yell.

At practically every mass-attendance
sport event —  baseball, hippie-clubbing,
Daley-baiting, whatever — somewhere in
the crowd a  high-pitched ye l l  w i l l  r ise
above the crowd.

"Aha, a  Rebel Ye l l , "  t h e  news o r
sportscaster w i l l  say shamelessly. I  have
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just totted up figures which I  hold here in
my hand and which prove that the Rebel
Yell got 243 million dollars worth of free
publicity last year alone! (And yet  they
would have us believe the "media" is ob-
jective" and "impartial" .  .  . )

It's bad enough to give the word "Re-
bel" publicity nationwide, within our own
country, but what's going to happen when
we shamelessly expose our  bigotry when
they get the extension plugged in for star-
satellite range?

Maybe four-letter words are o.k. bu t
when you start saying five-letter words in
mixed company it's time for censorship.

I've repeatedly lectured many of many
hometown friends around Plant City, Fla.,
about th is  deplorable Rebel Ye l l .  They
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sneer at me as an Uncle Sam.

"Just recently when I was back home I
chanced to be doing missionary work in a
saloon out on the Turkey Creek road. I t
was late of a Saturday night and
my friends got rather carried away'
Johnny Cash record.

They stood right up and yelled.

"eeeeeeeeeeeee—H A!" t h e y
(Simplified version.)

And, sure enough, from the next pla
down the road — six and a half miles —
came the double-clutched, o r  grace note,
reply, V a a a a a  a000000000000—EEEE-
EEEEEEEYAH!"

They were shameless about admitting
it was a  Rebel Yell. Even a t  the time I
said I  would welcome suggestions on  a
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They Receive Suspensions

Midnight Snack Costly
For 18 a r o  Officers

By GERRY CROSBY
A midnight snack by officers

on extra duty a t  South D a d e
High School during the recent
racial tensions a t  t h e  school
will cost a  few officers about
$75 each i n  lest pay.

Public Safety Department Di-
rector E. Wilson Purdy announ-
ced Thursday 18 deputies were
suspended and one probationa-
ry off icer dismissed f o r  irreg-
ularitie:, i n  connection w i t h
off -  duty assignments a t  Small
Dade High.

Purdy said tha t  Capt. Rich-
ard McFarland, commander of
Substation-4 and Lt. Arthur Ev-
ans began an immediate inves-
tigation of the reported tirregu-

larities which involved eating
some food belonging t o  t h e
school.

Purdy stated that  the inves-
tigation revealed tha t  off icer::
improperly entered the school's
cafeteria and a te  the  food.

However, i t  was pointed out
that keys to  a l l  o f  the rooms,
including the  cafeteria w e r e
given to  the men i n  the event
ef trouble.

Therefore there was no forc-
ed entry by 18 of the men. There
was possible forced entry, how-
ever, b y  one o f  the men into
the locked cafeteria manager's
office.

According to reliable sources,
Benny McCardel, former Pub-

lic Safety Department officer,
now affiliated with the school
board's s e c u r i t y  department
made the complaint to J o h n
Tyler, head of security.

It was security that request-
ed off duty men to be assigned
to the school from midnight to
6:30 a.m. S o m e  of the officers
went on the j o b  immediately
following an eight hour regular
shift f o r  the department.

Milk, hard - boiled eggs, pud-
ding and small cakes w e r e
allegedly consumed b y  t h e
officers.

-The Public Safety Depart-
ment will not tolerate any i r -
regularities by any member of
the department without taking

appropriate disciplinary a c -
tion. T h i s  department requir-
ed t o p  professional integrity
and conduct under a l l  circum-
stances," Purdy said.

The following officers receiv-
ed three -  day suspension for
actually entering the cafeteria
area and taking food:

Raymond Stanisky, Joel R .
Anderson, J o h n  D .  Dobson,
James E .  Giles, Lael S. Schu-
m acker.

The following officers w  e re
given one -  day suspension for
taking food stuffs from an un-
locked re f r i ge ra to r :  A r n o l d
Facchini, Donald R .  A s k e w ,
Charles E .  Kellum, Robinson

Continued on Page Eight)

C. McGavock, Robert R .  R o -
sier, Gayle H.  Wilson, Harland
J. Applegate, G a r y  Gummel,
Bruce E.  Lindemuth, Peter L .
Nemec, William Simpson, Bar-
ry A. Wright,

Officer Harry Thiel, the new
officer still on probation, h a d
his position terminated.

Officer Don Ferranc's c a s e
has been referred to a  depart-
mental trial board for hearing.

The officers w i l l  serve thei r
suspension a t  the  convenience
of the station in order to avoid
cutting pol ice  patrols  t  o 0
severely.



Purdy Disciplines
18 Deputies Who

Took School Food
Eighteen sher i ff 's  de-

puties have been discip-
lined f o r  t a k i n g  f o o d
from the cafeteria of  the
South Dade Senior High
School whi le  they were
guarding the building.

A probationary officer
was dismissed f o r  t h e
same offense.

Sheriff Wi lson Purdy
said yesterday t ha t  h i s
men ate in  the cafeteria
at night during the dis-
pute a t  the school over
display o f  the Confeder-
ate f lag and use o f  the
name Rebels by  athletic
teams.

Negro students object-
ed, a  majority o f  t h e
whites insisted on retain-
ing t h e  symbols a n d
there was concern over a
possible demonstration.

"0 u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n
revealed that officers (on
guard du ty )  improperly
entered the school's cafe-
teria area and consumed
food belonging t o  t  h e
school," Pu rdy  sa id  i n

announcing the discipli-
nary action.

The officers were o f f
duty and were being paid
by the school system to
act as guards.

Purdy a n n o u n c e d
three-day suspensions for
Raymond Stanisky, Joel
R. Anderson, John D .
Dobson, James E .  Giles
and Lael S. Schumacker.

One-day suspensions
were ordered fo r  Arnold
Facchini, Donald R. As-
kew, Charles E. Kellum,
Robertson C. McGavock,
Robert R. Rosier, Gayle
H. Wi lson,  Har land J .
Applegate, G a r y  G u m -
mel, B ruce  B .  L inden-
muth, Peter  L .  Nemec,
William S impson  a n d
Harry A. Wright.

Harry Thiel, the proba-
t i o n a r y  off icer,  w a s
dropped f rom the force.
Deputy Donald Ferancec
was ordered t o  stand a
hearing before a depart-
mental trial board.

A Sweet Sound
To Music Makers

To The Editor:
On behalf of Broadcast Music, Inc., I

wish to compliment Mrs. Terry Johnson
King and The Miami News on her recent
article concerning commercial m u s i c
users' obligations as set forth under the
federal copyright law. This segment o f
the music business is one that the aver-
age person is most curious about, but by
the same token, has l itt le knowledge of
the legal requirements imposed on  the
music user.

WILLIAM KIMEL, Miami

U-M Decision
Disappoints Her

To The Editor:
I have been attending the University

of Miami football games f o r  the  past
four years. I ' l l  always remember Sept.
20. The reason: "Dixie" was not played
as usual ,  e v e n  though t h e  c rowds
cheered for it.

Please explain to me and many oth-
ers how a complaint by a minority group
of colored Americans can have so much
power. "Dixie" has always been a  song
loved by many. Songs are not written to
please all, i t  would be impossible to  do
SO.

Even Abraham Lincoln recognized
this to be a great song. He even had this
song played b y  a  band i n  the  Whi te
House after becoming President o f  the
United States.

Can you honestly tell me that "Dix-
ie" should not be played at large crowd
functions?

MRS. ROBERT NIMMO, Miami

Yankee Minstrel
Authored `Dixie'

To The Editor:
Inexcusable ignorance m a r k s  t h e

protests b y  some malcontents i n  their
claim that  "Dixie" is a  racist tune and
shouldn't be played b y  high school o r
university bands.

The name "Dixie's Land" was given
by Negroes (not  by  whites) t o  a  non-
slavery f a r m  o n  Manhattan Is land,
owned by Johaan Dixie, early in the 19th
century.

The song "Dixie" was written in 1859
by Daniel Decatur Emmett, f rom Mt .
Vernon, Ohio, a Yankee whose minstrel
fame honored the happy, music-loving
qualities of the American Negro.

W. W. HUBBARD, Pompano Beach



School Ruckus
Not Kid Stuff

THE HIGH SCHOOL ruckus in South Dade
County has many elements in parallel wi th the
question of social club discrimination.

Whether or not people, i n  this case young
students, have the right to employ symbols that
are offensive to a minority is clearly part of the
larger issue encompassing whether or not people
have the right to make any social choice based
on racial or religious prejudgment.

It seems logical that people cannot, or cer-
tainly should not, be forced to open the portals
of their private lives to all corners if their pref-
erence is not to do so.

But then  nei ther should those w h o  a r e
barred be denied the privilege o f  branding the
exclusion as a prejudice if that, indeed, is what it
is.

This seems a  small price to  pay fo r  those
who insist on the privacy at a time when racial
and religious likes and dislikes are the stuff  o f
Spads and Jennys in  a  world o f  moon-girdling
spaceships.

*  *  *

STILL, the exclusivists want i t  both ways,
and they harangue us wi th  the notion that fo r
the oppressed to exact any kind of  premium at
all o f  them, notably to  regard them as oppres-
sors, is "unAmerican."

This is  particularly hypocritical because i t
puts the cart  before the horse. I t  declares the
genteel practice o f  racial and religious bigotry
an American privilege.

Some politicians are particularly prone to
this kind of reasoning. They may run for the
presidency on a  platform that sees the racial
crisis as the overriding issue of  the campaign.
But they belong to social clubs that bar Negroes
or Jews as members.

The South Dade ruckus differs significantly
in a t  least one major consideration. For  South
Dade High is a public facility, and here there is
no room for prejudice, whatever price some may
be willing to pay for the right to enjoy it.

Indeed, there is a significant body o f  legal
opinion tha t  speaks convincingly against th i s
right. The May, 1954 Supreme Court ruling on
desegregation, for example, argues that separate
but equal is by its nature not equal because sepa-
rate implies a broad gamut of  psychological no
less than social inequities and handicaps.

*  *

IN T H E  W H I T E  students' insistence o n
using the sounds and symbols of the Confedera-
cy for some of their school activities, they have
violated the spirit of this ruling by abusing the
sensibilities of a minority group now guaranteed
an unconditional status of equality.

In the i r  defense, the  whi te students may
argue in two directions: either that the Confed-
erate symbols are not offensive; or that, regard-
less of the psychological impact on others, their
right to free expression must not be hindered.

But the fact is that the symbols are offen-
sive —  however good-humored or well-intended
they may be. They are an unrelenting sign of
Negro humiliation during a particularly humili-
ating period in American history.

Those white persons for  whom these sym-
bols continue t o  have electric meaning as an
evocation o f  past Southern glories deliberately
confuse t h e i r  sectional "pol i t ica l  patr iot ism"
with downright racial provocation. A t  best, they
pursue their ideals with no concern for the sensi-
bilities of others.

For this reason, the school ruckus was not
just k id  stuff  but a  miserable example o f  how
adults use their children as instruments of  self-
realization. The symbols run deep on both sides
of the color line, and so the South Dade struggle
poured over the students, into the adult commu-
nity and onto a battleground of  polarized white
and Negro forces, where "polit ical patriotism"
inevitably d id  achieve i t s  racial ly provocative
purpose.

*  *  *

THE QUESTION o f  offensiveness apart ,
there are laws here. As a public facility, South
Dade High is not a social club where white stu-
dents, l ike their  parents, may  opt  t o  pay the
price of  exclusivity and their unfettered right to
free expression at the expense of others.

It was therefore absurd of them (and their
parents) t o  expect o f  the Negroes that they
should adopt a  Steppin' Fechit attitude in the
face of rebel calls to battle.

For at South Dade High, everyone pays with
hard-earned and hard-relinquished t a x  dollars.
And so there can be no Steppin' Fetchits. Nor
should i t  be surprising that Negroes may recall
in "D i x i e "  more  t han  m i n t  jul ips, wh i t e -co-
lumned mansions and the splendid life.



BEATLE, EMBRYO, ETC.

Teacher Gets The Picture--He's Out
By LOUISE BLANCHARD

Miami News Reporter

A young teacher at South
Dade High said today he was
"relieved o f  teaching duties"
because o f  pictures o n  h is
classroom bulletin board.

William M. Royal, 24, said
school officials made i t  clear
he w a s  n o t  suspended. A
suspension would have to be
confirmed b y  t h e  c o u n t y
superintendent, and a  sus-
pended teacher can ask for a

public hear ing before t h e
School Board.

Royal sa id  t h e  bulletin
board pictures, many of them
taken from L i fe  magazine,
w e r e  confiscated F r i d a y
morning "as evidence." Some
had been o n  t h e  bulletin
board since the second day
of school, Sept. 4.

One was o f  the Beatles, a
British singing group widely
known among young people.

It was signed "George Harri-
son."

"That set o f f  a  search o f
the schoo l  r o l l s  t o  f i n d
'George Harr ison '  a s  t h e
culprit who brought the pic-
ture i n t o  m y  classroom,"
Royal said with a grin. "They
didn't find him."

George Harrison is one o f
the Beatles.

Another picture, also from
Life magazine, was o f  a hu-
man embryo .  R o y a l  s a i d
Principal Howard  Crabtree
called i t  "highly inappropri-
ate."

Royal teaches biology.

The teacher, who is him-
self a South Dade High grad-
uate, said the bulletin board
pictures were the only rea-
son he was given f o r  the
action. Those t w o  pictures
were the only ones specifical-
ly mentioned in an interview
Friday morning in Crabtree's
office, Royal said.

Students brought i n  t h e
pictures a t  Royal's ri.gges-
tion.

He said Betty Gilkey, dis-

Continued on Page 10A, Col. 2

Continued from Page 1
trict superintendent f o r  the
south district, and a member
of t h e  countywide school
security office, were present
at t h e  interview. H e  sa id
both took notes bu t  neither
said very much.

Miss G i l k e y  s a i d  today
that R o y a l  w a s  removed

WILLIAM M. ROYAL

from his classroom because
of A "direct violation o f  in-
structions f r o m  t h e  pr inc i -
pal."

She said Royal had pic-
tures over the glass panels in
doors to the hallway and that
they were dangerous because
a person leaving the class-
room could not see whether
there were students outside.



Crabtree had "asked a l l
teachers t o  remove them,"
she said.

Miss Gilkey said she was
"not able t o  say" whether
Royal had been personally
told about the penalty that
could arise from obscuring
the glass panels.

The "direct and obvious
violation o f  directions" was
"one o f  t h e  reasons" f o r
Royal's removal f rom h i s
classroom, Miss Gilkey said.
She did not name other rea-
sons.

"There were some pictures
removed f r o m  h i s  class-
room," Miss Gilkey said. " I
won't get into the pictures at
this t ime."  S h e  indicated
school officials want to study
them.

She emphasized that Royal
has not been suspended and
said the personnel office is
looking for a  teaching posi-
tion f o r  h i m  a t  another
school. "Today he is working
on lesson plans i n  South
Dade High," she said.

Asked whether Royal had
been told a t  the interview
Friday morning that the rea-
son for his removal from the
classroom was the failure to
remove pictures f r o m  t h e
glass panels, M i s s  Gi lkey
said, "No," and then, "he had
been t o l d  previously a n d
again Friday morning."

Crabtree s a i d  h e  h a d
turned over to the personnel
department "what  informa-
tion I  had" and that he was
"not in a position to do any
commenting t i l l  they come
up with some action."

Royal said that after the
interview with Crabtree, the
security officer said: " I  want
the names o f  the students
responsible for  bringing the
pictures in."

Royal refused t o  g i v e
them. H e  said the security
officer asked, " Yo u  don' t
think t h e y  d i d  anything
wrong, do you?"

"I don't think I  did any-
thing wrong either," Royal
said he replied, "and look at
me."

The security officer said if
Royal refused t o  give t h e
names h e  would question
every one  o f  Royal's 1 5 0
biology students to get them.
Royal still refused.
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security officer, "If you want
to blame someone, blame
me."

On the first day of school,
he said, he invited his stu-
dents to bring in pictures to
brighten up the classroom.

"During the summer, they
air conditioned the room and
blocked off all the windows,"
Royal said. " W e  have one
blank wall. Then there are
blackboards a  n d bulletin
boards. There are two little
portholes in the door. I  think
it looks like a jail cell.

"This i s  t h e  students'
classroom," he added. "They
have to sit and look at it —
the principal doesn't. I  think
they have a  right t o  have
something in there they want
to look at."

Some of the same pictures
were on bulletin boards i n
other classrooms last year,
he said.

Royal said there was no
hint of obscenity in the pic-
tures his students brought in.
He said he was not given any
personal warning that  t h e
p i c t u r e s  were considered
undesirable u n t i l  h e  w a s
removed from his classroom
in the middle of  taking the
roll Friday morning.

The pictures h a d  been
removed before he arrived at
school that day, he said.

"There was a  general an-
nouncement i n  a  facul ty
meeting that teachers should
remove ' a l l  inappropriate
pictures' f rom the i r  class-
room bulletin boards," h e
said. "That's all."

One of the pictures was a
psychedelic drawing made by
one of the pupils, Royal said.
It incorporated t h e  words
"love" and "pot."

"They see the word 'pot' in
m a g a z i n e s  of nationwide
circulation," he said. "Why
shouldn't they also see i t  in
school, w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e
adults who can explain the
dangers of marijuana?"

The students a r e  upset,
Royal said. " I  th ink their
rights have been violated.

And I  think my rights have
been violated — if they fired
me, i t  wouldn't b e  much
more."

This is Royal's second year
of teaching a t  South Dade
High. He holds only an an-
nual contract. A teacher must
teach in Dade schools three
years before he is eligible for
a continuing contract. H e
can be refused a contract for
next year but cannot be fired
during this school year ex-
cept for  cause. School offi-
cials do not usually fire a
teacher unless they believe
the "cause" wil l  hold up in
court.

Royal holds a  bachelor of
science degree from the Uni-
versity o f  Miami, w i t h  a
major i n  chemistry and a
minor in zoology, the branch
of biology that deals with
animals.

"I could get a  job tomor-
row paying twice as much as
I get for  teaching school,"
Royal said. "But I'm not that
much interested in acquiring
all the material things I  can
grab.

"I don' t  think you can
teach democracy by  aristo-
cracy or hypocrisy," he said.
"Kids today want to  know
why, and they deserve to be
answered."

He said he may have de-
ciced t o  become a  teacher
because once, while he was a
student at South Dade High,
he was suspended three days
on a false charge of stealing
a girl's bicycle. He indicated

he hoped to  do as much as
one person could to  protect
students f r o m  such unjust
treatment.

"I w a s  grabbed t h e  t h e
collar and yanked out of my
seat — the chair fell down,"
he sa id.  " I  w a s  dragged
downstairs i n to  t h e  princi-
pal's office and told I  had
been suspended for stealing
the bicycle. T h e y  wou ln ' t
even t e l l  m e  w h y  t h e y
thought I had done it.

"A thing like that leaves a
mark," he said.

During South Dade High's
crisis over the school's use of
Confederate symbols, Royal
said, he talked to some of the
students, urging them not to
resort t o  violence. " I  told
them, 'Your sister o r  your
girl friend might get hurt,'"
he said.

Principal C rab t ree  t o l d
Royal not to discuss the mat-

Royal said h e  to ld  t h e
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Teacher Pictures
Removal As Unfair

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

After sitting around South
Dade High doing no teaching
for two class days, Wil l iam
Royal w a s  t o l d  t o  repor t
today t o  t h e  Dade school
system's personnel office i n
Miami f o r  assignment t o
another school.

"But I  w a n t  t o  s t ay  i n
South Dade," h e  said. " I ' l l
request to be reinstated there
and find ou t  what measures
it takes to be reinstated."

Royal, 24, was "relieved of
t e a c h i n g  duties" Friday
morning w i t h  n o  advance
warning. He said school offi-
cials objected to pictures on
h i s c lassroom b u l l e t i n
board, brought in by students
at Royal's suggestion.

"I'm not going up there to

WILLIAM ROYAL

the personnel office with any
big grudge," Royal said.

Both the Classroom Teach-
ers' Associat ion a n d  t h e

`I want to stay i n  South
Dade . . . I'll request to be rein-
stated there and find out what
measures it takes to be rein-
stated. I'm not going up there
to the personnel office with
any big grudge . .. But I'm still
going to handle this on my
own.

Dade chapter o f  the Ameri-
can Federation o f  Teachers
offered help, h e  said. " B u t
I'm stil l going to handle this
on m y  o w n  —  r igh t  now,
anyway."

were fu l l .  I t ' s  definitely a n
excuse."

Betty Gilkey, south district
superintendent, sa id  Royal
had "directly violated i n -
structions from his principal"
by failing to remove pictures
from windows on the class-
room doors. She said i t  was
dangerous to have the win-
dows obscured.

Royal said, however, that
"at least six o r  seven other
teachers" h a d  n o t  y e t  r e -
moved pictures f r o m  t  h e
openings on Friday, the day
he was taken from his biolo-
gy classroom.

"I removed t h e  p ic tu re
from one door," he said. " I
left the other because I didn't
want the students to use the
back door to the classroom."

The windows were men-
tioned, Roya l  said, i n  h i s

He w a s  t o l d  yesterday
afternoon, h e  s a i d ,  t h a t
South Dade High was over-
staffed.

"I d o n ' t  be l ieve t h a t , "
Royal said. " A l l  m y  classes

interview Fr iday w i t h  Mi r y
Gilkey, P r inc ipa l  H o w a r d
Crabtree, and Ben McCardel
of the school system's secu-
rity office.

"But this wasn't the reason.
they gave," h e  said. "The
picture content was the rea-
son."

Two pictures were singled
out for criticism, he said, one
of the British singing group,
the Beatles, and  one o f  a
human embryo.

"If the Beatles are evi l ,"
Royal said, "then i t  shouldn't
be possible f o r  students t o
order Beetle albums through
another department of South
Dade High —  and i t  is." He
added that he does not think
a picture of a human embryo
inappropriate f o r  a  biology
classroom.
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By PAUL BROOKSHIRE
THE FLOODTIDE of mail to this

newspaper precipitated by a minor-
ity move to abolish Confederacy-link-
ed school symbols a t  South Dade
High continues at  an unprecedented
pace.

Although the hysteria has abated
somewhat, the seas o f  controversy
are still running high over the issue.* *  *  •

NEEDLESS TO SAY those in fa-
vor of retaining the status quo a t
Scuth Dade far outnumber those who
believe it's time for a change.* *  *

SO FAR The News Leader has re-
ceived about 100 pieces o f  mail on
tne subject. As o f  last Friday, we
had published 87 letters — most o f
them with little editing.

A few letters were not published
because they bordered on the ques-
tionable side — that is, they possibly
were slanderous to  certain parties
or groups involved.* *

DEFINITELY pro-Rebel, no doubt
about it, were 38 letter writers.

Another 17 were of a more moder-
ate tone but were for keeping t h e
symbols at South Dade.

That makes a total of 55 pro-Reb-
el. * *

LETTERS from persons support-
ing the minority position to do away
with the symbols numbered 23.

Another five l e t t e r s  seemed to
back the minority viewpoint, making
a total of 28 so-called "anti-Rebel."

.THERE were four other letters
published from persons commenting
on the issue but failing to take a de-
finite stand on either side.* *

FEW, IF any, of the letter writers
offered a solution to the controversy.

In other words apparently there
were no acceptable compromises to
those taking hard-line positions o n
either side. There  was no middle-
ground to any of these people.

*  *

ARGUMENTS offered on both sid-
es semed to f i t  into fixed patterns;
The pro-Rebels, fo r  the most part,
contended the symbols did not bear
any racial overtones and were purely
school symbols with no connection to
the Confederacy.

The anti-Rebels refused to accept
this argument.

And so it stands.

`Old Times There'
Should Be Forgotten

(From the University of Miami Hurricane)
The Old South had a lot of traditions. O n e

of the best was the style of the Southern Gentle-
man.

It  seems, however, that the good traditions
are always the first to wilt, and the poorer ones
hang around like sour dregs in the bottom of a
cask of fine wine.

And those dregs floated to the surface recent-
ly at both the University of Miami and South
Dade High School. A t  both schools, those claim-
ing to be the direct descendants and standard
bearers of the Moonlight - and - Magnolia set got
very up tight — and very ungentlemanly — about
the surrender of "Dixie" as a fight song.

IN BOTH CASES, b l a c k  students at the
schools t o l d  the administration that the song
"Dixie" and the accompanying Rebel flags and
other Confederate paraphernalia were offensive
to them.

Now there is some room — perhaps a ,long
city block or so — for debate on whether a black
student should get a l l  that upset whenever h e
hears the strains of "Dixie." I f  there is racism
implied in the song, i t  seems to be a rather subtle
brand of it. Perhaps i t  seems different, though,
from a Black man's viewpoint.

Regardless of the sociological merits or de-
merits of "Dixie" as a school fight song, though,
there were blatantly racist tinges to  the way
white students at both the schools reacted to its
being challenged.

At South Dade High, white students and par-
ents reacted as one would expect people with ru-
ral, southern backgrounds to react; like a bunch
of rednecks. Someone even "lynched" a black
doll from the school flagpole.

ONE WOULD have thought, though, that UM
students would have been a great deal more ur-
bane and 20th-Century than they were at Friday
night's game.

Instead, though, several hundred UM students
responded in a red-necky, high schoolish fashion
to President Henry King Stanford's request that
"Dixie" not be played. One kept waving a Rebel
flag as a  rallying signal fo r  those who hooted
"We Want Dixie."

Fortunately, the hooters and t h e  howlers
were in the minority. T h e  majority of the crowd
accepted with some nostalgia that they couldn't
and wouldn't have "Dixie" anymore.

The song that was once a traditional southern
school fight song has regrettably evolved into a
fight song of a different nature, and as such i t
strikes too sour a  note. D i x i e  in  reality has
gone, and Dixie in essence now must go. T h e
Land of Cotton — with its slavery and hatred —
has faded, and Old Times There should be for-
gotten.



Northern Songs
Sung in South
Frankly, I  never gave the

song "Dix ie"  much thought
until i t  became a racial issue.
A lo t  o f  other people didn't
either.

In grade school back  I n
West V i rg in ia ,  a  b o r d e r
state, we  kids sang "Dix ie"
at assemblies along w i t h  a
lot o f  other songs, and no-
body associated i t  with slav-
ery and oppression.

As grownups, most people
I know st i l l  don't; t o  them,
"Dixie" is part of the nation-
al mus ica l  her i tage,  l i k e
"Yankee Doodle" and "Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic."

Incidentally, i n  m a n y
Southern schools through the
years children have  sung
"Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic" completely unaware that
It was a Northern song.

But then, I  guess they just
didn't know any better.

Now there is a  new order
of things, however. We  are
to learn that "Dixie" offends
black people because i t  har-
kens back to an odious chap-
ter of American history when
blacks were slaves.

And therefore w e  should
have done with i t  in public.

The decision by University
of M iami  President Hen ry
King Stanford to ban "Dixie"
at U M  footba l l  games i s
probably just a starter. '

I'l l bet you a dish o f  fried
mush t h e  t i m e  i s  coming
when "Dixie" wi l l  be banned
in t h e  public schools, t oo .
And from there it is a natural
step t o  wipe ou t  the word
itself, wherever it exists.

Heoftko
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* *  *
74 'Dixie' Firms

THIS W I L L  t a k e  -some
doing, of course.

There a r e  7 4  business
firms i n  t h e  Dade County
telephone di rec tory  named
D i x i e  something-or-other.
From Dixie A i r  Parts to Dix-
ie-Woodmen & Associates.

We have two people fisted
whose last names are Dixie.

And then there is the Dix-
ieland Service center and the
Dixieland Tomato Co. •

Not to mention Dixie High-
way.

I have talked w i t h  Odel
Johns o n  t h e  subject. M r .
Johns, a Negro, is the South
Dade insurance man acting
as a  spokesman f o r  b lack
students protesting the nick-
name "Rebels"  a n d  o t h e r
Confederate t r app ings  a t
South Dade High School.

I respect h i s  v i e w  t h a t
these things harken back t o
an e ra  o f  human bondage
and, therefore, are offensive
to black people. I  respect i t ,
but I  don't necessarily agree.

Symbols of themselves are
what people make them.

*  *  *

Symbols of Era
TO VAST numbers of peo-

ple who  have l ived i n  the
South, "Dixie" and the Con-
federate f l a g  h a v e  nothing
whatsoever t o  do wi th  race
prejudice or slavery.

They had  n o -thing t o  d o
with pol i t ics,  e i ther,  u n t i l
G e o r g e  Wal lace adopted
them f o r  h i s  campaign —
which is a pity.

Many people o f  goodwill
and conscience, w h o  decry
human injustice a n d  h a v e
thrown their support t o  the
cause o f  civi l  rights, have a
fondness f o r  these symbols
of their Southern heritage.

And they hate to see them
cheapened, whether b y  a n
Alabama politician o r  b y
some clutch of rednecks who
use them a s  trappings o f
their hostility toward people
with black skin.

Ridding ourselves of  "Dix-
ie" and the Confederate f lag
(and perhaps even the color
gray) i s n ' t  go ing t o  erase
prejudice a n d  hatreds. F o r
these attitudes fester in  hu-
man hearts and can only be
educated away.

As a sidelight, though, you
can imagine some o f  t h e
extremes to  which banishing
"Dixie" could go; even, say,
to an era of Musical Prohibi-
tion.

One day a shady character
might sidle up  t o  you i n '  a
crowd and say, "Psst, buddy.
Wanna b u y  a  h o t  record?
Straight s t u f f .  'D ix ie , '  b y
Colonel Cornpone a n d  h i s
Savannah Seven."

Well, n a t 4 I l y  a n y  law-
abiding citizen Will  go right
to the state attorney .  .  .

South Dade
Parents,
Board Meet

A h i -racial committee o f
South Dade High parents met
again Monday night with the
Dade School Board hut there
was no indication the differ-
ences over Confederate sym-
bols had been resolved.

The t w o -and-a-half h o u r
meeting was  marred b y  a
brief walkout by  the Negro
parents led by Odell Johns, a
bondsman.

Johns le f t  the meeting a t
the high school about mid-
way through t h e  meeting,
taking other blacks with him.
He said "nothing could h e
further served" b y  the ses-
sion.

But moments later,  a f te r
conferring w i t h  a  schoo l
official, Wil l ie Wright, Johns
and the others returned and
the meeting continued.

It broke up about 9:30 p.m.
with a n  agreement t o  meet
again next Monday evening.

Jack Levy,  head o f  t h e
white parents gr•oun, com-
mented that "so long as we
are meeting and talking, the
door is open."

He added t h e  v i ew  tha t
"the School Board is bending
over backwards t o  under-
stand and help resolve the
problem" b''.'rt declined to say
w h e t h e r  a n y  substantial
progress had been made.

The Problem
Of Symbols

It is  discouraging to  read about
the controversy at South Dade High
School over its school symbols. The
confederate f lag, t h e  song "D ix ie "
and the word "Rebel" as i t  is  used
there, are not only an insult t o  the
Negro population, bu t  t o  a l l  whi te
people hoping to  f ind a  solution to
our racial problems. I t  is unthinkable
to expect Negro students t o  accept
these school symbols. This is  not  a
question of a minority trying to force
their demands on the majority but a
question o f  human decency and re-
spect for others. I f  we cannot solve
such smal l  problems, h o w  can we
expect to find a  peaceful solution to
the much more complicated problems
facing this nation?

LORRAINE MORTGOMER'



Threats, Bulldozing
Tactics Not The Way

Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this letter as an
appeal to everyone who may be
able to make this country what
our forefathers had i n  mind
when setting up laws to govern
the United States of America.
The threats which have besieg-
ed this country and now my own
community have prompted me
to t r y  to  do something in  a
small way.

When you read this letter you
will probably think it was writ-
ten by some nut, but I  assure
you that this is not the case.
I am a concerned parent of four
of the best children on earth.
I was brought up in the Bap-
tist Church and went through
my childhood in a small town
in central Georgia n a m e d
"Gay."

I was raised by  a  colored
woman known to me as "Aunt
Ida" because my mother had
to devote most of her time to
her mother and father, w  h o
were victims of sugar diabetes.
"Aunt Ida" was a  very small
colored person who did every-
thing possible for "Mr. Tommy
but i f  I  needed correcting, she
did that too. I  played w i t  h
colored children every day of
my early life and we got along
fine. These children were TRUE
AMERICANS.

* *
In early adult life I  employed

colored people on the f  a rm
here i n  Homestead. Then, i n
1952, I  was inducted into the
Army. During my two years at
Fort Jackson, S.C., m y  best
friend was a  Negro named
"James" who had been a prin-
cipal of a school in Mississippi
before his induction into the
Army. Snce our  wives a  n d
famlies were not with us, he
and I  spent quite a few of our
off duty hours doing our laun-
dry together in the same wash-
ing machine.

I became supply sergeant and
`James" a  platoon sergeant of
a training company. He always
saw to i t  that all members of
his race became good soldiers
and good citizens even if it took
a couple o f  G.I. baths wi th
scrub brushes and lye soap to
accomplish this. Here again,
he was a  TRUE AMERICAN
of a minority race on his way
up the RIGHT WAY.

Since my Army career ended
in 1954 I  have been i n  t  h e
construction field. I  have work-
ed hundreds of Negro personnel
on these jobs in several differ-
ent trades, as laborers, con-
crete finishers, block masons,
truck drivers, etc. I  do n  o t
think i f  you interviewed all of
the personnel that  had ever
worked for me, you would find
ONE that would say I had ever
been prejudiced o r  had been
unfair in any way.* *  *

During my 38 years of living
in the U.S.' I  have come i  n
contact with very few "Niggers"
until the last f ive years. ( I
think i f  you check with t  h e
Negro race you will find that a
"Nigger" is the same to them
what "White Trash" is  to the
White race-. I  f irmly believe
that most of these were inspired
by the Communistic movement
in this country.

I would like to bring to your
attention, MY FEELINGS, and
I think, the feelings o f  t  h e
young adults of this country who
really want to get an education
in order to become better citi-
zens, such as "Sharon Cash"
who is quoted in the news ar-
ticle attached. ( I  understand
that there were 33 names at-
tached to this letter.) My only
disappointment is that my 15-
year old daughter and 19-year
old son names were not includ-
ed. I  am sure if they have been
given the chance their names
would have been there; because
this is the way I  have tried to
raise them.

I am asking for each mem-
ber of the school board to ex-
plain to the citizens of  t  h i s
county, what type of citizens
these young adults will turn out

to b e  af ter being given the
guidance and privilege of vot-
ing i n  a  Democratic manner
and then having this vote of
the vast majority voided by a
government body. I  CANNOT
repeat myself by  saying that
THESE would be true Ameri-
cans.

I agree that minority groups
should have the same rights
and respect as the majority,
but I  do not believe this has
ever o r  wi l l  ever be accom-
plished by threats and the bull-
dozing tactics now being used
in this country.

During the last 11 years, I
have been in business contact
with quite a  few people of  a
long standing minority group of
this country. The Jewish people
have worked long and hard to
make their place and gain their
respect in this country, and have
looked after their own al l  the
way .  I  firmly believe that i f
the Negro race would spend
more of their time and money
in trying to get their own peo-
ple off of the relief rolls and
quite consumming so m u c h
of the taxpayers' money i n
organizations such as the E.O.
P.I. and others they would find
their goal of respect and equal
ity much closer, and thereby
make this a better place for all
of us to live.

I'll finish this letter by stat-
ing that I 'm glad "Aunt Ida"
and her brother "Uncle Fred"
(who at one time was u slave)
are now deal and don't have
to see what this Democratic
country has come to (u nd e r
communistic intervention).

I would like to, further state
that I  as an American cannot
understand why the people of
this country would rather send
their children to die in foreign
lands than to standup for what
they KNOW IS RIGHT, here in
their own country.

I am writing this letter and
signing my name because until
my two sons came along, I  was
the last mile of a long line of
cent, and am proud to be a
TRUE AMERICAN.

M. T.  CALDWELL



Conditions Bad
For Blacks, Too

Editor, The News Leader:

I am very much concerned
with what's going on at South
Dade.

I read the letter to the editor
Miss Sharon Cash sent in. She
said that she and others were
tired of  being stopped in the
halls, being bumped into and
stared at.

We can't walk from one cor-
ner to another without detec-
tives staring a t  us. What do
they have to come out there for?
Why won't they give us black
students (that want them) a
transfer?

They're always crying about
violence; that's a l l  they think
about when they see a  black
student. We can't help if they're
all scared.

Why can't they phase out
some white schools as well as
black? Let  the whites go to
black schools. Really and truly,
I don't think you can pay a
white to attend Mays High.

LABON HARRIS

Children Influenced By
Prejudices

Editor, The News Leader:
What man has the right to

condemn another man because
of his race, creed o r  color?
Why do people these days think
they have a  higher authority
than God? It 's absolutely dis-
gusting.
-Most parents want to be con-

sidered the greatest parents in
the world as far as their child-
ren a re  concerned. So they
spend endless hours, day after
day, teaching them right from
wrong. * *  *

They teach them to be help-
ful and friendly. A l l  this i  s
great and every child needs
this training. The children learn
a great deal by observing the
things that happen around them.
This h i  itself i s  your child's
greatest teacher—life.

So why do parents constantly
make nasty remarks about peo-
ple who are not the same color
they are? Why do they make a
big thing because their child
has t o  participate i n  school
with a child who was not the
same color?

Of Parents
Why did they spend so much

time training their kids to have
good manners and to respect
other people, when all they are
doing is teaching their child to
be deceitful and hateful, b  y
telling them there is a  differ-
ence in people because of their
race, creed or  color?

Kids are kids. They al l  be-
lieve in Santa Claus, the Easter
Bunny, the Good Fairy, Mon-
sters, Fairy tales and God.They
have measles, mumps, chicken
pox and colds. They al l  have
some sort of fear. They all live
in a child's world of dreams and
fantasy.They all like to play and
romp. And when in school they
all stand "together" to pledge
the flag. The flag of the United
States of America.* *  *

So what makes you think that
because of a child's color he is
different from your own?

What would happen i n  this
world i f  all the Negroes turned
white? I  know it  isn't possible,
but what i f  i t  was? How could
you tel l  the difference? How
would you know who was who?

Can You Imagine That?
Jews Object To Swastika

Editor, The News Leader:
The argument at South Dade

over the name "Rebel" is  r i -
diculous. I  see no reason at
all why the blacks of S out  h
Dade have to be so narrow of
mind as to think of things like
white supremacy when t h e y
hear "Dixie" played. W  h y
can't they think o f  magnolia
trees a n d  the beauty o f  the
Swannee River back in 1821?* *

I A M  AN authority on this
subject as my old Alma Mater
in Germany had a similar prob-
lem with the Jews.

A few of them were bussed
to our school right after World
War T h e y  objected to the
name "Hitler High" f o r  o  u r
school, the swastika f o r  o u r
symbol, the 'Gestapo" for our
nickname, and o f  a l l  things,
they even wanted us to change
our band's S.S. uniforms a n d
stop doing the goosestep a  t

half time.
Oh, the pettiness of those peo-

ple to come to OUR school and
not see the beauty of our sym-
bols of the glorious past.

Our t w o  b e s t  halfbacks,
Bernstein and Cohen, quit the
team in protest. T h i n k  of the
joy they missed by not running
touchdowns for dear old Hitler
High. O f  not hearing t  h e
crowd, led by  our  cheerlead-
ers, shouting "Seig Heil, Seig
Heil" in  their honor, as t  h e
band goosestepped around the
field.

*  *

WHY CAN'T these Jews for-
get the furnaces and the con-
centration camps of the past
and let us keep our symbols?
If this idiocy does not cease I
for one am going t o  change
my hair style and grow a mus-
tache.

B. V.  ADAMS,
Richmond Heights

What would the Negroes have
to riot about then? How could
they teach their kids to dislike
the whites?

Our world is changing every
day. Some people can't seem to
accept the fact; they must like
things the way they are no w.
Personally, I  don't like things
the way they are now. I  don't
like the war, the hatred, the
riots. I  think our country needs
a change. *

We need to learn the mean-
ing o f  fellowship and l o v e
among our fellow Amercans.
We have to train our kids to
love. What is the worll going
to be like i f  we don't train our
kids now? What kind of world
will this be for them when they
are adults? I t  depends on you,
the parents. As the song says:

shed his grace on thee, And
crowned thy  good, w i t h

brotherhood From sea to shn-
ng sea."

If more people thought seri-
ously about our America we'd
all be better satisfied.

MRS. JANET M. WOODALL
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Another Try Planned

Rebel' Negotiations
On Verge 01 Collapse

Negotiations deteriorated t  o
an impasse last night between
black and white parent c  o m-
mittees meeting at South Dade
High School, but the combined
group voted to schedule o  n e
more meeting next Monday in
the hopes they can remove
,4umbhng blocks.

Black parents' spokesman,

Odell Johns, told The N e w s
Leader today that his g r o u p
feels t h e  negotiations have
completely broken down.

"We gave our word, so we
will go back and meet again,
but we feel i t  is a waste o  f
time for a lot of people, and
an exercise in futility," Johns
said.

He is beginning today to hold
conferences with black leaders
of other Dade communities,
aiming at  a  boycott of  white
merchants and at a total boy-
cott of Dade schools by all Ne-
gro students.

Johns said he wil l also s e t
tentative talks w i th  national
civil rights leaders, because

"when you ' re  a  minori ty,
you've got to get help of mi-
norities in other places o  r
.your voice continues to be
lost."

The boycotts may be called
into action shortly after t  h e
second school board meeting
this month, now set f o r  Oct.
16, Johns said.

At one point in last night's
meeting of black and w h i t e
parents and school board mem-
bers, Johns and two members
of the 10 - person committee of
blacks led a  walkout, but re-
turned a  few minutes l a t e r
after conferring with the rest
of their own group and with
Negro school representative
Willie Wright.

There were indications l a s t
night that rumors of a  r  i f  t
within t h e  b lack  committee
have some basis in fact. After
the walkout, the group v o t e d
6-4 to schedule another meet-
ing and try again for a settle-
ment.

Johns, elected spokesman for
the blacks, has been openly
scornful that the black - white
conferences would result i  n
settling the dispute over Con-
federacy -  linked names a  n d
symbols used by South D a d e
High.

He had announced plans for
a merchant boycott and stu-
dent boycott several weeks ago
and agreed to defer them only
after vociferous urging by par-
ents attending a meeting o  f
blacks a t  a  southwest Home-
stead church.

Last night, a  woman mem-
ber of his committee held back
when Johns led the brief walk-
out, and insisted that she i  s
the committee's chairman and
that. Johns was chosen only as
spokesman, not  t o  head the
group.

Jack Levy, spokesman f  o r
the white parents committee,
said negotiation a t t emp ts
night had reached "more o  r
less a standstill."

However, he added, "as long
as we're still talking, s t i l l
searching for  a  compromise,
there is still hope for a settle-
ment."

At the first biracial parent
meeting, last week, Levy said
he got the impression t h a t
Johns, personally, was willing
to consider yielding on t  h e
question of  the school's Rebel
nickname.

But at  last night's meeting,
the Negroes said they wouldn't
consider a single point of com-
promise, Levy reported.

He said widespread news re-
parts that the University o  f
Miami has banned use o f  all
Confederate symbols including
the song  D ix ie  m a y  have
prompted the stiffening of the
local group's position.



NI W h y  Was South Dade
Picked For Trouble?

Editor, The News Leader:
To the South Dade parents,

both black and white, DON'T
LET I T  HAPPEN H E R E .
Through the exploitation o  f
our children, both black a  n d
white, the South Dade area is
being targeted by the Reds as
another Watts.

Why was South Dade High—
which had integrated peaceful-
ly —  selected for trouble?
Why were Negro students i n -
cited against the school colors
after having played happily un-
der these colors for  the past
two football seasons?

Who inc i ted  o u r  k i d s ?
Whose tax dollars paid for the
salaries and for the facilities
used by these agitators? Why
did four Atlanta T V  camera-
men, pant ing  f o r  violence,
come here to cover a  small
town football game?

*  *  *

WHY ARE Negro militants

threatening both decent whites
and decent blacks with an in-
vasion "to straighten us out"?
These extremists do not repre-
sent the decent blacks a  n y
more than the leather - jacket-
ed white extremists represent
the decent whites.

Intelligent and informed Ne-
groes know the answer to the
"whys." W e  know that t  h e
Communists plan t o  use our
people as the shock troops t o
overthrow our  country. W  e
know, but we do not dare speak
out.

We call on you good white
people for help to our g o o d
black people. T h i s  is o  u r
country and these are our kids.
We cannot stand by and s e e
both destroyed. W e  must join
together against those who are
creating racial hatreds f  o r
their own Communist ends.

LOUELLA WILLIAMS
A Black Parent

Location Dictated Name
Editor, The News Leader:

The name and symbols o f
South Dade High School were
originally used due t o  t  h e
school's southern location i  n
relation to the rest of D a d e
County — not as a racial sym-
bol.

•  Change the band uniforms
to an unbiased uniform such as
the uniforms they originally
had or one which depicts t  h e
south without prejudice. ( R e -
ferring to the south geographi-
cally.)

•  Change the  Confederate
battle flag to the regional flag
of the Confederate states o  f
America, which is strictly a
geographical symbol, w h e r e
black and white reside.

•  Leave the name Rebel as
a team name, since there are
Rebel automobiles (American

. Motors), etc., and the diction-
ary definition states that rebel
is one who wars against h  i s
government or resists its laws;
one who resists any authority;
opposing or resisting authority;
to resist o r  take u p  arms
against the law or government.

The word "Rebel" is clearly
used to oppose the  authority
of the opposing teams S o u t h
Dade wil l  contest again, with-
out any racial implications.

Since South Dade was n  o t
integrated when the original
symbols were adopted, i t  was
not possible to foresee the pres-
ent racial problem.

"Dixie" was  originally a
Negro -  American song.

ROBERT G. MIXON
Class of '57



—Herald Photo by C. A. MITCHELL

iology Instructor William Royal at Home
. . . he'll be reassigned to another school today

Psychedelic Art
Trips Teacher

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

A young South Dade High
School biology instructor has
been relieved of  his teaching
duties in a dispute over psy-
chedelic pictures hung in his
classroom.

William Royal, 24, a South
Dade High School graduate
who returned t o  h i s  a lma
mater as a  teacher, was re-
lieved of  his teaching duties
Friday and told to  report to
the school personnel off ice
otday f o r  reasisgnment t o
another school.

School officials said they
viewed Royal's pictures a s
"inappropriate for  classroom
display," according t o  Miss
Betty Gilkey, South District
Superintendent.

Furthermore, t h e  pictures
covered the safety glass on
one o f  t h e  t w o  classroom
doors in direct violation of a
directive t o  the faculty that
no signs: stickers o r  notices
should impede vision through
the glass.

-The pictures, confiscated
as evidence, according t o
Royal, included a  student's
psychedelic drawing with the
word " p o t "  o n  i t ,  a  L i f e
Magazine illustration o f  the
human embryo and a picture
of The Beatles.

Miss Gi lkey said a  s ign
regarding a nudist camp was
seen on Royal's door.

P r i v a t e l y ,  some school
officals say the side-burned,
moustached Royal may be a
little to  " fa r  out"  for  South
Dade High, a  school already
involved i n  a  tense rac ia l
situation.

J a c k  Prance, assistant
superintendent o f  personnel,
said Royal has not been sus-
pended o r  dismissed a n d
remains on salary.

"The South Dade situation
is such that i t  can't stand too
much," Prance said. "Anoth-
er l itt le thing like this could

H ( 2  ml.?)
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just blow the top off. I t  was
just suggested that  we take
Royal out o f  the school and
find another place for him to
work."

Royal sa id  h e  i s  "over -
whelmed by the whole situa-
tion. I  apologizd for thinking
this is America," he said.

" I  don't want to cause any
trouble but nobody sat down
and talked t o  me about a l l
this. I f  this communiyt would
give the kids some room to
do their  own thinking they
wouldn't have the race prob-
lems they do have."

The pictures, selected b y
students, have hung i n  the
room since early this month.
Originally they covered safe-
ty glass i n  both doors bu t
after t h e  direct ive, R o y a l
said, he uncovered one door.

Friday, when Royal report.
ed to work, the pictures were
gone. He  was summoned to
Crabtree's office and i n  the
presence o f  Crabtree, Miss
Gilkey and  school security
officer Ben McCardle told he
was being relieved o f  h i s
duties because o f  the  inap-
propriateness of the art.

School officials said Royal
probably wou ld  have been
transferred anyway because
there a r e  t h r e e  s u r p l u s
teachers a t  South Dade in -
cluding one in Royal's field.

"Royal was the last to be
hired so he would be one of
the f i rs t  t o  be  reassigned,"
Crabtree said.  Students i n
Royal's f i ve  biology classes
will be reassigned to another
faculty member.

This is  the young biology
teacher's second year a t  the
high school.

He re fused t o  disclose
which o f  h is  students con-
tributed the pictures.

"Look what's happening to
me and  I  don ' t  t h i nk  I 've,
done anything. I 'm not going
to ge t  the  k ids i n  trouble.
They can't even talk back."

"I thought I  was doing a
good thing b y  lett ing them
bring par t  o f  their  environ-
ment into school. The room
is colorless. T h e  students
have t o  s i t  inside i t .  They
brought i n  t he  things they
thought were appropriate —
things that are part o f  their
world."
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Over Psychedelic Posters

South ode  Teacher
Ousted

By JEANNETTE ROBINS
A young biology teacher a t

South Dade High School h  a s
been removed from his post for
failure to comply with a  ruling
of the principal and for  allow-
ing h is  students t o  decorate
their homeroom w i t h  psyche-
delic posters.

William Royal, s o n  o f  M r .
and Mrs. Tom Royal and him-
self a  graduate o f  South Dade
High 'School, has been remov-
ed f rom his  teaching assign-
ment a t  the school a n d  h a s
been p l a c e d  o n  t h e  county
school s y s t e m ' s  unassigned
teacher list.

He has  no t  been suspended

or dismissed, and remains o n
salary, according to  Miss Bet-
ty Gilkey, South District super-
intendent.

She said the matter develop-
ed because A c t i n g  Pr incipal
Howard Crabtree found a  sign
on the safety glass of  the door
to Royal's classroom after  a l l
teachers had been asked to re-
move signs, stickers and noti-
ces from_ the glass doors so as
not to impede vision.

Miss Gilkey said a  sign con-
cerning a  nudist  camp  w a s
iirFt noted, a n d  tha t  lz.ter a
poster picturing a  human em-
,bryo appeared.

Crabtree, with a  couple o  f
school personnel, removed the
poster and sign, a n d  ordered
Royal to his office.

While t h e  ac t i ng  pr inc ipa l
was in the room, which doubles
as h o m e  r o o m  a n d  bio logy
classroom, he  noticed o t h e r
posters and pictures which h e
described as psychedelic, a n d
which h e  said h e  considered
improper f o r  classroom d  i s-
play.

He and the assisting school
personnel removed these also.

Royal, i n  a  conference wi th
Crabtree and Miss Gilkey, said

• he had permitted his pupils to
bring i n  psychedelic and other

posters which they considered
pleasing to the eye because the
room has no window vista.

After the conference, M i s s
Gilkey said she believes i t  i s
in the best interest o f  al l  con-
cerned that Royal be placed on
the l ist o f  teachers unassigned
'but ready for duty.

Some o f  Royal 's students
said they believe the psyche-
delic posters were not the un-
derlying reason fo r  his remov-
al. T h e y  said they are  con-

, vinced that the school took ac-
tion because i t  disapproved o f
his -telling i t  like i t  is"  during
a discussion on marijuana, and
of his relating his own feelings

about the u s e  o f  mari juana
during college days.

Royal i s  the son o f  a  long-
time South Dade family.  T h i s
is his second, year of  teaching
biology.

During an interview Sunday,
he to ld a  news commentator
that he sees nothing wrong with
permittng the students to  pro-
vide some o f  the surroundings
that wil l  help them relate their
own lives to the classroom.

Crabree, queried this morn-
ing, said the personnel depart-
ment o f  the school system i s
reviewing " t he  to ta l  picture,"
and he declined to comment un-
til that review is  completed.
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RemovedOusted Teacher Teacher
Considering A s k s  Aid
Legal Fight F rom CTA

By GEORGIA MARSH
nerald Education Writer

A South Dade High School
biology teacher, involved in a
dispute over some psychedel-
ic pictures, said Tuesday he
may take legal steps to avoid
his pending reassignment t o
another school.

Willaim Royal ,  2 4 ,  w h o
was relieved of  his teaching
duties at South Dade High on
Friday, said he has taken his
case to  the Dade Classroom
Teachers Associat ion a n d
been promised legal help.

CTA executive secretary
Pat. Tornillo would only com-
ment that Royal had applied
for legal help and as a CTA
member is entitled to "what-
ever assistance is necessary."

Royal w a s  re l ieved o f
teaching h i s  f i v e  b i o l o g y
classes F r iday  a f t e r  be ing
told by South Dade's Acting
Principal Howard  Crabtree
that inappropriate pictures
were hanging i n  h is  class-
room.

The pictures were  o n  a
bulletin board and over the
safety glass o n  one o f  the
two classroom doors in viola-
tion o f  a  directive t o  t h e
faculty tha t  nothing should
obstruct t h e  v i e w  through
the safety glass.

Tuesday, Royal  said h e
went to the school personnel
office as directed but did not
receive a new assignment.

R o n a l d  Theobald, w h o
handles teacher assignments
for the school system, said he
did n o t  have enough t ime

William Royal
. . .  out at South Dade

Tuesday to confer with Royal
about a new position.

Royal i s  t o  report t o  the
personnel office again today.

William Royal, South Dade
High b io logy teacher w h o
was removed from his class-
room because o f  pictures on
his bulletin board, said today
he h a s  been ta l k ing  w i t h
officials o f  t h e  Classroom
Teachers' Association.

Dade school officials have
not y e t  assigned h i m  t o
another high school, he said.

Ronald Theobald, who is in
charge o f  teachers' assign-
ments, said he was unable to
make a  new assignment fo r
Royal yesterday but  was t o
talk w i t h  t h e  2 4 -year-old
teacher again today.

" I f  I  le t  the C TA handle
this," Roya l  said,  " I ' l l  l e t
them handle i t  a l l  the way.
I'll t ry to do what they say."
He was t o  meet w i t h  C TA
officials today.

Royal, who is in his second
year o f  teaching, sa id  t h e
pictures —  including one o f
the Beatles a n d  one  o f  a
human embryo —, were re-
moved f r o m  h i s  classroom
bulletin board before he ar-
rived a t  school Friday morn-
ing. While he was taking the
roll, R o y a l  sa id ,  h e  w a s
called from the classroom to
the off ice o f  Principal Ho -
ward Crabtree.

Royal said school officials
told him he was "relieved o f
teaching d u t y "  because the
pictures w e r e  considered
inappropriate.
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School officials told news-
paper reporters t h a t  Royal
had violated a directive from
the principal b y  leaving a
picture so  tha t  i t  obscured
glass i n  a  classroom door.
Later, other school officials
said the  school was "over-
staffed" and that  Royal, as
the most recently employed
biology teacher, w o u l d  b e
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  another
school.

Royal sa id  yesterday h e
wants t o  remain a t  South
Dade High.

CTA President Janet Dean
said Royal is a CTA member
and, as such, entitled " to al l
the help f rom the staff  we
would provide for  any mem-
ber." She sa id  i t  i s  C TA
policy n o t  t o  make publ ic
statements about  personnel
matters.



Why Weren't Population
Facts Published Earlier?

Editor, The News Leader:
Thank you for your informa-

tive articles, statistics on the
projection of population f  o r
the Greater Homestead area.
Many of us are wondering why
the paper took so long to print
these facts,

Earlier this year, when t  h e
issue of $2.25 million of federal
funds t o  remodel and rebuilt
the Redland Labor Camp arose,
an article was submitted t  o
your paper along these lines
concerning the growth of  Lei-
sure City. T h e  city fathers of
Homestead, t h e  Homestead
Housing Authority, the Metro-
politan Dade County Board of
Commissioners and your paper
must have been thinking about
the wonderful opportunity f  o r
someone to grab a big hunk of
tax money.* *  *

THE ARTICLE in  the Sept.
24 issue headlined "Population
'of 100,000 for Greater Home-
stead" and editorial o n  t h e
25th entitled "100,000 Popula-
tion Predicted by 1985" w  a s
no longer news, as these facts
were known to many concern-

ed citizens during the month of
April and were presented t  o
the County Commissioners on
June 6.

Eager beavers, with t h e i r
gimme hands stuck out., found
dilly -  dallying and having the
Commission hearings postpon-
ed to be in their advantage and
the pretentious intellectuals, at
that time, closed their e y e s,
ears and minds to the s a m e
facts that you printed t h i s
week. A l l  they could see was
the tax - dollar signs and how
it would benefit them.

Many politicians truly b e -
lieve t̀▶at they know every-
thing and the mass o f  United
States citizens are too dumb to
know what is best f o r  them.
What is YOUR excuse?

Is t h e  South Dade News
Leader really espousing the so-
cialist trend of the past 20 or
more years, or  just some o  f
its writers? T h i s  leaves much
to conjecture.

..BERTHA CLIFTON
....Leisure City

Whites Put
Children In
Black School

It really seems foolish t o
think that Cutler Ridge Junior
High is so overcrowded while
a nice school l ike Richmond
Heights is there to be of bene-
fit to a lot of people, but is not
used t o  capacity simply be-
cause i t  is in a black area.

We as white parents a  r e
sending our children to Rich-
mond Heights because, instead
of being concerned with race,
we are concerned about the
best education for our children.* *  *

SURELY it is better to hold
classes in a  proper classroom
t h a n  halls, cafeterias, etc.

Our children are happy here
and feel accepted and we are
we want for them — feeding
their scholastic needs and also
teaching t h e m  t o  l ive with
their fellow man and without
foolish prejudices.

.MRS. TONIA MASON
...MRS. LENOIR PARR



Blacks, Whites Talking
About Different Flags

Editor, The News Leader:
This is in answer t o  M  r s.

Dorothy Caves' letter publish-
ed Sept. 25.

Mrs. Caves, t h e  U n i t e d
States of America at one time
or another has been at w  a r
with England, Japan, Germa-
ny, Mexico, Spain and North
Korea. I n  each of these wars,
black men have fought and
died for a thing called freedom,
even though they themselves

have never been free.
The United States of Ameri-

ca, after each of  these wars,
forgave its enemies and, i  n
addition, poured countless mil-
lions of dollars into these coun-
tries to rebuild strengthen and
foster democracy in them.* *  *

THIS IS as i t  should be. But
there is not a  Japanese, Ger-
man, ex - Nazis even, who can-
not come to this country a n d

The Writer Who Is
Never, Never Right

Editor, The News Leader:
I write this to make a  plea

with Mrs. Sandra Stewart o  f
Florida City not to cancel her
subscription to The News Lead-
er simply because she disa-
grees with an editorial written
by M r.  Gassman concerning
the South Dade "Rebel" situa-
tion.

The News Leader is a  fine
paper and does an  excellent
job of reporting the local com-
munity news to us.

Unfortunately M r.  Gossman
is invariably on the wrong side
of most issues for the commu-
nity in which he lives.

•  He was on the wrong side
of the Rebel situation because
most people in South Dade want
to stand behind the students
and respect their vote.

•  He was on the wrong side
in his column about gun con-
trol laws, There are very few
in South Dade who want any
kind of gun control laws. What
most people in this community
would like to see is proper en-
forcement of  the laws we al-
ready have.

•  He w a s  again o n  the
wrong side with his attack o f
Mr. Wallace where he indica-
ted that i f  Mr.  Wallace were
elected and had access to the
nuclear weapons that he might
do somehing foolish.

Of course most of the people
in South Dade favor Mr. Wal-
lace, which I 'm sure no o n e
can argue with. T h e  poll ta-
ken at  the Cutler Ridge thea-

ter will bear this out.* *  *
IT SEEMS to  me that Mr.

Gossman is consistently on the
minority side of  issues as far
as this community is concern-
ed. A s  you can see I  equate
the word minority with t  h e
word wrong in this letter, the
reason being that this country
still (at least I  hope so) oper-
ates on majority rule.

Mr. Gossman's obsession not
to be able to conform with the
community could b e  caused
from being a  newspaperman.
They are a strange breed you
know.

After all Sandy, he's j u s t
one little ole man no b e t t e r
than anyone else. I  think you
and I  should defend his right to
be habitually wrong. A f t e r
all we must have freedom o f
the press.

So Sandy dear, renew your
subscription to. The News Lead-
er, i f  only to read the letters
to the editor. And if you would
like to read more conservative
views I  suggest you also read
Insight on the News and The
Fort Lauderdale News, both
published near enough so that
you can get copies with no
trouble at all.* *

MR. GOSSMAN h a s  been
wrong so many times that we
should not be alarmed i f  h  e
comes out for Mr. Humphrey
in the near future. I t  would
be in keeping with his tradi-
tion.

EDWARD M.  CORNELIUS

receive better treatment than
the black men who fought them
. . i n  this country's name. No
Supreme Cour t  decision i s
needed for them to enter white
schools, neighborhoods and so
forth, and I  find this deplora-
ble.

I am an ex - teacher of Ne-
gro and American history and
I am aware, as you are, that
slavery was not the only issue
that caused the South to secede
from the Union. I ,  like you,
am aware of the noble charac-
ter of Robert E. Lee and other
gentlemen of the South who
were honorable and fought for
a noble cause; yes, even died
for i t .  I  cast no aspersions
on them, their cause, o r  the
flag under which they fought.

The South was defeated i  n
that Civil War, thus failing to
become a country in the sense
that Greece a n d  Italy were
countries. S h e  was defeated
and returned with much bitter-
ness to the Union.* *  *

RECONSTRUCTION f  o 1-
lowed. T h e  South was exploi-
ted, the Negro was exploited.
In her bitterness toward t h i s
exploitation, the South turned
on the Negro, blaming him for
all her ills. Helpless against
the Northern occupation, s h e
lashed out at my people fresh
out of slavery.

The Confederate flag, which
had been retired by honorable
men like Mr. Lee at Appomat-
tox, was called out of  retire-
ment by dishonorable m  e n,
leading the r i ff  - raff o f  t  h e
South, covered by white sheets,
and carrying burning crosses,
to serve as the banner for a
new war against the Negro.

Under t h a t  noble banner,
which had served the South so
well during the Civil War, thou-
sands of Negroes were lynched,
burned, tortured and terrorize
ed. T h i s  banner, which flew
over the heads of Jeb Stuart,
Stonewall Jackson, and  other
Southern heroes in broad day-
light and in  honorable battle,
now was a  thing of the night
and flew over dastardly in e n
committing foul deeds in t  h e
name of the South.

Mrs. Caves, Caves, I agreee w i t h
you that the issue is all out of
perspective. A l l o w  me, i f  you
will, to put i t  in perspective.

NEGROES AND whites are
not talking about the s a m e
flag. Yo u  speak of the flag of
Robert E.  Lee and o f  honor.
We speak of the flag of t  h e
Ku Klux Klan and terror. We
are opposed to that flag car-
ried by racists who would de-
ny us equality in a land of l i -
berty and justice for all. W e
feel quite truly that you oppose
this, too.

The irony of  i t  a l l  i s  that
both flags look alike; and so
the issue. I n  ending this let-
ter of concern, let me s  a y
this. T h e  swastika is, I'm sure
you agree, repulsive t o  a l l
Jews. T h e  rebel flag is like-
wise repulsive to the Negro. I t
is not true that we feel we are
the only people in the world to
have been enslaved. We do,
however, feel that we are the
only ones who are not yet truly
emancipated, and can never be
as long as Southern Americans
can wave the rebel flag and
sing "Dixie," and not expect
the Negro to be offended.

Naivete is  everywhere. I t
is at least as dangerous a  s
racism.

MR. RUDOLPH V.  ADAMS
..Richmond Heights
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November Action Eyed

Dade Schools'
Nickna e  Plan
In Draft Stage

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

It w i l l  b e  November
before the School Board
takes a n y  act ion o n  a
p r o p o s e d  new policy
prohibiting schools f rom
using a n y  nickname o r
symbol t h a t  threatens
the peaceful education of
the students.

The policy is still being
drafted, School Supt. Dr.
Edward L. Whigham said
Wednesday.

The board cal led f o r
the n e w  p o l i c y  t w o
weeks ago in the wake of

a controversy a t  South
Dade H igh  School over

the use  o f  confederate
symbols and the school's
nickname "The  Rebels."
Black students a t  t h e
school are demanding the
symbols be changed.

The pol icy, which re-
quires t w o  readings be-
fore it can be voted upon,
was scheduled t o  come
up f o r  a  v o t e  b y  t h e
board Oct. 16.

However, Wednesday
the pol icy s t i l l  was n o t
ready f o r  f i r s t  read ing
and had i t  been, the f ive
board members present
indicated t h e y  w o u l d
have tabled action until a
full board was present.

Members Jack Gordon
and Mrs.  Anna  Brenner
Meyers were absent.

Board members c o n -
sulted t h e i r  ind iv idua l
calendars and concluded
that the f i rs t  t ime a  fu l l
board w i l l  be present to
act on the policy wi l l  be
Nov. 6.

In the meantime, a  bi-
racial committee is hold-
ing a  series o f  meetings
attempting t o  reach  a
compromise on the South
Dade conflict.
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Zooming Costs Deter Bids
On New Schools, Board Told

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami News Reporter

Construction c o s t s  a r e
rising so fast  tha t  contrac-
tors a re  a f ra id  t o  b i d  o n
large school plants, Andrew
J. Ferendino to ld  the Dade
School Board.

Ferendino, architect to the
board, said only one contrac-
tor is preparing to  submit a
bid o n  t h e  $ 4  mill ion, 1 8 -
month j o b  o f  building H i -
aleah-Miami Lakes High. And
the board wants t o  call f o r
bids on two other $4 million
senior high plants i n  Febru-
ary.

Ferendino said he thought
he could get two more bid-
ders o n  the  Hialeah-Miami
Lakes school i f  the School
Board would waive tempo-
rarily i ts  requirement that
building contractors submit
with each bid a  list o f  a l l
subcontractors a n d  i f  t h e
board would postpone by a
couple o f  weeks the  date
when bids are due.

The board accepted both
suggestions.

"Several contractors think
the school can't be built  for
$4 mil l ion," Ferendino said,
"because they can' t  predict
how much building costs wil l
increase i n  t h e  1 6  t o  1 8
months i t  takes t o  bui ld a
senior high.

"Ten union contracts ex -
pire M a r c h  3 1 , "  h e  sa id .
"The contractors don't know
how much they wi l l  have to
pay their workmen after that
date. They're reluctant to bid
on a long-term job."

He said construction costs
have risen 10 per cent in the

ist four months and that
'lumber alone "is up 30 per
cent in the last six months."

Seven elementary schools
are in various stages of plan-
ning, he  said, w i t h  t w o  o f
them ready to issue bid calls
right now.

So far,  however, he  Said
construction o f  s m a l l e r
schools i s  a  l ess  serious
problem. They take less time
to build and contractors do
not have to guess how much
costs w i l l  increase over  so
long a period.

"We can draw on a great-
er field o f  building contrac-
tors f o r  a n  e lementary
s c h o o 1," Ferendino sa id .
"There are only six o r  eight
contractors i n  Dade County
with the  bonding power t o
bid on a $4 million job."

In response t o  a  question
from board member Helene
Vosloh, Ferendino s a i d  h e
had called Tampa, Jackson-
ville and N e w  Yo r k  i n  a n
effort to interest out-of-town
contractors in the job.

"I found one prospect in
New York , "  he said. "There
were none i n  Tampa a n d
Jacksonville."

The Hialeah-Miami Lakes
school is scheduled for  com-
pletion July 1, 1970, in time
for t h e  beginning o f  t h e
1970-71 school year, Ferendi-
no said. The delay in receiv-
ing bids, h e  said, w i l l  n o t
prevent the school's opening
on schedule.

He said h e  i s  t r y ing  t o
arrange schedules t h a t  w i l l
allow 1 6  months f o r  con-
struction of a senior high.

"The building contractors
want 18 months," Ferendino
said. "Normally we allow 12
months and i t  takes 18."

South- M i a m i  H i g h  a n d
North I, iami Beach High are
the t w o  n e w  p lan ts  a l s o
scheduled to get started dur-

ing the current school year.
Ferendino hopes  t o  i ssue
calls f o r  b ids f o r  both i n
February.

On a motion from member
Ted Slack, the board voted
to postpone the first reading
of a proposed new 1 .:*.cy to
prohibit the  use c  school
symbols that would interfere
with education.

First reading of  the policy
will be at the Nov. 6 meeting.
Under board policy, a  new
policy canno t  b e  adopted
except o n  t w o  readings. I f
the proposal  i s  presented
formally Nov. 6, i t  c:-.nnot be
effective un t i l  t he  Nov.  2 0
meeting.

It was proposed as a  par-
tial solution t o  the  contro-
versy a t  South Dade High,
where Negro students have
bitterly protested the use o f
the school nickname, Rebels,
and of  the Confederate flag,
Confederate band  uni forms
and the song "Dixie."

Superintendent E  d w a r d
Whigham told the board his
staff h a s  prepared several
drafts of the proposed policy.
Board members were to re-
ceive them today.

He pointed out  that  the
board still is holding closed
meetings w i t h  a  biracial
committee in South Dade.

Slack sa id  h e  wou ld  b e
unable to  attend the Oct. 16
meeting, w h e n  t h e  boa rd
earlier intended t o  vote o n
the proposed policy.

The board began its meet-
ing a t  1 p.m. yesterday and
adjourned a t  1:30 —  proba-
bly t h e  shor t , :s t  r e g u l a r
meeting t h e  i  ide  School
Board h a s  h e l d  i n  many
years.
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South Stood For
Than Just Slavery

...(Editor's Note: Mr. Marvin.
Dennis of Leisure City has
requested the following WIOD
editorial of Sept. 18 be r  e-
printed as a  letter to t  e
.editor.)

*
"It's always possible to find

trouble and dissatisfaction. Al l
you have to do is go out and
look for it.

"WIOD thinks this is the case
where some membelks o f  the
student body a  r e protesting
against the school nickname,
'Rebels;' the school flag, the
theme song, 'Dixie;' and the

Communism, Si,
Dixie, No?
Editor, The News Leader:

Dr. Henry K ing  Stanford,
that great apostle of "academ-
ic freedom," has just banned
the exhibition of the Confeder-
ate flag and the playing of that
rollicking song, "Dixie," a  t
University o f  Miami football
games.

This is  the same Dr.  Stan-
ford who championed the ap-
pearance of Communist theore-
tician Herbert Aptheker on the
University of  Miami c  a m pus
with these words:

" I  am confident that o  u r
students' minds wil l  be tough-
ened, not weakened, by this ex-
posure ( t o  communisn) a  n d
that the university w i l l  b  e
stronger for having made i  t
possible for  ideas t o  b e  ex-
pressed, no matter how much
we, as loyal Americans, may
detest them."

Are we then t o  understand
that Dr. Stanford's "academic
freedom" is  "Communisn, s i "
and "Dixie, no?"

MARY F.  DICKINSON

school band uniforms, the same
as those worn by Confederate
soldiers during the Civil War.
They feel these symbols are in
some way perpetuating the con-
cepts of slavery and r a c i a l
discrimination.

*
.."WIOD can understand this
viewpoint. What we can't under-
stand is the refusal of the pro-
testors to recognize the other
viewpoint.

"The Confederacy is just as
dead as  slavery i s  and dis-
crimination will some day meet
a similar fate. But slavery is
not the only thing for  which
the Old South is to be remem-
bered. There are a great many
Southern traditions worthy o f
perpetuation, traditions of hos-
pitality and good manners, tra-
ditions immediately called t o
mind by the sight of a Confed-
erate f lag o r  the strains o f
'Dixie! Mese should not die.

"Would changing the name of
baseball have cleansed the game
in any way following the infa-
mous World Series scandal of
1919? The answer is 'no'. Base-
ball h  a s survived because
there's more to it than just one
incident.'

More Appropriate
Symbols Needed
Editor, The News Leader:

We have so far not written to
The News Leader concerning
the use of the Confederate sym-
bols in the school because we
thought the school board natu-
rally would suggest that sym-
bols more appropriate to  this
community be selected.

We agree with the editorial
of Sept. 17 suggesting a phas-
ing out of the old syfbols.

We appreciate Dr. H e n r y
K i n g  Stanford's courageous
stand that he has taken in ban-
ning the use o f  Confederate
symbols at  the University o  f
Miami.

NAMES WITHHELD
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Serving Probated Sentence

Teacher a s  Felony
Conviction

Ousted From
S. Dade High

BY GERRY CROSBY
AND

JAMES MAXWELL
Ousted South Dade High School teacher, Wi l l iam

Monroe Royal, has been convicted of a felony, accord-
ing t o  records i n  the  Dade County Cr iminal  Cour t
probation office. '

The 24 -  year - (11d biology
teacher, w h o  w a s  removed
from his classroom last w ee k
allegedly for allowing his room
to be decorated with psychedel-
ic posters and other minor in-
fractions, was convicted i  n
Leon County in 1965.

Records in  the Leon Circuit
Court clerk's .office reveal a
William M. Royal was convic-
ted April 6, 1965, on t h r e e
counts of breaking and enter-
ing.

He was sentenced t o  f i v e
years' probation.

On Apr i l  12, 1965, Royal's
probation records were trans-
ferred to Dade County. R e c -
ords on file there indicate Roy-
al is a South Dade school teach-
er.

In addition, The News Leader
has discovered, a William Mon-
roe Royal was arrested, charg-
ed and found guilty of p e t t y
larceny i n  Cora l  Gables i n
1961.

The judge sentenced Royal to
15 days in  jail and $205 fine.
The time in jail and $150 o  f
the fine was suspended.

Also, The News Leader learn-
ed Thursday there is a  Dade
Public Safety Department bench
warrant totalling $1,000 out for
a William Monroe Royal.

This warrant is for charges
of reckless driving and includ-
es speeding, going through a
stop sign and driving without
lights.

The Dade County Office o f
Public Instruction, which hires
and screens teachers, said when
Royal was employed the Fed-
eral Bureau o f  Investigation
had no record of fingerprints,
indicating he had never been
convicted of a felony.

To the question: "Have you
ever been arrested fo r  any-
thing other than a minor traf-
fic incident?" Royal answered,

School Personnel Director Ron
Theobold said every teacher's
application is checked for re-
ferences and each person i s
fingerprinted. A l l  prints a re
checked with the FBI.

Apparently, there were n o
prints on file with the FBI and
Royal was given good refer-
ences.

Royal has not been suspended
pr fired from his position as a
Dade County teacher. He was
placed on an unassigned teach-
ers' list.

So far he has not been given
a new assignment.
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Negotiation Is Route
To School Solution

Editor, The News Leader:
Dear Black Friends:

At last night's bridge game
I was afraid. A group of mild
women talked with such fury,
determination and desperation
if we allowed society to demand
or riot.

Poverty and prejudice are
not strangers to me, so I  can
say I've walked your r o a d
many years, never with my
head down

To be patted on the back for
a job well done, you must work.
To get out of the slums into de-
cent homes can be obtained
only through work. To work is
to get a decent job.

* *  *
And to get a decent job you

must have an education. Above
all other qualifications you
must be educated.

Where in our area is there a
finer school? I  for one, only
here four years, am proud to
be a part of Homestead, grati-
fied to see my children in this
school area.

How do you rectify the past?
I have had many friends of the
black race (all colors) not be-
cause of color but being women
of mutual desires to like all
mankind. Our parents hates and
prejudices are not ours.

Today we can talk to one an-
other, go to  school. Twenty
years ago i t  was unheard of.

Dear black friends, can you
think of any laws that were
passed on demand, on an or-
else basis? Have you heard of

laws being vetoed time after
time only to succeed.* *  *
...So your election was dis-
tasteful. Please don't give up—
negotiate as others all over the
world are doing, but with words
not action.

Please dear friends, black
and white, don't play into the
hands of the Communists. Don't
please them who have no love
of God or understanding of his
fellow man. Let us, the people
of South Dade, work, argue if
we must, but through our lead-
ers work this out.

Your fellow student can be
your friend. Not all can, b  u t
there are .many who are not of
their father but of themselves.

... ...VIRGINIA R. GUINAND

Black History Scholars
Few And Far Between

A group o f  black students a t  the University
of Miami  protested recently to  Dr.  Henry King
Stanford that courses in  black history were con-
spicuously missing f rom the university's curricu-
lum.

HOW THE university plans to handle the mat-
ter is its own affair, but more and more pressure
for such courses on a  nationwide basis is  turn-
ing up the fact  that there are  few qualified t o

''teach in  the field.
..kceording to  the Christian Science Moni tor

"the facts a re  t ha t  research i n  Afro-American
history is  s t i l l  in the pr imi t ive stage .  .  .  A n d
those qualified to  teach i t  in depth are few and
far between."

A few  universities are looking into the pos-
sibility o f  graduate programs i n  Afr ican-Ameri-
can studies but so far  none have been set up.

The newspaper quotes D r .  Gwendolyn Car-
ter, f i i rector o f  Northwestern University's P r o -
gram of African Studies, as saying that i t  is like-
ly that state boards o f  education eventually w i l l
require courses in Afro-American history.

Dr. Carter said that New York  and Pennsyl-
vania already require courses in  the subject for
ninth graders.

A NORTHWESTERN graduate student i n
the field claims, however, that  scholarship in the
,area wi l l  not come i n to  f u l l  f lower un t i l  b lack
scholars themselves take up the study and make
efforts to interpret it.

The scholar estimates that i t  wi l l  be 10 years
before the universities w i l l  be able to  catch up
to student demands in  the f i e l d .



DR. HENRY KING STANFORD

The Straw
That Broke

Camel's Back
To The Editor:

• Your September 27 editorial, "A Forth-
right Act ion by  Dr.  Stanford" was, as
usual, a well written piece with which I
disagreed. The fact that I  did not agree
with i t  was nothing new, however the
statement tha t  D r.  Stanford's decision
"may o f fend  some o f  t h e  r e d -neck
Southerners who abound in the southern
end of Dade County" was the straw that
broke this camel's back.

There can be no doubt t h a t  this
statement was intended to- be a slap in
the face of the people of my community,
the writer included.- Ninty-three per cent
of the  vot ing students a t  South Dade
High School recently voted t o  retain
"Dixie" a n d  other s c h o o l  symbols.
Therefore, according to your interpreta-
tion, the  vast majority o f  people here
must be quite unacceptable to your way
of thinking.

During the  recent controversy per-
taining to the question of the symbols at
South Dade High, your paper was quite
successful i n  attaining a  new low i n
slanted news reporting. Were you not
aware of  the open threats of  burning,
and turning South Dade into a  second
Civil Wa r  battle ground b y  these so
called oppressed people, i f  t he i r  de-
mands were not met?

I am a native of Homestead, and I'm
proud to be a  part of  this community.
We have many, many fine people here,
although I  realize now that you could
hardly believe this.

WAYNE L. LAWRENCE, Homestead

Pros And Cons
On The Rebels
To The Editor:

Quoted here is part of  a letter sent to members of the
Dade School Board, discussing the argument at South Dade
High School over the use of Confederate symbols:

"The issue is today and the cause is of a different nature
than in the Civil War — the right of a majority of students to
retain (after 15 years) a  school nickname "Rebel," a school
flag "Confederate," school uniform "Confederate," and a
school song "Dixie." In  the United States of America our
democratic society is based on the wish of the majority. The
wish of the majority has been established to retain these
school symbols. I  understand that the school board members
are going to vote on the issue to reverse the students' vote,
based on a  minority group's demand. I  think you and the
remaining members of the board should consider very care-
fully the demoralizing effect the wrong vote could have on
the students, as well as the residents of Dade County.

"If the Board's vote is a reversal of the majority student
vote, I  suggest you consider establishing the following sym-
bols:

School Nickname 'CONFORMISTS'
School Flag 'WHITE' (defeat)
School Song 'I SURRENDER DEAR'

H. J. LAKE, Hialeah

*  *

To the Editor:
Is anybody allowed to sing "Dixie" at Miami's Robert E.

Lee Junior High School?
SAM PETERS, Philadelphia, Pa.

*  *  *

To the Editor:
In a society which condones a rebellion that occurred in

1861 (and which failed) as if it were in the same category as
the American Revolution, i t  is not difficult to see how the
white people of South Dade High rationalize the nickname
"Rebels."

However, mark the inconsistency. They wanted to sub-
mit i t  to  a  "democratic referendum," in  which the huge
white majority would swamp the blacks and the few whites
who had the guts and honesty to see the light.

Now, the "Rebels" o f  1861 also refused to submit to a
referendum of the majority. Had Lincoln been able to induce
the South to agree to a nationwide reefrendum, there is little
doubt that the northern m  llions would have overcome the
sparser southern ballots.

So, those who wish to  be called "Rebels" i n  196S are
inadvertently wearing the shoes of reasoning of the anti-Slav-
ery people of  1861; and they are casting the 88 Negro stu-
dents in the role of true "Rebels"—rebels against a "Tyranny
of the Majority."

The lesson? That the majority is sometimes right, as in
1861; and sometimes wrong, as in 1968 at South Dade High;
and that  there are higher laws -to which white and black
must ascribe, laws so integral a  part o f  our lives that no
election can reverse them. Would the South Dade whites say
that by  majority vote they could name the team "Nazis?"
or "Anti-Christs?" No, because these words are anathema to
them. But "Rebels" has a cloak of respectability, as long as
it refers to the Confederate South of 1861. To the 88 Negroes
the word "Rebels" makes vivid memories of  slavery and of
degradation and second-class citizenship. I t  is their feelings
that is the issue, and here minister and church people have
failed to bring adequate leaderhip.

THEODORE_R. NELSON, Miami Beach



To The Editor:
This is the same Dr.  Stanford who

championed the appearance o f  Herbert
Aptheker, chief theoretician of the Com-
munist Party, as a speaker on the Uni-
versity o f  Miami campus. I  quote Dr.
Stanford: " I  am confident that the stu-
dents' minds w i l l  b e  toughened, n o t
weakened, by  this exposure to  commu-
nist propaganda and that the university
will be stronger for having made i t  pos-
sible for ideas to be expressed, no mat-
ter how much we, as loyal Americans,
may detest them."

Communism, si! "Dixie" No!
MARY F. DICKINSON, Homestead.

Police Changing
With 'The Times

To The Editor:
Change i n  o u r  society i s  causing

problems diff icult  t o  cope with. I t  has
split the country i n to  warring camps,
those who have and those who have not,
organized movements for  groups to  run
their own lives regardless of  how i t  af-
fects others, a n  upris ing among t h e
young who seek a  utopia impossible to
create.

Police officers are an important seg-
ment o f  this changing society yet they
are expected to behave and react differ-
ently in the new process of social order.
If he is attacked, spit at, cut with razor
blades f r o m  t h e  shoes o f  young p o t
smokers, he alone is expected to keep his
cool.

No wonder there is a growing wide-
spread dissatisfaction among them, espe-
cially strong within the younger mem-
bers, to react by using the same militant
and organized thinking used b y  other
factors o f  o u r  society. The  university
riots have given them a  taste o f  wh-t
can happen if an institution is too rigid.

DOROTHY MOLDENHAUER,
Key Biscayne

To the Editor:
Although I, am, in Les Crossman's words, an "uneducat-

ed kid," I feel that a little education would not be entirely out
of order for Mr. CrosSman. To  say that the Civil War was
fought over the abolition of slavery is to be incredibly misin-
formed. Slavery was only a superficial issue which masked
the deeper differences betwen the  regions o f  the  United
States. I t  was those deeply rooted conflicts that  eventually
led to war.

The Emancipation Proclamation freed the slaves. Or did
it? Here are the hard facts of which Mr. Crossman speaks so
glibly: I  quote from the Proclamation, ".  .  .  all .  .  .  slaves
within any states, . .  .  the people whereof shall be in rebel-
lion against the United States, shall be . .  .  forever free." But
what of the slaves in the "loyal" slave states of Missouri,
West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and Kentucky? Their
freedom was not to come until after the conclusion of the
war. It seems the great Proclamation was a device, enacted to
gain worldwide support for the North and to further cripple
the South economically.

If Mr. Crossman actually believes what he has written, I
suggest that the school system of  which he is a product is
hopelessly biased. Dade County's schools are anything but
Southern, yet their presentation o f  the Civil War attributes
no rose-colored moralistic ideals to the North.

CONRAD M. TILLMAN Jr., Miami

*  *  *

In your editorial of  Sept. 18 the following statement is
made: "And while i t  is all well and good for whites to  say
that blacks should not be offended when their school adopts
the uniforms and other trappings of the Confederacy, the fact
is that they are offended and understandably so." This is a
misleading statement, leading one who does not know better
to think that adopting the uniforms and trappings of the Con-
federacy was a recent move. The Rebel name, uniforms etc.
were taken when South Dade High School opened 15 years
ago, long before there were any black students in the school.

When new students come into a school and demand that
names, uniforms and "trappings" be changed to suit them, i t
is understandable that their demands are offensive. You men-
tion that  a  majority cannot decide what church we should
attend. No, they cannot, but i f  one starts attending a church
he has never attended, he does not start telling the people of
that church that they must change their way of running that
church.

...1111i11,1,11111111111111 11.11,111,11111 .

L. PHILLIPS, Homestead
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Your Vote Is Your Voice
Editor, The News Leader:

In my last  letter I  ended
with the comment "before it's
too late." T h i s  I  say again to
those who ask, "What shall we
do?"

I say vote, express y o u r
views, be heard, but with de-
cency and order. T h i s  must
be done i f  we are to survive.
This i s  ou r  America. L  e t
your flag fly high.

Be proud in what you have.
A chance to work and live in a
land that is great and that God
has blessed. I ' m  not afraid to

*
United You Win,
Divided You Lose
Editor, The News Leader:

In reply to the letter f r o m
Hawaii, the lady states the Civ-
il War was fought over Ne-
groes being slaves. W r o n g :
the war was fought because
.some states seceded from the
Union; also, the Negro helped
the Rebels in their fight against
the North.

If our great -  great grand-
fathers fought and died f  o r
four years under this flag —
black and white both fighting
together for the same cause —
not against each other, w  e
should be proud to go to a
school with this name t o  up-
hold.

I fought two years under the
U. S. flag with black as well
as whites, but because I  didn't
agree with the policy I  didn't
try to change our flag.

I was and still am proud of
it. S o  should South Dade stu-
dents. U n i t e d  you shall win,
divided you lose ALL. Exam-
ple: North Miami, 19; S o u t h
Dade, 7.

..NAME WITHHELD

wave my flag. I t  flies h i g h
over our house and always has.
When o u r  possessions came
here to this beautiful l i t t l e
town of Homestead on top o  f
the trailer was the f lag pole,
our great symbol of freedom.

It went up with love by one
who loves this land and fought
for it. L e t  your flag fly high,
people of Homestead. Stand up.
Be heard Vo t e .  A n d  again
I say-before i t  i5 too late.

I write in  this way because
I k n o w  f r o m  listening the
American people are alive —
maybe a  l i t t le  dormant a t
times but now alive and ready.
Democracy does live and j  u s -
tice does survive because t  h e
people will i t  so.

LIBBY ALABACK

*
South Dade
Attack 'Phony'
Editor, The News Leader:

This whole attack on South
Dade High School and the peo-
ple of this community i s  as
phony as a  Lyndon Johnson
dollar bill.

It's time we smoke out these
cowards sniping at us  —  be-
ginning w i th  the  anonymous
authors o f  the phony c  o m-
plaints that the Negro " s  t u-
dents" couldn't even read —
and going right on down t  o
the gutless wonder who pro-
duced the letter "South Dade
Blew I t "  but lacked the cour-
age to sign his name.

We are sick and t i red o f
these hit  and run artists. I f
they have the guts to write a
letter, let them have the guts
to stand up and be counted.

...DOUG INGRAM

School Board
Candidates
Give Views

Views of five candidates f  o r
the Dade School Board w e r e
heard by members of the South
Dade Council Friday.

Jerry Chambers, Mrs. Shir-
ley Jones speaking for Mrs.
Shirley Spellerberg, Mrs. Anna
Brenner Meyers, Dr. Ben Shep-
pard and Mrs. Crutcher Field
Harrison spoke.

Unable to attend were M r s.
Ethel Beckham, George Dorste
and Allan Becker.

Chambers, Republican candi-
date, said he believes educa-
tion is the most important thing
that the country has to under-
take and that he did not be-
lieve the present school board
had fulfilled its job.

He said he believed the Board
had. 'become a battleground for
political and racial problems.

Mrs. Jones said one of Mrs.
Spellerberg's main objections
to the present system is lack
of discipline in the class.

Mrs. Meyers, the only incum-
bent, discussed the growth o  f
the school system in the county
and the work of the s c h o o l
board since 1963 when she was
first elected.

Dr. Sheppard said he believ-
ed in  vocational rehabilitation
starting in the fourth grade,

As to the location of a new
Mays High School, Sheppard
said, he would never had bow-
ed to racial pressures o r  to
threats.

He said schools should be lo-
cated in integrated areas and
other school board decisions
should be made on a basis of
what is educationally best for
the student, not for what color
they are.



Psychedelic Poster  Controversy

S. Dade i g h  Teacher
To e  Asked to Resign
By GEORGIA MARSH

Herald S ta f f  W r i t e r

William M .  R o y a l ,  t h e
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
biology teacher involved in a
d i s p u t e  over  psychedelic
pictures i n  h i s  classroom,
will be asked to resign.

At South Dude H igh  School

No Solution
In 'Rebels' i f t
A b i - r a c i a l  c o m m i t t e e

trying t o  solve t h e  South
Dade H i g h  Schoo l  r a c i a l
controversy ended i t s  th i rd
meeting Monday night with-
out reaching a compromise.

About the only  thing the
20-member group could agree
on is that the white members
would go  back t o  t h e  a l l -
white Concerned P a r e n t s
Organization and ask i f  they
would agree t o  drop either
the school nickname "Reb-
els" or use of  the song "Dix-
ie."

The o n l y  t h i n g  N e g r o
members o f  t h e  committee
would indicate was that this
could be the first step toward
settlement of the two month
old dispute.

JACK LEVY, chairman o f

• .the white parents group, was
pessimistic about the whi te
community agreeing to  drop
either the name or the song.

Levy said he believed that
once the blacks achieved this
much of  a compromise, they
would be back for more.

Black spokesmen O d e l l
Johns reportedly told the full
committee that  the proposed
compromise c o u l d  p reven t
his threatened boyco t t  o f
schools and businesses in the
South Dade area by Negroes.

School B o a r d  Cha i rman
C. T.  McCrimmon said the
meeting ac tua l l y  " g o t  u s
nowhere, but at least we are
still arbitrating."

No date for a future meet-
ing was set.

Royal, 24, was relieved o f
his classroom crudes at South
Dade more than a week ago
and placed o n  t h e  school
system's surplus teacher list.
He has been receiving h i s
regular salary.

Starting today, Royal n o
longer w i l l  be  getting paid.
Jack Prance, assistant super-
intendent o f  personnel, said
Royals is on a  "leave o f  ab-
sence without pay," while he
confers w i t h  h i s  a t torney
Tobias Simon.

ROYAL WA S  RELIEVED
of his classroom duties when
the psychedelic pictures were
found in his classroom.

Further investigation r e -
vealed that Royal is on pro-
bation from the Leon County
Circuit C o u r t  w h e r e  h e
pleaded g u i l t y  t o  t h r e e

counts of breaking and enter-
ing in January, 1965.

According t o  c o u r t  r ec -
ords, Royal pleaded guilty,to
breaking and  entering i n t o
three motels i n  Tallahassee.
Circuit Cou r t  Judge H u g h
Taylor wi thheld sentencing
and placed Royal on a  f ive
year probation in Apri l  1965.

Records o f  the Coral Ga-
bles Police Department show
Royal w a s  convicted o f  a
petty larceny charge in July,
1961 when he was 17. A  15
day jail sentence and part of
a $205 fine were suspended.

Royal said Monday he i s
waiting t o  confer w i t h  h is
attorney who is out of  town
until Wesnesday, but that he
does n o t  in tend t o  resign
from the school system.

"I've never been convicted
of a felony," Royal said.
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At South Dade High

Parents Fail Again
To Solve Issue

White, Black
Group Holds
Third Session

A hi-racial committee of parents failed last night In a
last - ditch attempt to iesolve South Dade High School's Rebel
name-and-symbol controversy.

Neither white nor black nego-
tiators will ask to schedule an-
other mediation attempt unless
the large racial groups t h e y
represent authorize a  compro-
mise in which each side yields
something.

Just where this leaves t  h e
issues in question isn't dear,
since both large parent groups
will have to be polled before i t
is known whether either is will-
ing to give on any item.

The executive board of Con-
cerned Parents Organization, a
group of  more than 400 white
parents, w i l l  meet Thursday
night to set up machinery for
a poll of its membership.

Black feelings wil l  be polled
at an open meeting sometime
within the next week, a spokes-
man said.

Through Odell Johns, t  h e
black negotiators' o i r f i l  cial
'voice'', the Negroes last night
offered what could be constru.
ed as a  tentative proposal for
compromise when Johns asked
the 10-member white parents
committee whether the CPO
would choose t o  retain t  h e
school nickname Rebels or the
school song Dixie.

Johns told The News Leader
this morning that he intended
this as a legitimate offer, and
paraphrased i t  this way:

"The song and the name ap-
pear to be the two major items
of contention. I f  we agree to
yield on one, will you yield on
the other, provided you c  a n
choose which one you'll yield
on?"

Jack Levy, spokesman f  o r
the white parents, said t h i s
morning that his group had not
gotten the impression that the
blacks were making a  legiti-
mate compromise offer. How-
ever, he said, his group will be
polled t o  determine whether
there is any area on which a
majority would be 'willing t  o
accept compromise.

Members of both negotiating
committees apparently feel that
"the other side isn't willing to
budge an inch." Y e t  each did
tentatively yield a point before
or during the first of the three
negotiating sessions.

Whites acknowledged that the
school band's lohnny-Reb-type'
uniforms, w h i c h  are several
years old and showing w e a r,
could be replaced with u  n
forms of a different and non -

controversial design.
And blacks agreed that t  h e

school colors — blue and gray
— were "not all that important
and we can live with them."

Now both committees regard
these as points of no contest,
rather than less - important is-
sues on which some a  g r e e-
ment has been reached.

Nohedy is talking oluch about
the Confederate bat t le f  1 a g
which has been South Dade's
official banner s ince t  h e
school's inception, a n d  t  o
which b l a c k  students voiced
strenuous objection just before
the fall term began.

Whites point out that t  h e
Confederate flag is protected by
state law and any ban would
have t o  b e  court - ordered.
Blacks indicated last night that
they may seek such a court de-
cision to resolve this issue, ra-
ther than trying to settle i t  at
the conference table.
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Royal Asked
To Resign;
Pay Stopped

William Monroe Royal, form-
er South Dade High School bio-
logy teacher, has been reques-
ted to resign his position with
the Dade County Schools.

Royal was relieved from his
duties at the high school after
the discovery o f  psychedelic
pictures in his home room. A t
that time he was placed on a
surplus teachers' l ist and was
still being paid a  salary.

Starting today, however, a l l
pay is discontinued.

The News Leader reported
Friday that Royal had a police
record in  Leon County (Talla-
hassee).

A check wi th  Leon County
Circuit Court records indicated
the teacher was on five years
probation on three counts o f
breaking and entering.

The personnel department of
the School Board has investiga-
ted the disclosures made b  y
The News Leader, found them
to be true, and asked for Roy-
al's resignation.

4 S. Dade
Schools
Vandalized

Vandals and thieves s t r u ck
four South Dade schools over the
weekend, and the recently beef-
ed-up School Security Depart.
ment, will be asked to investi-
gate.

All of the schools hit are fre-
quent targets of juvenile offen-
ders.

Clifford Howast, custodian at
Mays High, reported t o  t  h e
Public Safety Department that
four jalousies to the cafeteria
had been broken and that van-
dals ransacked the entire room.

A chain - link fence cover by
the boy's lockerroom had been
broken.

About $127 in food was stolen
from R. R. Moton School. A c -
cording to the cafeteria mana-
ger, ground beef, chicken, sau-
sage a n d  other goods were
missing from the kitchen.

Four portables were broken
into at  Richmond Elementary
School and in each of the rooms
the jalousie doors had b e e n
smashed.

Tiles pulled from the roof of
South Miami Heights Elemen-
tary School, t h e n  t h rown
through classroom windows, re-
sulted in $85 damage.

A school authority said an of-
fice had also been entered and
various items scattered about
the office and clinic.

Johns Due
To Appear
Before Jury

While continuing its probe in-
to the Liberty City riots, t  h e
Dade grand jury will hear a t
least one witness today in the
Florida City investigation of al-
leged gambling and payoffs.

A bondsman who formerly
put up security to release per-
sons charged with crime i  n
the Florida City area has been
subpoenaed to testify.

Having had close relation-
ships with the Florida City po-
lice, court and persons needing
a bondsman, this man is sup-
posed to be familiar with gam-
bling operations and operators
in the area. Howeve r  t  h e
bondsman, Odell Johns, i s  re-
ported to have lost h is  " i n "
and is no longer the preferred
bondsman in the area.

Consequently investigators
suppose that Johns may be will-
ing to give the grand jury some
facts whic,i relate to the Flori-
da City probe.
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WITHOUT PAY

Teacher 'On Leave'
Considers. Lawsuit
South Dade High biology

teacher Wi l l iam Royal  w i l l
decide tomorrow wha t  he's
going t o  d o ,  a  Classroom
Teachers' A s s o c i a t i o n
spokesman said today.

"As of  now," CTA Execu-
tive Secretary P a t  Torn i l lo
said, "He is on leave without
pay." School system admin-
istrators have asked Royal to
resign on the basis of  reports
that he twice was accused of
larceny, once in Coral Gables
when he  was 17  and more
recently in Tallahassee, when
he was a  student a t  Florida
State University.

Tornillo s a i d  t h e  C TA ' s
attorney, 'Tobias Simon, i s
checking records in Tallahas-
see and later wil l  get records
in Coral Gables.

Royal, Tornil lo and Simon
will meet  tomorrow, ' 'ana-
lyze the  whole th ing,"  and
then decide what to do, Tor-
nillo said.

Tornillo said i t  is possible
that one o r  more lawsuits
will be filed.

Royal, 24, was "relieved of
aching dut ies"  Sept .  2 8 .
fficials t o l d  h i m  t h e  p ic -
res o n  h i s  biology class-
om bu l le t in  boa rd  w e r e
suita.ble.
Later, school administra-

tors sa id  h e  h a d  violated
orders by allowing a  picture

4Probscure glass i n  a  class-
oom door; later,  they  said

South Dade High was over-
staffed and Royal would have
to be transferred because he
was the most  recently em-
ployed biology teacher.
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In School Controversy

Blacks Ask Help
Of SCLC

Rally Called
By Leaders

By JEANNETTE ROBINS
Representatives of South Dade's b lack communi-

ties voted overwhelmingly last night t o  c a l l  on  the
national Southern Christian Leadership Conference or-
ganization i n  i ts  f ight  t o  have Confederacy -  l inked
symbols barred f r o m  South Dade High School.
At a meeting i n  Homestead

about 50 community leaders of
Negro areas from Florida City
to Richmond Heights agreed to
call a mass rally of blacks i n
Homestead Monday night, and
to ask for a national SCLC lead-
er to speak.

Tentatively, the speaker will
be Rev. C. K. Steele of Talla-
hassee.

Steele is first vice-president
of the national SCLC organiza-
tion, and the man who success-
fully led the bus boycott i  n
Tallahassee. H e  is a member
of the national boards of CORE
and NAACP.

Time and place of the black
rally Will be announced within
a few days, a spokesman f  o r
the community leaders said.

Purpose of the rally i s  t o
lend strength to the request of
black parents that the s c h o of
hoard provide bus transporta-
tion for any South Dade High
student who wants to transfer
to all-black Mays High School,
the group said.

The Monday night meeting
will be open to the public. The
spokesman described the rally
and the policy of SCLC as "def-
initely non - violent."

WOULD YOU believe what
the s t a t e  prison baseball
team calls itself at Raiford?
The Raiford Rebels!

*  *



Talks Stalled,
But Outlook .
Is Not Hopeless

The apparent impasse that the bi.
racial committee of parents has met
on the late unpleasantness at  South
Dade High is discouraging but not,

t- hope, hopeless.
Although each side seems to feel

that the other side isn't willing to give
in on any of  the pohits, both :ides

I apparently have already yielded on
tentative points.

For inEtance the whites have re-,
portedly said that the "Johnny-Reb"
type band uniforms have seen better
days and could conceivably be re-
placed with uniforms of  a  non-con-
troversial design.

THE BLACKS, on the other hand,
have said that the school colors of
blue and gray were not "al l  that im-
poftant to them."

The significance of these meetings
goes far deeper, however, than just
the boundaries of  South Dade High
School. This is not likely to be the
last dispute between the races i n
South Dade and now is as good a
time as any to get on with this bus-
iness of bi-racial meetings.

If blacks and whiter, can get along
amicably in buses, restaurants and
on the battlefields i t  does not seem
too much to expect that they can get
along just as well at the conference
table.
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Minor Issue Causes
Major Controversy

Editor, The News Leader:
The history o f  the United

States fills many volumes. I n
them the  trials, tribulations,
victories and defeats are to be
found, Outstanding in t  h e
many pages are the works o f
great men, who in times of na-
tional danger did our country
great services by uniting all to
the dangers of tyranny f r o m
foreign sources.

One o f  these men put out
a p a p e r  cal led "Common
Sense." H a d  i t  accomplished
nothing at all at least i t  got a
lot of people thinking and usu-
ally after the thinking process
solidifies good will come out of
it. * *  *

I WAS glad to see common
sense expressed on a lot of the
87, or so letters published b  y
this paper and  disappointed
that my first letter was n  o t
published. Truth is pretty rare
now days, especially since truth
at times hurts and the editor
felt best not to publish than to
hurt those who simply don't
know they don't know.

Anyone causing a community
the travail not yet over, a t  a
time when integration was ta-
king place peacefully, o v e r
such a minor issue dead over
100 years and insignificant t o

the matter it was applied i  s
using no common sense at all.

If he is using common sense,
then it's not for the benefit o f
his race nor his country but to
become a big wig should com-
munism take a  fast hold, for
surely he is blind and leading
the blind into a  ditch which
none may be able to get out of.* *  *

IF NO outside Communist in-
thence is motivating him with
financial aid then he is working
for them at no pay to see how
well he can set Dade County on
fire at no cost to them. B  y
now I  assume he has made so
much noise tha t  those who
would like to see our country
destroyed are keeping an e y e
out for him to see i f  they can
eventually use h im  t o  polish
their shoes and empty out their
ashtrays. E v e n  Communists
need such who can think a lit-
tle and use common sense.

Being as much a chicken as
most other letter writers, with-
hold my name for now u n t i l
such time as I  can get several
shot guns and a few hundred
rounds of ammunition, for with
the police looking the o t h e r
way when trouble comes I
want to be able to defend my
home to the best of my ability.

NAME WITHHELD



Stake

Bus Driver Threatened
South Dade High School's

women bus drivers lodged an
official complaint at the school
thin morning in the wake of the
reported threatening of one of
them.

Ne details of the alleged threat
incident were available at press-
time —  drivers, the head o f
the school system's transporta-
tion department and representa-

tives of Concerned Parents Or-
ganization were closeted with
Acting Principal Howard Crab-
tree.

Of the women who drive
school buses serving South Dade
High, one is  a  Negro. There
was no indication whether the
threat had been against her
or one of the white drivers.

ti °
Freedom Is At

Editor, The News Leader:

I've read your editorials i  n
The News Leader and you seem
to b e  against a n y t h i n g
Southern. I f  it hadn't been the
Rebel flag and the song Dixie
it would have been something
else the Communists w o u l d
have chosen.

I'M sending you a  pamphlet
and i f  your newspaper is a tru-
ly American paper you'll print
it to let the people know what
the Americans are in for in the
plans the Reds have to destroy
us all.

*  •  •

THE BLACKS a n d  whi tes
should stick together for o  u r
freedom is at stake. T h i s  i s
what is helping to put George
Wallace in the White House; he
wants t o  protect Americans,
blacks and whites alike.

Don't the colored people rea-
lize today anything I  can do so
can they? T h e  colored people
have every advantage that I
have i f  they don't abuse them.

This so -  called black power
Is another way of saying Com-
munist power. I t  should b  e
American power.

....YOGI L. ROACH
(Editor's Note: The  pam-

phlet referred to has b e e n
distributed b y  George A .
Branagan, state attorney, and
is entitled "Communist Rules
for Revolution." I t  was cap-
tured In 1919.)



He's Wrong, He's A Bigot,
He Degrades Community

Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing to you as editor
of a newspaper which contin-
ually allows an editorial page
editor to insult the people o  f
the community. I  cannot see
how you or your newspaper can
continue to print such a one -
ed view o f  the situation.were
continue to print such a one -
sided view of the situation.

If it weren't for the letters to
the editor the other side would
never have a spokesman. Well,
fair play its now called for.

I am no longer going to waste
my money on a  paper whose
editorial editor degrades t  h e
people a s  " r u r a l  rednecks."
What a bigot Mr. Gossman is!
What in the world is a m a n
like him doing in such a back-
ward farming community such
as Homestead?

* *  *
NEVER HAVE I  seen such

contempt for a community as
displayed by him. I  should
point out he only seems to find
fault with the white communi-
ty. I  guess he just completely
closes his eyes to the actions
of his 'black brothers."

If we, the white community,
are considered "rednecks" then
what, pray tell, are you going
to call the militant blacks i  n
this community? W h a t  does
Mr. Gossman think o f  their
actions? W e  hear no condem-
nation of their actions.

* *  *
WHY? BECAUSE YOU, Mr.

Gossman, and your newspaper
runs scared when i t  comes to
finding fault with the Negro
community. What about saying

something about the filthy, ob-
scene things said by black stu-
dents to white students at South
Dade?

* *  *
WHY DON'T we read of the

razor fights in which white stu-
dents were badly cut? Why
didn't we hear of a black stu-
dent who beat up a teacher at
South Dade and then the teach-
er was talked out of pressing
charges?

Why not have an editorial on
the threats of rioting, burning,
looting and boycotts? Oh yes,
we really can be proud of the
actions of the black community.
We got called "rural rednecks"
and they are the oppressed peo-
ple? Hogwash!

Do you really think i t 's  a
question o f  the Rebel name?
Their actions for a name change
came along with demands for
certain other things i f  you re-
member. To name a few: Ne-
gro cheerleaders who, by the
way, shouldn't have to try out
like other gir ls—just appoint
some because their skin i s
black.

More Negro teachers and
more Negro football players
(who also shouldn't have to try
out for the team.) Wel l ,  I  for
one •am tired of "black black-
mail."

* *  *
EQUAL RIGHTS should b e

afforded t o  a l l .  To d a y  we
have u l t ra  liberals including
some journalists who push the
rights of the white people aside
and give in t o  every demand
made by the blacks. W e l l ,  I
think Americans a re  getting
pretty sick of it!

If by writing this letter you
want to label me a racist, fine!
if being a loyal American, be-
ing a  proud Southerner, being
a person who believes in equal
rights for all is being a racist,
then I ' l l  gladly be one for I 'd
rather be that than one w h
threatens violence, burns t  h t
United States, refuses to able.
by law and has more hate a.A
prejudice towards whites than
I could  e v e r  have  against
blacks.

The black people are always
hollering for  someone to  'tell
it like it is." We l l ,  what they
mean is "tel l  i t  like we want
it." A n d  I 'm sorry to say i t
seems more and more t h e y
are getting their way. A f t e r
all I  guess it's hard to print a
newspaper i f  you suddenly find
your building has gone up i
smoke. * *  *

I AM ENCLOSING two arti-
cles printed this week dealing
with the same subject as your
'brilliant' editor. I n  al l  fair-
ness to the people of S o u t h
Dade I  think you should r e -
print both of them. It's always
been my opinion a  journalist
should t r y  t o  remain open
minded on a subject. Well ,  ne-
ver has a  newspaper printed
any two more biased articles
than those by Mr. Gossman.

I realize you probably won't
print my letter as it's a  little
strong, but if it does cause you
to do some deep thinking o  n
your duty as an editor then i t
will have served its purpose. I
don't think a paper should de-
grade the people who support
it. However  I  won't be sup-
porting it any longer unless you
give forth some equal time t o
printing a true picture of t  h e
situation,

Believe me, I 'm not alone in
my feeling on M r.  Gossman.
Everyone h a s  t o l d  me I 'm
wasting my time by even wri-
ting this but it's the only thing
I knew to do. Sure ly  y  o u
could arrange to give e q u a l
space to the majority o f  your
readers.

Because people say we a r e
too close to the issue I'm- e n-
closing these articles written by
highly regarded journalists..
They say the same thing we've
been saying over and again:* *  *

THIS IS 1968, not 1865. W i
live in the present, not t  h e
past. A n d  i f  slavery i s  the
only issue to the Negroes I
might point out i t  was t  h e
black chiefs who were selling
their fellow tribesmen t o  the
white sea captains. S o  1 e t's
not put all the blame on  u  s
Southerners.

And if anyone really wants to
expose his ignorance then 1 e t
them say the swastika and Con-
federacy symbols have t  h e
same meaning. That 's just too
stupid for words. (I'm sure Mr.
Gossman wil l  be starting 0  n
his next editorial about now.)

By the way I wish you would
ask Mr. Gossman if he's found
a song to replace Dixie. P e r -
haps the bands of the Univer-
sity of Miami and South Dade
would be glad t o  play h  i s
choice. I ' m  sure that choice
would b e  " W e  Shal l  Over-
come."

.JEANNE UNDERWOOD
(Editor's Note: F i r s t  we

shall overcome a slight inac-
curacy, that being that M r.
Gossman d i d  not use any
such t e r m  a s  " r  u r a l
rednecks.")



Compromise in  Oiling?

Parents to Meet
On 'Rebel' Rift

Negroes
Make New
Proposal

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Concerned Parents Organi-
z a t i o n President To m m y
Dolar said Thursday a gener-
al meeting w i l l  b e  cal led
sometime next week t o  dis-
cuss a  compromise o f f e r
from b lack  parents i n  t h e
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
rebel controversy.

Black members o f  a  b i -
racial commi t tee  m e e t i n g
with the school board earlier
this week offered a  choice
to the whites of giving up the
rebel name o r  giving up the
song Dixie.

Dolar said the white par-
ents w i l l  asked t o  decide
whether this compromise wil l
be made.

THE MEETING O F  T H E
CPO directors a t  the Home-
stead Armory was primarily
an organizational meeting,
Dolar said. Several commit-
tees were formed to work at
various interracial problem
areas a t  t h e  l o c a l  h i g h
school.

A transportation commit-
tee wi l l  look into recent re-
ports o f  threats o f  intimida-
tion made t o  women Negro
bus drivers b y  b lack m i l i -
tants, he said.

Dolar also said there w i l l
be other committees, but one
of the i r  pr ime interests a t
this t ime i s  t o  br ing black
parents i n to  the  CPO. The
biracial committee which i s
now meet ing  w i t h  schoo l
officials should b e  retained
as a  p a r t  o f  a  concerned
parents group, he added.

A meeting o f  Negroes a t
the Mt. Zion AME Church set
for Monday n ight  was  n o t
discussed b y  t h e  COP,  h e
said. Odell Johns, a  spokes-
man fo r  the Negro commit-
tee, said the  mass meeting
will be  held and a  protest
march is also being planned.

Dolar said the COP is not
connected w i th  that  organi-
zation a n d  therefore p r e -
ferred not to comment.

Official Use
Of Symbols
Said Illegal

The Miami  Chapter o f  t  h e
American Civil Liberties Union
of Florida said today i t  h  a s
adopted a  policy o f  opposition
to the "off icial" use of Confed-
erate symbols in  public schools.

"We deem the official use of
Confederate symbols i n  a n y
governmental institution inc lu -
ding public schools a s  uncon-
stitutional," the ACLU s t a t e -
ment said.

"The Confederate f lag a  n d
uniform, the song, "Dix ie,"  the
name "Rebels" and similar Ci-
vil War symbols are badges of
slavery and second •  class eh-

' izenship t o  many Americans,"
the ACLU spokesman declared.
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Blacks Living In Past
As Much As The Whites

Editor, The News Leader:
This is an answer to Mr. Ru-

dolph V. Adams letter publish-
ed Oct. 2.

Mr Rudolph, your letter was
well written and showed y  ou
have intelligence, therefore, i t
was a great disappointment to
read the last three paragraphs.
Your intelligence does not ex-
cuse your fallacious explana-
tion of why the Negro is offen-
ded by the Confederate flag.* *  *

FIRST YOU say you admire
people like Robert E. Lee and
the flag he fought under. Then
you speak of a  group that i s
bigoted, iconoclastic, and can-
not rightfully be linked to the
Confederate Army by their ac-
tions. A n d  because these in-
grates carried a  Confederate
flag you say i t  offends the Ne-
gro. Y o u r  comparison of the
KKK and the Confederate Ar-
my are not germane.

The Confederate flag and the
song are an intrinsic part o  f
the proud southern heritage to
which Negroes of the South be-
long.

In your caustic way of think-
ing, we should a l l  abhor the
British and their flag because
we fought against them and
lost many ancestors.

Did it occur to you at a n y
time that the students at South
Dade may be honoring t  h e
Confederate flag that Lee, Stu-
art and Jackson fought under?

You have a  mendacious im-
pression of white people, a  n d
your opinions have ossified in-
to prejudice&* *  *

THE BLACKS keep saying.
we are living in the past w i t h
our traditions and keeping prej-
udice alive. W h a t  do y  o u
think they are doing? W  i l l
they stop living in the past and
forget their forefathers w e r e
slaves? Y o u  bet they won't!

They by their actions are help-
ing to keep prejudice alive.
And you, Mr. Adams, by choice
would rather think of the Con-
federate flag being carried on
heinous missions instead of un-
der the proud true heritage
whereby i t  was founded.

I am not a Rebel, but what
you would call a  Yankee. I
attended an integrated h i g h
school where equal opportunity
was afforded all. N o w  M r .
Adams, explain to me why the
majority of Negroes that were
in our school system did n  o t
choose to finish or further their
education when they had t  h e
same opportunity as I?

There were funds available
to all without regard to race,
creed or color. Y o u  can use
the excuse that the South sup-
pressed the Negroes' f r e e
rights and blame the so called
Rebels for the plight of the Ne-
gro but, what happened to the
Negroes in the North?

The black man plays up the
fact that he was brought here
as a slave. M r .  Adams, i  n
your study o f  Negro history
did i t  ever state the fact that
the black chiefs sold the black
man into slavery for material
gain? I f  not I 'm afraid your
history books have been rigged.

...MRS. DORIS SCHOENLY

Phasing Symbols
Out 'Ridiculous'
Editor, The News Leader:

Your recommendation t h a t
the Rebel symbols be  phased
.but is most ridiculous. Why you
feel that a  handful o f  blacks
should be allowed t o  dictate
policy to the majority is beyond
belief.

Perhaps you wil l  also advo-
cate closing the Dixie Highway.
And be sure to tell your friends
to stay away from picnics; they
might be drinking out of Dixie
cups.

We a l so  have Dixie bread,
Dixie batteries, etc. Shall these
be banned also?

A Yankee by birth, b u t  a
Rebel by choice.

..BUD WERSHING

School Bus
Driver Tells
Of Threat

A Negro woman school bus
driver complained yesterday to
South Dade High School o f f i -
cials that black students on her
bus have threatened to smash
windows and blow i t  up unless
the school does away with i  t s
Confederate name and symbols,

Johnnie Mae Fuller, who has
a route from Florida City and
Homestead to the high school,
told school authorities that she
has completely lost control o f
students who ride her bus.

Led by a boy student who Is
an official o f  SOUL (Student
Organization for Unity and Li-
berty), t h e  students stomp,
clap, sing, yell, and cause such
din and confusion that she is
distracted to the point of dan-
ger, she said.

She named two others who
also appear to be ringleaders.

Another Negro school bus dri-
ver w h o  h a d  Mrs. Fuller's
route last year corroborated the
complaints. S h e  agreed that
last year similar riotous c  o n-
duct appeared to be spawned
by one student —  the boy

'named by Mrs. Fuller.
White drivers backed up the

Negro driver's contention t  h at
operating a  b u s  under such
conditions is too hazardous, and
demanded that the school act to
halt it.

Five representatives o f  Con-
cerned Parents Organization al-
so urged immediate action b y
school authorities.

"We can no longer tolerate
this type of situation," a  CPO
spokesman said. "When t  h e
safety of students is endanger-
ed, something must be  done
about it without delay."



Hass Rally Set Tonight

Blacks To 'Escalate'
anti-Symbol Campaign

The controversy over use of
Confederate symbols a t  South
Dade High School takes on a
new dimension tonight with a
scheduled mass meeting of the
black community a t  the Mt .
Zion AME Church i n  Home-
stead.

The 7 p.m. meeting is plan-
ned to "escalate the campaign
to get rid of racist symbols" at
the school, according to Odell
Johns, spokesman for the black
group and newly appointed co-
ordinator for  the South Dade
NAACP.

Johns said the blacks hope
"to get total community com-
mitment and participation" but
added that ' lo action wi l l  be
taken at  tonight's meeting.

"All strategy will be planned
in private caucus sessions," he
said.

Addressing the group will be

Bernie Dyer, executive secre-
tary of the Liberty City Com-
munity Council, and Rev. C. K.
Steele, pastor of the Bethel Bap-
list Church iu Tallahassee and
first vice president of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference.

The meeting comes on the
heels of an apparent stalemate
in negotiations between black
i.rid white parents over use of
the symbols a t  South Dade.
Members of the all-white Con-
cerned Parents Organization
probably will vote sometime this
week on a compromise offer by
black members of the bi-racial
committee on whether to sur-
render zither the name Rebels
cr the song Dixie.

Meanwhile black parents say
they will ask the school board
to bus their children elsewhere
until the ruckus over the sym-

bols is resolved.
Friday the Miami Chapter of

the American Civi l  Liberties
Union of Florida adopted a po-
licy of  opposition to  the "of-
ficial" use of Confederate sym-
bols in the public schools.

A spokesman for the group
said i t  considered the use of
the symbols in governmental in-
stitutions, i n  c l u d ing  public
schools, a  s unconstitutional,
dalming the Civil War symbols
arc badges of second class citi-
zenship to many Americans.

Last month University of Mi-
ami President Henry King Stan-
frrd banned the playing of Dixie
at school athletic contests.

Several o  t her  secondary
schools in the nation have re-
cently abandoned the use of the
Confederate symbols i n  con-
nectio❑ with school activities.



Whose Feelings Go
In The Name Of Peace

Editor, The News Leader:

I appreciated the gentleness
with which Mr. Adams so firm-
ly disagreed with my letter of
Sept. 25. W e  have such a need
of gentleness these days. L e t
us hope that we can transform
the word to action.

It seems that as "beauty is
in the eye of the beholder" so
is perspective in the "eye o f
the beholder." I n  regard t  o
Mr. Adams' letter, there are a
few things I 'd  like to p o i n t
out. T h e  Jews hating t  h e
swastika is hardly parallel t  o
the Negro hating the Confeder-
ate flag because the South did
not try to destroy an e n t i r e
race.

Rather the reverse is true —
in their eagerness to propagate
their original financial invest-
ment in slaves the South often
destroyed the Negro as a fam-
ily unit. I t  seems a  terrible
crime to us today but it was le-
gal to those at that time. S o
it is not just the Jew who feels
revulsion toward the swastika
but it is every sane human be-

ing. * *  *
THE STATEMENT that the

South turned in bitterness o  n
the Negro after the war w a s
true only partly. The South
did turn in bitterness' on t  h e
carpetbagger — and all w  h o
helped him whether they were
Negro or white.

Mr. Adams, I  would not try
to Whitewash my race o f  i t s
sins any more than you would
yours. I  cannot change t  h e
color of my skin or my back-
ground any more than you can.
If al l  of us start with t  h e
awareness of these facts, pe r -
haps we can ease the pain o f
this friction where i t  hurts the
most — in our hearts and i  n
our pocketbooks.

It is pssible I  did not make
the point of my letter c l e a r
enough; that I  am entitled t o
consideration for  my personal
opinion and feelings the same
as you, a  Negro, are. Y  o u
see, I  do not believe that i t  is
fair to have your prejudices in-
flicted on me any more than
you want the symbols I  respect
inflicted on your emotional feel-
ings. S o  whose feelings are to

Southerners Provided
Leadership For Nation

Editor, The News Leader:

It is pleasant in this time of
contrived dissension about the
South to note the fine contribu-
tion of Southerners to the form-
ation of this nation.

* *  *
ALMOST ALL of the great

Presidents were natives of the
South: Washington, Jefferson,
Jackson, Lincoln and Wilson.
The two greatest minds — Jef-
ferson and Wilson — were edu-
cated in the South.

Southerners were the leading
generals in all except the Span-
ish -  American War — Wash-
ington led the American Revo-
lution: Jackson, the War o  f
1812; Scott and Taylor, t  h e
War against Mexico Lee,  the
War between the States; Per-
shing, World War I ;  MacAr-
thur and Eisenhower, W o r l d
War II ;  Ridgeway and Walker,
the "police action" i n  Korea
and Westmoreland, Viet Nam.

Southerners also led the terri-
torial expansion of the United
States. Washington freed the
13 colonies, Jefferson acquired
Louisiana, G e o r g e  R o g e r s
Clarke added the early North-

be sacrificed in the name o f
peace? M i n e  or yours? Emo-
tional feelings are not civi l
rights and, i f  they are, t h e n
are not my civil rights as im-
portant as yours?

* *  *
I AM NOT an extremist and

your thoughtful letter certainly
indicated that you are not one
either. T h e  chasm of misun-
derstanding between our races
because of  the poor judgment
used by our ancestors in both
America and Africa is deeply
regretted by all o f  us. W  e
have ALL been victims o  f
their tragic mistakes and, a s
human beings, are obliged t  o
try to correct those mistakes.

I'm afraid that  the Negro
has gotten a distorted view, of
freedom. I  am not complete-
ly free either! I  am bound by
responsibility on every s  i d e,
financially and ethically. I
personally feel the responsibili-
ty to try to get along with my
fellow citizen and this is t  h e
reason for my writing — to try
to explain how some Southern-
ers feel, hoping it can help oth-
ers to understand us b e t t e r
also.

west, Lewis and Clarke 1 a i 1
claim to Oregon, Sam Houston
and Mirabeau B. Lamar 1  e d
Texas, and Polk, Scott a  n d
Taylor secured the Mexican
session. O n l y  Alaska and Ha-
waii were acquired b y  non -
Southerners.* *  *

DESPITE the hysterical crit-
ics there must be  something
very fine about the South which
bred the men who virtually
founded this great nation.

SUSAN DOYLE

So in the interest o f  better
race relations I  offer you these
pledges: I  will not burn down
your part of South Dade school
if you will not burn down my
part of it. I  will not demon-
strate or agitate in your neigh-
borhood if  you will not demon-
strate or agitate in my neigh-
borhood.

* *  *
I WILL NOT boycott y o u r

stores i f  you will not boycott
my stores. I  won't call in out-
siders to harrass your commu-
nity i f  you won't call in outsi-
ders to harrass my community.
I will not insult and antagonize
your race until some of its less
controlled members are goaded
into violence i f  you will not in-
sult and antagonize m y  race
until some of its less controlled
members are goaded into vio-
lence.

I  will not endanger any o  f
your loved ones who live near
a school to gain my ends if you
will no t  endanger m y  loved
ones who live near South Dade
school to gain your own ends.
Of course i t  is with tongue in
cheek that I  make the a b o v e
offers as neither of us, I  am
sure, would resort to such clan.
gerous tactics.

As far as race relations are
concerned, having lived outside
our country in societies where
the population ratio was 90 per
cent Negro to 10 per cent white
I do not consider myself either
naive or dangerous as you sug-
gested. However, as an added
gesture of good w i l l  I  shall
make a genuine effort to r  i d
myself of my naivete you think
so dangerous i f  you will make
a genuine effort to rid us all of
the belligerent and uncompro-
mising leadership of the Negro
committee that I  consider s o
dangerous.

* *
THANK YOU for the privil-

ege of communicating with my
fellow citizen's. I  have tried
not to abuse this privilege but
have written in sincerity a  n d
good faith T h e  gravest trage-
dy of all is not the school, the
students, the symbols, the vo-
ting, or even the education o f
our children. I t  is the legacy
of hatred that destroys w Ii a t
others try to build.

...MRS. DOROTHY CAVES
.`K\\ \ \ \ % 1 0 .  W A S 1 1 2 1 1 1
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Negro Students Seek
MassSchool Shifts

Petitions Are Signed
At South Dade High

By THIRLEE SMITH
And BILL BLOSS

Herald Staff Writers

About. 1 3 0  students a n d
their parents  o f  t h e  1 4 0
blacks enro l led  a t  S o u t h
Dade H i g h  S c h o o l  h a v e
s i g n e d  pet i t ions seeking
t r a n s f e r  t o  M a y s  H i g h
S c h o o I, a  predominantly
Negro school in Goulds.

This w a s  t h e  announce-
ment made Monday night to
200 persons attending a pro-
test r a l l y  a t  Greater N e w
Mount Zion Church in Home-
stead.

ODELL JOHNS, spokes-
men for the parents, told the
group b l a c k  students a r e
"psychologically barred from
learning a n d  f r o m  s o c i a l

participation i n  South Dade
school activity."

Among other Dade Negro
leaders speaking were L .  D.
Kennedy, a  member o f  the
Model C i t i e s  governing
board, Bernard Dyer, director
of the Liberty Ci ty  Commu-
nity Council  a n d  t h e  Rev.
C. K .  Steel, o f  Tallahassee,
vice president o f  the South-
e r n Chr i s t ian  Leadership
Conference.

About 5 0  w h i t e  persons
showed u p  a t  the  meeting,
despite an earlier session a t
a n o t h e r  Homestead s i t e
where members o f  the Con-
cerned Parents Organization
were asked t o  boycott  t h e
Negro gathering.

A collection was taken to
pay f o r  chartered buses t o
transport b lack  parents t o
the Wednesday meeting o f
the School Board in Miami.

DYER T O L D  t h e  group,
"We want  a  black chain o f
sturdy s t reng th  s t re tch ing
through t h e  ent i re  county.
We want something that wil l
hurt t h e  w h i t e  economic
structure."

Steel, a bearded, bespecta-
cled minister who ranks right
behind Rev. Ralph Abernathy
in the SCL leadership, em-
phasized, " I t  is better to  be
militant a t  th is  moment i n
history than to do nothing."

Johns welcomed the white
guests and told them:

"Now you  won ' t  have t o
question your nervous maids
tomorrow."

THE SOUTH DADE High
hassle began several weeks
ago w h e n  Negro  students
protested the  nickname Re-
bels for  the school's athletic
teams, wearing o f  Confeder-
ate uniforms by the band and
"Dixie" as the school song.

Although t h e  meeting i n
the Negro community w a s
advertised a s  "open t o  the
public," leaders o f  the CPO
expressed bel ief i t  was  i n -
tended for  the black parents
only.

CPO Pres ident  To m m y
Dolar said the Dade Board of
Public Instruction t o l d  t h e
biracial committee, working
with the board to  settle the
problem, " t o  t a k e  i d e a s
back" t o  t h e i r  respective
groups. The black committee
members "are  sounding ou t
their people. We  wi l l  do the
same Thursday," he stated.

The Thursday CPO meet-
ing wi l l  he a t  8  p.m. i n  the
Homestead armory. A t  tha t
time, the committee members
will report on the last meet-
ing of the biracial committee
with the BPI.
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Blacks Vow To
'Sock I t  To 'em'

By PAUL BROOKSHIRE
"We're gonna sock i t  t o

'em!"
(Amen! A m e n ! )
"Homestead ain't gonna b  e

the same any more!"
(That's right! That's' right!)
"We shall overcome because

of our young people!"
(Amen! Amen ! )
"Uncle Tom is dead!
{Thats right! Thats right!)
"We're not  going t o  burn

your store down, we're going
to close it down!'

(Amen Amen!
*

Statements such as these,lib-
erally spliced into the fiery ora-

tory of the speakers, stirred a
mass meeting of the black com-
munity to an emotional peak in
southwes. Homestead Monday
night.

A packed crowd in the New
ML Zion AME Church yelled
for more:

"Tell em about i t !  M o r e !
More!"

Purpose of the meeting was
to solidify the black communi-
ty from Perrine to Homestead
in the fight of  black students
and parents to eliminate Con-
federacy -  linked school sym-
bols at South Dade High.

Speakers included O d e l l
.lohns, head of the Political Ac-
tion League; Bernie Dyer, ex-
ecutive secretary of the Liberty
City Community Council; Rev.
C K .  Steele, first vice presi-
dent of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference f  rom

Tallahassee; L .  D .  Kennedy,
executive director of the Black
Brothers for Progress; a  n d
Otis Wallacc, b lack  student
leader from South Dade.

Johns said about 120 of t  h e
130 black students a t  S o u t h
Dade have signed a petition re-
questing a transfer to M a y s
High School ( a n  a l l  -  black
school).

"They would rather walk out
in dignity than continue to  be
humiliated by the racism a t
South Dade," Johns said.

A collection was taken up at
the meeting to pay for charter-
ed buses to take Negroes t  o
the Dade County School Board
meeting ia Miami Wednesday.

Although t h e  exact  p u r -
pose of the trtp to the school
board was not explained, a p -
parently the petition of _13.1 a c k
students wil l  be presented t  o
the board unless i t  takes im-
mediate action to ban what the
blacks call "racial symbols" at
the school.

"We're tired o f  waiting on
the school board," Johns said.
"And i f  you parents wait a n y
longer, your children are going
to lead you!"

Johns said the Negro student
at South Dade is "psychologi-
cally and socially barred" from
getting a proper education a t
the school because of the sym-
bols.

Dyer, saying Liberty C i t y
was behind the students, s a i d
it is strange the school board

can ban love beads, long hair
and violence in  textbooks but
cannot ban symbols such a s
the ones at South Dade.

"It is a violent act to force a
child to ge to a school w i t  h
symbols such as these," Dyer
said.

Rev. Steele said he was gra-
tified to find the black people
united in the school controver-
sey against what he called "the
evils that would warp and de-
stroy the respect of our p e 07
ple."

Steele said he  was certain
the leadership of the SCLC "is
behind you in this struggle."

"In your school fight there is
nothing more sinful and e  v
than to destroy the dignity and
self respect of our young peo-
ple with this racism," Steele
said.

Rev. Steele said he was bas-
ically opposed to violence, but,
he added:

"It is better to fight w i t  h
violence t h a n  d o  absolutely
nothing.'

Johns, also area coordinator
for the National Association for
the Advancement o f  Colored
People, hinted at a possible ec-
onomic boycott in Homestead..
and a federal court suit If the
school board fails to take ac-
tion at South Dade.

He also said SOUL (Students
Organization for Unity a  n d
Liberty) groups are being form-
ed o n  a l l  D a d e  h i g h
school campuses.



E DURING weekend caused exten-
sive damage to R. R. Moton Elementary
School in West Perrine area. The ad-

Offices,Books Burned

ministrative offices and book room (shown t h o r i t i e s  believe it is a case of arson.
above) were destroyed in the blaze. Au-

Fire Causes '30,000
Loss At Dade. School

A weekend fire at R. R. Mo-
ton Elementary School, Home-
stead Avenue, West P e r r ine,
was the second South Dade
school fire to cause damage in

the five - figure bracket within
the past three months.

Metro f i re department offi-
cials h a v e  definitely classed
the Moton fire as arson. Ben-

ny McCardel of the school se-
curity department estimated
damage to the building a  n d
contents as exceeding $30,000.

The fire department was call-
ed to the school shortly after
1:30 am. Saturday when West
Perrine residents n  o t i c ed
smoke pouring out o f  the roof
of the building. T h e  depart-

ment in turn notified the pub-
lic safety department.

Fire Lt .  Frank Ogden told
the News Leader -that the book
store room, the principal's and
assistant principal's offices re-
ceived the most damage, with
indications that the blaze start-
ed in the book room.

Listed as either burned o  r
stolen were a  $2,500 inter-com-
console, 14 typewriters, seven
sewing machines and hundreds
of books.

—Photo by Ed (berth

Ogden said the firemen had
been ordered net to enter t  h e
three rooms until beam s u p-
ports were put  up  from the
floor to the roof, as the roof
was damaged so  extensively
that i t  could collapse at a  n y
time. M i n o r  smoke damage
was reported in several other
rooms.

Investigating Metro detectiv-
es listed the arson as a burgla-
ry also, in that a door to one
of the east rooms had b e e n
pried open and another room
ransacked. Off icials will d  e-
termine as soon as the rooms
can be safely entered i f  the
console, typewriters and sew-
ing machines were stolen o r
burned.

Pupils returned t o  school
Monday but administrative of-
fices moved to another section
of the, building.

The fire is not unlike t  h e
Mays High School blaze, which
occurred the latter part of Au-
gust when approximately $30,-
000 i n  books and equipment
went up in flames.
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Neighborhood. Schools
Should Be Centralized

Editor, The News Leader:

In most of our larger cities
neighborhood schools, grades
seven through 12, should be
centralized. These s c h o o l s
should be modeled after o  u r
colleges, beautifully landscaped
and buildings constructed to of-
fer the best possible learning
environment. T h i s  definitely
will have many advantages ov-
er our present system.

First, i t  would pool all of our
teachers in a centrally located
institution. T h i s  would be like
banking our brains and thus
(by exposure t o  each other)
gain intellectual interest.

Second, the school could offer
all the diversified subjects one
expects to find in  several dif-
ferent neighborhood schools. A
student who is not doing well
in one ,subject may, after prop-
er counseling, find a course he
is suited for and thus become
a productive citizen.* *  *

THE SAME is true of a stu-
dent who is  performing ahead
of expectations and therefore
may find some scientifically or-
iented courses best suited f  o r
him. I n  either case the stu-
dent does not have to transfer
schools, only classrooms.

Third, i t  automatically inte-
grates our school system, a n d
thus the elaborate system o  f
busing students into previously

Number Students,
Just Like Army
Editor, The News Leader:

This may be the shortest let-
ter you receive on  the high
school trouble at South Dade.

I suggest that they drop the
Rebel and Dixie music and that
the school board number t  h e
school and give all  the pupils
a number such as they do i  n
the Army. T h i s  will stop a l l
arguments.

HUBERT H. WHITE

segregated schools wil l  not be
necessary.

Fourth, except for the initial
outlay, i t  will be more econo-
mical for the taxpaiyers to sup-
port such a system.

This leaves us with a f e w
perplexing questions that need
answers. Wha t  do we do with
the v a c a t e d  neighborhood
school property, a n d  w h a t
are the functional limits of the
centralized school system?

Without question this w  i• l l
take the best minds our society
can muster, but there are plau-
sible answers. T h e  neighbor-
hood school could be converted
into a home for the aged, re-
tarded, or a nursery for work-
ing parents so that they m a y
leave their children in a close
and safe environment. Perhaps
a combination of these tasks.* *  *

CENTRAL PARK might be a
good location for the campus,
or the abandoned Veterans Hos-
pital. The re  are many possi-
bilities, we just have to ferret
them out.

America is growing and our
antiquated school system must
be converted to grow with us.
The school system is the means
of equal education opportuni-
ties for all Americans.

LOUIS W. DIDOMENICO
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Schools, Students
All Have Numbers
Editor, The News Leader:

I am writing this letter i  n
response to the Oct. 15 letter to
the editor. T h e  schools d  o
have numbers. T h e  number of
South Dade High is 7701, T h e
students have numbers. M i n e
is 7977. E v e n  the teachers
have numbers. O n e  of m  y
teachers is 281.

EARL H. SMITH I I I



I n  South Dade  Muss Shi f t  Issue

Negroes Take Hard School Line
By LARRY MAHONEY

Herald Staf f  Wr i te r

South Dade blacks, vowing a  confrontation
with the Dade School Board, met again Tuesday
night to discuss a mass shift of Negro students
back to an all-black high school.

Odell Johns, spokesman for 130 students and
their parents, said he planned to recommend a
delay in previous plans for the South Dade Hi h
School blacks to  go to  Mays High School this
morning and demand entrance.

"THIS IS only because the students are tak-
ing 12th grade placement tests Wednesday,"
Johns said. "With in a  very few days, the stu-
dents wi l l  t r y  to  get into Mays. I f  they're re-
fused, we'll have a general walkout."

Johns, a  37-year-old manager o f  an insur-
ance agency, said formal procedures for a trans-
fer from the racially troubled South Dade High
have no t  been and probably w i l l  no t  be pre-
sented to the School Board.

"We have just reached the point of absolute

disgust w i t h  administrative procedures," h e
said. "We just haven't bothered to ask because
the answer just can't be found in a lot of admin-
istrative red paper.

"We intend to take the most direct way."
A SPOKESMAN for the school board said no

formal request f o r  transfer had  been made
Tuesday. 1  he board meets today a t  1 p.m. a t
L'ndscy Hopkins Auditorium.

"There is  a  certain procedure on transfers
and on presenting matters t o  the board," the
spokesman said. " M r.  Johns has n o t  met  i t .
However, i f  such a group did want to appear i t
could attend the meeting and gets i ts business
before the board by alternate procedure."

Mays High, within 10 miles o f  South Dade
High, is totally black. "The school board has not
seen f i t  t o  integrate i t , "  Johns charged, "and
that's one o f  the problems in  South Dade. In-
stead, they have sought to phase out the black
schools. I t  would have been more equitable to

bring some white students into our schools.
"The present policy is punishment to black

and white alike."
THE REV. C. K. Steele, a ranking member of

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), attended a  Monday night meeting a t
which petitions were signed b y  130 students
and their parents requesting the transfer. The
Tallahassee minister is a veteran activist of the
civil r ights movement i n  Nor th  Florida, and
Johns said he  i s  closely following the South
Dade dispute.

South Dade's racial conflict surfaced several
weeks ago when black students protested the
Confederate banners, nicknames, uniforms and
songs at the high school's athletic events.

"There's very l i t t le  education going on a t
South Dade now  f o r  black o r  white," Johns
said. "We 've  had  n o  meaningful offers and
they've used a lot o f  valuable negotiating time
unwisely."



Schools Boycott
Being Considered
By LOUISE BLANCHARD

Miami  News  Repor te r

Black p e o p l e  i n  D a d e
County must take some dras-
tic action to  force the white
community t o  see the need
for change, activist Bernard
Dyer said today.

The action wi l l  be either a
major federal lawsui t  o r  a
massive countywide school
boycott, said Dyer,  director
of the Liberty Ci ty  Commu-
nity Council.

"We don't know which yet
— we're st i l l  diagnosing the

BERNARD DYER

situation," D y e r  sa id .  H e
indicated there  m a y  b e  a
decision b y  the end o f  th is
month.

"The School Board seems
to m e  personal ly  t o  b e
biased," Dyer said.

"One w h i t e  woman says
reading material designed t o
aid disadvantaged children is
too violent. The next day, the
$40,000 project i s  snatched
out o f  s ix  schools, most o f
them i n  black communities.
There is  no  attempt t o  f ind
out what black parents think.

"The school system altered
its own  design," Dyer  said,
"on t h e  basis o f  one com-
plaint from one white person.

"Yet more than 200 black
students in South Dade High,
and their  parents, can' t  get
any alteration although they
asked f o r  i t  more  t han  a
month ago," he said.

"The board has not moved
in the best interests o f  the

Continued on Page 5A, Col. 1

Dyer Hints
Boycott oil

Of Schools,
Lawsuit

Continued from Page 1

South Dade community. I t
has refused to take a position
and has allowed a  polariza-
tion I  had hoped would not
be necessary.

"The c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n
these t w o  episodes s a y s
something t o  m e , "  D y e r
said.

About 130 Negro students
at Sou th  Dade  H i g h  t h i s
week signed petitions asking
that they be sent to all-Negro
Mays High. They  asked i n
August that the school stop
using the Confederate flag as
a school symbol, Confederate
band uniforms, " D i x i e "  a s
the school song and "Rebels"
as the school nickname.

White students resisted the
change, and  the  dispute i n
the community h a s  grown
increasingly bitter.

In addition, Dyer said, the
School Board has fai led t o
recognize that at least 85 per
cent o f  b lack teachers are
increasingly dissatisfied w i th
school conditions i n  b l ack
communities.

"The school system does
not yet understand," he said,
"that n o t  on ly  parents are
angry. A  lo t  o f  black teach-
ers are, too. They can't speak
out, but i f  there is a boycot
I'm qu i te  sure they ' l l  j
us."

Al /Am
nFws
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L r H e  Skid the public schools
e b y  n o  means the  on ly

' target of Negro anger.
"The County Commission,

the State Road Board and the
Housing Authority allowed 3,-
000 families t o  b e  shoved
f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d
dumped i n to  a n  area w i t h
inadequate housing," D y e r
said.

"In any community but a
black community, such  a n
occurrence w o u l d  b e  d e -
clared a  national disaster,"
he said.

"The white community is
going to have to see the need
for change, "  D y e r  s a i d .
"They're way back in a cave
and somebody i s  going o
have to bring them out.

"White people don't  con-
sider u s  t rustworthy w i t h
federal money — when there
is a grant for a project in the
black community, the money
is always deposited in a bank
outside the area.

"White people keep saying
we aren't ready," Dyer said.
"Sure, we're going t o  make
mistakes. B u t  b lack people
have got to  get together on
their own, develop their own
agenda and their own timeta-
bles.

"Every time we're about to
do something i n  the  b lack

, , c o m m u n i t y ,  some white
roup sits outside and tel ls

us how."
Whenever there is a strong

expression o f  black people's
assive dissatisfaction, Dyer

aid, " w h i t e  people blame
utside agitators or  Commu-
ist infiltration.

"Can't they see that i t  can
e a  black thing, out  o f  a

black skull, developed out of
the pass ion o f  a  b l a c k
heart?"

White people, h e  s a i d ,
"listen to the ones they think
speak for  the black commu-
nity, b u t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
mountain is not able to speak
for the masses.

"You've got  to get down,
not t o  t h e  grassroots b u t
down in the mud to find out
w h a t  's happening," D y e r
said. " A 1st of organizing is
going on down in the mud."



What Symbols
Editor, The News Leader:

The deplorable controversy
at South Dade High School has
demonstrated the results o  f
the separate b u t  " e q u a l "
schools of the past.

In schools both north a  n d
south I  learned to sing certain
loved American songs —Dixie,
Sewanee River, Yankee Doo-
dle, etc. I  never thought about
it, but i f  I  had, I  would have
assumed the  Negro children
were happily singing the same
songs i n  t h e i r  segregated
schools.

Now we are discovering their
cultural heritage is so different
from ours that ours is deeply
offensive. How much better i t
would be i f  the black students
would seek to add their -songs
and pep yells to those of t  h e
whites instead o f  merely a t -
tacking what they find there.

* *  *
IT IS HARDER to build than

to destroy, but we must learn
to build a culture together now.
A minority group should have
something to offer the society-
Minority groups managed t o
remove Bible reading and al l
evidence o f  religious teaching
from the schools but they left
only a void.

These groups added nothing
to replace the common basis
for ethical behavior tradition-
ally thought and the results are
sadly evident today. I  would
like to ask, seriously, w h a t
symbols, songs and other deep-
felt American phenomena d  o

For Blacks
the blacks revere that should
become part of  the combined
cultures?

....RUTH A. STEWART

SEVERAL WHITES attend-
ed t h e  m a s s  meeting o f
blacks in southwest H o m e-
stead Monday night. C i t y  cf-
ficials, members of the Con-
cerned Parents Organization,
and others were o n  hand.
Some of the whites joined in
singing " W e  Shal l  Over-
come" and put money in the
collection plate that w  a s
passed.



Who And What
Is A Redneck

BY F'AUL BROOKSHIRE
WHAT IS a "Redneck?"
Who is a Redneck?
Where do you find one?
How do you get to be one?
When do you know you are one?• *
SINCE THE business of a  news-

paper is to try and find out the "what,
where, who, when and how," I 've
been doing some research on the sub-
ject in order to inform our readers.

But i t  hasn't been easy.• *
WHO IS a "Redneck?"
George Wallace is one.
He said it. I  didn't. In a speech up

North the other day, Wallace re-
ferred to himself as a "Redneck."

But I  don't believe he would act-
ually qualify as a  "Redneck" right
now.

His net worth, placed a t  $77,000,
would automatically disqualify him.

WHICH BRINGS us to the question
of "what is a Redneck?"

According to Random House's Dic-
tionary o f  American Language a
Redneck i s  an "uneducated, white
farm laborer."

But another dictionary w h i c h
seems more accurate, refers to the
"Redneck" as a "poor, white South-
ern farmer, often angry."

Since Wallace is neither poor (any
longer) nor uneducated (any longer),
he should no longer be entitled to
claim the "Redneck" label. However,
he would qualify under the "often
angry" label. • *  *

THE UNIVERSITY of Miami stu-
dent newspaper, "The Hurricane," in
an editorial we reprinted some days
back, said a good place to find "Red-
necks" is in South Dade.

But my search for "Rednecks" in
South Dade has not been fruitful. But
I did my searching before Wallace's
admission. Things may change now.
Because Wallace is popular in South
Dade and i f  he says he's a  "Red-
reek" a lot of other people probably
won't mind saying so either.* *

HOW DO you get to be a  "Red-
neck?"

That should be fair ly easy, pro-
vided you didn't go beyond the Eighth
Grades or could retract your educa-
tion.

You can sell the Cadillac, color
television, t h e  f o u r  bedroom-plus
two, give the money to the Wallace
campaign, and go t o  work i n  the
fields.

When you feel the sun on your
back, you' l l  know you're a  "Red-
neck" or will be within a few days.

IN MY SEARCH to run down the
term "Redneck" and put it into more
proper perspective, I  asked sever 11
people if they could give me a defini-
tion.

One answer was: " A  person who
lets his emotions overcome reason."

Another said: " A man who would
light a candle with a blow torch."

A third replied: "One who thinks
that everyone is doing him dirt."

Still another said:  " A  person
whose mind is operated by a  back
seat driver." * *  *

HOWEVER, t he re  w e r e  some'
simpler and perhaps, more flattering,
descriptions.

One native said he  thought a
"Redneck" was a person, born poor,
who had worked hard for a living,
and consequently earned respect and
financial reward.

A Georgian voiced a similar view-
point. He said a "Redneck,", in his
neck of the woods, may have been
raised on grits and redeye gravy, but
he had risen from the red soil from
which he came and made a name for
himself as a  hard-working, honest
man. * *  *

WE WERE never called "Red-
necks" in Kentucky mainly because
we were called so many other names
like — hillbillies, briarjumpers and
ridge runners.

Several years ago I  was i n  the
Veterans' Hospital in Dayton, Ohio,
and a man in the next bed turned to
me and asked:

"Are you a Briar?"
"A what?" I  inquired.
"You know," h e  persisted. " A

Briar. Are you from Kentucky?"
"Yes," I  admitted.
"Then you're a Briar," he said.
Ohioans referred to  poor, white

Kentuckians, who had fled across the
river to seek better jobs as "Briars."

The expression made me  often
angry, too.

/ f )



I n  South Dade  H igh  W e b e r  Dispute

Blacks Boycott Schools
Board Agrees to Shifts
Move Temporary
Until Issue Over

By SUSAN MILLER
Herald  S t a f f  W r i t e r

The Dade County School
Board agreed Wednesday t o
temporarily t ransfer  Neg ro
students at South Dade High
School to other schools after
more than 100 blacks boycot-
ted their classes.

The board  vo ted  4 - 2  t o
reassign a n y  students w h o
want to  transfer from South
Dade t o  a n y  h i g h  schools
that have available space —
provided the students furnish
a wr i t t en  request  f o r  t h e
change f r o m  t h e i r  parents
and provide their own trans-
portation to the new schools.

—Herald S ta f f  Pho to  by  D A V E  D I D

American Civi l  Liberties Union President Talks
. . . Rich acct Y.  Feder  a t  School  B o a r d  session



ONLY 18 OF South Dade's
130 Negro students attended
classes Wednesday. Another
90 showed u p  a t  a l l -black
Mays High School in  Goulds
requesting permiss ion  t  o
enroll. The remainder stayed
home.

The boycott i s  the  latest
development in  a  black pro-
test o f  South Dade High 's
use o f  Confederate symbols
by i ts athletic teams and i ts
band.

South Distr ict School Su-
perintendent B e t t y  G i l k e y
said 102 Negro students a t
South D a d e  a l ready  h a v e
applied officially fo r  transfer
to either Mays o r  predomi-
nately Negro  K i l l i a n  H i g h
School.

SCHOOL BOARD members
stressed Wednesday that the
transfers are not  permanent.
The Negroes w i l l  return t o
South Dade as soon as  the
board o r  South Dade resi -
dents resolve the controversy
surrounding t  h e schoo l ' s
nickname of "Rebels," its use
of "Dixie" as a school song,
and the wearing of Confeder-
ate uni forms b y  i t s  band

Jack Gordon
. . .  dissenter

m e m b e r  s, Board member
William Lehman said.

The board also passed a
resolution urging black stu-
dents t o  remain  a t  South
Dade and asking school fac-
ulty members a n d  commu-
nity residents t o  encourage
the Negroes to remain.

Negro parents began peti-
tioning the school board fo r
transfers l a s t  w e e k  a f t e r
attempts b y  a  biracial com-
mittee t o  solve the  contro-
versy resulted in a stalemate. •

BLACK PA R E N T S  a l s o
have charged that their chil-
dren are not allowed to  par-
ticipate i n  school activit ies
and t h a t  t h e y  su f fe r  psy -
chological learning barriers.

School B o a r d  m e m b e r s
Jack Gordon and Mrs. Anna
Brenner Meyers objected t o
the transfers.

"What we're saying is we
can't create a  situation a t
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
where w e  c a n  keep wh i t e
and black students together,"
Gordon said. " I t ' s  a  fai lure
on the part of the hoard and
on the  par t  o f  the  school's
administration. This is walk-
ing away from the problem."

MRS. MEYERS suggested
the board t rea t  t he  absent
Negro pupils as they would
any o t h e r  student: " e i t he r
keep them i n  school o r  sus-
pend them."

Board Attorney George C.
Bolles a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e
board's action was lawful as
a temporary measure a n d
would give his office time to
contact t h e  Department o f
Health, Education and Wel-
fare for a federal opinion.

BOARD M E M B E R S
G. Holmes Braddock, Ted C.
Slack, M r s .  Helene Vos loh
and Lehaman voted f o r  the
reassignment on the basis i t
was the best w a y  t o  avoid
greater t r o u b l e  u n t i l  t h e
question o f  S o u t h  D a d e
High's symbols is resolved.

A pol icy  o n  school sym-
bols, calling for  the elimina-
tion o f  any school nicknames
that "threaten t he  peaceful
education o f  students" w i l l
be presented for a vote of the
board Nov. 6.

The board also appointed
Howard Crabtree a s  n e w
South Dade H igh  principal,
replacing Principal W i l l i am
Wilson who is i l l  and on sick
leave. Crabt ree h a s  b e e n
acting South Dade principal
since early September.
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Schools
Three Homestead key po-

licemen w i l l  tender resigna-
tions thday to become school
security off icers f o r  Dade
County schools.

The loss will deal a severe
blow to  the Homestead de-
partment, already short of its
full complement, despite a
recently granted $900 p a y
hike. `'The $900 raise didn't
help n ie  keep them,"  said
Police chief Emmett Snyder.

Police Lt. Vernon Jackson
and detectives Eugene (Red)
McAllister and Jerry Dodson
will beg in  w o r k  f o r  t h e
schoiii.:toard Nov.  I .  Thei r
appliCations were  approved
by the board Wednesday.

The three have 30  years
combined service. Jackson is

Dodson M c C a l l i s t e r

a I2-year veteran, McAllister
is in his 10th year and Dod-
son has eight years on the
Homestead force.

THE LOSS o f  McAllister
and Dodson vir tual ly wipes
out, the detective division,
said Snider. " I  don' t  know
who w i l l  replace them," he
said. " I f  supervisors a r e
moved in ,  w e  w i l l  c u t  ou t
another three from the patrol
division.

Snider s problem i s  made
more difficult because some
of h is  veteran officers a re
physically l im i ted  t o '  l igh t
duty, or are near the age for
retirement. Homestead does
not have a  pension plan, so
these officers have remained
on the department because of
long service.



Little Remarks
Can Hurt Too

BY OTIS GOSSMAN JR.
Sometimes it's the little things, the

verbal asides, that help unravel the
already too taut strings that link the
races. I n  this respect the human
mouth probably has done consider-
ably more damage than the pen.

All this came to mind in reading
some o f  the accounts o f  the black
rally in Homestead the other night
— a  ral ly  designed to  solidify the
black community in  its attempt to
eliminate the Confederate symbols
at South Dade High School.

Negro leader Odell Johns dropped
the aside in greeting the whites who
attended the meeting, some of them
apparently in  support of  the black
position in the controversy that has
had this community in various stages
of rage for months.*

IT WAS nothing much to get ex-
cited about. Johns merely added in
his welcome to the whites that since
they had come personally it would re-
lieve them of the necessity of ques-
tioning their maids the next day on
what happened.

Just a  small thing, admittedly,
but the type of remark that would
have been much better unsaid. The
whites attending the meeting should

have been accorded a  reception de-
void of that sort of needling aside.
The blacks would not expect — or
certainly shouldn't have to — 'similar
remarks had they attended a  white
meeting.

Conditions are much too touchy
these days to add even a  sliver of
kindling to what already is far  too
hot a situation.

Much of what is wrong with both
the white and the black communities'
goes n o  deeper than looking the
other way on the matter o f  good
manners. * *

ALONG THAT line, i t 's not good
manners to subject black students to
Confederate symbols with the, knowl-
edge that the symbols grate them the
wrong way.

Like i t  or not, the symbols mean
bad things to the blacks of this day.
A hundred years from now the de-
scendants o f  both sides might well
look back and get a hell of a good
laugh out of it, but not now. And the
now is what everyone has to  deal
with.

That the  symbols, presumably,
have an entirely different frame of
reference to the whites has little bear-
ing on the matter. Viewed just from
the vantage point of manners i t  is
not-entirely unlike inviting your Jew-
ish neighbor to dinner and serving
him roast pork.

There is nothing wrong with roast
pork, but it goes without saying that
it  would be an  insensitive act  t o
serve i t  to a Jew. The parallel may
be a trifle strained but the implica-
tion is readily apparent.

Oratory is much with us in  this
political season and some of it is self
defeating. I t  can be more than that
in a racially tense area such as South
Dade today on this matter of sym-
bols.

Blacks and whites alike hopefully
recognize this and will not let their
tongues lead matters further astray
than they already are. But it's not
always the big remark that causes
the most trouble. An  accumulation
of "asides" can do the trick just as
well.
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15 Blacks
At School

Only 15 black students report-
ed to South Dade High School
classes today; most of the oth-
er 150,plus who had been en-
rolled there were in the• process
of transferring to Mays or Kill-
ian Highs.

By far the larger portion of
transfers were to al l  -  Negro
Mays High, where South Dade
Principal Howard Crabtree
spent most of this morning to
expedite transfer paperwork.

South Dade now has no Ne-
gro seniors. The 15 b l a c k
students are, for the most part,
10th graders, w i th  only a
sprinkling of juniors.

The temporary transfer per-
Mission was okayed Wednesday
by the Dade School Board un-
til a racial controversy over
South Dade's Rebel name and
Confederate symbols can b e
resolved.



Students
Transfer
To Mays

By JAMES MAXWELL
Permission for students o

South Dade High School t
transfer t o  Mays High watt
granted yesterday by  t  h e,
school board under certain roar
ditions

The conditions were that the
student's parents request t  h e
transfer in writing, that t  h e
student provide his own trans-
portation, and that there i  s
room in the school.

The proposal passed on a 4-2
vote, with Anna Brenner Mey-
ers and Jack Gordon voting "no" and C. T. MeCrinuno
absent.

It was reported to the board
yesterday that 102 of the black
students of South Dade h  a d
skipped classes at their school
and had gene to Mays H i g h
requestiN admission. A b o u t
140 black students normally at-
tend South Dade.

There were no black parents
present a t  the school board
hearing in spite of the fact that
a collection to bus them to i t
was taken up by the Monday
night rally in Homestead. N e -
gro directors o f  the protest
against South Dade Dixie sym
bols — Odell Johns of Goulds,"u
Bernie Dyer of Liberty C i t y
and Rev. C. K. Steele of Talla-
hassee —  w e r e  not present
either.

However, from 75 to 100 South
Dade white parents were pres-
ent. T h e y  cheered and a p -
plauded for their side a  n d
booed their opponents. T h e  op-
ponents were Dr. John Presley,
director of the Metro Depart-
ment of Youth Services; R e v.
Fred 'Le Shane of the Florida
Connell • on human Relations;

Students
ont'd. From P g. 1

ichard Feder of Miami Beach,
chairman of the American Civil
Liberties Union and Mrs. Nan-

'cy Rice of South Miami.
All of these in one way o  r

'another said that majority rule
'at South Dade High should be
Set aside, that all the R e b e l
symbols should b e  abolished,
and that the white student body
should be forced to conform to
the new rules.

When the argument against
the Rebel symbols at  S o u t h

:,Dade started, Mrs. Helene Vos-
; loh, acting as school b o a r d
chairman, ruled that the board
was not considering symbols,
and that this subject was out
of order.

But a majority of the board
led by Jack Gordon overruled
Mrs. Vosloh and ordered t  h e
discussion to continue.

After two of the opposition
speakers h a d  been  heard,
Wayne Lawrence, o f  H  o m e-
stead and leader of the white
group from South Dade spoke
to the board.

I u

"I hope to save you from a
continuation o f  this pointless
discussion," Lawrence sa id .
"The Concerned Parents o  f
South Dade will vote tomorrow
night on a proposal made t  o
s by the black group, and as

long as the dialog between the
two groups continues there i s
no use i n  beating this dead
horse any more."

In spite of Lawrence's state-
ment, the board permitted the
discussion of symbols t o  con-
tinue with two more speakers.

Mrs. Vosloh again ruled the
discussion out of order a  n d
this time her ruling was n  e t
overruled.

Rev. Gene Williams of Prince-
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ton then told the board that
a biracial citizens committee
and a biracial ministerial group
were seeking a solution o f  the
South Dade High controversy.

"Then, people from out o  f
our area are trying to tell us
what to do with little or n o
knoWledge o f  the situation,"
Williams said. " L e t  t h e m
work out their own problems
and I  ask this beard t o  give
preference to the thinking and
ideas of the local Routh Dade
people.

Board member William Leh-
man proposed the approval o f
the transfer of the black South
Dade students to ether schools.

Lehman explained h is  pro-
posal by saying "We can't force
the Negro students to go back
to South Dade and the intent of
my resolution is to take t  h e
pressure off until the problems
of symbols is acted on by this
board.

Mrs. Meyers explained h  e r
vote against Lehman's propo-
sal by calling the Negroes' ac-
tioh "a threat."

"We are not being challenged
by these children but  b y  a
group of nen - students," Mrs.
Meyers said. " I f  a white child
failed to come to school h  e
would be suspended and w  e
should treat all students exact-
ly alike.'

Several of  the board m e tu-
bers warned black parents that
if their children were transfer-
red to Mays now i t  could ser-
iously affect their grades a n d
might delay their graduation.

The board also named How-
ard Crabtree as principal o  f
South Dade High. H e  has been
acting principal for s e v e r a l
weeks,



To Take Jobs With Dade School System

Veteran Police Officers
The Homestead police fo rce

faces probable loss o f  t h r e e
veteran officers, following t  h e
acceptance by the Dade County
school board Wednesday o f
their applications fo r  jobs with
the school security division.

Police Chief Emmett  Snider
said this morning h e  h a s  a l -
ready received the resignation
notice o f  Det. Eugene ( R e d )
McAllister and expects momen-
tarily to get one from Det..fer-
ry Dodson.

The resignations, would t  a ke
effect Nov. 1.

The th i rd officer i s  L t .  Ver-
non Jackson. J a c k s o n  earl ier
had asked for a year's leave of
absence, i n  anticipation o f  be-
ing accepted for the school job.
lie said th is morning he h  a s
not submitted h i s  resignation
to Chief Snider because h e  i s
still awaiting a reply from City
Manager Olaf Pearson to  h  i s
request f o r  t he  leave o f  ab-
sence.

All three have l ong  service
records with the Homestead po-
lice force.

Departure o f  McAllister and

Dodson w i l l  v ir tual ly wipe out
the detective division o f  the lo-
cal force. T h e  only other man
in tha t  division i s  f ingerprint
technician Charles Hubert.

"We'll have to start f r o m
scratch and build a  new- detec-
tive division," Chief Snider told
The News Leader this morning.

In t h e  meantime, h e  sa id ,
cases requiring detective inves-
tigation will be handled by him-
self, Hubert and other officers
who've had some experience in
this line.

lie noted that  any  transfers
of patrolmen In detective work
would reduce the number o  f
officers avai lable f o r  pat ro l ,
and that division is  already un-
derstaffed.

The police department h  a s
been au tho r i zed  t o  a d d  s i x
more men to  its roster, and an
examination was b e i n g  g iven
this afternoon at  c i ty  hall  f  o r
applicants.

One former patrolman, W. E.
Ball, has applied to be rehired.
the chief said. Ba l l  le f t  to  go
to work for the Broward Coun-
ty sheriff's department.

To
City Manager  Pearson i  s

recommending a  volunteer r e -
serve police force fo r  11 o m e-
stead, as one solution t o  t  e
problem. T h e  reserves would
have limited arrest powers and
would work under regular offi-
cers.

Also proposed by  Pearson-is
a recruit trainee program 1  o r
young men between ages 18 and
21, t o  provide a  p a l  f r o m
which regular officers can b e
hired.

The idea behind this. C h i e f
Snider explained, i s  t o  attract
young men coming out o f  high
irthool, before they settle i  n
another occupation, have them
receive training so that w h e n
they reach the required age o f
21 they would be available fo r
jobs with the local department.

There's more and more em-
phasis nowadays o n  advanced
education f o r  policemen, t h e
chief observed,  a n d  recru i t
trainees m igh t  b e  encouraged
to major in  police science a t
Miami -  Dade Jun io r  College
with prospects o f  a  job w i t h
the Homestead po l ice  depart .

Quit
ment awaiting them when they
graduate.

Several younger members o f
the present force have taken,
or are  taking, courses a t  Mi-
ami -  Dade.

CPO To
Members

The Conceited Parents O r -
ganization w i l l  meet as sched-
uled a t  8 p.m. today in  t  h e
Homestead Armory t o  h e a r
School Board candidates a  n d
to poll i t s  membership on pos-
sible areas o f  compromise i  n
the South Dade High S c h o o l
Rebel symbols controversy.

Officers and directors o f  the
CPO are to meet briefly before
the general session.

This wi l l  be the f irst t o t a l
membership meeting o f  t  h e
group since i t  adopted its char-
ter, and the f i rs t  since i t  was
instructed by the School Board
to p o l l  I ts, .niembershlp o

r
a
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Poll
Tonight

whether i t  would agree to  d  o
away wi th the Rebel nickname
or the song Dixie, as proposed
by Negro parents led b
Johns.

Wayne Lawrence,
surer, said i t  is his un
in t h a t  i f  the group
give up either the na
song, Johns wi l l  step
gotiations and leave
on o t h e r  Confedera
ted symbols to  the N
eats

Johns was elected spoke
by the Negro community.
has no children a t  South
or its feeder schools.



Also Reserve Police Force

Riot Control Equipment
Sought

Homestead C i t y  Manager
Olaf Pearson will recommend
a reserve city police force o  f
20 to 25 members, and riot con-
trol equipment to the tune o f
$5,000, to  the City Council a t
its meeting next Monday night.

He drafted the proposals aft-
er attending a mass meeting of
blacks in southwest Homestead
night before last, where mi l i -
tant speakers — one from Lib-
erty City — called for t o u g h

For Homestead
action by the black community
in pushing demands for elimi-
nation of  Confederate symbols
by the South Dade High School
student body,

He'll ask the Council to ap-
prove $5,000 to buy such items
as recoil-less automatic s h o t-
guns, flak vests and tear gas
for the police department, h e
said.

'If they (the blacks) are go-
ing to make trouble here this
city will be ready for it," said

Negro Students
At S. Dade Get
Transfer OK

Students a t  South Dade
High School can transfer to
any other school that has
available space, t he  Dade
School Board has agreed.

In a 4-2 decision, the board
said i t  would temporarily
reassign the students unti l
the controversy about the
schoo l  's nickname, "The
Rebels," and the use of the
song Dixie and Confederate
symbols is resolved.

Black parents petitioned
the school board for transfers
last week.

The board urged, however,
that black students choose to
remain at South Dade.

Pearson.
The racial tension in the area

has become a  matter of "ac-
tion and reaction," h e  added.
Tension is high among whites,
also, and  some =publicized
meetings are known to h a v e
been held b y  white persons
ready to take forceful action in-
to their own hands.

The reserve police force, on
which Pearson has been gath-
ering information f o r  some
weeks, w o u l d  cost the c i ty
roughly $2,500. H e  recom-
mends recruiting an initial 40
men.

'Allowing for lack of qualifi-
cations, loss of enthusiasm and
other deterring factors, w  e
should be able to arrive a t  a
reserve force of 20 to 25 men,"
he said.

The recruits would undergo
an initial training program o f
from 40 to 80 hours. T h e  force
would be separate from t  h e
regular police department but
"must always be under t  h e
control of the police depart-
ment,' Pearson said. The re-
serves would be strictly limit-
ed in authority granted them.

Some cities confer power o  f
arrest to reserves while o  n
duty; others restrict this power
to the time a reserve is in the
company of a regular officer.
A formal set of rules and reg-
ulations for the reserve is nor-
mally required a n d  r e c -
ommended, Pearson said.



91 Shift
To Mays
School

`Rebel' Dispute
Transfers Old

By SUSAN MILLER
Herald Staff Writer

Ninety-one Negro South
Dade H i g h  School  s t u -
dents we re  admitted t o
classes a t  M a y s  H i g h
School Thursday as Dade
School B o a r d  o f f i c i a l s
began processing applica-
tions for temporary trans-
fers.

Under a  board resolu-
tion passed Wednesday,
black students current ly
enrolled a t  Sou th  Dade
High may transfer to oth-
er county high schools as
space i s  available a t  the
written request o f  t he i r
parents. They'l l remain at
the new school until South
Dade High officials, par -
ents and students resolve
a controversy surrounding
the school's symbols.

SOUTH DADE has ap-
proximately 1 3 0  b l a c k
students enrolled, but only
14 repor ted  t o  c lasse
there Thursday, according
to school records.

Another 25 Negro pupils
were l i s t e d  a s  a b s e n t
when they did not  report
to South Dade, Mays o r
a n o t h e r  h i g h  school.
Flooding rains in the area
during the  morning may
have accounted f o r  some
of t h e  absences, school
administrators said.

The major i ty  o f  b lack
students began requesting
transfers t o  the a l l -Negro
Mays H i g h  l a s t  w e e k ,
arguing tha t  the  existing
psychological c l imate a t
South D a d e  p roh ib i ted
them from participating in
activities and progressing
in their studies.

FOUR S T U D E N T S
asked t o  b e  moved t o
Miami Killian High, where
the racial m i x  i s  80  per
cent white and 20 per cent
Negro, b u t  had  n o t  en-
rolled a s  o f  Thursday
morning, acco rd ing  t o
school personnel.

Although Dade schools
will be closed today for a
teacher workday,  t rans -
portation t o  South Dade
High wi l l  be provided fo r
transferring students who
want t o  t u rn  i n  wr i t ten
requests f rom the i r  par-
ents and to  pick up their
belongings.

Mayor 'Blames' Communism

Parents Demand Ruling
In Nickname Controversy

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

"South Dade Concerned Parents" Thurs-
day demanded a  School Board decision on
the "Rebel" controversy at South Dade High
School before the Nov. 5  election.

And the Mayor of Homestead, Bil l  Dick-
inson, blamed the troubles on "international
Communism."

A policy report of the Concerned Parents
organization executive committee received
only four opposing votes of a crowd of some
400 white parents.

THE STATEMENT declares t h a t  t h e
minority (black students and parents) have
failed to prove their claim that the school's
Confederate symbolism i s  detrimental o r
offensive t o  Negroes. The blacks have of-
fered no meaningful compromise so there is
no reason f o r  further meetings o f  the b i -
racial committee appointed b y  the  Dade
County School Board to  resolve the differ-
ence, the policy report contends.

CPO President Tommy Dolar said the
executive committee therefore expects the
School Board t o  make a  decision on  the
controversy w i thout  being influenced b y
either side.

Several speakers ca l led  t h e  b i rac ia l
meetings futile. Wayne Lawrence, one of the
committee members, said that as the meet-
ing progressed i t  became apparent t h e
blacks, led by Odel Johns, were not sincere
in reaching a compromise.

George Cooper Jr. ,  another committee
member, told the crowd, "We are not here
to settle the problem in a reasonable manner
because i t  wasn't brought up to be settled in
a reasonable manner."

He charged the "Rebel" issue is a front
for a "big civil rights push."

COOPER said Homestead was chosen as
a test area to  bear the brunt o f  the civ i l
rights push. He called on the white commit-
tee and "law-abiding (black) cit izens" t o
present a solid front and meet the opposing
attitudes with equal attitudes.

"Reasonable demands must be met with
reasonable attitudes," h e  said, " b u t  hard
demands should receive equal hard consid-
eration."

Homestead Mayor Bi l l  Dickinson, asked
the people to join the city in demanding that
the School Board call a  special meeting be-
fore the Nov. 5 election "so you can smoke
out" the board members. " A s  Dr.  Edward
Whitham said the decision wi l l  be made at
the appropriate time.

"We must force them to meet, then work
for those (candidates f o r  re-election) who
support law and order and not  those who
support conspiracy," said the mayor.

Dickinson says the problem facing South
Dade is not a local problem. "The real moti-
vation is a complete involvement of Interna-
tional Communism."

Dickinson contends that although he has
pointed out the Communist influence in the
local racial problems, the news media have
never quoted statements,
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ROBERTS
Genesis

About that mess a t  South
Dade H i g h  S c h o o l  .  .
Would y o u  l i ke  t o  read a
different version o f  what 's
going on?

To get i n  the r ight  frame
of mind for  this explanation
you must f i rs t  forget  about
"Dixie," forget the waving of
Confederate f lags  a n d  t h e
name "Rebels." Negro p ro -
tests over these Confederate
symbols a r e  s imp ly  imme-
diate symptoms o f  a  deep-
rooted problems that started
long ago.

The r e a l  t rouble s tar ted
about f ive years ago when
the School Board  a n d  i t s
professional advisers de l ib -
erately dragged their  collec-
tive f e e t  o v e r  integrat ing
South Dade High School. A t
a t ime when Palmetto High
and later Ki l l ian High (both
of which are some 15 miles
from Homestead) were being
integrated, South Dade High
had only token integration.

I  contend that the School
Board mis-read the tempera-
ment of South Dade —  that
the area was insultingly la-
belled redneck and  judged
not to  be ready for  a  full
dose of integration.
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In doing this, t he  school
board members failed to take
into a c c o u n t  t h a t  S o u t h
Dade's social structure has
changed dramatically i n  the
past 15 years. They looked
back t o  the days when the
Redland was a  farm barony,
failing t o  take in to  account
that the  sons o f  once ada-
mant growers a r e  n o w  i n
charge and are, for  the most
part, moderates. They failed
to recognize that Homestead
Air Fo rce  Base  personnel
have diluted the  population
and t h a t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e
South Dade i s  becoming a
bedroom community for peo-
ple work ing  i n  t h e  M iam i
area.

That was mistake No.  1 .
Mistake N o .  2  w a s  t h e
board's fai lure t o  take deci-
sive action in phasing out all-
Negro Mays High in  Goulds.
First, board members were
going t o  t u rn  Mays i n to  a
junior h i g h .  T h e n ,  under
pressure f r o m  t h e  N e g r o
community, i t  was kept open.

Keeping Mays  open w a s
Integration in reverse. I t  not
only made the board appear
wishy-washy, i t  g a v e  a n
emerging Negro leader, Odell
Johns, a  chance t o  f lex  h i s
muscles.

W h en t h e  Confederate
symbols hassle arose t h i s
year, i t  gave Johns a perfect
forum f o r  gathering m o r e
supporters in the Negro c ra -
m u n i t i e s  extending f rom
Perrine to Florida City

The board was hesitant in
acting on that matter and i t
got out of hand when i t  was
put to  a  vote b y  the South
Dade student body.

Exodus
Now Negroes  be la ted ly

attending South Dade H igh
are, fo r  the most part, boy-
cotting t h e  school .  T h e y
want t o  b e  r e -admitted t o
Mays. Again, the board has
yielded. That's mistake no. 3.

There's a lot to be said for
thoughtful deliberation, b u t
there are times when you can
think too much, listen to too
many sides and fail to take a
decisive s tand.  Tha t ' s  t h e
School Board's problem.

I don't pretend that  there
was any easy, cut-and-dried
solution to  integrating South
Dade's b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e
school populations. I 'm  sim-
ply saying that things would
have been far better had the
board stuck by its guns in all
decisions.

Instead, blacks and whites
in South Dade have lost re-
spect for the School Board. It
appears to be a  public body
which can be  swayed first
one way and then the other
by emotional displays.

I  feel sorry for board mem-
bers. They're trying, I'm sure,
to take the easy way out as
each new dispute roils up. By
delaying c o m i n g  t o  g r i p s
with t he  whole matter  t he
element o f  black separatism
has had time to develop. This
also should have been antic-
ipated because i t  has become
a nationwide problem.

It's rough on al l  the kids.
Whether they  realize i t  o r
not, they're being used l ike
pawns i n  a  game their par-
ents are playing.



Busing May Let Whites
Blacks

Editor, The News Leader:

Eureka! Finally it seems that
little Odell Johns and his blust-
ering band  o f  malingering
marchers have arrived a t  a
sensible solution to the current
controversy.

Study In
TO WIT: Busing the Negro

students from South Dade High
to Mays High. Perhaps now the
students more interested i n
reading than riots may be al-
lowed to study in  peace, this
including, of course, the black
and white students.

*
Symbols In Poor Taste,
Shouldn't Be Permitted

Editor, The News Leader:
The tragedy of this situation

is that you have permitted it to
become a  c iv i l  wa r  between
blacks and whites with o  u r
children as pawns.* *  *

THE FACT is this: T h e  war
symbols are in poor taste and
thould never have been p  e r-
.nitted. M a y b e  Homestead
was an "island" then, but it is
not now, and will become less
so.

The school board, the Univer-
sity of Miami, your editor, and
many o f  the white minority
have tried to tell you this. You
refuse to recognize th is  fac t
because the blacks were "belli-
gerent." I  didn't hear of any
whites being hung i n  effigy
from the flag pole!

If one of your dinner guests
is allergic to your centerpiece,
do you ask for a majority vote
before you remove it? Would

you permit your children t  o
engage in sports i f  they had to
goosestep and wave a  swasti-
ka?

Stop rationalizing your behav-
ior by crying "Communist." I f
you proclaim a faith in G  o d,
then forget His teachings i  n
dealing with others, i t  is y o u
who is playing the Communist
game — they can sit back and
enjoy it. According to reports
on riots the stability o f  t h e
Southern black is due to t  h e
strength of his church.* *  *

REACH OUT your hand t  o
these people now, and don't say
"What will they ask for next?".
Ask their ministers what y  o u
can do to make this a better
community for all. D o n ' t  ask
your children to say "one na-
tion, under God, w i th  liberty
and justice for all," and n  o t
mean it. T h i s  is hypocrisy!

A MOTHER WASP

Peace
Forgive me i f  I  am incred-

ibly naive and remain blissfully
basking in  the outmoded idea
that an institution such as South
Dade is for the expressed pur-
pose of obtaining an education,
or at  least the basis for ad-
vanced education a t  the uni-
versity level.

Naturally the mental anguish
of these deprived unfortunates
can be fully understood consid-
ering t he  Rebel version o f
Uncle Tom's Cabin.

Imagine having to listen to
the strains of Dixie while gaz-
ing at the stars and bars. I t  is
a foregone conclusion that this
alone is the reason for many of
the students' failure to comp-
rehend and matriculate.

T can understand for  I  too
undergo an almost uncontrol-
lable wave of anger whenever
I am forced to listen to  the
battle Hymn o f  the Republic
or Yankee Doodle Dandy.

* *  *
REVULSION IS the only way

to describe my feelings when
faced with the color blue, rem-
iniscent of those back-stabbing
Yankee blue bellies who had
the audacity to murder my an-
cestors merely because they
were shooting at them.

Seriously, Mr. Johns, I  have
a concrete suggestion for you
and your organization which is
more worthwhile than the petty
attacks in which you are now
engaged.

Perhaps you could also call
the group SOUL—Social Organ-
ization to Utilize Labor, or  is
work a  dirty four letter word
along with its five letter com-
panion, STUDY.

DR. JIM BUTLER



Dade County is  not alone in  i ts
problems with the use of Confederate
symbols and the song "Dixie."

At Florida State University in Tal-
lahassee the Afro-American Student
Union has protested the waving of
the Confederate flag and the playing
of "Dixie" at  university events.*

In an editorial the student news-
paper Flambeau said the situation is
"fraught with seeds of division at a
time when unity is so vital to the
well-being of the country."

The editorial says further:
"Unquestionably, `Dixie' is  a  part

of the Southern Tradition. One Ka-
pa Alpha member said: ' I t 's  part of
our lives. I  don't know what we'll
do if we can't sing it.'

"Afro-American students believe
the playing of 'Dixie' denotes racial
overtones, -more specifically, anirn-
sity toward and hatred of the Negro.

"But, said the KA, 'we have no-
thing them. We don't  even think
about that (race) when we sing the
song.'

"Because the symbols of the Con-
federacy play such an important part
in the lives of the Southern born r.nd
Southern raised, i t  would not be in
their best interests to prohibit the
display of those symbols.

"But, as an  alternative sugges-
tion, the Flambeau urges considera-
tion of a procedure adopted recent-
ly at the University of Mississippi —
after playing 'Dixie' play `The Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic.'

"This worked out very well at Mis-
sissippi and undoubtedly would suc-
ceed here. * *  *

"President Champion said this
practice of playing both songs at uni-
versity events would go a long way
toward achieving greater harmony
among students.
"At a time when division is the rule

rather than the exception and sus-
picion rather than optimism prevails,
it is crucial to the growth of progress
of our nation that unity be' the cla-
rion call.

"Society cannot grow through div-
ision based on race, creed, philoso-
phy o•r religion. People must learn
to live together and exercise toler-
ance for the wishes of others.

"A r igh t  step i n  th is  direction
would be the playing of 'The Battle
Hymn of the Republic' the next time
'Dixie' is played."

0//

HIGH SCHOOL PTA mem-
bers and teachers might re-
fute this idea of racial prob-
lems existing at. Palmetto and
Killian High Schools. Never
theless, the problem is exis-
tent and if the Public Safety
Department has facts, re-
gardless of the new "hushed-
up policy" existing a t  t  h e
schools, it's a good bet that
theres more than a  little
smeke. * *

SOME WHITE parents who
attended a public meeting in
the black community Monday
night claim a group of black
militants from Miami were
transported to the Homestead
meeting in a government car,
apparently at taxpayers' ex-
pense.

SOME OF the black s t u-
dents leaving South D a d e
High traveled to Mays b  y
Metro Transit buses t h i s
week paying full fare. M6st
took advantage of a car pool
set up by a Negro parents or-
ganization.

Odell Johns, spokesman for
the black parents, said a
committee i  s investigating
the possibility of bussing all
of the transferees at reduced
school bus fares.

*  *  *
*  *  *

A POLICE UNIT went t  o
South D a d e  High School
Tuesday after a Negro s  t
d ent allegedly was attacked.
but was sent away by school
authorities, who said t h e y
were handling the situation.



Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion last night voted almost un-
animously not to yield a single
point in its fight to keep Con-
federate symbols at South Dade
High School.

It urged the School Board to
decide immediately the questions
of the school Rebel name and
symbols which black students
complain are demeaning and
hurtful to their racial pride.

Several speakers frankly said
they believe the racial troubles
are Communist-inspired.

School Board candidate Jerry
Chambers told the CPO mem-
bers, numbering almost 500, that
"if we can fight the Commun-
ists in Vietnam, we can fight the
Communist movement in Dade
County."

And Homestead Mayor Wil-
liam Dickinson said the real
motivation (for the dissension)
is "a  complete involvement of
international communism."

Odell Johns, spokesman for
the black parents committee and
and the Negro community, spoke
out th is morning against the
"Communist label that has been
leveled against the black com-
munity."

He called theAatements made
at the CPO meeting last night

NIL s

'No Yield' Position Taken

Communists Blamed For
South Dade Controversy

"irresponsible, reckless and a
feeble and ridiculous attempt to
cover up years of inaction, neg-
lect and do nothingism on the
part of South Dade officials."

Johns said the fact that "very
little has been done locally to
remove poverty, insecurity, in-
justice and racial discrimination
have increased tension in  the
black community."

Jahns said he "would have
been astounded if the CPO had
agreed to  any area o f  tarn-,
promise, considering the rackiii
predominant in that organization
and its leadership."

CPO's statement to the School
Board declares that:

•  Blacks opposing the sym-
bols have failed to prove their
claim that the Rebel name, song
Dixie, band uniform and Con-
federate battle flag are detri-
mental to the wellbeing or ed-
ucation of any black student.

•  C P 0 offers n o  com-
promise on any school symbols
that students voted to retain in
an election sanctioned by the
board.

•  CPO sees no need for fur-
ther negotiation with anyone,
and urges immediate board ac,

Lion.
•  The organization expects

the board to base its final deci-
sion on the symbols themselves
"and not let the threat of de-
fiance, intimidation or  violence
on the part  o f  the minority
opposing them be in any way a
deciding factor .  . "

School board candidates Dr.
Ben Sheppard, Mrs. Anna Bren-
ner Myers, Mrs. Crutcher Field
Harrison, Mrs. Ethel Beckham,
Alan Becker, Jerry Chambers
and Mrs. Shirley Spellerberz
spoke at the CPO meeting.

All were quizzed on how they
would vote on the school sym-
bols question with the excep-
tion of Dr. Sheppard, who left
the meeting early.

Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. Beck-
ham refused to be pinned down;
Becker and Mrs. Spellerberg in-
dicated that the students' de-
cision should be upheld; Cham-
bers was outspokenly in favor
of keeping the symbols, and Mrs.
Myers said frankly she would
vote against keeping them.

HOMESTEAD POLICE Lt .
Vernon Jackson is burned up
over the fact he never receiv-
ed a reply to his request foi
a year's leave o f  absence,
during which he'd work f  o r
Dade school security. Jack -
son applied for the leave t
City Manager Olaf Pearson
two weeks ago; when he had
not gotten a n  answer last
Thursday he  turned i n  his
resignation from the l o c a l
force, effective Nov 1. Jack-
son's application f o r  t h e
school job was accepted b y
the school board Wednesday.* *
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South Dade Transfer Seniors
May Face Graduation Problems

South Dade High Scheol was
awaiting today the return o f
parent - signed transfer s l i p s
to find out just how many o f
its 130 enrolled black studnets
will actually switch to another
white because of the c u r rent
Quofederate symbol controver-

Meanwhile, there were indi-
cations that some seniors i  n
the group will face graduation
credit problems i f  they make
the shift.

South district office supervi-
sor Miss Elizabeth Gilkey poin-
ted out the problem this morn-
ing. M o s t  o f  the  students
who've indicated they want to

transfer have asked to  attend
Mays High Sdhool, which does
not offer some of the courses
available at South Dade.

"One senior, for example, is
taking French at South Dade —
and this isn't offered at Mays,"
Miss Gilkey said. "Three oth-
ers a r e  enrolled i n  South
Dade's vocational office educa-
tion course, and that isn't avail-
able at  May's either.

"These students have b  e en
warned of tho credit difficulties
they'll get into i f  they trans-
fer," she added, "and urged to
think very seriously before ta-
king the step."

Ninety-one of the 130 b l a c k
students at South Dade report.
ed to Maya lligh Thursday, aft.

er the school board voted t  o
permit the transfers until t  h e
Rebel symbol controversy i s
settled.

"The day before, indications
were t h a t  th ree  wanted to
transfer to Killian High, b u t
two o f  those three were a t
Mays yesterday," Miss Gilkey
said.

The students who showed up
at Mays yesterday were given
letters to  take home for par-
ents to sign approving t h e i r
children's transfer. T h e  sign-
ed letters were supposed to, be
taken to South Dade High to-
day so that withdrawal could be
arranged, book.-1 turned in and

_ lockers cleaned out,

Since today i s  a  teachers
work day, a l l  Dade County
school students are on holiday
except for seniors who a  r e
taking state-wide tests. F  o r
this reason it probably won't be
known until Monday how many
students actually wil l  transfer,
said Miss Gilkey.

Of the 130 black students en-
rolled at South Dade, only 14
attended that school Thursday
— a drop of four from the day,
before. M i s s  Gilkey said she
didn't know hew many of the
14 are seniors. With 91 at Mays
and 14 at South Dade, there re-
mained 25 black students who
stayed out of school ratliogeter
yesterday.)

The group which went t  o
Mays yesterday included 1 5
seniors, she added.

All the students considering a
transfer are being asked t  o
weigh the matter very serious-
ly, Miss Gilkey said. The school
board resolution adopted Wed-
nesday was included in t  h e
letter sent home to parents o f
students wishing t o  transfer.
The resolution urges the s t u-
dents to "stay in their o  w
community" — meaning S
Dade High.

The school board decision
doesn't include bus transporta-
tion for students wishing t  o
transfer to Mays or Killian.



I Council to Urge
" ebel' Dispute
Ruling by Board
Resolution
Planned
Monday

By BILL BLOSS
ieND neeing peals,soN

Homestead councilmen are
expected to  take speedy ac-
tion Monday on a  resolution
urging t h e  D a d e  C o u n t y
School Board to  rule on the
stormy Confederate symbol-
ism issue at South Dade High
School.

Only 1 5  o f  t h e  h i g h
school's Negro students are
still in attendance, the others
have transferred t o  M a y s
High School in Goulds. None
of t h e  b l ack  students a r e
expected t o  g o  t o  K i l l i a n
High School.

HOMESTEAD Mayo r  B i l l
Dickinson says t h e  dispute
between blacks a n d  whites
over use o f  the Rebel sym-
bols should b e  resolved b y
the courts. B y  forc ing t h e
school board to make a deci-
sion, objectors t o  t h e  deci-
sion can appeal to the courts,
he believes. Dickinson says
attempts t o  settle the  issue
through a  bi-racial commit-
tee meeting w i th  the school
board, have failed.

The mayor contends t h a t
the school  board  t r i e d  t o
side-step the issue, refusing
to accept i t s  responsibility,
and widened the breach be-
tween whites and blacks, not
only i n  Sou th  Dade,  b u t
throughout the county.

Homestead c o m m u n i t y
leaders believe the town had
made great strides in  break-
ing d o w n  r a c i a l  barr iers.
Many a r e  convinced t h a t
Odell Johns, spokesman f o r
the black protest, is waging a
personal vendetta because he
was crowded out o f  the bail
bond business i n  Homestead
and Florida City.

RECORDS i n  Homestead
and Florida C i t y  show that
Johns st i l l  writes bonds and
is licensed to  do business. A
resident of Goulds, Johns is a
successful businessman w i th
an insurance agency in  Per-
rine and  rental property i n
the Goulds-Perrine area.

Dickinson sa id  h e  hopes
Johns' group w i l l  also urge
school board action on  t h e
issue t o  take i t  before the
courts.
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School Name Dispute
Action Is Demanded
`Rebels,'
Race
At Issue

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Homestead c o u n c i l m e n
Monday called f o r  "positive
action" by  the Dade County
School Board t o  reach " a
definite conclusion" o n  t h e
South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
Confederacy symbolism con-
troversy.

The resolution claims " the
situation has had, i s  having
and wil l  have, i f  permitted to
continue, a detrimental effect
upon t h e  l ives, safety and
welfare of the citizens of this
community and its environs."
An 'ear ly  decision ( b y  t he
board) would prove of  bene-
fi t  not only to the students of
South Dade High School, but
to a l l  citizens o f  this area,"
the resolution further states.

Earlier in the meeting, the
council received a resolution
from the Homestead Commu-
nity Relations Board asking
Homestead, Florida City, the
Florida C i t y  C o m m u n i t y
Relations B o a r d  a n d  t h e
Dade C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y
Relations Board to "meet and
reach a definite decision" on
the issue. Homestead C R B
Chairman John McLean said
the Everglades National Park
Human Relations Committee
also supports the  plan and
has advised the school board.

THE CRB chairman intro-
duced Mrs. I da  Mae Robin-
son who  said many o f  the
people in  the Negro commu-
nity are concerned w i th  the
way the  problem has been
handled. She told the council
that e i g h t  persons  h a v e
signed a  statement favoring
i m m e d i a t e  School Board
action. She said a t  least 30
more persons from the black
community w i l l  sign. "What
is happening in  our commu-
nity is not the way to handle
the problem," Mrs. Robinson
stated.

Growing tensions between
whites a n d  b l a c k s  h a v e
caused many  o f  t h e  b lack
students at South Dade High
School t o  transfer t o  Mays
High School. A bi-racial com-
mittee, appointed t o  w o r k
with t h e  school board  t o
settle the Rebel dispute, has
failed t o  come u p  w i t h  a
solution.

CONCERNED PA R E N T S
Organization, m a d e  u p  o f
parents o f  South Dade stu-
dents o r  pupils who attend
feeder schools i n  the South
Dade High network, adopted
a resolution last week calling
for a school board settlement
of the problem.

CPO p res iden t  To m m y
Dolar said a  decision o f  the
board, i f  opposed, c a n  h e
appealed to  the courts, thus
taking the burden of  settling
the problem off the shoulders
of parents who are emotion-
ally involved in the conflict.



By VIRGINIA AMENDT
Homestead City Council call-

ed on the Dade school board to
reach a definite conclusion on
the South Dade High School
Rebel symbols controversy, i n
a resolution adopted unan i -
mously Monday night.

The Council also received a
similar resolution from the ci-
ty's Community Relat ions
Board, adopted b y  the CRB
Friday.

Both pointed to the detrimen-
tal effect which failure by the
school board to take a firm pol-
icy stand on the symbols d i s-
pute is having on the Greater
Homestead community.

The controversy, provoked
when black students at  South
Dade demanded the Confeder-
ate symbols be dropped as de-
rogatory reminders of slavery,
has had the community in tur-
moil for weeks.

Mrs. Ida Mae Robinson o  f
527 SW Sixth Terrace attended
the Council meeting and spoke
up in support of the Community
Relations Board resolution, add-
ing that she had backing o f
some 30 others in Homestead's
Negro community in a call for
action by the school board.

Mayor W i l l i a m  Dickinson
welcomed M r s .  Robinson's
statements as "the first indica-
tion we've had officially" that
black parents feel school board
"vacillation" on the question is
detrimental to the community.

The call for a firm s c h o o l
board policy decision is e  v
deuce of a growing feeling that
this is the only way an orderly
outcome to the dispute can be
reached. A  bi-racial parents
committee failed after several
meetings to reach any compro-
mise.

By Council, CRB

Act Now In Rebel
Fuss, Board Urged

Once the school board acts,
its ruling can be formally pro-
tested in an  orderly fashion,
such as through the courts, by
any group or individual object-
ing to the ruling, it's p o i n ted
out.

Meanwhile, there are signs
that racial tension has relaxed
— for the time being at least
— following the transfer t  h e
end of last week of most of the
black students at South D a d e
High, at their parents' request,
to all - Negro Mays High pend-
ing a solution of the symbols
dispute.

One such sign came when the
City Council voted M o n d a y
night to table two proposals by
City Manager Olaf Pearson, for
establishing a volunteer r  e-
serve police force for the city
and for purchasing $5,000 worth
of riot control equipment f  o r
the police department. P e a r -
son left town Friday for a two-
week vacation in Michigan, and
the Council voted to table ac-
tion on the proposals until his
return.

Both recommendations were
prompted in part by a potential-
exnlosive racial situation a n d
Pearson said when he disclosed
lv explosive racial situation and
,the proposals a week ago that
he milicipated s w i f t  Council
approval.



Let Kids Sol e
School Ills, Panel

By SUSAN MILLER
Herald Staff Writer

Student problems are best
solved by the students them-
selves wi thout  outside pres-
sures, a  panel o f  three Dade
high school principals agreed
Tuesday.

Speaking a t  a  seminar on
human relations f o r  school
administrators, Sou th  Dade
Principal H o w a r d  Crabtree
predicted h is  students could
have resolved t h e  present
controversy over the school's
symbols i f  parents and oth-
ers had remained out o f  the
conflict.

"The s t u d e n t  i n f l uence
was broken b y  the commu-

n i t y  pressure,"  C rab t ree
said.

HE INDICATED there can
be n o  immediate solut ion
now regardless o f  whether
South Dade keeps o r  aban-
dons i t s  nickname, Rebels,
and its school song, "Dixie."
"Because n o  m a t t e r  w h a t
decision i s  made, i t ' s  n o t
going to  be accepted by one
group o r  t he  other,"  Crab-
tree added.

Miami E d i s o n  P r i nc ipa l
William Duncan gave much
of the credit to solving black
students' requests last spring
for more  representation i n
school activities t o  h is  stu-
dent body's will ingness t o
cooperate.

The student influence was
broken by community pressure'

Howard Crabtree
Principal

South Dade High School

"Kids o f  both races want
the best for their school," he
said.

*  *  *

cipal Samuel 0 .  Cohen said
one o f  m a i n  a i m s  i s  t o
change old patterns of Negro
teachers being strict authori-

Miami Northwestern Prin- t a r i a n s  w i t h  black students,

because " n o w  w e  have a
generation f i l led w i t h  disbe-
lief a n d  distrust. W e  a r e
faced with them not listening
to us, so we have to listen to
them and let them do more."

THE PANEL took a  frank
look a t  ind iv idual  schoo l
problems — past and present
— in an effort to keep future
problems from developing.

"The more  teachers y o u
have, who are interested i n
finding out what students are
thinking, the better you are,"
Duncan advised.

He recommended schoo l
personnel hire teachers, who
can be  "absolutely f a i r "  i n
dealing with students regard-
less of race or religion.

W h i t  e teachers shou ld
avoid calling a Negro student
"boy," Cohen said. " I  can get
away wi th i t  where a  white
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teacher can ' t , "  h e  added.
"Learn their names fast."

WHILE SOUTH DADE and
Edison have had inter-racial
problems Northwestern i s
facing pressure from a Black
Power segment o f  i t s  s tu -
dents and parents t o  make
the school's faculty 100 per
cent black, according to  Co-
hen. Presently, white teach-
ers a t  the a l l -Negro school
comprise about 15 per  cent
of the staff.

Crabtree called f o r  teach-
ers and principals to develop
means o f  teaching students
to t h i n k  independent ly
"without being accused b y
parents of brainwashing."



2 Police Forces
Screen Applicants
A Flor ida C i ty  police re -

cruit began training a t  t he
Dade County police academy,
this w e e k  a n d  patro lman
Maurice Boley withdrew his
resignation, leaving the  de-
partment short one man.

In Homestead, only six o f
eleven appl icants qual i f ied
for acceptance by the depart-
ment th is  week. Tests were
given to f i l l  six new openings
and to replace three officers
resigning t o  take jobs w i t h
the D a d e  C o u n t y  Schools
security division.

Both l o c a l  departments
have author ized p a y  i n -
creases f o r  a l l  ratings, b u t
the pay  scale o f  other de-
partments i n  t h e  c o u n t y

•makes t h e  Homestead a n d
Florida City jobs less attrac-
tive.

THE N E W  Flor ida C i t y

t r a i n e e  i s  Marshal l  D .
Brooks, 27, o f  648 NW First
Street. He is a  recently dis-
charged A i r  Force veteran.
Police Ch ie f  W i l l i e  Fasulo
says he is sti l l  looking for a
Negro officer to f i l l  a  recent-
ly created posit ion o n  t h e
department.

In the case o f  Homestead
and Florida City, there have
been more  applicants t h a n
positions available, b u t  t o o
many, men failed t o  quali fy
for var ious reasons. B o t h
departments d e c l i n e d  t o
comment o n  reasons f o r
rejecting applicants.

The off icers leav ing t h e
H o m e s t e a d  Department,
Eugene McAl l is ter,  Ve r n o n
Jackson and  Jer ry  Dodson,
are veterans with a combined
service o f  over 30 years on
the Homestead departments.

Florida City Raps
Board 'Inaction'

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

Florida C i t y  added  i t s
backing Tuesday to  a  grow-
ing South Dade drive urging
immediate a c t i o n  b y  t h e
Dade County School Board
to decide t h e  South Dade
High School "Rebel" contro-
versy.

A resolution adopted b y
the city commission says the
school board by  i ts  inaction
has caused the split between
blacks a n d  whi tes  o f  t h e
community. L ike  resolutions
adopted b y  Homestead, t he
Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion, the Homestead Commu-
nity Relations Board and the
H o m e s t e a d -South D a d e
Chamber of Commerce, Flor-
ida C i t y  puts responsibility
squarely o n  t h e  Board ' s

shoulders and  insists o n  a
ruling.

In o t h e r  act ion,  F lor ida
City adopted a  l o t -clearing
ordinance t o  force clearing
of overgrown and  t rash-la-
den p roper ty.  F a i l u r e  t o
clean u p  unsightly grounds
will bring the property own-
er a  b i l l  f rom the c i t y  and
eventually a lien i f  the owner
refuses to pay.

A c iv i l  service ordinance,
up fo r  third and f inal read-
ing, was tabled fo r  the sec-
ond time for further study in
a commission work session.



Let Kids Solve H"/:/1-213-3
School Ills, Panel Says

By SUSAN MILLER
Herald Staff Writer

Student problems are best
solved by the students them-
selves wi thout  outside pres-
sures, a  panel o f  three Dade
high school principals agreed
Tuesday.

Speaking a t  a  seminar on
human relations f o r  school
administrators, Sou th  Dade
Principal H o w a r d  Crabtree
predicted h is  students could
have resolved t h e  present
controversy over the school's
symbols i f  parents and oth-
ers had remained out o f  the
conflict.

"The s t u d e n t  i n f l uence
was broken b y  the commu-

n i t  y pressure," C rab t ree
said.

HE INDICATED there can
be n o  immediate solut ion
now regardless o f  whether
South Dade keeps o r  aban-
dons i t s  nickname, Rebels,
and its school song, "Dixie."
"Because n o  m a t t e r  w h a t
decision i s  made, i t ' s  n o t
going to  be accepted by one
group o r  t he  other,"  Crab-
tree added.

Miami E d i s o n  P r i nc i pa l
William Duncan gave much
of the credit to solving black
students' requests last spring
for more  representation i n
school activities t o  h is  stu-
dent body 's  will ingness t o
cooperate.

`The student influence was
broken by community pressure'

Howard Crabtree
Principal

South Dade High School

"Kids o f  both races want
the best for their school," he
said.

Miami Northwestern Prin-

*  *  *

cipal Samuel 0 .  Cohen said
one o f  m a i n  a i m s  i s  t o
change old patterns of Negro
teachers being strict authori-
tarians w i t h  black students,

because " n o w  w e  have a
generation f i l led w i t h  disbe-
lief a n d  distrust. W e  a r e
faced with them not listening
to us, so we have to listen to
them and let them do more."

THE PANEL took a  frank
look a t  ind iv idual  schoo l
problems — past and present
— in an effort to keep future
problems from developing.

"The more  teachers y o u
have, who are interested i n
finding out what students are
thinking, the better you are,"
Duncan advised.

He recommended schoo l
personnel hire teachers, who
can be  "absolutely f a i r "  i n
dealing with students regard-
less of race or religion.

W h i t e  teachers shou ld
avoid calling a Negro student
"boy," Cohen said. " I  can get
away wi th  i t  where a  white

teacher can ' t , "  h e  added.
"Learn their names fast."

WHILE SOUTH DADE and
Edison have had inter-racial
problems Northwestern i s
facing pressure from a Black
Power segment o f  i t s  s tu -
dents and parents t o  make
the school's faculty 100 per
cent black, according to  Co-
hen. Presently, white teach-
ers a t  the  a l l -Negro school
comprise about 15 per  cent
of the staff.

Crabtree called f o r  teach-
ers and principals to develop
means o f  teaching students
to t h i n k  independent ly
"without being accused b y
parents of brainwashing."
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PROTESTOR carries sign i n  mothers'
march in front of News Leader this morning,
staged after newspaper carried account of
another black mother's appearance before

Over Council Statement

Homestead City Council. Protest marchers
said the woman, Mrs. Ida Robinson, doesn't
speak for black community.

—Staff Photo by Ed Oberlies

Blacks Lodge Protest
At Newspaper Office

About a dozen black mothers school  board to make a deci-
staged a short protest march in s i o n  on the South Dade H i g h
front of the News Leader office School Rebel symbol question
in Homestead this morning, in wh i ch  has had the community
objection to  statements b  y s t i r red  up for weeks. She  told
Mrs. Ida Mae Robinson, anoth- t h e  Council she had spoken
er black mother, made before w i t h  many other black parents
the Homestead C i ty  Council w h o  shared her feelings t h a t
Monday night and printed i n  t h e  school board should reach
Tuesday's News Leader. a n  early decision on the contro-

l .  Mr Robinson appeared be- vers ia l  issue.
fore he Council to endorse a  T h e  protesting mothers c a r-
Co u n i t y  Relations B o a r d  r i e d  signs bearing slogans.
r e s o l u I R M I W A I M M I N S I . I d a R ± b -

inson doesn't speak for t  h e
black community." 'School
board decision on Nov. 6." "No
Uncle Tom can speak for us,
the black mothers." " W  e
speak f o r  ourselves. T h e
whites cannot pick anyone for
us." " W e  will not force t  h e
board to make a decision f  o r
us."

Odell Johns and Mrs. Thom-
asina Hunter, who organized
the brief protest march, said it
wes not aimed against T  h e
News Leader. T h i s  p  a p e r,
as well as the Miami Herald,
carried reports the  following
day about Mrs. Robinson's ap-
pearance before the City Coun-
cil.

The Council also adopted a
resolution Monday night urging
the school board to act, as the
continuing dispute was detri-
mental to the community. Since
the dispute erupted about two 4
months ago when black s  t u-
dents at South Dade High de-
manded removal of the Rebel
symbols as derogatory remind-
ers of slavery, the school board
has failed to adopt any policy
on whether to let the symbols
remain or order them banned.

.lohns said "We don't think
the board should be pushed in-
to a  decision. W e ' v e  made
plans to appear before t  h e
hoard on Nov. 6."

School Superintendent Dr. Ed-
ward Whigham is scheduled to
present his recommendation on
the symbols mat te r  to  the
board on that date. However,
the board won't take any ac-
tion on the recommendation un-
til its next meeting two weeks
later — in line with its rules of
procedure that no policy mat-
ter is  discussed unt i l  t h e
meeting after the one at which
it is presented.



It's A Question
Of 'Democracy'

Editor, The News Leader:
In regard t o  the issue a t

South Dade High, i t  seems t o
me that if a survey were taken
throughout the south, hundreds
of schools using Confederate
symbols would not want to do
away with them either. L i k e
here i n  Falls Church a  n d
northern Virginia.

Many of the students are de-
scendants o f  Confederate sol-
diers. E v e n  Frank McIlwain's
(of Homestead) father was a t
the Battle of Bull Run when the
men stood like a "stone wall"
with General Jackson. " M r .
Mac" said his father was shot
three times in the face during
the battle.

Around Fredericksburg, Va.,
where the large battles w e r e
held, as many as 15,000 men
were killed. Many  gravestones
are inscribed with CSA signify-
ing that the deceased w a s  a
soldier f o r  t h e  Confederate
States of America.

These symbols are held dear

to these people! N o w  when
someone comes forth with the
idea to the effect that all that
was all bad and we should do
away with them, they certainly
will h a v e  a  f ight o n  their
hands!

At J.E.B. Stuart High here in
Falls Church, the custom dur-
ing a football game is to fire a
huge Civil War cannon when
J. E. B. Stuart makes a touch-
down! Anyone who is offend-
ed at  the sound o f  "Dix ie"
would probably "commit s  u i-
cicle" when they hear t h a t
thing go off!

If anyone asks this school to
do away with their Confederate
symbols (which would also be
their name) the answer would
surely be "over their d e  a d
body!"

If I  understand i t  correctly,
the school voted to keep these
symbols with vote count r  u n-
ning about 90 per cent yes t o
10 per cent no. Therefore the
subject of symbols should n o t
be brought up again! T  h e
whole question is whether o  r
not DEMOCRACY shall prevail
at South Dade High!

Now, w e  l i v e  just outside
Washington D. C .  which i  s
"riot country." T h e y  h a v e
had four nights of i t  in t  h e
last few days!

I say any group that can win
an issue with a 10 per cent mi-
nority vote and a  left-handed
threat of riots is like the story
of the poker player who won
the hand because he held two
fours and a .44!

If this .situation was in r  e-
verse, i t  would beh000ve t  h e
whites to respect the vote count
also!

ORVAL M. IRWIN
Falls Church, Ara.



Hedzo 0  / o / 2 -co

0
S

L IFE  W I T H  L A R R Y  T H O M P S O N

`Dixie' Was Fairly Won
MY GRANDFATHER,

Robert Thompson, saw
Abraham Lincoln twice
and shook hands w i th
him once. U n t i l  h i s
death, i n  h is  90s, t he
memory o f  those t w o

occasions was hallowed to him.
Born in Allegheny County, Pa., he served with

the Army of the Potomac throughout the Civil War.
During those years he rose to the high rank of corpo-
ral. His older brother was killed in  the battle o f
Winchester, his parents were dead, and at the end of
the war he was literally without home or family. He
went to  Kansas where he worked hard, married,
raised a large family and argued loud and long for his
opinions, of which he had many.

When he couldn't find anybody to argue with,
Grandpaw would write letters to the editor. It  got so
he was such a frequent contributor that The Manhat-
tan Mercury carried his letters as a regular feature. I
guess he was the first columnist, in our family.

I recently came across an old clipping, on
browning and crisp paper. It was one of my grand-
father's letters in The Mercury, and it was about Lin-
coln and the song "Dixie." Grandpaw would be
amused, and delighted, I  am sure, to know that his
recollections are being quoted by his grandson in
1968.

"After Lee surrendered," he wrote, "our regi-
ment was stationed at Fort Ethan Allen, Virginia.

"They were going to serenade Lincoln on account
of the good news, and our band was going so quite a
number of us took French leave and went to the sere-
nade.

"It seemed that all the bands in and around
Washington were there, and after patriotic band mu-
sic for some time, the President appeared and thanked
them and said that he had consulted the attorney gen-
eral and he decided that 'Dixie' was ours and fairly
won. He asked the band to give us a turn on it.

"The Marine band led off, the other bands joined
in, and with their souls ablaze with the fire of victory,
they played Dixie as it never was played before and

• perhaps never will be played again.
"It brought forth tears as well as cheers.
"Although i t  occurred 66 years ago, i t  was a

happy moment in my life and is still fresh in my mem-
ory. 'God bent the strenuous heavens and came down
and made a man to fill the mortal need and gave us
Lincoln.'

"His name is revered by al l  lovers o f  liber-
ty . . ."

CPO Plans
Trip To
School Board

C o n c e r n e d  P a r e n t s
Organization is chartering bues
to the Nov. 6  school board
neeting at which Rebel symbols
and names for South Dade High
School will be discussed.

That i s  the date on which
School Sup t .  D r .  Edward
Whigham is to present to the
board a resolution spelling out
Dade school policy on the use
Of names and symbols that
could be demeaning or insulting
to any student.

CPO officials today urged all
members, associate members
and friends t o  a t t e n d  the
meeting, which begins at 1 p.m.
in the Lindsay Hopkins Building
at 1410 NE Second Ave., Miami.

They anticipate that several
hundred will reserve bus space
at $3.50 per person, in addition
to those using their own cars
for the trip.

The CPO h a s  waged a n
organized campaign to keep the
school's R,ebel nickname, song
Dixie, Confederate battle flag,
Johnny -  Reb -  type band
uniforms, Rebel Review school
newspaper name, and colors

• blue and gray — symbols to
which an organization of black
students object strenuously and
demand they be changed.

Deadline for reserving seats
on the chartered buses is noon
Saturday. Reservations a r e
being accepted by Ellie Peeples,
247-7909; Esther Peeples, 247-
4994, and M. T.  Caldwell, 247-
7312.
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Love Will Conquer All

Editor, The News Leader:

! P I T  o the concerned people, bothwhite and black, of South Dade:
I have read the newspaper

until my eyes hurt and I  have
not read a  true statement yet
from either side about South
Dade.

The whites have been calling
the blacks militant, communist,
etc. The blacks have been
calling the whites racists. The
whites say the blacks are full
of hate and evil. The blacks
say the same about the white.

When I  sit and listen to this
sort of  thing I  wonder what
is love, I  wonder where are the
people w h o  c a l l  themselves
Christians (and that means to
be l ike Christ). Believe me,.
Christ got more done by loving
than anyone did by hating.

One port ion o f  t h e  Bible
reads "Come l e t  u s  reason
together." Why  can' t  people
learn to put ideas together and
they wi l l  surely work. I f  you
put your idea with my idea we
will have two ideas, and we
are a  step ahead. But, i f  you
use all  of your ideas and say
mine are no good you are going
backward. Why can't something
be taken out and something put
in and everyone awa i t  t h e
result?

I will tell you why. Because
both, whi te and  black, a r e
talking love and are not living
it. When you love someone you
can so very easily work with
them. I  am so glad I  have
enough love f o r  everyone —
even my enemy.

We are not  heroes o f  the

Bible, but the Bible is repeating
itself.

If God, who needs none o f
us, loved us so much that he
made a  world, made us, put
us in it, gave us dominion over
it and then gave his Son as
ransom for our sins after we
messed i t  up, surely we can
live together in it, in peace.

Who is  t o  say who is  the

greatest when we were all made
from one Adam and one Eve?
So, you see, we are hating our
sisters and brothers when we
hate each other.

So, le t  us love one another
and work together instead of
hating and fighting each other.

I hope you all  wil l  get the
message.

W. A .  B .

Parents to Be Bused
To School Board Meet

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau Chief

The Dade County School Board will play to a full
house o f  South Dade Residents when i t  meets next
week.

Chartered buses w i l l  haul members of  the Con-
cerned Parents Organization t o  the board meeting.
The CPO, in a show of strength, wil l  back a resolution
asking the board to decide the controversial "Rebel"
issue at South Dade High School.

Resolutions urging a school board decision have
come from the Homestead City Council, Florida City
Commission, the  Chamber o f  Commerce and other
groups. Several Negro groups have also added their
voices to the appeal.

The round tr ip to the Lindsey Hopkins building
will cost $3.50 for each person taking the bus.

The demand f o r  a  change o f  the Confederate
symbolism a t  the high school north o f  Homestead,
Was started b y  a  group o f  Negro students. When
school officials failed to take immediate action, par-
ents of South Dade High School students began orga-
nizing to find a solution.

A bi-racial committee was organized t o  meet
with the school board for a try at a compromise. The
committee gave up after several meetings failed to
show progress.

CPO President Tommy Dolar told his group that
a school board decision would be subject to appeal in
the courts. He said the CPO Executive Committee
believes the controversy is one best decided in a court
of law, i f  the board decision is  not  satisfactory to
either side.

Only a  handful o f  Negro students remain a t
South Dade High School. About  90 percent trans-
ferred to Mays High School in Goulds, when the in-
ter-racial discussions bogged down. Leaders o f  the
black students say those who transferred w i l l  no t
return to South Dade as long as the school keeps its
"Rebel" image.

The school board wi l l  meet Nov. 6. Dr. Edward
Whigam, superintendent o f  schools, i s  expected t o
present a resolution of board policy on use of names
and symbols in Dade County schools.



GUEST EDITORIALS: Two Views

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Printed
below is an editorial f  r o m
"The Florida Alligator," stu-
dent newspaper at the Uni-
versity o f  Florida, and  a
companion piece Of dissent
lrom its news editor on t  h e
"Dixie" controversy. B o t h
are reprinted for those read-
ers who might be interested.)
Let's keep "Dixie."
The charges that this tradi-

tional fight song a t  southern
universities is  "racist" border
on the absurd.

"Dixie" is, plain and simple,
a song about the proud heri-
tage of a genteel people. I t  is
a song about stubbornness, de-
feat and ultimate rising u  p
again of the South. I t  is a song

Let's Keep 'Dixie'
about a culture that died when
hundreds of  thousands of men
were felled in  a  war between
brothers.

There are those who argue
that "Dixie" conjures up tra-
gic memories in the history of
the South, reminders of the day
when the South was ruled by a
wealthy, landed gentry, an ar-
istocracy born with the blood,
sweat, tears and broken bodies
of black people.

True. L e t  none dispute that
slavery — dastardly and inhu-
mane though it  was — w  a s
very much a part of the South's
heritage.

True. B l a c k  men who were
kidnapped from Mica and sold
into bondage to the highest bid-

der built the sprawling cotton
plantations of the ante-bellum
South.

But slavery was only part of
the South.

The South has a n  enduring
image of gentility and chivalry.
Courtesy, friendliness, hospital-
ity, warmth — they too, were
part of the South. Education, in
the arts, music, letters, was of
primary concern to  the par-
ents — both white and black —
of the South.

Perhaps the most significant
heritage of the Sotuh is her peo-
ple's pride.

For all  that was rotten and
decadent in the old. South, h e
had cultural attributes of which
her people should w e l l  be

* *  *  *  *  *  *  *
Let's Dump 'Dixie'

Today the Florida Alligator
is running an editorial favoring
continued inclusion of the song
"Dixie" as part of the OF Ga-
tor Band repertoire. T h e  de-
cision was duly made in an ed-
itorial board meeting with only
one dissenting vote. Mine.

Part of the rationale accom-
panying the decision was that
"Dixie" stands for  much that
is good in Southern tradition;
that by logical extension, a  n y
number of songs might be sim-
ilarly excluded; that, since the
majority of students seem t o
want "D ix ie , "  t h e  majority
should hold sway.

Some good reasons. B u t  not
good enough, I  think.

It's a pity that, of all the is-

sues t o  wh i ch  the Alligator
might usefully contribute, t  h e
Alligator chose the patronage
of a tradition i t  can i l l  afford
to support.

It is true that there is much
good in Southern tradition. Un-
fortunately, the good is poorly
represented by a song that, for
all it 's innocence of language,
served as the rallying cry for a
movement that was not  only
racist and divisive, but also led
to the needless death of m i 1-
lions of Americans.

The good that was part o  f
the Southern tradition concern-
ed the virtues of chivalry, gen-
tility, courage. B u t  those vir-
tues were woven on a loom o f
blind, prejudiced aristocracy.

That was Dixie.
It is true that, by extension,

a great deal of purely inoffen-
sive material might be purged.
from the ranks of both music
and literature. B u t  that ex-
tension works equally well i  n
the opposite direction. W e
might become so callous t  o
what is hurtful and distasteful
that what we do finally appeals
to only a plurality and not a
complete majority. I n  b o t h
cases discretion and sensitivity
must mark our boundaries.

It is finally true that the ma-
jority voice must be well heed-
ed. B u t  a respected historical
interpretation o  f democracy
calls for  "the greatest g o o d
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proud.
After the war, the people of

the South, both black and white,
had to begin rebuilding t h e i r
society. F r o m  the broken and
twisted body of the old South,
a new South was slowly and
painfully built by blacks a  n d
whites together.

There should be no shame or
humiliation in that.

But shame, humiliation, prej-
udice, racism, man's hatred of
other men can be found in any-
thing i f  suspicious people
search long and hard.

Because "Dixie" symbolizes
the heritage of the South — the
whole South — the Gator Band
should play the song loudly.

And proudly.

for the greatest number." I t
is with considerable care that
we should elect to prefer what
is to us a cheerful melody, a
pride of  geographical location,
when to others i t  holds four
hundred years of heartbreak, a
song which breeds resentment
in whose to whom its cheerful
spirit is obviously not meant to
apply.

In the best of the Southern
tradition and in a decent mea-
sure of humanity, we would do
well to hold to what i s  good
and reject what is selectively
painful.

Or, Hell no, they won't for-
get either.

JAMES COOK
NEWS EDITOR



U.S. Fund Halt
Asked in School
Symbol Hassle

By JIM BUCHANAN  A N D  SUSAN M I L L E R
Herald S ta f f  Wr i t e r s

The U.S. Depar tment  o f  Heal th ,  Educat ion  a n d
Welfare was asked Fr iday to  ha l t  a l l  federal funds t o
Dade County  schools un t i l  South Dade H igh  School 's
controversial s y m b o l s  a r e  " p e r m a n e n t l y  r e m o v e d "
f rom the school.

The request was made b y  Odel l  T.  Johns, presi-
dent o f  t h e  B lack  Parents o f  Sou th  Dade, a n d  f o u r
parent  members i n  a  l e t t e r  sent  t o  H E W  Secretary
Wi lbu r  J. Cohen.

JOHNS A L S O  sen t  a  compan ion  l e t t e r  t o  U .S .
At to rney  General Ramsey C la rk  seeking " t h e  imme-
diate commencement o f  legal ac t ion "  against  Dade's
School Board  " t o  e l im ina te  t h e  den ia l  o f  t h e  equa l
protect ion of  the laws."

Copies o f  the let ters were  del ivered t o  members
of  the press by Johns' at torney,  Robert S. Kaufman.

The Black Parents group
have led the f ight t o  change
South Dade High's nickname,
band uni forms a n d  school
song charging that the sym-
bols a r e  discriminatory t o
black students enrolled in the
school.

THE T W O -MONTH-OLD
controversy has resulted in a
voluntary transfer o f  more
than 100 of South Dade's 130
Negro students t o  a l l -Negro
Mays High and has split the
black and white communities
of the area.

In his request to stop fed-
eral f u n d s  t o  a l l  D a d e
schools, J o h n s  denounced
South Dade High's nickname
of "Rebels," i ts  Confederate
band uniforms and its school
song —  " t h e  Confederate
government national anthem

" —  a s  symbols o f
"an insurrectionary force o r
government .  .  .  o f  slavery
and oppression .  .  .  o f  sec-
ond-class citizenship."

Odell Johns
. .  .  ha l t  funds

is L .  1.)
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JOHNS ALSO charged that
Dade's• school boa rd  " h a s
adamantly refused t o  t ake
action to remove such offen-
sive symbols, t h u s  forc ing
most black students to with-
draw f rom th is  high school
and enroll i n  a  black segre-
gated h i gh  school approxi-
mately 10 miles distant with-
out bus facilities being pro-
vided."

In ca l l ing  f o r  a  federal
legal ac t ion against school
b o a rd  members ,  J o h n s
claimed t h a t  "unwillingness
of t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  school
board" to resolve South Dade
High's symbol dispute "has
caused rac i a l  tension a n d
mass arming o f  parents and
others on both sides" o f  the
issue.

SCHOOL BOARD Attorney
George C .  Bo l l es  t e r m e d
Johns' a c t i o n  "premature"
since the problem " is  under
consideration by the board at
this time." The school board
will m e e t  Wednesday t o
adopt po l ic ies  considering
the symbols, Bolles added.

School off icials a l s o  e x -
pressed confidence t ha t  the
letters would n o t  endanger
D a d e  's approximately $ 4
m i l l i o n  appropriation i n
HEW funds.

When t h e  S o u t h  D a d e
High controversy erupted,
board members t r ied t o  l e t
the area parents and students
solve t h e  problem b y  a p -
pointing a  bi-racial commit-
tee t o  f i n d  a  compromise
solution.
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But Uniforms, Flags Must  Go a t  South Dade

'Rebel' Nickname
0- Allowed to Stand

CrKt 4-1 c 4

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Wr i te r

South Dade H igh  School
can keep i t s  "Rebel" n ick-
name bu t  has t o  dump i t s
confederate b a n d  uni forms
and the confederate flag and
stop playing "Dixie."

The compromise i n  t h e
racial controversy, which has
kept the school and commu-
nity i n  a  turmoil since A u -
gust, was made —  a t  least
on paper —  b y  the School
Board Wednesday.

However, n e i t h e r  w h i t e
nor b l a c k  p a r e n t s  w h o
packed t h e  b o a r d  r o o m
would say i f  they wi l l  abide
by the  board's decision o r
fight it.

THE COMPROMISE was
recommended b  y S c h o o l
Supt. D r.  Edward L .  Whig -
ham, who sought to end the
weeks of wrangling which a
specially constituted bi-racial
group h a s  been unable t o
solve.

The recommendation, ac -
companied b y  a  p l ea  f o r
understanding on the part of
both blacks and whites, was
approved by a 5-2 vote.

Ted Slack Jr. and Holmes
Braddock voted against it.

Slack said he felt that part
of the recommendation, spe-
cifically t h a t  w h i c h  d e a l t
with the playing of  "Dixie,"
was too vague and indefinite
to be useful.

"WE H AV E  decided w e
think we  know what's best
and w e  are going t o  make
them do it,  by God," he said.

Braddock said t h e  board
was being cal led upon  t o
make a "moral judgment" on
"what's wrong  a n d  what 's
right."

‘Y? E .  i r t o  L k &
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lem. A r r  overwhelmingly
white majority student body
voted to keep the symbols.

Black students and parents
refused t o  accept the  one-
sided election and appeared
before the board again.

The settlement stipulates
the school i s  t o  get  money
f o r n e w  n o n -confederate
band uniforms t o  be  avail-
able n e x t  September. S t u -
dents and staff members are
to work out the design.

The schoo l  c a n ,  i f  i t
chooses, design its own flag,
but cannot use the confeder-
ate flag as a school symbol.

THE NICKNAME "Rebel,"
and use o f  the  colors blue
and gray can be retained.

The m o s t  controversia l
portion o f  Whigham's corn-
promise arose over when the
song "Dixie" can o r  cannot
be played.

The f i n a l  in terpretat ion
was t h a t  D ix ie  cannot b e
used as a pep song at rallies,
athletic e v e n t s  o r  o t h e r
school act ivi t ies. Howeve r
the band, a t  i ts own discre-
tion, can play the piece as a
march, i n  concert o r  as an
incidental piece o f  music i n
programs n o t  designed a s
pep meetings.

The board also approved,
on f i r s t  reading, a  county-
Wide policy prohibiting any
school f r om  using symbols
which reflect in a derogatory
manner upon the race, rel i-

Turn to Page 2C, Col. I

met unsuccessfully several
times to reach a compromise.

Two weeks ago, a t  thei r
own request, 95  black stu-
dents voluntarily transferred
out o f  South Dade and en-
rolled at  the all-Negro Mays
High School.

Wednesday, after adopting
the compromise, t he  board
gave the black students lee-
way t o  t ransfer  b a c k  t o
South Dade or  finish out the
year at Mays.

Clergymen o f  three differ-
ent fa i ths appeared before
the board Wednesday to urge
it to take a stand and reject
the symbols that were splin-
tering the community.

DR. JOSEPH Narot, presi-
dent of the American Jewish
Committee, said the symbols
had come to  mean rejection
and oppression to the blacks.

F a t h e r  D a v i d  Russell,
executive d i rec to r  o f  t h e
Human Relations Board o f
the Catholic Archdiocese o f
Miami, told the board i t  was
its "responsibility to see that
nothing is  allowed t o  inter-
fere with education."

"This is not a problem for
the students t o  handle," he
said.

.Bishop James Duncan o f
the Episcopal Diocese o f
South Florida said the "time
has come to take the decision
in your own hands whether
you l i k e  i t  o r  no t .  Those
things wh ich  a r e  offensive
must be put away."

WHITE PARENTS, mem-
bers o f  the Concerned Par-
ents Organization, asked the
board to keep the symbols.

Jack Levy, spokesman fo r
the group, said the symbols
were simply being used as a
"front" f o r  a  "d is turb ing 1
element in the school."

"Taking away the symbols
won't solve the  problems,"
he said.

Odell Johns,  spokesman
for t h e  b lacks,  t o l d  t h e
board, "We, the parents o f
South Dade  unequivocably
refuse to  peacefully co-exist
or compromise with the cor-
rosive evils of racist symbol-
ism."

Riot Gear
Is Checked

Homestead Po l ice  C h i e f
Emmet Snider h a s  looked
over r io t  control equipment
to be purchased for the local
police department, City Man-
ager Olaf Pearson said.

The C i t y  Council, earl ier
this week, approved a $5,000
request for the special police
tools. Pearson asked the city
to buy a half-dozen recoilless
automatic shotguns, armored
v e s t  s, specia l  chemicals,
other automatic weapons and
two-way alert radios.

The city manager said
riot control equipment sh
be i n  the  police arsenal
case of civil disorder. He
several groups, recently
ganized i n  South Dade
"girding f o r  action," and,
trouble starts, the local
lice must be able t o  m
swiftly t o  protect lives
property.



Crisis Is ̀ Fact of Life'
For Dade School Boss

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Wr i te r

Nine months, one teacher
walkout and several student

, racial disputes af ter  becom-
ing Dade's school superinten-
dent, Dr.  Edward L .  Whig -
ham philosophically muses
that c r i s i s  s i tuat ions a r e
simply a "fact of life."

But h e  w i s h e s  t h i n g s
would s e t t l e  d o w n  l o n g
enough to permit the nation's
seventh largest school sys-
tem to get on wi th the main
business a t  hand —  educa-
tion.

Whigham's ' ' facts o f  l i fe "
include:

THE GROWTH o f  teacher
militancy, sharply accented
by the f i rst  statewide teach-
ers' walkout in history which
hit F lo r ida  a l m o s t  be fo re
Whigham was settled i n  his
new o f f i ce .  H e  s a w  h i s
responsibility then as "keep-
ing schools open."

He sees h is  responsibility
now a s  accepting "teacher
organizations as a fact of life
in ou r  society and learning
how t o  establish a  relation-
ship with them that does not
allow the educational system
or its purposes to be abused,
yet lets employes be heard."

THE STRUGGLE fo r  "hu-
man r ights" and i t s  accom-
panying bumpy road toward
school integration w i t h  i t s
constant r a c i a l  f l a re -ups ,
such as at Miami Edison and
south Dade High Schools.

"The r a c i a l  p rob lem i n
schools is part of the broader
problem i n  society, y e t  i t ' s
our responsibil ity t o  h a v e
our people —  teachers and
administrators —  learn  t o
understand w h y  people see
things as they do."

THE NECESSITY o f  com-
bining work to  handle short
term problems y e t  f ind ing
time for long range planning.

"We are continuing a staff
reorganization tha t  was be-
gun before I  t o o k  o v e r. "
Whigham succeeded former
school superintendent D r .
Joe Ha l l  las t  January af ter
serving a  three year appren-
ticeship as  deputy superin-
tendent.

`The same problems
and s a in e resources
would face any super-
intendent. T h e  o n l y
flexibility I have is the
design I  lake to  use
t h o s e  resources t o
solve the problems'

Edward Whighatn

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111i
The reorganization, b o t h

between and wi th in  depart-
ments, i s  designed t o  g ive
more la t i tude  i n  decis ion
making to the district offices
and t o  m a k e  t h e  e n t i r e
school administration a more
effective operating team.

THE PLANNING f o r  new
school construction plus the
headache o f  trying to deter-
mine how to finance an esti-
mated $160 million in needed

111111111111111111111
school buildings.

Added t o  t h e s e  m a j o r
"facts o f  l i fe"  which admit-
tedly take a lot  o f  time, are
the hundreds o f  dai ly prob-
lems connected w i t h  " t h e
continuing operation o f  a
school system f o r  230,000
youngsters."

Dade's highest paid public
servant appears to be weath-
ering the everyday problems

Turn to Page 2B, CoI. 5
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Incidents
Mar Parade;
Throw Rocks

Several incidents marred the
o t h e r w i s e  s u c c e s s f u l
homecoming and Veterans Day
parade which drew thousands
t o downtown homestead
Thursday night. Most occurred
after the parade was over.

Two white youths, Donald E.
William, 16, and Greg Mitchell,
15, were h i t  on the face by
rocks as they stood with South
D a d e' H igh  R e b e l  b a n d
members i n  b a c k  o f  t h e
Firestone Store on Washington
Avenue after the parade broke
up. They said their assailants
were Negro youths.

Williams had to have a stitch
taken on the side of  his face
which was cut by a rock.

One of the high school queen
candidates also was reported to
have been hit by a rock.

Homestead Junior High band
members reported they were
"harassed" b y  black youths
during part o f  the march, i n
a dimly l i t  area at  the lower
end o f  Washington A v e  —
despite the fact that there were
Negro students in the band. The
"harassment" r e p o r t e d l y
consisted o f  b l a c k  youths
moving in and out among the
marching band members, and
some pushing and shoving. A
Negro police officer dispersed
the trouble makers.

Vandals threw rocks through
the windows o f  two business
establishments, o n e  o n  S .
Krome Avenue and one on SW
Fourth Street, during the hour
following the parade, and a
third window on Krome Avenue,
was brirkeit by vandals flitting
it with a stick.

Students Guilty In Fight
Due Disciplinary Action

After Thursday's altercation
between w h i t e  a n d  b l a c k
students on Kingman Road, the
following statement was issued
by Miss Betty Gilkey, South
District School superintendent:

"The Dade County School
administration as well as the
administrations of  South Dade
High School, Homestead Junior
High School and Mays Junior-
Senior High School, wish t o
advise all parents of all pupils,
black and white, that pupils who

LARGER-THAN-LIFE Snoopy peers smugly
through whirling propeller of his Sopwith
Camel as the Red Baron, representing Kil-
lian Cougars, tries to rise from wreckage

are found guilty of creating a
disturbance or  attacking other
children in going to and from
school w i l l  b e  subject t o
disciplinary action of the school,
as well as the possibility o f
criminal action of the court.

"Parents are urged to caution
their children going to and from
s c h o o l  t o  re f ra in  f r o m
inflammatory r e m a r k s  o r
aggressive acts toward other
children which could result in
serious disciplinary action.

"Parents may be assured that
school personnel and  school
s e c u r i t y  personnel w i l l
i n v e s t i g a t e  thoroughly the
validity o f  a l l  charges which
pupils report t o  t h e  school
authority."

of his plane. The float was first-prize-win-
ning entry of Senior Class in South Dade
Homecoming section of last night's parade
in Homestead.

—Photo by Ed Oberlies



Float Winners Named

Thousands See
Honoring Vets,

Twenty floats, four bands, a
flock o f  beauty queens and
uniformed marching units from
the armed services, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts drew repeated
applause from several thousand
spectators who lined the streets
of downtown Homestead last
night to see the seventh annual
Ve t e r a n s  Day-Homecoming
parade.

F i r s t  p r i zes  i n  f l o a t
M a y s  H i g h  c o m p e t i t i o n  went to Princeton

Christian School i n  the main
T a k e s  B a n d  !  parade division and  t o  theSenior Class in the South Dade

High Homecoming division.
1From Parade'

Mays High School pulled out
of the combination Veterans
Day-Homecoming parade
Homestead last night because I
of the "social relations climate
in South Dade."

The withdrawal, just  hours
before parade t i m e ,  w a s
ordered by Nelson Bethel, Mays
principal, w h o  m a d e  t h i s
statement to The News Leader
explaining the cancellation:

"This decision was made only
after I  had talked with m y
advisory council and concerned
parents.

"My first responsibility is to
the parents of students at Mays
and I  hope m y  fears a r e
unwarranted, but it is my hope
that this problem will speedily
be solved."

Bethel said though he realiz-
ed the cancellation might cause
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  to hand
members. students, parents and
the community, "the climate of
social relations in  South Dade

such that the possibility of
a disturbance may occur."

The announcement c a m e
several hours after a group of
Mays students confronted white
students from South Dade High
and Homestead Junior High at
two adjacent bus stars.

Princeton Christian's entry
was a three-segment float with
the first stage carrying a mis-
sile and three young astronauts,
the second showing men of all
services, and the third present-
ing a family at home. Its mes-
,sage: "Support our servicemen
around the world with a prayer
at home."

Seniors, with a  light-hearted
approach, entered a giant Sno-
opy aboard his Sopwith Camel
plane, looking down a t  the
ruins o f  another plane, from
which the Red Baron (repre-
senting the  Kil l ian Cougars)
peered in dismay.

Tied f o r  second place i n
general parade competition wer
the Officers Wives Club float,
"The Women Behind the Men,"
featuring f ive banks o f  flags
denoting all the countries where
U.S. forces are stationed, and
Jaycees' f l o a t  showing a
Vietnam battle scene complete
with burp gun emitting bursts
of smoke, and  a  miniature
Pueblo tagging along behind.

Second prize in  high spool

* *  *
ODELL JOHNS, spokesman

for black parents and students
who c o n t e s t e d  t h e
Confederacy-linked symbols
and name a t  South Dade,
hailed the School Board's 5-2
approval o f  a  compromise
solution as "the first serious
step in real desegregation at
South Dade High." •

*  *  *

Parade
SDHS
competition went t o  Future
Secretaries' f l o a t ,  showing
costumes o f  lands w h e r e
servicemen are stationed, with
two Army men on a pedestal,
surveying and  guarding the
entire scene.

Third place in general com-
petition w  a s another t ie  —
USO's long float with a windmill
at one end, a  pagoda at  the

. other, and a  red, white and
blue rainbow featuring a  re-
volving world arching over uni-
formed men a l l  branches o f
service; and Redondo Elemen-
tary School's f loat  advising
"buy bonds, write letters, send
packages, b e  informed, vote
regularly."

Third and fourth place winner
in Homecoming competition
were the Spanish Club's green,
white and silver/float-a Navy
jet surrounded by  uniformed
men and people o f  foreign
lands, and Pep Club's "Cagq
the Cougars," w i t h  jungle
compound, growling wildcats,
white hunter, and a  monkey
munching a banana.



Board Wins Praise
For Racial Stand

MEANWHILE, a  schoo l
By GEORGE KENNEDY

Herald Staf f  Wr i ter

The Community Relations
Board Thursday decided t o
praise the School Board f o r
courage in tackling the South
Dade H i g h  S c h o o l  r a c i a l
crisis, although several mem-
bers doubted "courage" was
quite the word.

Bishop James Duncan sug-
gested t h e  pra ise f o r  t h e
board's Wednesday decision
banning use of the Confeder-
ate f lag as a  school symbol
but retaining the  nickname
Rebel and the school colors
of-blue and gray.

"They're a  l i t t l e  l a t e  i n
meeting their responsibilities,
aren't t h e y ? "  comp la ined
A. D.  Moore.

"SHOULDN'T W E  w r i t e
praising them and encourag-
ing t h e m  n o t  t o  abdicate
their responsibilities," p r o -
posed a somewhat more dip-
lomatic b u t  s t i l l  doub t fu l
Mrs. Audrey Finkelstein.

Finally, t he  board turned
the matter over to  the most
diplomatic member  o f  a l l ,
Chairman Harry  Cain, w  h o
promised a  tactful combina-
tion o f  praise and  encour-
agement.

Some CRB members ques-
tioned t h e  advisabi l i ty  o f
taking a n y  pos i t i on  t h a t
might p r o v e  offens ive t o
either the whites or blacks in
the Homestead dispute.

But Georg ia  L e e  Jones
said, "The  people i n  South
Dade a r e  condemning t h e
CRB for not doing more."

CAIN SAID the board had
been del iberately avo id ing
the spotlight, working behind
the scenes w i t h  the  Home-
stead Community Relations
Board and school officials.

In o t h e r  business, t h e
board voted t o  sponsor two
seminars in December.

The first, Dec. 6, wil l  be an
all-day p  o 1 i c e-community
relations sess ion  c o -spon-
sored b y  the National Con-
ference o f  Christians a n d
Jews. I n  a  reversal o f  past
form, this seminar wi l l  focus
on the role of the community
rather than that of the police.

The second seminar, Dec.
12, w i l l  b e  a  cooperative
effort with the Urban Legue
to explain t o  housing o f f i -
cials and real estate dealers
the implications o f  the open
housing l aw  which becomes
effective Jan. 1.

official s a i d  t h e  S c h o o l
B o a r d  's decision created
somewhat o f  a  s t i r  among
students Thursday.

"But they've settled down
now," s a i d  B e t t y  G i l key,
South District superintendent
later in the day.

Earlier Thursday about 15
to 20 white students and 20
to 30 black students got into
a f istf ight a t  a  school bus
stop a t  Kingman Rd .  a n d
Biscayne Dr.

The incident occurred as a
Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity bus, carrying black stu-
dents to Mays, stopped at the
intersection w h e r e  w h i t e

students w e r e  w a i t i n g  t o
catch school buses for South
Dade and Homestead Junior
High.

"THE STORY w a s  t h a t
there w e r e  s o m e  r o c k s
thrown at the bus," said Miss
Gilkey.

She sa id  school securi ty
personnel were investigating
the incident, which resulted
in no arrests and only minor
injuries to those involved.

The students fought on ly
briefly, and only five whites
were s t i l l  there when three
sheriff's depar tmen t  c a r s
arrived five minutes after the
fight started.
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An Overdue Decision
Two months late, t he  School

Board reached something less than
a Solomon-like decision i n  t h e
South D a d e  cont roversy  o v e r
school symbols.

If the board had had the cour-
age in August to do at least part of
what  i t  d i d  i n  N o v e m b e r  m a c h
racial recrimination m i g h t  have
been averted. The latest action, to
ban the playing o f  "D ix ie"  b y  a
school band on certain occasions,
and substitution o f  differently-de-
signed uniforms, probably w o n ' t
please either the whi te o r  Negro
parents in the Homestead area.

Dr. Edward Whigham recom-
mended a compromise, upon direc-
tion o f  the board. Bu t  the board

itself should have established a
policy rather than force the super-
intendent into a somewhat untena-
ble, if not embarrassing, position.

Board member Holmes Brad-
dock, who voted against the com-
promise which allows the nickname
"Rebels" and school colors to  re-
main unchanged, suggested t h e
board was called upon to render a
moral judgment on what's wrong
and what's right, and he was op-
posed.

This leads us to  wonder what
else is the board's business i f  i t  is
not to render judgment and express
policy in behalf of all students and
not just a few.
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CPO Delays
Meeting

The executive boa rd  o f
Concerned Parents Organiation
(CPO) decided Monday night to
postpone, probably for a week,
a general meeting _that had
tentatively been planned f o r
sometime this week.

T h e b o a r d  i s  d o i n g
preliminary exploration i  n t o
several possible avenues o f
action that may be open to CPO
if it wishes to combat the recent
school b o a r d '  'compromise'
order curtailing use o f  some
Confederate symbols a t  South
Dade High School.

Tuesday, November 12, 1960

FORMER SOUTH D a d e
High School principal William
Wilson is recovering but still
not able to return to work.

Wilson, taken ill early in the
sehcol term, wi l l  be placed
in some capacity elsewhere in
the school system when he
has doctors' approval t o
r e s u m e  working, South
District superintendent Betty
Gilkey says. l i c e  or leave FP & L. Dolar

* *  a n g e r e d ,  promptly quit. He's
AT THE EXACT moment reportedly going into his fam-

some 30 Mays High students i l y ' s  farming enterprise.
were roughing u p  sma l l
groups o f  white students a t
two Kingman Road bus stops
the other day, Odell Johns
was talking en the phone with
a News Leader reporter. He
called the school board ban
of some Confederate symbols
at South Dade High "the first
serious attempt at desegrega-
tion there" and said the Negro
community "doesn't m i n d

\\ ailing on the fact when there
is evidence such major steps
are being taken."

* *  *
ON THE ether side of  the

same controversy, Tommy
Dolar, president o f  t h e
Concerned Parents AssociL-
hail, got an ultimation from
Florida Power and Light Co.
— either resign the CPO of-



'Dixie'
Looks
Away.
Board Mails
School Rules

By ROD GIBSON
Herald Staff Writer

The off ic ial  school board
instructions concerning t h e
playing of "Dixie" and other
Confederate symbols should
be in effect by the end of the
week, D r .  E .  L .  Whigharn,
Dade County school superin-
tendent, said Sunday.

Whigham said that a letter
of transmittal w i l l  be  sent
out b y  his off ice early this
week t o  South Dade H igh
School, where the playing of
"Dixie," Confederate u n i -
forms be ing  w o r n  b y  t h e
band, and the school's nick-
name o f  "Rebels" have de-
veloped in to  a  three-month
racial 'controversy.

"The playing of 'Dixie' has
not been banned," Whigham
said Sunday. "The board has
ordered that i t  should not tie
used as a pep song or played
regularly o r  be used in  any
way a s  a n  off ic ia l  school
song.

"THIS WOULD not  pre-
clude the occassional playing
of 'D i x i e '  a t  ha l f t ime i n
football games i f  the  song
fitted in with some theme." •

Th.; b o a r d  a c t i o n  a l s o
called f o r  "more  appropri-
ate" band uniforms and  a
ban against the Confederate
flag b e i n g  d isp layed  a t
school functions. The board
action w o u l d  n o t  con t ro l
students carrying individual
flags, Whigham sa id ,  " a l -
though we would hope tha t
they wou ld  g o  along w i t h
school policy.

"In all o f  this, school off i-
cials w i l l  have t o  use their
own judgment , "  Wh igham
said.

The school  board vo ted
that the high school be a l -
lowed to  keep the nickname
"Rebels."

Band Is Defiant,
But South Dade
Blanked by Killian

By FRED MYERS
Herald Correspondent

South Dade High School's marching band defied
school board directives by playing "Dixie" at half-
time Friday night but its football team could defy no

one.
Killian r a n  p a s t  S o u t h

Dade w i t h  graceful  ease,
rolling up 407 total  offense
yards a n d  a  25-0 footbal l
victory at Harris Field.

No o t h e r  incidents o c -
curred.

Willie Mi l ler  and Rufus
Ferguson combined for  298
yards rushing and scored two
touchdowns and the Cougars
scored the i r  sixth victory
against a pair of losses. The
victory keeps a l i v e  t h i n
hopes of a District 8AA title
should C o r a l  Gables a n d
Jackson both lose.

The victory also avenged a
tie w i t h  South Dade l a s t
year, o n e  o f  f o u r  K i l l i an
standoffs.

T h e Cougars  marched
through the Rebels for  scor- •
ing drives o f  70, 79, 42 and
80 yards.



Rebel Flag
Ban Effective
On Monday
South Dade High School will

mothball its Rebel battle flags
this weekend in compliance with
a School Board-ordered ban of
some C iv i l  W a r --connected
yyttois u.A!d by the Sthool.

Student leaders were given
word yesterday i n  a  meeting
with P r  in c ipa 1 Howard
Crabtree. The student body was
informed via the school public
address system this morning.

Crabtree said that, beginning
Monday, no Confederate flags
or f l a g  emblems m a y  b e
displayed on school property or
at school functions. The Rebel
nickname and  school colors
were retained.

Phasing out of South Dade's
Johhny Reb-type' band uniforms
must be completed b y  t h e
beginning o f  the next school
year, in September, 1969.

Funds for new band uniforms
of a  non-controversial design
will be provided by the school
system, Crabtree said. The new
design must be completed and
approved b y  m id -January i n
order for uniforms to be ready
by next September.

S om e t i m  e n e x t  week,
Bandmaster Alan Fetterman is
expected to announce details of
the method by which the new
uniform design will be chosen.

The board's ban on use o f
`Dixie' ae, a  pep or fight song
also was  explained b y  t h e
principal. The ban does not
include two other 'southern' pep
songs popular with Rebel fans- -
"South" and "Are You From
Dixie". Both can still be used
as pep or rally tunes, he paid.
"Dixie" may be played under
certain conditions.

Administrators and  student
leaders a r e  considening t h e
possibility of holding contest for
a new pep Gong t o  replace
"Dixie", and for  designing a
new school flag.

And there i s  some thought
that, i f  a  new song and flag
carry out a  new theme,, the
student body may also decide
to choose a  new nickname in
keeping with the new theme,
although t h e  present Rebel,
nickname was not included in
the school board ban.

Following Crabtree's talk with
s t u d e n t s  t h i s  morning,
discussions and question-and-
answer seesions were to be held
in each home room.

The Monday effective date for
the school board rule-out o f
Confederate flags means that
the Rebel-Key West game, i n
Key West Friday night, will he
the last at which such flags will
be permitted.

The 3  chool has one more
football contest after the ban
begins — its traditional Thanks-
giving morning; contest with the
Palmetto Panthers.



School Chairman
Blasts Gerstein

By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer

School B o a r d  Chai rman
C. T .  McCr immon s a i d
Wednesday State A t to rney
Richard Gerstein l e d  t h e
Spring Grand Jury "down the
primrose p a t h  because h e
was m a d  a t  t h e  Schoo l
Board."

Gerstein called the charge
unfounded.

The Grand Jury's report,
issued Tuesday, criticized the
board f o r  n o t  immediately
taking a  strong position t o
solve the South Dade High
School r a c i a l  controversy,
waiting until i t  was forced to
"negotiate out of fear."

THE JURY also criticized
the school system for select-
ing top  administrators f rom
a m o n g  "educators, t h e i r
friends and relatives."

McCrimmon said Gerstbin
was miffed a t  the board be-
cause early i n  his campaign
for re-election as state attor-
ney he sought permission t o
implement a  drug investiga-
tion in schools by talking to
students during school hours
without f irst conferring wi th
their parents.

THE BOARD refused t o
give Gerstein permission t o
conduct the investigation i n
that manner.

Said Gerstein: " I  d o n ' t
know wha t  he's t a l k i n g
about. I  found the S ' t  h o o l
Board v e r y  cooperative o n
the drug investigation. They
felt students shouldn' t  b e
taken o u t  o f  class t o  b e
questioned and I  agreed with
them."

Gerstein said he had noth-
ing t o  d o  w i t h  the  Grand
Jury's school findings. "The
jury handled t h a t  indepen-
dently."

HE SAID "the language of
the report is the jury's. I t  is
not mine."

"McCrimmon w o u l d  '  be
better advised t o  make  a
constructive criticism rather
than a  pol i t ical  one, "  t h e
state attorney said.

Jury foreman Mrs. Leonard

McCrimmon

*  *  *   *  *  *

Gerstein led the grand jury 'down
the primrose path because he was mad
at the school board.'

--Board Chairman C. T.  McCrimmon
"McCrimmon would be better ad-

vised to make a constructive criticism
rather than a political one.'

--State Attorney Richard Gerstein Gerstein

Abess said the  report  was
based o n  f indings o f  t h e
jury's school committee led
by Mrs. Asa Gross.

"AS FAR as I  know, Mr.
Gerstein held n o  hard feel-
ings t o w a r d  t h e  S c h o o l
Board," s a i d  M r s .  Abess.
"The repor t  speaks f o r  i t -
self."

Mrs. Gross w a s  o u t  o f
town a n d  c o u l d  n o t  b e
reached for comment.

The ju ry 's  cr i t ic ism t h a t
top administrators are select-

ed f rom among "educators,
their friends and relatives,"
was disputed Wednesday by
School Supt. Dr.  Edward L.
Whigham.

"To my knowledge our top
administrators are not  relat-
ed," he said. "As for  friends,
I hope I  have many of  them
among school personnel."

Whigham s a i d  husbands,
wives and friends are work-
ing for  the system but have
been there a  long t ime and
have achieved their jobs on

their own right.
THE JURY recommended

top a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  be
screened b y  t h e  S c h o o l
Board, superintendent and an
outside consu l tant  r a t h e r
than b y  a n  "educationally-
o r i e n t e d department o f
school personnel."

Whigham said a l l  admin-
istrators from the rank of as-
sistant superintendent on up
are screened and hired di-
rectly b y  a  committee o f
board members and himself.

He 4,4 0



AFTER CRITICISM

5 On School Board:
J̀ury Bypassed Us'

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
Miami  News  Repor te r

The Grand Jury conducted
its investigation of  the Dade
school system without inter-
viewing f i v e  o f  t h e  seven
School Board members, i n -
cluding the chairman and the
vice chairman, i t  was discov-
ered today.

The 1 9 6 8  Sp r i ng  Te r m
Grand Jury was just disband-
ed a f t e r  issuing a  repo r t
which included sharp c r i t i -
cism o f  some aspects o f  the
school operation.

Chairman C .  T.  McCrim-
mon said today he d id no t
talk t o  t h e  Grand J  u r y.
Helene Vosloh,.vice chairman

of the board, said she was
not interviewed. The Grand
Jury also bypassed Members
Anna B r e n n e r  Meyers ,
Holmes Braddock a n d  B i l l
Lehman, al l  three said.

Ted Slack, the board's only
Republican m e  m b e r, sa id
today he was interviewed by
the Grand Jury.

Member Jack Gordon said
he was interviewed b y  the
Grand J u r y ' s  f i v e -member
schools committee but not by
the full Grand Jury.

The schoo l s  commi t tee

Continued On 4A, Col. 1
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also interviewed Superinten-
dent Edward Whigham and
Andrew J. Ferendino, archi-
tect to  the board, both said
today.

State's A t to rney Richard
Gerstein said today he does
not have authority to release
information o n  h o w  m a n y
people the Grand Jury inter-
viewed about schools or who
they were.

"I d i d  n o t  participate i n
that investigation," Gerstein
said, " b u t  t h e  committee
talked t o  m a n y  witnesses
and spen t  a  considerable
amount of time on the public
schools. Seve ra l  members
were extremely interested in
the school problems passed
on b y  t he  previous Grand
Jury.

Gerstein added, "Anyone
who differs w i th  the Grand
Jury's opinion or who thinks
it was not conducted in suffi-
cient depth has the privilege
of mak ing whatever com-
ment he wants to make."

Chairman McCrimmon was
quoted in  The Miami Herald
as saying Gerstein had " led
the Grand J u r y  down  t h e
primrose p a t h  becapse h e
was m a d  a t  t h e  Schoo l
Board."

The board chairman said
today, however,  t h a t  t h e
comment was a  speculation
made i n  conversation a n d
was not  meant f o r  publica-
tion. "The Herald just picked
it up," McCrimmon said.

He was quoted as saying
Gerstein was angry because
the board d id not  give h im
permission t o  t a l k  t o  s tu -
dents dur ing  school hours
without first conferring with
their parents in an investiga-
tion of drug use among teen-
agers last spring.

Gerstein said, however, " I
have n o  grievance against
the School Board. I  found
them very cooperative."

Board Member Braddock,
who lives in South Dade, said
he understood t h e  Grand
Jury had  ta lked a t  length
with Slack about the racial
crisis a t  South Dade High.
The report was sharply criti-
cal of board's handling of the
crisis.

"Officially and unofficial-
ly," Braddock said, " I  didn't
even know they were inves-
tigating the school system. I
probably spent more time on
the South Dade High situa-
tion than  a n y  other board
member, and probably knew
more about i t .  McCrimmon
probably was second."

The grand jury report said
the board  dea l t  w i t h  t h e
South Dade H i g h  problem
"out of  fear rather than act-
ing as  a  strong spokesman
for the  whole system. W e
regret th is  action." I n  t h e
same section, dealing w i t h
school policy, the Grand Jury
said:

"The Board must sit tall in
the saddle, act as a pil lar—
and voice of strength."



* * -  •
SOME WHITE students a t

South D a d e  demonstrated
their dislike for recent School
Board decisions by  wearing
white g loves  t o  school
Wednesday. These students
were attempting t o  show
Negro students their version
of "White Power' sa id  an
informant. * *  *
..TILE REBEL emblem o n
helmets worn by members of
the South Dade High School
football team will be removed
as part of the de-emphasis of
C o n f e d e r a t e  symbols,
announced Athletic Director
Leo Martin today.

Martin said the decal-type
e m b l e m ,  depicting t h e
Confederate flag, wil l remain
for the Key West contest this
Friday night, but will probab-
ly be removed previous to the
finale Thanksgiving Day a-
gainst Palmetto.• *  *

* *  *
THAT REPORT that the

South Dade High band played
"Dixie" repeatedly a t  t h e
H o m e c o m i n g  game last
Friday--'tain't t r u e ,  says
Bandmaster Alan Fetterman.
"Dixie was played twice--once
to bring the team onto the
field just before the game,
and again to get the band off
the field a t  the end or the
halftime show,"  h e  said.
Apparently what some people
THOUGHT was "Dixie" was
really " A r e  Y o u  F r o m
Dixe?"--a peppy march that
originated a s  a  Broadway
show tune around 1916.

*  *  *

Some Students
Plan Walkout

Flyers being circulated a t
South Dade High School this
week urge all white students to
b o y c o t t  t h e  school  o n
Wednesday, Nov. 20 to protest
the school board's ban against
use of Confederacy-linked songs
and symbols t o  represent t h
school.

Bearing a t  l e a s t  t h r e e
d i f f e r e n t  m e s s a g e s ,
mimeographed on plain white
paper, t he  flyers a r e  being
distributed, apparently b y  a
group of students.

One i s  a  replica o f  t he
Confederate battle f lag which
the school board has ordered
banned beginning Monday. I t
reads: "Go Rebs. Be a winner.
We urge a l l  'white students'.
(The quotes are theirs.) Take
action. Boycott i n  protest o f

school board's actions against
the school  song,  symbol ,
uniform, etc."

The same f lyer carries an
SOS--Save O u r  Symbols--and
asks, "Do you like the name
Rebels, the  song Dixie, and
flag? Yes .  Then  w e  mus t
protest. How ? Don't come to
school November 20, 1968."

Another type queries: "Can
you think o f  a  better flag?
Song?" and urges, "Walk out
Nov. 20, 1968."

Still a  third, headed "The
U n d e m o c r a t i c  School , '
announces: 'White Students' at
South Dade High t o  boycott
school Nov. 20, 1968 in protest
of school  board 's  act ions
against. . ."

Principal Howard Crabtree is
aware o f  the flyers and the
boycott plans, a n d  has l e t
students know it.

Several times in the past two
days he has discussed i t  v ia
the school  pub l i c  address
system. He has told students
that he hopes nobody will force
him into a  position where he
will have t o  take action as
directed b y  county school
policies.

The principal said he believes
that a  l a rge  major i ty  o f
students wit refuse to go along
with the boycott.

" I  know there are a  lot of
students who are working to
keep i t  f r o m  happening,"
Crabtree continued.

Queried about how he would
handle participating students if
the boycott does occur, h e
would say only that i t  is his
custom to "meet situations as
they occur."

There i s  a  possibility that
C o n c e r n e d  Parents
Organization, a group of some
500 parents also fighting the
ban, may agree to order their
children not to boycott, but to
let us handle it. '  Plans for a
boycott last month fell through
when (CPO) parents took a
similar stand.

A group of students said th
believe most of the student
will take part. Exceptions,
said, m i g h t  b e  "seniors,
especially those i n  l ine  f o r
scholarships, football players
and other athletes.'

One boy said the boycotters
may announce their intention to
stay out o f  school until the
school board rescinds its ban of
Confederate symbols and em-
blems.



For Use In Homestead

Council
By VIRGINIA AMENDT

Homestead City Council voted
down, 4-2, a  proposal Monday
night t o  b u y  t w o  German
shepherd dogs fo r  the police
department.

But Mayor William Dickinson
asked C i t y  Manager O l a f
P e a r s o n  t o  analyze t h e
suggestion, and come back with
a recommendation later.

Councilman F r e d  Rhodes
offered the motion to buy the
two trained police dogs, and i f
necessary hire two policemen
trained in  handling them. He
proposed the dogs be used at
parades, fairs, rodeos and the
like.

"The last parade we had was
a disgrace t o  t h e  c i t y  o f
Homestead a n d  t h e  pol ice
department," said Rhodes —
referring t o  the South Dade
H igh  School  homecoming
parade of two weeks ago, which
was marred by racial incidents
and vandalism.

"I think the city would do
well to hire two dogs from the
M i a m i  p o l i c e  f o r  t h e
Thanksgiving game and any
other activity we have prior to
that,' Rhodes added.

The presence of dogs would

Vetoes Police Dogs
have deterred the hoodlumism
which broke ou t  during the
parade and the football game
the following night, Rhodes
maintained.

"Everybody's afraid of a dog
— I  am myself," he said.

Councilman Charles Locke
questioned a  dog's ability t o
know which person to go after,
if let loose in an unruly crowd.

Mayor Dickinson said that
while 'psychologically, t h e
appearance of a dog may have
a good effect," i t  was better
to l e t  the police department
determine whether the animals
would be of value in controlling
r o w d y i s m  i n  c r o w d s .
Councilman C a r l  Anderson
supported Dickinson's view.

City Manager Pearson said he
wouldn't recommend using dogs
for crowd control.

"It's my opinion that their use
instigates more trouble than i t
s t o p s , "  Pearson observed.
Pointing out that it's hard for
a dog to tell whom to go after
if he's let  loose in  a  crowd,
Pearson warned that "you could
be placing yourself in a peculiar
legal position i f  somebody got
bitten.'

Police Chief Emmett Snider

PLAYING OF "Dixie" as a
school song already is being
tested in the Federal courts.
The NAACP has filed a  suit
in Jonesboro, A r k .  B lack
students there walked out of
school when the song was
played at a pep rally.

NEGRO COMMUNITY
spokesman Odell Johns was
heard to  wonder aloud this
morning whether the proposed
boycott by students at South
Dade High School is "part of
an international communist
conspiracy, p r o v o k e d  by
professional c o m m u n i s t
agitators."

said dogs have proved useful
in narcotics detection, i n
locating "peeping Toms" or in
tracking crime suspects — 'but
not for riot control."

On a  r o l l  ca l l  vote, only
Rhodes and Councilman Stanley
Wittkop voted for  the motion
to buy the dogs.

Replying to Rhodes' criticism
o f p o l i c e  ac t i ons  w h e n
harassment, rock-throwing and
general rowdyism broke o u t
during the homecoming parade
and footbal l  game, M a y o r
Dickinson commented " Yo u
don't wade into a bunch of 12
and 13-year-old kids with dogs
and billy clubs!"

"If you strip the events of
the o t h e r  n i g h t  o f  t h e
emotionalism," said Pearson,
"you find the physical damage
was exceedingly small."

Several persons were h i t  by
rocks (none was seriously hurt),
a number o f  windows were
smashed, and there was general
harassment a t  some points
along the parade route. The
night of the ball game, one man
— a Negro from Miami — was
arrested when h e  allegedly
provoked a fight in the Harris
Field parking lot.



Five Rebels 'Jailed'
Loved Every Minute Of It

By EARL DEHART

Five South Dade High students
who spent the night in a police station
after Friday's game with Key West,
learned that some officers are nicer
than others.

D o n a l d  Cogswell  a n d  h i s
passengers, Helen Masters, Lynne
Renegar, Diane Stewart and Dorian
Dehart, left the game early to miss
the traffic. A  flat t ire stopped them
a few miles outside Key West. Don
put on the spare. A few miles further
another f l a t  stopped them again.
Both tires were beyond repair.

One hour they waited before the
three buses carrying the defeated
Rebel team back to H o m e s t e a d
passed b y  w i th  a  police escort. -
Sometime later one of the patrol cars
returned, stopped, a n d  o f f e red
assistance.

Piling in to  t h e  patrol car, t h e
students and officer went in search
of a gasoline station. They found one
but i t  was closed. The officer woke
up the attendant who said he didn't
have the right size tire. Meanwhile,
another officer showed up to relieve
the first one who went off on another
police call.

He told the students the best thing
to do was return with h im to  the
Marathon station and telephone their
parents.

Since t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anything
anyone could do until morning the
officer invited the students to remain
overnight and f ix  the car the next
day. The parents agreed.

After the students returned t o
Homestead what did they and their
parents think about the little ordeal?

"The officers were fabulous," said
Helen Masters.

Parents thought so, too.
Mrs. Renegar is sending a thank-

you card to the Marathon police.
* *  *

L IGNUMVI TA E Key has one of
the most unique concentrations o f
plant life in North America, says Dr.
Edward Wilson of Harvard, and Dr.
Thomas Eisner of Cornell.

Visitors to the island are able to
see what the Keys were like before
the coming of  man, they say. The
doctors praised the present owners
for the way the island has been
preserved.

How long will it last?
*  *  *

WALTER W I  NCHEL L reported

this incident happened the other day
in a New York Criminal Court, with
the same judge.

A 70-year-old white man was -
charged with being a bookie and held
in $500 bail. Four black men with
criminal records were allowed a
delay and released. No bail.

Think it over.
* *

ANOTHER COLUMNIST says that
people who say "What's so bad about
Dixie?" have no understanding o f
what i t  means to be oppressed. The
statement was used in context with
his pra ise o f  D r .  H e n r y  K i n g
Stanford, President of the University
of Miami, who had spent a year in
Hitler's Germany in the 1930's. What
the doctor saw there left a  strong
imprint upon h i m  and tha t  even
today the doctor is an outstanding
spokesman fo r  freedom of  thought
and expression, the writer said.

Well, al l  I  can say is that Hitler
did a  pretty good job o f  burning
books, especially the Bible. A t  least
we know that "Dix ie"  i s  i n  good
company.

Let's not light any bonfires.
*

ONE OF the most learned articles
I h a v e  e v e r  r e a d  o n  school
integration appeared i n  a  recent
issue of a Miami paper.

James J .  Kilpatrick said the -
"impending departure o f  Hayold
Howe I I  offers an opportunity fo r
reflection upon the hard row that
reformers have to hoe."

Howe was disappointed after three
"frustrating" years he spent as U.
S. Commissioner of Education.,

How far had he gone in his desire
to e l im ina te  segregation f r o m
schools?

"Minimal," a n d  t o  a  degree,
"unsuccessful" was his answer.

Kilpatrick bel ieves t h a t  t h e
integration law faces the same fate
as the Prohibition Amendment. Laws
were passed t h a t  couldn' t  b e
enforced.

He believes integration will come,
when it, comes, by natural process.

People will not be coerced.
Readers o n  both sides o f  t h e

segregation -  integration fence and
those who straddle i t  could benefit
by reading Kilpatrick's opinions. I t
is recommended reading.



Students Attend Classes

Boycott A t  South Dade
Unsuccessful; 200 Absent

Less than 100 of South Dade
High School's 1,300 students
stayed home today, apparently
honoring a  boycott called t o
pretest a School Board ban of
Confederacy-linked symbols.

The absentee ra te  a t  t h e
school averages around 106 on
a typical day. Absences today
t o t a l e d  about  200, w i t h
somewhat l e s s  t h a n  h a l f
attributable to the boycott.

Most students wanting t o
protest the ban, which Went into
effect Monday, sett led f o r
signing a petition addressed to
the board, outlining student
grievances. I t  is to be presented
to the board this afternoon.

Only a  f e w  heeded signs
p o s t e d  yesterday, u rg ing
"Boycott tomorrow! Repo r t
across street —  Don't  stay
home!!!"

Assistant Principal Charles
Harris, on duty in  the school
parking lo t , ,  estimated t h a t  '
"maybe a  dozen" students
elected t o  leave instead o f
reporting to classes when the
bell rang.

Students w h o  a r e  absent
without valid reasons wi l l  be
subject t o  school diciplinary
a c t i o n ,  Principal Howard
Crabtree said.

It was Crabtree who pre-
dicted, last week when plans
for the boycott were revealed,
that "only the few hard-core
dissenters" were likely to carry
it out.

The f i zz le  o f  w h a t  i t s
organizers had predicted would
be an almost schoolwide boy-

colt came less than 12 hours
after students and parents had
been urged by Attorney Ralph
Jordan to "follow the course of
law and order" so as not to
prejudice the action he plans
to take to forestall the board
order.

Jordan refused to state what
action he is planning on behalf
of t h e  Concerned Parents
Organization, but he indicated
that i t  would  involve t h e
element of surprise.

"If i t  fails, then we'll bring
suit," he told about 400 parents
and 125 students attending a
CPO meeting at the Homestead
Armory last night.

Students a l l  set t o  boycott
complained to parents that "you
won't back us," and were told
that the parent group cannot
back actions that are contrary
to law.

To raise money f o r  legal
costs, which may reach $6 to
$8 thousand, CPO members
may be assessed $5 per person
or $10 a family,

And a  "Pixie Dixie" dance
is planned to add to what CPO
director Jack Levy referred to
as "the war chest."

Although students canno t
carry the banned Confederate
flags on school property or at
s c h o o l  functions, " there's
nothing to stop parents," Levy
said. "And I  think they ought
to turn out full force, carrying
flags, at the Thanksgiving Day
game."

CPO President Tommy Dolar
forestalled C P O  ac t ion  t o
endorse the planned boycott,
and urged parents to decide for
themselves how to advise their
student sons and daughters.
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Principal Tries to
Head Off School Boycott

Leaflets Protest  South Dade Symbol Ban
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By GEORGIA MARSH
Herald Education Writer .

Students a t  South Dade
High S c h o o l  w e r e  u r g e d
Monday to ignore a proposed
b o y c o t t  o f  t h e  schoo l
Wednesday.

The boycott — to protest a
School Board ban on use o f
confederate symbols a t  t he
school —  was urged in leaf-
lets left in the school cafete-
ria last week.

PRINCIPAL Howard Crab-
tree issued t h e  appeal t o
students t o  ignore the boy-

cott. He said it  would further
harm the school's reputation.

Jack Levy, spokesman fo r
the Concerned Parents Orga-
nization, which is planning a
suit seeking t o  enjo in t h e
board f r o m  enforc ing t h e
policy, sa id  h e  hopes t h e
impending court  action w i l l
stop the boycott.

However, Levy said i f  the
students st i l l  feel they must
stage a protest he hopes they
will j u s t  " s t a y  home, n o t
come t o  school a n d  w a l k
out."

"THEY C A N  b e  s i ck  a t

heart and  take  s i ck  leave
over this thing," Levy said.

The leaf lets  u r g i n g  t h e
boycott were headlined "Un-
democratic School . "  S o m e
were h a n d  wr i t ten ,  s o m e
printed in ink and some were
carbon copies, Crabtree said.
They were unsigned.

The boycott is being urged
for Wednesday because that

is when  t h e  Dade School
Board is to take a final vote
on a new policy banning any
schools f rom using symbols
which could be interpreted as
offensive to Negroes or other
groups.

THE BOARD approved a
resolution t w o  weeks a g o
barring use o f  the confeder-
ate symbols specifically a t

South Dade High. The resolu-
tion took effect last Friday.

South Dade has been the
center o f  racial controversy
since August when its black
students f i r s t  appeared be-
fore t h e  board  a n d  c o m -
plained the use o f  the con-
federate f l a g ,  s o n g ,  b a n d
uniform and school nickname
"Rebel," was offensive.

Two weeks ago, the board
banned the confederate song
and band uniform, curtailed
playing "D i x i e "  a s  a  pep
song, b u t  permi t ted  t h e
school t o  keep the "Rebel"
nickname.

LEVY SAID the Concerned
Parents Organization wil l  file
suit seeking t o  enjoin t h e
board f r o m  enforcing t h e

policy.
Levy also said the parents

will meet tonight to vote on
a $ 5  assessment t o   cover
costs of the suit.

CRABTREE has been seek-
ing to  avert the boycott by
appealing t o  students ove r
the publ ic  address system
not t o  d o  anyth ing t h a t
would h a r m  South  Dade's
reputation.

"The proposed court action
is the best way to handle it ,"
Crabtree said.

"I've told the students that
these things should be done

in a n  orderly manner and
that i f  they don' t  come t o
school I  would have to follow
school board policy concern-
ing unexcused absences."

CRABTREE sa id  h e  f e l t
many students " F e e l  t h e
boycott m igh t  n o t  b e  t h e
right way of doing things."

South Dade has about 1,-
300 students including 3 5
Negroes. Another 90 Negroes
who were  attending South
Dade transferred t o  M a y s
during the controversy and
have elected n o t  t o  move
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Sign Urges Students to Boycott South Dade School
`concerne d parents' organization discussed issue

Individual
Choices
.Are Urged

By BILL BLOSS
S t u d e n t s  supporting a

South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
boycott today failed to get a
blanket endorsement Tues-
day f r o m  t h e  Concerned
Parents Organization meeting
in the Homestead Armory.

CPO Pres iden t  To m m y
Dolar to ld the students and
parents tha t  individual par-
ents shou ld  ins t ruc t  t h e i r
children o n  staying o u t  o f
school a n d  discouraged a
CPO vote on the boycott.

Attorney Ralph Jordan wi l l
take "an  action" t o  forestall
the Dade School Board order
eliminating Confederate sym-
bols a t  the school. He urged
the students to stay in school
and follow the course of law
and order.



School People
Were Called
In Jury Quiz

By LOUISE BLANCHARD
and MORTON LUCOFF

Miami  News  Repor ters

The c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e
Spring Grand Jury's school
subcommittee said today the
subcommittee i n t e r v i e w e d
dozens of witnesses connect-
ed w i t h  the school system,
many of them under oath.

The chairman, Una Groves,
made the statement after a
Miami News check o f  w i t -
nesses w h o  testified before
the Grand Jury  as a  whole
indicated o n l y  t w o  w e r e
officials o f  the  school sys-
tem.
' Short ly  before i t  was dis-
banded early this month, the.
Grand Jury issued a  report
sharply critical of some phas-
es o f  the  operation o f  the
public school system. Five of
the s e v e n  S c h o o l  B o a r d
members, including the chair-
man and the vice chairman,
said they had no t  been in -
terviewed by the Grand Jury
or b y  the subcommittee on
schools.

"For more than five and a
half months, w e  met  three
times a, week," Mrs. Groves
said. "Sometimes lve talked
to one person for two and a
half o r  three hours. Maybe
we talked t o  two  people a t
one meeting."

She said she did not know
how many the subcommittee
interviewed. H e r  statement
indicates it could be as many
as 130.

"Many of them were lower
echelon s c h o o l  personnel,
afraid f o r  the i r  jobs, con-
cerned about the school sys-
tem," M r s .  G r o v e s  s a i d .
"They didn't know where to
turn."

Although The Miami News
got a list of witnesses sworn
to tes t i f y  before t h e  f u l l
Grand Jury i t  was unable to
get a list of those who testi-
fied under oath before the
school committee.

The l i s t  w a s  checked
against a  l ist  o f  school sys-
t e m admin is t ra tors  a n d
teachers i n  t h e  1967-68
school y e a r.  T h e  1968-69
directory has n o t  y e t  been
issued. Additional names for
the current year would re-
flect on ly  those w h o  have
been with the school system
a very brief time.

The check showed the full
I Grand Jury heard these peo-

ple who could be expected to
know something about the
operation of the school sys-
tem:

School Board Member Ted
Slack, the  board's only  Re-
publican, who took office i n
February 1967. He has served

a shorter time than any other
board member.

John Tyler, security assis-
tant t o  t h e  superintendent.
The operation o f  h is  off ice
included keeping a check on
the rac ia l  c r is is  a t  Sou th
Dade High. (The Grand Jury,
report included sharp criti-
cism o f  the School Board's
handling of that crisis.)

James Bassage,  f o r m e r
budget d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e
school system. He quit nearly
two years ago after serving
in that capacity from Nov. 1,
1964, t o  Jan. 31, 1967. (The
report a l s o  cr i t ic ized t h e
school sys tem's  "manage-
ment philosophy.")

Two other school system
employes, bo th  assigned t o
an individual school, g a v e
testimony under oath to  the
full Grand Jury.  They  said
their testimony did not  deal
with the school system.

Superintendent E  d w a r d
W h i g h a m ,  School Board
member Jack  Gordon, a n d
school architect Andrew J .
Ferendino a l l  appeared be -
fore the  school subcommit-
tee.

The G r a n d  J u r y  r e p o r t
praised Dr. Whigham highly.
It criticized the school build-
ing program.
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In his charge to the new
Fall Grand Jury constituted
on Nov.  12 ,  Circuit Judge
J a m e s  Lawrence  K i n g
warned the 23-member jury
that i t  "cannot legally func-
tion with less than the num-
ber required by law to con-
stitute a quorum, namely, 15
members present, a n d  n o
testimony c a n  legal ly b e
heard by any smaller group
or committee, nor acted upon
by less than a vote of 12 of
those present, a s  the  l a w
provides."

Circuit Judge Haro ld  B .
Spaet, presiding judge for the
Spring Grand Jury,  said he
believed the operation of  the
school subcommittee w a s
legal.

"The jury's action i s  u l t i -
mately joint action," Judge
Spaet said. " I t  becomes ille-
gal when a  committee acts
for the Grand Jury."

He said i t  was usual for  a
Grand Ju ry  " t o  have some
people look into some matter
and then report back to the
full Grand Jury."

Judge Spaet made a  dis-
tinction o n  t h e  bas i s  o f
"common sense" between a
Grand Jury report generally
critical o f  some operation
important to  the community
and a report in which a per-
son is indicted.

" I  don't think due process
applies," he said, "where the
Grand J u r y  i s  looking in to
the propriety o f  a  general
operation." I f  a  person was
to be indicted, especially on
a capital, offense, he said, ye
believed the fu l l  grand ju ry
should h e a r  every  witness
under oath.

Mrs. Groves  s a i d  t h e
Spring Grand J u r y  inves-
tigated so many matters "we
felt we were asking a  great
deal of the full jury to hear
each individual witness" who
testified about  t h e  public
schools.

She declined t o  g ive the
names o f  other Grand Jury
members who served on the
school subcommittee. Report-
edly, there were five.

"We tried to get an honest
appraisal of what we thought
was going on in the schools,"
Mrs. Groves said.



Over Rebel Issue

CPO Files Appeal
With State Board

C A N I I
e S  / / / l

T h e Concerned  P a r e n t s
Organization today is f i l ing an
appeal before the State Board
of Educat ion  a s k i n g  i t  t o
override t h e  D a d e  S c h o o l
Board's b a n  o f  confederacy-
linked symbols a t  South Dade
High School.

Homestead A t to rney  R a l p h

Jordan, w i t h  the l a w  f i r m  o f
Mitchell a n d  M i t c h e l l  o f
Tallahassee a s  c o -counsel, i s
acting o n  behalf o f  the  CPO,
an organization o f  some 500
parents o f  students a t  South
Dade High School and the lower
schools that feed into it.

Jordan i s  asking t h e  state

SOUTH DADE HIGH

Pupils Shunning Boycott
Absenteeism a  t S o u t h

Dade High today was two or
three pe r  cent higher than
normal for  a chilly day, and
Principal Howard  Crabtree
said a  changed school bus
route may account for all o f
that difference.

He said he was proud o f
his students f o r  "deciding

things should be done in  an
orderly manner."

Leaflets circulated i n  the
school i n  t h e  p a s t  w e e k
urged white pupils to boycott
classes t o d a y  i n  p r o t e s t
against a Dade School Board
decision t o  remove some o f
t h e schoo l 's  Confederate
symbols. A  comparison wi th
figures for  normal days indi-
cates no more than 40 of the
1,300 pupils could be absent
for that reason.

"A bus run got shifted and
some students didn't get to
the right bus stop," Crabtree
said. "They've been dribbling
in late. I  don't know how
many that affected, but our
buses carry 70-80 students
each."

In calculating normal ab-
senteeism, Crabtree d i d n ' t
count t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f
school, when there was " a

lot o f  turmoil.  The  second
month was fa i r ly  calm, and
we averaged 9  per cent ab-
senteeism."

This morning's cold weath-
er would make i t  normal for
another two or three per cent
to be absent, he said —  per-
haps 1 2  p e r  cent .  A c t u a l
absenteeism today was 213,
about 16 per cent, and that
figure was reached before the
latecomers began arriving.

"These youngsters k e p t
level heads, and they're to be
congratulated," C r a b t r e e
said. "They didn't take ad-
vantage o f  the situation t o
create a  problem. I 'm going
to express m y  opinion t o
them at the earliest oppor-
tunity."

He sa id  h e  understands
parents of some white pupils
"do definitely intend to f i le"
a lawsuit, seeking t o  retain
the Confederate s y m b o l s
against wh i ch  t h e  school's
Negro students protested. .

Crabtree said yesterday he
hoped the problem could be
settled i n  the courts rather
than in the school.

One student was very late,
but w i t h  an  interesting ex-
cuse, Crabtree said:

"His horse go t  loose. H e
was afraid it  would be lost or
hurt, so he caught the horse
before he came to school. A t
his age, I  suspect I ' d  have
done the same thing."

board. to "rescind and revoke
the action taken b y  the Dade
County School Board"  o n  a l l
counts of the ban.

These include the Confederate
flag a s  a  school symbol, t he
Civil Wa r -type band uniforms
and the song "D ix ie"  used as
a pep and rally tune.

The county board's ban was
enacted by resolution two weeks
ago a n d  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t
Monday.

Yesterday, students and the
CPO l o s t  a n  a p p e a l  f o r
permission t o  use "D i x i e "  a s
a fight song at  the final Rebel
football game of the season —
the t rad i t i ona l  c l a s h  w i t h
Palmetto H i g h  Panthers o n
Thanksgiving morning.

CPO spokesman Jack  L e v y
appeared before the board with
the p lea ,  w h i c h  t h e  b o a r d
unanimously denied.

But i t  had official praise for
South Dade High students f o r
turning t h e i r  b a c k s  o n ,  a
proposed boycott yesterday, and
instead " t a k i n g  t h e  o rde r l y
course" a n d  ob jec t i ng  b y
petition.

Levy presented to  the board
a scro l l  pet i t ion bearing a n
e s t i m a t e d  1,100 s t uden t
signatures. Simply worded, i t
declared a n  objection t o  t h e
board's a c t i o n  bann ing  t h e
symbols.

At the same board meeting,
a policy regarding symbols was
adopted on final reading, by, a
4-3 vote,



JORDAN PLEADED wi th
the students not  t o  "allow
those people with no regard
for law and order to lead us
into breaking the law. I  think
you should stay in school,"

The attorney refused t o
say what action he will take,
but promised an "answer in
60 days." H e  added, " t h e
minute I  say what action we
plan, the other side will take
action to counter it.

In an effort to satisfy some
objections t o  h is  refusal at,
divulge t h e  action, Jordan
said: "I ' l l  tell you what I 'm
going to do, I 'm going to try,
and surprise them. I f  it fails,
we will bring suit."

TO RAISE money, for legal
costs which C P O  director
Jack Levy predicts will range
from $5,000 to $8,000 several
fund raising efforts w e r e
suggested. " We  will have 'a
Pixie Dixie Dance t o  raise
money for  our war  chest,"
Levy told the crowd of over
400 adults and 100 students.

Dollar said the CPO and
students o w e  South Dade
Principal Howard Crabtree
respect and again asked par-
ents to instruct their children
accordingly. He said that the
CPO is backing the students
in t r y i n g  t o  re ta in  t h e
school's symbols.

LEVY SAID that students
will not be allowed to carry
Confederate f l a g s  t o  t h e
Thanksgiving D a y  football
game. "But there's nothing to
stop the parents. I  think the
parents should turn out and
carry our flags."

Levy added that  h e  wi l l
make a  tape-recording o f
"Dixie" to play at the game
if he can find a record of the
song.

The boycott remained up
in the air but some students
are expected t o  stay from
school. Many parents insist
that their students wil l  a t -
tend classes today. Those
who remain out  o f  school
without proper reasons will
be subject to disciplinary ac-
tion.

They Took Their Stand
#&1440 11/11

But Dixie. Still Banned
By GEORGIA MARSH

Herald Education Writer

South Dade H igh  School
students l o s t  a  l a s t  d i t c h
effort Wednesday t o  w i n
permission for the song "Dix-
ie" to be played at their final
football game of the season.

The p lea  f o r  o n e  mo re
chance came from Jack Levy,
spokesman f o r  t h e  wh i t e ,
Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion.

Levy said h is  group now
wil! go  t o  court seeking an
injunction, p roh ib i t ing  t h e
School Board from enforcing
a po l i cy  w h i c h  b a n s  a n y
-shoot f rom using a  symbol
gbflecting i n  a  derogatory
manner upon the race, rel i-
;ion o r  national o r ig in  o f
nembers o f  t h e  s t u d e n t
body .  .  .

THE POLICY was passed
by the board Wednesday on
a 4-3 vote. Against i t  were
Board Chairman C .  T.  M c -
Crimmon, T e d  Slack a n d
Holmes Braddock. Both Mc-
Crimmon and Braddock said
the policy would be hard to
live wi th  a n d  difficult t o
enforce.

Voting for the policy were
Mrs. Anna Brenner Meyers,
Mrs. Helene Vosloh, Jack
Gordon and William Lehman.

The policy affects all Dade
schools.

TWO W E E K S  ago ,  b y
resolution, the board specifi-
cally banned the use of con-
federate symbols a t  South
Dade H i g h ,  scene o f  a
months long racial contro-
versy.

Levy asked tha t  the  ban
against "Dixie" be lifted one
more time, for the final foot-
ball game next week.

The b o a r d  unanimously
turned him down.

Presenting a  so l id  f ron t ,
the boa rd ,  i n  Braddock's
words, "f inal ly took a stand.
I don't see how we can back
down f o r  one  gimme. T h i s
would open u p  the  entire

Jack Levy
. . .  'ridiculous' ban

thing again and  w e  would
never get it closed."

TO SUPPORT his request,
Levy pointed o u t  t h a t  h i s
group had talked South Dade
students ou t  o f  a  proposed
school boycott Wednesday.

Absenteeism a t  the school
was 205 o u t  o f  1,300 stu-
dents, or 16 per cent.

School off ic ials s a i d  t h e
normal absenteeism is about
9 per  cent bu t  blamed the

higher r a t e  o n  t  h e cold
weather and on a bus mix-up
which, involved a b o u t  8 0
students.

LEVY PRESENTED a peti-
tion signed b y  about 1,200
students object ing t o  t h e
board's act ion banning t h e
confederate symbols.

The board  accepted t h e
petition and voted t o  com-
mend students f o r  ignoring
the boycott.

Levy sa id  Sou th  Dade's
ban, is "ridiculous." He said
it affected t he  ordering o f
class rings which traditional-
ly have a  small confederate
flag o n  t h e  seal and  a lso
affected c a r s  p a r k e d  o n
school grounds bearing con-
federate f l a g  decals o r  l i -
cense plates.

Countered M  cCrimmon,
"The big problem down there
is w i t h  the community, no t
the students. We recommend
you take this to the courts."

Levy sa id  h i s  g roup  i s
assessing itself $5 a  person.
or $ 1 0  a  fami l y  t o  cover
costs of the impending suit.
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SYMBOLS BANNED

Adults Mainly At Fault
In School Dispute

We reach the disturbing conclu-
sion today that adults, rather than
children, are the aggravators of the
South Dade High School symbol
controversy.

A declaration of policy by the
School Board, as recent as Wednes-
day, i s  hardly t o  the l iking o f
Homestead parents, mainly white,
and they indicate they will go into
the courts because the school band
is forbidden from playing "Dixie"
at football games.

The white parents, who formed
an organization during the summer
to counter an activist Negro stu-

' den t  group have been adamant in
refusal to compromise on any is-
sue. Instead of setting a pattern of
human relations for their children,
the parents a re  displaying t h e
worst sort o f  bigotry before the
young people. And to top it all, the
parents condoned a boycott of the
school which, fortunately, never
quite came to pass.

No less upsetting is the action
by Homestead c i t y  councilman
Fred Rhodes, who wanted the city
to buy police dogs to have on hand

if crowds became disorderly a t
parades or football games at Home-
stead.

Acting like a red neck politician
from a small Alabama town, instead
of an urban community, Rhodes
says "everybody's afraid of a dog.
They would have stopped the hood-
lumism after t  h e football game
the other night," referring to  an
incident of several weeks ago.

This was too much even for the
militant mayor, William Dickinson,
who said "you don't wade into a
bunch of  12 and 13-year-old kids
with dogs and bi l ly clubs." City
manager Olaf Pearson was even
more rational: "A dog will instigate
trouble, no t  prevent i t  .  .  .  We
ought to strip these events of emo-
tionalism."

And Mr. Pearson is right. Emo-
tionalism does hold sway because
the parents have insisted they
know what's best for junior. The
trouble is  that they don't know
what's best for themselves or for a
community which has a  l o t  o f
"growing up" to do.
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Documents Sent

Al South Dede H igh

State Asked
To Reinstate
Rebel Symbols

By BILL BLOSS
Homestead Bureau  Ch ie f

The State Board of Educa-
tion was petitioned Friday to
set aside the Dade County
School Board order removing
Confederate symbols f r o m
South Dade High School.

Rebel Battle
Goes To State

Supporting documents in the
Concerned Parents Organiza-
tion's state-level fight to  keep
South Dade High's confederate
symbols are  being submitted
today t o  the Florida School
Board.

Homestead attorney Ralph
Jordan, legal counsel for CPO,
expects t o  f l y  t o  Tallahassee
this afternoon t o  have t h e
documents i n  State School
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  F l o y d
Christian's o f f i ce  before  i t
closes for the weekend.

M e a n w h i l e ,  CPO h a s
established a post office box to
which contributions toward the
legal expenses of its fight may
be mailed.

Checks o r  money orders
should b e  m a d e  o u t  t o
Concerned Parents Organization
and mai led  t o  B o x  203,
Princeton, F la . ,  33171, CPO
representative Connie Campbell
said.

Jordan, based in Homestead,
has engaged the Tallahassee
law f i r m  o f  Mitchell a n d
Mitchell as co-counsel.

Ralph Jordan, attorney for
the Co'ncerned Parents Orga-
nization, sa i d  t h e  pet i t ion
was filed by  the Tallahassee
law f i r m  o f  Mi tchel l  a n d
Mitchell. T h e  Homestead
attorney said the law firm is
in the state capitol and will

Together, they are seeking an
immediate appearance before
the state school board.

The f i ve -member board i s
made up of the Florida Cabinet
— Gov. Claude Kirk, Secretary
of State Tom Adams, Attorney
General Ear l  Faircloth, State
Treasurer Broward Williams
a n d S t a t e  Superintendent
Christian.

Jordan told The News Leader
t o d a y  t h a t  a m o n g  ' t h e
documents he is submitting will
be the recent Grand Jury report
which sharply rapped the Dade
School Board for (1) tossing the
racially -  connected symbols
controversy back to the school
level; (2) assuring students that
their vote would be honored and
then failing to  honor i t ;  and
(3) "negotiating out  o f  fear
rather than acting as a strong
spokesman t o r  t h e  who le
system."

handle the appeal.
The petition asks reversal

of the Dade Board's directive
on a l l  points, according t o
Jordan. The local board or-
dered the removal of Confed-
erate flags a s  school sym-
bols, banned the Confederate
infantry s ty led  b a n d  u n i -
forms a n d  prohibited t h e
playing o f  " D i x i e "  a s  a
school song.

"THE LOCAL decision i s
in force until changed by the
state board," Jordan said. He
advised students t o  "adhere
to the local board directive.
This is the law, at this point,
and they (students) should
abide by it," he said.

The Dade  school  board
authority extends o n l y  t o
students, Jordan said, a n d
parents can not be prohibited
f r o m t a k i n g  Confederate
flags t o  t h e  Thanksgiving
Day foo tba l l  game .  C P O
leaders have asked parents to
"carry ou r  f lags" Thursday

.when South Dade plays Pal-
metto High School at Harris
Field in Homestead.

The CPO attorney said he
is hopeful  t h a t  t h e  s ta te
board w i l l  ru le i n  favor o f
legal action won't be needed.
the CPO a n d  t h a t  fur ther
"1 believe they have the au-
thority to override the Dade
County school hoard," Jor-
dan said.



Poor Timing
By School Board

There have been a lot of mistakes made by
all those involved in the symbol controversy at
South Dade High School.

The Dade County School Board has made
its share.

In our viewpoint i t  made another by making
its pol icy rul ing effective Nov.  20, thereby
refusing to allow the playing of "Dixie" at  the
final football game of the season against Palmetto
High School Thanksgiving Day.

It wo,,ld 'lave been more appropriate for the
School Board to have made its policy decision
in regard to the symbols at the school effective
sometime at a more distant date.

Would i t  not have been more wise to have
made the policy effective at mid-year or at the
beginning of the 1969-70 school term?

Some people contend delaying the decision
would n o t  have made i t  less painful  b u t
nevertheless the issue has dragged along all this
Fall and has been extremely disruptive to school
administration, students, c lassroom w o r k ,
athletics and other school functions.

This does not mean we disagree with the
compromise decision arrived a t  by  the School
Board on the symbols issue. We believe i t  to
be an honest effort to be fair to both sides.

We simply feel the best t ime f o r  policy
decisions to  be made effective i s  a t  a  more
appropriate t ime.  T h e  beginning o f  a  n e w
semester or a new school year would have been
more satisfactory t o  a l l  concerned and less
disruptive.
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School Board
Has Mandate

To The Editor:
The three new members o f  the Dade

County School Board who begin office in
January ( a  four th was re-elected) rep-
resent the people's choice, and the f i rst
time t hey  have had  a  say  since t h e
teachers' strike last Spring.

Throughout the campaign the candi-
dates were bombarded at  public gather-
ings and meetings where they appeared
with t he  questions, " D o  y o u  favor  a
union for  teachers, striking as a method
of settling differences, etc." The public
showed its deep concern over what had
happened and what could happen in the
future. The people do not want what has
happened i n  N e w  Yo r k  t o  happen i n
Dade County! I t  is  not  that people are
anti-teacher at all, but that they do not NI
want the education of their young people
used as the pawn w i th  which to  settle
differences.

They have voiced th is  b y  giving a
mandate to those candidates who oppose
this. Ye t ,  t h e  present School Board,
heedless of  the people's wishes, is rush-
ing before the new board starts, to make
the CTA the sole bargaining agent fo r
teachers and to  sign an agreement.

You may be interested to know that
in Pinellas Coun ty  where i t s  school
board was united on a  hard line during
the strike, they have been deluged wi th
applications, some 0 0 0  according to an
article from The Cleirwater Sun several
months ago, of teachers wanting to come

vthere!
I urge t h e  present School

• LETTERS
u. members, .who a re  answerable t o  the

public, to listen to the voice of the peo-
ple for a change, and at  least-table this
action on the CTA agreement • until the
'new Board begins in  January. I t  is  the.
only thing to do.

• E L I S E  K N I S K E R N ,  Miami
*  *  *  •  • • • •

To The Editor:
. R e a d i n g  about the South Dade School
controversy f o r  the last  three months,
I'm provoked t o  take  t ime  f r o m  m y
studies, and question the, present con-
cepts of high school education. The dom-
inance o f  the extra-curricular program
(including, football) seems 'way., out o f .
'balance. Instead o f  .pride a n d  good -
sportsmanship among-11A, student- body,
the activities at South Dade hays stirred
rancor and hatred. Certainly the  good
name o f  the school has suffered. Stu-
dents and parents alike shbuld consider
that there is the possibility, that  i f  this
fuss continues too long, they' may lose
their activities as well as their symbols
at South Dade.

As a mother, a- voter, and a taxpayer,
I see nothing unfair in our elected school
board setting policy. School administra-
tors have both the authority and respon-
sibility fOr the administration o f  policy.
This business o f  running t o  the courts.
for solution o f  trivial social probleths is
a mert waiving o f  responsibility. W e

' s h o v e  o u r  own responsibilities o n  ou r
court system; when  rul ings a r e  f u l l y
reached, the  animosities are st i l l  unre-
lieved and ou r  honored judicial system
becomes the public "scapegoat."

Boarit I  hope that three months frotn now
. .

From Our
Readers

the news from South Dade High School
will reflect constructive and  creative
activities and abilities. I 'm sure the stu-
dent t o d y  can achieve commendation
rather than controversy if they try.

JEAN BIBLO, Miami
*  *

To The Editor:
That the school board's belated ac-

tion on South Dade High School's racist
policies was too little, and probably too
late, does not  matter as much as what

I h a d  t o  happen before i t
acted at all.

One o f  t he  hang-ups
was apparently voiced by
board member G. Holmes
Braddock, w h o  objected
to the board deciding on
"moral issues." I f  inaction
perpetrates a n  immora l
situation, w h a t  i s  t h e
alternative? Where are we

BRADD C  t e a c h e r s ,  o u r  students,
and their parents, to turn for redress o f
grievance i n  • the schools? Would M r.
Braddock hesitate t o  vote against the-
schools being used for gambling houses
or bars because these are matters o f
morality? I submit that he would not.

It is  time for  the school board to
abandon its hypocritical, mealy-mouthed
buck-passing, and come up with a clear
mandate to every schOol in this county.
Official symbols which a r e  abrasive,
humiliating, and degrading to any ethnic
or racial group should be  considered
equally offensive to the Board of Public
Instruction, and should, under no cir-
cumstances, be tolerated.

JULIE FORSTER, Miami
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• “Touchdown',
HAPPINESS IS a  winning touchdown, and these Rebel
rooters show it by throwing restraint — and confetti — to
the windS as their team surges ahead of Palmetto Highin
the Thanksgiving Day classic. Gleeful lad with Confederate

flag almost his own size was one of many who waved the
banned banners all through the game.. (Palmetto had its
own celebration, which peaked at half-time. Panther Home-
coming picture on Page 3.)

—Photo by Ed Oberlies

Rebel Flags Wave Over South Dade
True to the nickname they've

been allowed to retain by school
board decree, Rebe l  f a n s
figuratively thumbed their noses
at authority Thursday during
the annual South Dade-Palmetto
gridiron contest.

It was a  peaceful rebellion.
. . . police said there wasn't a
single incident, either i n  the
stadium or in the parking lot.

But i t  w a s  a  rebellion,
nonetheless.

C o n f e d e r a t e  flags, now

banned b y  the Dade School
Board as a South Dade symbol,
fluttered in force on the Rebels'
side of Harris field.

And Dixie, banned as a school
spirit song, blared from a loud
speaker operated by  a  South
Dade parent -- until its strains
were drowned out by a  rear
o f response f r o m  t h e
overflowing bleachers.

The Rebel band, forbidden to
play Dixie except as part o f

a concert or half-time show with
a Southern theme, substituted
Are You From Dixie and the
spirited march, South.

Fans--students, alumni a n d
adults—adopted the substitutions
immediately, standing to  clap
and stomp in time to the music,
as they have traditionally done
with Dixie in the past.

In defiance o f  the board's
Confederate flag ruling, a large
Stars and Bars waved liOldly
from the top of the big Harris
Field sign, and at least 10 more
giant banners fluttered at the
top cf the Rebel stands.

P a r e n t s ,  a l u m n i  a n d
sympathizers h a d  apparently
heeded the urging of Concerned
P a r e n t s  Organization vice
president Jack Levy, who told
CPO's 500-plus members last

week that "students can't carry
Rebel flags, but that shouldn't
stop the rest of us."

In some sections of the South
Dade bleachers, spectators were
almost hidden by a blur of red
and blue as smaller Confederate
flags--cloth o r  p las t ic --were
waved frantically in response to
big Rebel gains.

Most of the flags may have
been carried to the field by non-
students, but many materialized
in students' hands during t i l t
game's exciting moments.

School personnel and police
working at the game apparently
had no t  been instructed t o
c o n f i s c a t e  t h e  f lags--an
indication that dissenting board
members were correct in their
observation that  such a  ban
would be too difficult to enforce
at functions off school property.



By PAUL J. EGAN

South D a d e  H i g h  Schoo l
supporters for the second consecutive
Year found "Panther meat" a palate-
pleasing Thanksgiving Day appetizer.

* *  *
And this time it came in the form

of a  surprising 21-6 victory over
neighborly-rival Palmetto Thursday
before an estimated 7,500 spectators
at sun-drenched Harris Field.

*  *  *

This come - from - behind w i n
reduced the Panthers margin to 5-4-1
in the 10-year history of this annual
grid relationship w h i c h  y e a r l y
climaxes the  prep campaigns for
both schools.

* *

SD, under Coach Leo  Mart in,
accomplished the victory by scoring
t h r e e  second h a l f  T D s  a n d
overcoming a 6-0 halftime deficit.

*  *  *

Highlights o f  t h i s  " h o l i d a y
n a t u r a l  "  w e r e  Pa lmet to 's
Homecoming ceremonies a n d  t h e
presentation of the first annual Bil l
Burdick Memorial t rophy t o  t h e
South Dade player who excels in this
one particular game.

*  *  *

Lovely Cindy Walters was chosen
queen a n d  honored b y  Palmetto
principal Rober t  Mahoney wh i l e
Harold Arve and Mike Gilbert were
dual recipients of the Burdick award.

*  *  *

Rebel supporters still showed their
loyalty and  love f o r  Confederate
insignias and symbols, as flags o f
all sizes were noticed, despite a
recent School Board ruling.

* *
One small group of SD supporters

kept the spirit of the South alive by
playing "Dixie" on a tape recorder
before and during the game.

*  *  *

Concerned Parents Plan
Meeting- Next Thursday

T 11 e Concerned Parents
Organization o f  South Dade
High School will meet at 8 p.m.
n e x t  Thursday a t  t h e
Homestead Armory, to discuss
plans for its Dixie Dance and
hear a progress report on legal
proceedings aimed at restoring
Confederate symbols to the high
school.

The executive board a n d
dance committee will meet at
7 p .m.  before t h e  general
meeting.

The dance will be held Dec.
14 from 9  p.m. to  1 a.m. a t

the Armory. Proceeds will help
pay f o r  t h e  lega l  action.
Admission will be $3 a person
or $6 a couple and attire will
be semi-formal.

Attendance will be limited to
adults only. Students plan their
own Dixie benefit dance for a
different date.

The CPO is also assessing its,
membership $5 a person or $10
a family fo r  the legal fund.
Checks may be mailed to Box
203, Princeton, Fla. 33171. They
should be made out to CPO
Dixie Fund.

Concerned Parents Not
Really Concerned Enough

Editor, News Leader:

C o n c e r n e d  P a r e n t s
Organization is a good name for
the local group According to the
R a n d o m  House dictionary,
"concern" means to "disquiet
or trouble."

Another meaning is  " to  be
connected with." But many of
them are not concerned enough
to g o  t o  t h e  American
Education Week Open House at
South Dade.

Nor d o  they seem t o  be
concerned with how some one
born different from them might
feel. Whether we like i t  or not,
we are not a i l  lucky enough
to be white.

Why can't we get concerned
about things like these: whether
our community's youth have
IIII111111111111111111M.M1,11.11111V.111111111111111111111111111111111411111111

enough places and leadership
for play, places to study quietly,
part time jobs for those who
must, etc.

A CONCERNED PARENT
MRS. JAMES R. ROY


